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1. Executive Summary & Strategic Context

This intelligence assessment delivers a rigorous, multidimensional reconstruction of the systematic state-
sponsored mass deportation, land dispossession, and population eradication campaign executed by the British
Crown against the Acadian inhabitants of Nova Scotia (historic Acadie) between 1755 and 1764, known
historiographically as Le Grand Dérangement (The Great Upheaval). Concurrently, this assessment evaluates the
synchronized counter-insurgency and demographic clearance campaigns directed against the sovereign
nations of the Wabanaki Confederacy—principally the Mi'kmaq and Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet)—whose ancestral
domain (Mi'kma'ki) overlapped the contested theater.

Utilizing primary colonial council minutes, naval logistics ledgers, field directives, military dispatches, and
contemporary international legal standards, this report deconstructs the operational doctrine conceived by
Nova Scotia Lieutenant Governor (subsequently Governor) Charles Lawrence, Massachusetts Governor William
Shirley, and the Nova Scotia Council. Operating in the prelude to the formal declaration of the Seven Years' War
(1756–1763), British provincial authorities executed a pre-emptive, asymmetric infrastructure-denial operation
designed to permanently eliminate the risk of a French-aligned insurgency along the North American eastern
seaboard.

The operational campaign resulted in the forced deportation of approximately 11,500 to 14,100 Acadians—over
75% of the total demographic base—the complete destruction of over 3,000 agrarian domiciles, barns, and
mills, the breach and flooding of centuries-old aboiteau dike ecosystems, the confiscation of tens of thousands
of head of livestock, and an aggregate mortality rate estimated between 30% and 45% (4,000 to 6,000+
fatalities) caused by shipboard epidemics, malnutrition, exposure, naval sinkings, and extrajudicial military



actions. This dossier systematically evaluates these historical facts against the 1948 UN Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (UNCG), the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court (Crimes Against Humanity), and the customary legal threshold for State-Engineered Ethnic Cleansing.

2. Scope, Target Profile & Stakeholder Matrix

The operational theater encompasses the modern Canadian Maritime provinces (Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward Island), extending into eastern Maine, the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and maritime dispersal vectors
stretching from Boston to Savannah, the Caribbean Basin, the British Isles, and mainland France.

Actor / Entity Strategic Orientation Operational Role &
Capabilities

Primary Objectives

Acadian
Population (Les
Acadiens)

Nominal British subjects
claiming "Neutral
French" (Français
neutres) status under the
1713 Treaty of Utrecht
and conditional oaths of
1729–1730.

Agrarian mastery of tidal
marshlands via complex aboiteau
dike engineering; self-sufficient
subsistence economy; profound
kinship and trade ties with
Mi'kmaq; total absence of
standing military structure;
reliant on community deputies
and parish priests.

Preservation of Roman
Catholic religious
freedom, retention of
ancestral alluvial
landholdings, total
exemption from bearing
arms against France or
Indigenous allies, and
political non-alignment.

Wabanaki
Confederacy
(Mi'kmaq,
Wolastoqiyik,
Passamaquoddy)

Sovereign Indigenous
nations; military-spiritual
alliance with French
Crown via
Jesuit/Missions (e.g.,
Abbé Jean-Louis Le
Loutre); geopolitical
custodians of Mi'kma'ki.

Irregular asymmetric warfare;
elite maritime raiding capability
in shallow littoral zones; guerrilla
ambushes; deep environmental
intelligence; defensive alliance
with Acadian resistance cells.

Expulsion of British
military forts from
unceded ancestral
territories; enforcement of
1725/1726 Peace and
Friendship Treaty terms;
halting British colonial
settlement expansion.

British Provincial
& Military
Command

Imperial colonial
executive (Board of
Trade, Gov. Charles
Lawrence, Gov. William
Shirley, Lt. Col. Robert
Monckton, Lt. Col. John
Winslow).

Royal Navy fleet logistics (Vice-
Admiral Edward Boscawen);
Massachusetts provincial regular
and militia regiments (approx.
2,000 provincial troops under
Winslow/Scott); centralized
administrative apparatus in
Halifax; authority over regional
forts (Fort Edward, Fort
Cumberland, Fort Anne).

Total pacification and
anglicization of Nova
Scotia frontier; annexation
of rich Acadian
agricultural marshlands
for Protestant Planter
redistribution; elimination
of borderland security
liabilities.

French Imperial
Command
(Louisbourg &
Quebec)

Imperial rival (Governor
General Vaudreuil,
Drucour at Louisbourg,
Charles Deschamps de
Boishébert).

