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1. Executive Summary

This report provides an open-source intelligence analysis of the 1755 events in Nova Scotia (historic Acadie),

focusing on the British Crown's systematic deportation of French-speaking Acadians (Le Grand Dérangement)

and  concurrent  conflicts  involving  the  Indigenous  Wabanaki  Confederacy  (Mi'kmaq).  Utilizing  historical

primary records and contemporary legal frameworks, this assessment examines whether the state-directed

destruction of these communities fulfills operational criteria for crimes against humanity, ethnic cleansing, or

genocide.

2. Scope & Target Profile

Geographic Scope: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and surrounding maritime transit

lanes.

Target Entities:

Acadian Population: French-speaking settlers established since the early 17th century, designated by

British authorities as a security threat due to neutral geopolitical positioning.

Wabanaki Confederacy (Mi'kmaq Nations): Sovereign Indigenous populations defending ancestral

territory against British imperial expansion.

British Colonial Administration: Governor Charles Lawrence, the Nova Scotia Council, and military

assets executing crown policy.

3. Digital Footprint & Historical Timeline

Date /

Epoch
Event / Operation Strategic Impact

1713 Treaty of Utrecht
Acadie ceded to Great Britain; Acadians transition to British

subjects under contested neutrality agreements.

1749

• 

• 

• 



Founding of Halifax & Cornwallis

Proclamations

Escalation of British military presence; state-sanctioned bounties

issued targeting Mi'kmaq resistance.

August

1755
Execution of Expulsion Order

Governor Charles Lawrence initiates forced roundups, village

incineration, and asset confiscation.

1755 –

1763
Global Dispersal Phase

Approx. 11,500 Acadians deported; ~5,000 casualties recorded

via disease, starvation, and shipwrecks.

4. Threat Assessment & Mechanization

The operational doctrine deployed by British forces in 1755 relied on total scorched-earth tactics. To neutralize

perceived fifth-column risks ahead of full-scale conflict with France, the colonial administration implemented

an exhaustive infrastructure denial strategy:

Demographic Dispersal: Forced separation and global transport across the American eastern seaboard,

the Caribbean, and Europe to prevent regrouping or insurgent return.

Infrastructure Erasure: Systematic burning of agrarian settlements, dikes, and livestock holdings to

permanently deny sustenance.

Asymmetric Warfare vs. Indigenous Sovereignty: Simultaneous execution of pacification campaigns

against Mi'kmaq communities resisting colonial encroachment.

OSINT Analytical Note: While military necessity was cited by colonial leadership to justify territorial security,

the absence of individual judicial review, the wholesale targeting of non-combatants, and the deliberate

destruction of cultural continuity align closely with modern definitions of forced displacement and state-

engineered ethnic cleansing. 

5. Legal & Terminological Evaluation

Disputes over classifying the 1755 events center on strict legal parameters versus humanitarian impact:

Arguments for Genocide / Crimes Against Humanity: Highlights the intent to destroy the social,

cultural, and political fabric of an identifiable ethnic group, resulting in mass structural mortality.

Arguments for Forced Deportation / Ethnic Cleansing: Emphasizes primary geopolitical and military

drivers—securing a strategic frontier during wartime rather than biological eradication—compounded by

the historical reality that survivors were later permitted to return post-1763.

6. Conclusions & Recommendations

The 1755 Nova Scotia expulsions represent a foundational trauma in North American history, demonstrating

how  imperial  statecraft  weaponizes  total  displacement  for  geopolitical  dominance.  Modern  institutional

frameworks  must  recognize  the  compounding  vulnerabilities  inflicted  upon  both  Acadian  and  Indigenous

populations.
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