
The Aqueous Conundrum: An 
Examination of Water and Wetness 
The seemingly simple query, "Is water wet?", often elicits an immediate affirmative response. 
However, upon closer inspection, this question reveals a surprising depth, touching upon 
fundamental concepts in language, physics, and even philosophy . The debate surrounding this 
topic highlights the intricacies of definitions, the nature of matter, and the way we perceive the 
world around us. While intuition might suggest an obvious answer, a rigorous analysis compels 
a more nuanced exploration into what it means for something to be "wet" and the unique 
properties of water itself. This report will delve into the various facets of this debate, examining 
dictionary definitions, the molecular characteristics of water, the scientific principles governing 
how liquids interact with surfaces, the common arguments presented on both sides of the issue, 
the philosophical considerations that underpin the discussion, and the crucial distinction 
between a substance being wet and its capacity to make other things wet. 

Deconstructing "Wet": A Multifaceted Definition 
Understanding the core of the debate necessitates a thorough examination of the term "wet." Its 
meaning, as defined by various authoritative sources, provides the crucial framework for 
determining whether water can indeed be described as such. 

Dictionary Definitions: Core Components and Variations 

Across several dictionaries, the definition of "wet" consistently revolves around the presence of 
liquid, most commonly water. Britannica defines "wet" as "covered or soaked with water or 
another liquid: not dry" . This definition emphasizes a state of being permeated or coated by a 
liquid, providing examples such as "wet clothes," "wet floor," and hair being "still wet" . 
Merriam-Webster echoes this, stating that "wet" means "consisting of, containing, covered with, 
or soaked with liquid (such as water)" . Similarly, Dictionary.com defines "wet" as "moistened, 
covered, or soaked with water or some other liquid" . The Oxford English Dictionary offers a 
more elaborate definition, including "consisting of moisture, liquid" and "of things, esp. clothing" 
when made damp . Collins Dictionary provides a straightforward definition: "If something is wet, 
it is covered in water, rain, sweat, tears, or another liquid" . 
These definitions share a common thread: "wet" describes a condition where a substance has 
come into contact with and absorbed or is coated by a liquid. The verb form of "wet" further 
reinforces this idea, with dictionaries defining it as "to cause (something) to become wet" . 
Additionally, the synonyms provided for "wet," such as awash, bathed, drenched, saturated, and 
soaked , all point to a state of being thoroughly permeated or covered by a liquid. 
It is important to note that the word "wet" also carries various informal and context-dependent 
meanings. For instance, it can refer to rainy weather, paint that is not yet dry, a place where 
alcoholic beverages are sold, or even a weak person . Phrases like "wet behind the ears" or "get 
your feet wet" further illustrate the metaphorical uses of the term . However, for the purpose of 
this inquiry, the primary definition relating to the presence of liquid is the most pertinent. The 
consistent emphasis across dictionaries on a substance being acted upon by a liquid suggests 



that "wetness" is a state conferred upon something else. 

Exploring "Wetness": The State of Being Wet 

The noun form, "wetness," refers to the condition or quality of being wet. Vocabulary.com 
defines "wetness" as "the condition of containing or being covered by a liquid (especially water)" 
and lists "dryness" as its antonym . Cambridge Dictionary similarly defines "wetness" as "the 
state of containing or being covered with water or another liquid" . Merriam-Webster states that 
"wetness" is the noun form of "wet" and equates it with "moisture" . YourDictionary provides a 
concise definition: "The condition of being wet" . These definitions of "wetness" underscore the 
idea that it is a state resulting from the presence of a liquid. The existence of varying degrees of 
wetness, such as dampness, moistness, and sogginess , further illustrates that "wetness" 
describes a spectrum of conditions resulting from the interaction with a liquid. 

Understanding Water: The Essence of Wetness? 
Water, the very substance most often associated with the concept of "wet," plays a central role 
in this debate. Its fundamental properties at a molecular level are crucial to understanding how it 
interacts with other materials and whether it can be considered "wet" itself. 

Molecular Definition and Basic Properties 

Water is a chemical substance with the formula H₂O, meaning each molecule consists of two 
hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom . It exists on Earth in gaseous (water vapor), liquid 
(water), and solid (ice) states . At room temperature, pure water is a tasteless, odorless, and 
nearly colorless liquid . One of its most significant properties is its ability to dissolve many other 
substances, earning it the moniker of "universal solvent" . The strong association of water with 
the state of being wet in our everyday experience might lead to an initial assumption that water 
itself must inherently possess this quality. 