Fortress Louisbourg
naval/garrison bastion; Fort
Beauséjour and Fort Gaspareaux
border posts; supply lines to
irregular Acadian-Indigenous

Containment of British
expansion; weaponization
of Acadian border
refugees; maintenance of
strategic supply corridors



resistance; irregular military
coordination.

linking Quebec to the
Atlantic via the Bay of
Fundy.

3. Comprehensive Historical Timeline & Operational Milestones (1710–1764)

Date /
Period

Operational
Milestone / Event

Tactical Execution & Geopolitical Significance Strategic
Severity

October
1710

Siege of Port-Royal British forces under Francis Nicholson capture Port-
Royal, renaming it Annapolis Royal. Royal sovereignty
asserted over peninsular Nova Scotia.

STRATEGIC
TRANSITION

April 1713 Treaty of Utrecht
(Article XIV)

France cedes mainland Acadie to Great Britain.
Acadians granted conditional liberty to retain lands or
sell assets and emigrate within one year. Crown fails
to enforce or facilitate departure.

LEGAL
AMBIGUITY

1729–1730 Conditional Oath
under Gov. Richard
Philipps

Acadians sign conditional Oath of Allegiance
containing verbal and written exemptions from
bearing arms in imperial conflicts against France or
Mi'kmaq allies, establishing "Neutral French" doctrine.

DE FACTO
NEUTRALITY

June 1749 Founding of
Halifax & Strategic
Encirclement

Gov. Edward Cornwallis arrives with 2,500 Protestant
settlers; establishes fortified base at Chebucto
(Halifax) to neutralize French Louisbourg, deliberately
disregarding Mi'kmaw territorial sovereignty.

ESCALATION

October
1749

Cornwallis Scalp
Proclamation

Nova Scotia Council authorizes military and civilian
bounty of 10 guineas (later raised to 50) for every
Mi'kmaq individual killed or taken prisoner,
formalizing total asymmetric pacification.

STATE VIOLENCE

1749–1755 Father Le Loutre’s
War & Border
Friction

Abbé Jean-Louis Le Loutre orchestrates guerrilla
actions and urges Acadians to migrate across the
Missaguash River to French-controlled Chignecto/Île
Saint-Jean; British construct Fort Lawrence; French
erect Fort Beauséjour.

HYBRID
WARFARE

June 16,
1755

Fall of Fort
Beauséjour

Lt. Col. Robert Monckton captures Fort Beauséjour;
finds approximately 300 armed Acadians inside (who
claimed forced impressment by French commander
Vergor). Lawrence exploits this to claim absolute
Acadian treachery.

CAUSAL
PRETEXT

July 28,
1755

Halifax Council
Expulsion Decree

Gov. Charles Lawrence, with Admiral Boscawen and
the Nova Scotia Council (without explicit
authorization from London Board of Trade),

OPERATIONAL
MANDATE



summarily orders the complete deportation and asset
seizure of all Acadians who refuse an unconditional
oath.

August–Oct
1755

Roundups at
Grand-Pré, Pisiguit,
Chignecto

Lt. Col. John Winslow at Grand-Pré and Capt.
Alexander Murray at Pisiguit lock Acadian men inside
churches, declare them prisoners of war, declare all
lands/cattle forfeit to the Crown, and commence ship
embarkations.

DEMOGRAPHIC
ERASURE

September
1755

Battle of
Petitcodiac

Acadian irregulars under Joseph Broussard dit
Beausoleil and Mi'kmaw allies ambushed British
troops under Major Joseph Frye, killing 23 British
soldiers and temporarily halting village burnings
along the Shepody/Petitcodiac.

ARMED
RESISTANCE

1756–1758 Second Wave:
Expulsion of Cape
Breton & Île Saint-
Jean

Following the Siege of Louisbourg (1758), British
under Col. Andrew Rollo round up 3,100+ Acadians
on Prince Edward Island; catastrophic naval disasters
claim ~1,000 lives on transport ships Duke William,
Violet, and Ruby.

MASS
ATTRITION

1758–1762 St. John River &
Gulf of St.
Lawrence Raids

Robert Monckton and James Wolfe lead scorched-
earth raids destroying Acadian and Indigenous
settlements along the Saint John River, Miramichi,
Gaspé, and Baie des Chaleurs.

SCORCHED
EARTH

February
1763

Treaty of Paris France cedes New France and all Acadian domains to
Britain. Deportation orders cease; Acadians allowed
limited resettlement under strict dispersal rules and
unconditional loyalty oaths.

POST-WAR
SETTLEMENT

1764 Nova Scotia
Council Dispersal
Permission

Acadians permitted to return to Nova Scotia in small,
fragmented groups, forbidden from concentrating in
former marshland heartlands (Grand-Pré/Annapolis),
which are permanently occupied by New England
Planters.

CONDITIONAL
RETURN

4. Threat Assessment, Military Doctrine & Mechanization of Displacement

4.1 Logistics, Fleet Mobilization & Administrative Secrecy

The mechanics of the 1755 deportation represent an early modern prototype of industrialized demographic
engineering. Operating under strict administrative secrecy to prevent mass flight into the wilderness or
synchronized armed insurrection, Governor Charles Lawrence and Boston merchant-contractors (such as John
Hancock's uncle, Thomas Hancock, and Charles Apthorp) chartered a dedicated transport fleet of privately
owned merchant sloops and schooners.



Operational Logistics Summary (Autumn 1755 Fleet):
Transport Tonnage Chartered: Over 4,500 aggregate tons across 40+ civilian merchant hulls refitted as
prison transports.

Allotted Cargo Space: Prescribed British naval ratio was 2 tons per person, but actual field loading
reached 0.5 to 0.75 tons per passenger, creating severe sub-deck overcrowding, extreme asphyxiation
risks, and rapid pathogen proliferation (typhus, dysentery, smallpox).

Supply Rations: Scaled down to 5 lbs of flour and 1 lb of salt pork per person per week, frequently
spoiling in transit due to contaminated bilges and prolonged ocean delays.

4.2 Regional Roundups and Scorched-Earth Infrastructure Erasure

The operational doctrine was executed across distinct operational nodes, utilizing systemic deception, spatial
entrapment, and absolute scorched-earth infrastructure denial:

A. GRAND-PRÉ (LES MINES DISTRICT) – LT. COL. JOHN WINSLOW

On September 5, 1755, Lt. Col. John Winslow commanded 418 Acadian men and boys over age ten to assemble
inside the Saint-Charles-des-Mines parish church under the pretext of reading a direct royal citation. Once the
civilian population was enclosed, Winslow's troops secured the perimeter with fixed bayonets and delivered the
formal seizure proclamation:

Winslow's Primary Field Order:
"Your Lands & Tennements, Cattle of all Kinds and Live Stock of all Sortes are Forfeited to the Crown with all
other your Effects Saving your money and Household Goods, and you Yourselves to be Removed out of this his
Province... I Shall Deliver to you your orders Each Family to prepare themselves to put on Board the Vessells."

To ensure non-reversion and eliminate survival capability for those who evaded capture, Winslow enacted an
exhaustive burn policy across Grand-Pré, Gaspereau, and Canard:

Structures Destroyed: 255 residential houses, 276 barns, 11 mills, and 1 church were systematically
torched.

Livestock Confiscated/Killed: 1,269 oxen, 1,557 cows, 5,007 sheep, and 493 hogs seized as state property.

Aboiteau Sabotage: Dykes maintaining salinity control over tidal basins were intentionally neglected or
breached, allowing Bay of Fundy saltwater to flood alluvial farmland, sterilizing crop production for multiple
seasons.

B. PISIGUIT (FORT EDWARD) & ANNAPOLIS ROYAL (FORT ANNE)

Under Captain Alexander Murray at Fort Edward, similar entrapment strategies were executed. Murray noted in
personal dispatches to Winslow: "We are in the midst of burning and driving them off... I hope the vessels will
soon arrive to ease us of these wretches." At Annapolis Royal, Major John Handfield oversaw the deportation of
1,664 Acadians aboard transports delayed until December 1755, subjecting families to severe sub-zero winter
temperatures in makeshift shoreline encampments.

C. THE CHIGNECTO ISTHMUS & GULF SHORE RAIDS



At Chignecto (Fort Cumberland), British forces under Monckton faced widespread rural evasion. While 1,100
Acadians were seized, thousands fled into the northern forests of New Brunswick and the Miramichi under the
leadership of French officer Charles Deschamps de Boishébert. In response, British punitive expeditions
engaged in systematic search-and-destroy sweeps along the Petitcodiac, Shepody, and Memramcook rivers.

4.3 Dispersal Vectors and Maritime Attrition

Lawrence’s operational blueprint prohibited the concentration of deportees. Transports were intentionally
scattered across distant Protestant British American colonies without advance notice to receiving colonial
governors, who frequently refused entry, quarantined ships in harbours, or subjected deportees to indentured
servitude.