Key Molecular Properties: Polarity, Hydrogen Bonding, Cohesion, and 
Adhesion 

Water's unique properties stem from its molecular structure. The oxygen atom is more 
electronegative than hydrogen, meaning it attracts electrons more strongly, resulting in a polar 
molecule with a partial negative charge on the oxygen and partial positive charges on the 
hydrogen atoms . This polarity allows water molecules to form hydrogen bonds with each other, 
where the partially positive hydrogen of one molecule is attracted to the partially negative 
oxygen of another . 
These hydrogen bonds are responsible for several key properties of water, including cohesion 
and adhesion . Cohesion refers to the attraction between molecules of the same kind. In water, 
the strong cohesive forces due to hydrogen bonding lead to high surface tension, the tendency 
of the liquid's surface to resist rupture . This is why water forms droplets and allows some 
insects to walk on its surface . Adhesion, on the other hand, is the attraction between molecules 
of different kinds. Water molecules are attracted to other polar or ionic substances through 
adhesive forces . These molecular properties, particularly cohesion and adhesion, are 
fundamental to understanding how water interacts with other substances and causes them to 



become wet. 

The Science of Wetting: A Balance of Forces 
The scientific explanation of wetting lies in the interplay between the cohesive forces within a 
liquid and the adhesive forces between that liquid and a solid surface. This balance determines 
whether a liquid will spread out and make a surface wet or bead up and minimize contact. 

Cohesion vs. Adhesion: The Determinants of Wetting 

Wetting occurs when the adhesive forces between a liquid and a solid surface are stronger than 
the cohesive forces within the liquid . In such cases, the liquid molecules are more attracted to 
the surface than to each other, causing the liquid to spread out and maximize its contact with 
the solid, resulting in the sensation and state of wetness. Water, with its strong cohesive forces 
due to hydrogen bonding, tends to form spherical droplets to minimize contact with hydrophobic 
surfaces, indicating poor wetting . Conversely, on hydrophilic surfaces where adhesive forces 
are stronger, water will spread out, wetting the surface. Other liquids, such as alcohol, have 
weaker cohesive forces than water and are therefore better at wetting some surfaces . The 
addition of detergents to water can improve its wetting ability by reducing its cohesive forces, 
allowing it to spread more easily . This scientific understanding of wetting as a phenomenon 
occurring at the interface between a liquid and a solid inherently requires two different phases of 
matter. 

Contact Angle: Quantifying Wettability 

The degree to which a liquid wets a solid surface can be quantified by the contact angle, which 
is the angle formed by the liquid-vapor interface at the point where it meets the solid-liquid 
interface . A contact angle less than 90° (a low contact angle) typically indicates that wetting of 
the surface is favorable, and the liquid will spread over a large area . Conversely, a contact 
angle greater than 90° (a high contact angle) generally means that wetting is unfavorable, and 
the liquid will minimize contact with the surface, forming a compact droplet . A perfectly wettable 
surface would have a contact angle of 0°, while a perfectly hydrophobic surface, completely 
repelling water, would have a contact angle of 180° . The contact angle provides a measurable 
way to assess the "wetness" of a surface in relation to a specific liquid, reinforcing the idea that 
wetness is a property of the surface-liquid interaction. 

Human Perception of Wetness: A Learned Sensation 

Interestingly, humans do not possess specific sensory receptors for detecting wetness . Instead, 
our perception of wetness is a learned sensation arising from a combination of thermal and 
tactile inputs processed by our nervous system . Specifically, the sensation of wetness is 
thought to be generated by the integration of information about skin cooling, primarily signaled 
by thinly myelinated thermoreceptors, and rapid changes in touch, detected by fast-conducting, 
myelinated mechanoreceptors . Factors such as the temperature of the moisture and whether 
the skin is hairy or smooth can influence our sensitivity to wetness . This suggests that the 
"wetness" we feel is not a direct detection of moisture but rather an interpretation by our brains 



based on other sensory cues. 

Arguments for Water Being Wet: The Intuitive 
Perspective 
Despite the scientific perspective emphasizing the interaction with a solid surface, many argue 
that water is indeed wet, often based on intuitive reasoning and alternative interpretations of the 
definition. 