Destination Node Acadian
Deportees
(Est.)

Reception Conditions & Secondary Fate Estimated
Attrition Rate

Massachusetts Bay
Colony

2,000 Dispersed across inland townships; children forcibly
bound out as indentured servants; legal restrictions
placed on freedom of movement.

15% – 20%

Connecticut 700 Distributed to municipal selectmen; modest
agricultural integration; high rate of postwar
emigration to Quebec and Saint-Domingue.

10% – 15%

New York &
Pennsylvania

1,200 Confined to port quarantine; quarantined on
Province Island (Philadelphia) due to catastrophic
smallpox outbreak; hundreds died in port.

25% – 35%

Maryland 1,000 Relatively humane reception due to Catholic
presence; settled in Baltimore ("French Town");
substantial numbers survived and built communities.

10% – 12%

Virginia 1,150 Gov. Robert Dinwiddie categorically refused
debarkation; fleet rerouted to Great Britain
(Liverpool, Portsmouth, Southampton) where they
were interned in squalid prisoner camps.

30% – 40%
(high camp
mortality)

The Carolinas &
Georgia

1,500 Subjected to indentured field labor; hundreds built
coastal skiffs and attempted open-ocean voyages
back to Nova Scotia; others fled toward Spanish
Florida.

20% – 30%

Île Saint-Jean
Transports to
France (1758)

3,100 Catastrophic mid-Atlantic founderings: the Duke
William (~360 dead), Violet (~280 dead), and Ruby
(~210 dead) sank in December storms; survivors
dumped in Brest, Saint-Malo, and Rochefort.

40% – 50%



5. Asymmetric Resistance, Indigenous Sovereignty & Wabanaki Warfare

5.1 The Geopolitical Mi'kmaq-Acadian Alliance

The geopolitical dynamic of pre-1755 Acadie was defined by a symbiotic ecological, familial, and economic
alliance between the Acadian Catholic peasantry and the Mi'kmaw Nation (Mi'kma'ki). The Mi'kmaq viewed
British colonial settlement—specifically the militarized construction of Halifax (1749) on unceded coastal
hunting grounds—as a direct existential threat and a violation of the Peace and Friendship Treaties of
1725/1726.

5.2 Guerrilla Warfare and Resistance Campaigns

Following the roundups, an active irregular resistance formed across the maritime interior, operating in
operational coordination with French regular outposts:

Joseph Broussard dit Beausoleil: A prominent Acadian partisan who organized armed militias along the
Petitcodiac River. Beausoleil's force waged sustained asymmetric warfare, ambushing British detachment
supply lines, capturing Royal Navy supply schooners in the Bay of Fundy, and defending refugee corridors.

Charles Deschamps de Boishébert: French officer who coordinated thousands of starving Acadian
refugees at the "Camp d'Espérance" on the Miramichi River. While a crucial military base, severe supply
shortages in winter 1756–1757 led to over 1,000 refugee starvation and typhus deaths.

Mi'kmaw Maritime Raiding: Mi'kmaw warriors executed amphibious assaults against British shipping
lanes, seizing over 60 commercial and military vessels between 1715 and 1760 throughout the Canso and
Fundy straits.

5.3 State Scalp Proclamations as Counter-Insurgency Instruments

The British colonial administration deployed dehumanizing counter-insurgency proclamations targeting both
Indigenous populations and Acadian resisters:

Governor Edward Cornwallis Proclamation (October 2, 1749):
"Do hereby Authorize and give full power to all Officers, Civil and Military, and all His Majesty's Liege Subjects, to
annoy, distress, take or destroy the Salvages commonly called Micmacks, wherever they are found... and we
Promise a reward of Ten Guineas for every Indian Micmack taken or killed, producing the Scalp of every Indian
Micmack."

In April 1756, Governor Charles Lawrence reissued and expanded this proclamation, elevating the financial
bounty to £25 for male scalps and sanctioning commercial scalp-hunting ranger units (such as Gorham's
Rangers and Danks' Rangers) to execute summary executions across Mi'kma'ki.

6. Quantitative Demographic & Mortality Assessment

Total Pre-Expulsion Demographic Baseline (1755): Approx. 14,000 – 15,000 Acadians residing in peninsular



Nova Scotia, Chignecto, Île Saint-Jean, and Île Royale.