Definition-Based Arguments: Water Covered by Water 

One common argument posits that if "wet" is defined as "covered or soaked with water," then 
water is inherently wet because a collection of water molecules is essentially water being 
covered by more water molecules . Just as individual clothes in a pile of wet laundry are 
considered wet because they are soaked with water , each water molecule within a larger body 
of water is surrounded by and interacts with other water molecules. This perspective relies on a 
self-referential application of the definition, suggesting that a substance can be wet by virtue of 
its own constituent parts being in contact with each other. 

Water Makes Things Wet, Therefore It Must Be Wet 

Another intuitive argument suggests that because water has the distinct property of making 
other things wet when it comes into contact with them, water itself must possess this quality . 
This line of reasoning often employs analogies: fire makes things hot, so fire must be hot; salt 
makes food salty, so salt must be salty . By extension, water makes things wet, therefore water 
must be wet. This argument appeals to the common understanding that a cause typically 
possesses the property it imparts to others. 

Arguments Against Water Being Wet: The Scientific 
and Semantic Critique 
Conversely, a strong case can be made against the notion that water is wet, drawing primarily 
from scientific definitions and semantic considerations. 

Wetness Requires a Solid Surface: The Adhesion Argument 

A central argument against water being wet is rooted in the scientific definition of wetting, which 
describes the ability of a liquid to adhere to the surface of a solid . According to this view, 
wetness is a property that emerges from the interaction between a liquid and a solid. Water, in 
its liquid state, does not have a solid surface to which it can adhere in the same way it adheres 
to other materials. Adding water to water simply results in more water, not a state of "wetter" 
water . This perspective emphasizes that wetness is a relational phenomenon, requiring an 
interface between a liquid and a solid. 

Water is the Agent of Wetness, Not the Recipient 



Another argument posits that water is the agent that causes wetness in other objects, rather 
than being the recipient of this property itself . This is often illustrated with analogies: light 
illuminates objects but is not itself an illuminated object; a battery provides electricity but is not 
electricity itself . In this framework, water possesses the quality of wetness, which it can transfer 
to other materials, but it does not experience wetness in the same way a towel does when it 
absorbs water. 

Semantic Argument: "Wet" as an Adjective Describing a Noun 

From a linguistic standpoint, "wet" is typically used as an adjective to describe a noun, such as a 
"wet towel" or a "wet floor" . Water, being a noun (a substance), might not be appropriately 
described by the adjective "wet" in the same way. Applying the adjective to the very substance 
that defines the state of being wet can be seen as semantically awkward or incorrect . This 
perspective suggests that the grammatical function of the word "wet" implies a modification of 
something other than the liquid itself. 

The Philosophical Angle: Delving into Semantics and 
the Nature of Properties 
The debate over whether water is wet extends beyond scientific definitions and delves into 
philosophical considerations about language, meaning, and the nature of properties. 

The Importance of Definition: Wittgenstein's Perspective 

The philosophical view often emphasizes that the answer to the question hinges entirely on how 
one defines "wet" and "wetness" . The philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein famously argued that 
many philosophical problems arise from the imprecise or unclear use of language . In this 
context, the ambiguity in the common understanding of "wet" allows for multiple interpretations 
and thus different answers to the question. The philosophical approach suggests that the focus 
should be on clarifying the intended meaning of "wet" rather than seeking a definitive, objective 
answer. 

Intrinsic vs. Relational Properties: Where Does Wetness Reside? 

Philosophical inquiry also explores whether "wetness" is an intrinsic property of a substance, 
like its mass or density, or a relational property that emerges from the interaction between 
substances . If wetness is considered a relational property, describing the interaction between 
water and another object or our sensory experience of that interaction , then water, by itself, 
cannot possess this property. The property of being wet would then reside not in the water alone 
but in the relationship between the water and something else. 

The Paradox of Self-Reference 

The very structure of the question "Is water wet?" leads to a potential paradox of self-reference . 
If we define "wet" in terms of water, asking if water is wet becomes a circular argument. This 
self-referential nature suggests that a straightforward yes or no answer might be insufficient and 
that the question itself might highlight the limitations of language when applied to its own 



fundamental components. 

Distinguishing Between Being Wet and Making Things 
Wet: A Crucial Distinction 
A key element in resolving the debate lies in distinguishing between the property that allows 
water to make other things wet and the state of being wet itself. 

Water Possesses the Quality of Wetness, But Is It Wet? 