Demographic Category Estimated Population Count Primary Mechanism / Historical
Reference

Total Deported by British
Authorities (1755–1764)

11,500 – 12,500 Naval embarkation lists, shipping ledgers,
and colonial arrival manifests.

Refugees Fleeing to Quebec,
Miramichi, Restigouche

2,500 – 3,500 Forest migration routes; documented at
Camp d'Espérance and Quebec parish
records.

Direct Maritime Mortality
(Shipwrecks / Founderings)

1,000 – 1,200 Loss of Duke William, Violet, Ruby, and
unrecorded ocean groundings.

Maritime Disease Mortality
(Typhus, Dysentery, Smallpox)

1,500 – 2,200 Overcrowded bilge holds; 20% to 30%
average passage mortality rate on Atlantic
routes.

Camp & Settlement Attrition
(Famine, Exposure 1756–1762)

1,500 – 2,000 Winter mortality at Miramichi, Restigouche,
and British internment camps.

Cumulative Mortality (1755–
1764)

4,000 – 5,400+ (~35%–40%
Total Demographic Loss)

Aggregate historical consensus (Plank,
Faragher, Griffiths, Landry).

7. Legal & Historiographical Evaluation

7.1 Assessment under the 1948 UN Genocide Convention (UNCG)

Legal scholars and historians remain engaged in profound analytical debates regarding whether the 1755
events fulfill the rigorous threshold of Article II of the 1948 UNCG (acts committed with intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such):

Arguments Affirming Genocidal Classification:
Systematic Physical Destruction: The complete eradication of the group's economic sustenance
(burning of 100% of settlements, seizure of all livestock, destruction of food reserves) created conditions
calculated to bring about physical destruction.

Forced Separation of Families: Intentional separation of men, women, and children during boarding
and dispersal across distinct geographic zones meets Article II(e) criteria.

Dolus Specialis (Special Intent): Governor Lawrence’s explicit correspondence revealed an intent to
ensure the Acadians ceased to exist as an identifiable cultural, linguistic, and political collective within
North America.

Arguments Classifying as Ethnic Cleansing / Wartime Necessity:
Strategic Displacement over Biological Eradication: The British Crown's primary military objective
was geographic removal and frontier pacification ahead of major war with France, rather than the total



physical extermination of the biological stock.

Post-War Re-Admittance: Following the 1763 Treaty of Paris, Acadians were permitted to resettle in
Nova Scotia under loyalty oaths, indicating the absence of an absolute total biological annihilation
doctrine.

7.2 Classification under the Rome Statute (Crimes Against Humanity)

Under modern International Humanitarian Law (Rome Statute, Article 7), the 1755 Nova Scotia operation
unambiguously satisfies the criteria for Crimes Against Humanity:

Article 7(1)(d) – Deportation or Forcible Transfer of Population: Forced displacement of an entire
civilian demographic without grounds permitted under international law.

Article 7(1)(h) – Persecution: Severe deprivation of fundamental rights based on religious (Roman
Catholic), linguistic (French), and national identities.

Article 7(1)(k) – Other Inhumane Acts: Scorched-earth operations causing immense suffering and mass
structural mortality.

8. Strategic Conclusions & Modern Institutional Legacy

Strategic Summary: The 1755 Nova Scotia Displacements constitute one of the most comprehensive and
destructive campaigns of state-engineered ethnic cleansing and population removal in modern Atlantic
history. It transformed the demographic, geopolitical, and ecological landscape of Atlantic Canada, paving the
way for British hegemony, the influx of New England Planters, and the eventual establishment of the Loyalist
colonies.

8.1 Modern Legal & Political Redress

The 2003 Royal Proclamation: On December 9, 2003, Queen Elizabeth II signed a royal proclamation
acknowledging the trials and suffering of the Acadian people resulting from the Great Upheaval between
1755 and 1763, designating July 28 of every year as "A Day of Commemoration of the Great Upheaval."

Indigenous Title & The Marshall Decisions: The parallel history of Wabanaki land dispossession and the
scalp bounties underscores contemporary Supreme Court of Canada jurisprudence (e.g., R. v. Marshall,
1999) recognizing the enduring validity of the 1752 and 1760–61 Peace and Friendship Treaties, affirming
that Mi'kma'ki was never ceded by conquest or treaty.

The Acadian Diaspora: The enduring survival of the Acadian people—reflected today in the thriving
Acadian culture of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, and the Cajun culture of
Louisiana (Les Cadiens)—remains a testament to cultural resilience against total state-sponsored erasure.
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