Water undoubtedly possesses the quality or property of wetness, which enables it to make other 
substances wet upon contact . However, this does not necessarily mean that water is "wet" in 
the same way a sponge becomes wet when it absorbs water. The ability to cause wetness is a 
fundamental characteristic of water, stemming from its molecular properties, but it is 
conceptually distinct from the state of being saturated or covered by a liquid. Just as a flashlight 
has the quality of producing light but is not itself "light," water has the quality of causing wetness 
but might not be "wet" in the same sense as an object it has affected . 

Everyday Language vs. Scientific Definitions 

The apparent contradiction in answering the question often arises from the different contexts in 
which the term "wet" is used. In everyday language, we might intuitively say that water is wet 
because it is the quintessential liquid associated with wetness . However, from a more rigorous 
scientific perspective, particularly when considering the mechanics of wetting involving adhesion 
to a solid surface, water is generally not considered wet . The discrepancy lies in the level of 
precision and the specific criteria used to define "wetness." 

Conclusion: A Wet and Wild Semantic Journey 
In conclusion, the question of whether water is wet does not have a simple yes or no answer. 
The determination hinges largely on the definition of "wet" that is employed. From a scientific 
standpoint, where "wetness" is often defined as the ability of a liquid to adhere to a solid 
surface, water itself is generally not considered wet. This is because wetness in this context 
describes a relationship between a liquid and a solid, and water in its liquid state does not have 
a solid surface to adhere to in the same manner. 
However, in everyday language, the strong and pervasive association of water with the 
sensation and state of being wet often leads to the intuitive conclusion that water is indeed wet. 
If "wet" is simply defined as being covered or saturated with water, then a body of water, where 
molecules are surrounded by other water molecules, could be argued to fit this description. 
Ultimately, the debate over whether water is wet serves as a valuable exercise in exploring the 
nuances of language, the precision of scientific definitions, and the philosophical considerations 
that underlie our understanding of the world. While the question might seem trivial on the 
surface, it compels us to think critically about fundamental concepts and the way we use 
language to describe them. Whether one concludes that water is wet or not, the journey of 
exploring this seemingly simple question reveals a fascinating interplay between science, 
semantics, and our everyday experiences. 



Dictionary Source Core Definition(s) Relevant Nuances or Examples 
Britannica Covered or soaked with water 

or another liquid; not dry. 
Wet clothes, wet floor, hair still 
wet. 

Merriam-Webster Consisting of, containing, 
covered with, or soaked with 
liquid (such as water). 

Wet weather, wet paint, wet 
driver. 

Dictionary.com Moistened, covered, or soaked 
with water or some other liquid. 

Wet hands, wet paint, wet 
streets. 

Oxford English Dict Consisting of moisture, liquid; 
of things, esp. clothing when 
made damp. 

Pleonastic epithet of water or 
tears. 

Collins Dictionary Covered in water, rain, sweat, 
tears, or another liquid. 

Toweled his wet hair, getting my 
feet wet. 

 
Property Description Relevance to "Wetness" 
Polarity Uneven distribution of electron 

density, leading to partial 
positive and negative charges. 

Enables hydrogen bonding and 
attraction to other polar 
substances. 

Hydrogen Bonding Attraction between a partially 
positive hydrogen atom of one 
water molecule and a partially 
negative atom (oxygen) of 
another. 

Responsible for strong 
cohesive forces. 

Cohesion Attraction between water 
molecules due to hydrogen 
bonds. 

Leads to surface tension and 
the tendency to form droplets. 

Adhesion Attraction of water molecules to 
other substances, particularly 
polar or ionic ones. 

Allows water to stick to 
surfaces and cause them to 
become wet. 

Works cited 

1. Is water actually wet? Scientists aren't sure - BBC Science Focus Magazine, 
https://www.sciencefocus.com/science/is-water-wet 2. Wet Definition & Meaning | Britannica 
Dictionary, https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/wet 3. WET Definition & Meaning - 
Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/wet 4. WET Definition & 
Meaning | Dictionary.com, https://www.dictionary.com/browse/wet 5. wet, adj. meanings, 
etymology and more | Oxford English Dictionary, https://www.oed.com/dictionary/wet_adj 6. 
WET definition in American English - Collins Dictionary, 
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/wet 7. www.vocabulary.com, 
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/wetness#:~:text=Definitions%20of%20wetness,dryness 
8. Wetness - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms - Vocabulary.com, 
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/wetness 9. WETNESS | definition in the Cambridge 
English Dictionary, https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/wetness 10. Wetness 
Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary, https://www.yourdictionary.com/wetness 11. Water | 
Definition, Chemical Formula, Structure, Molecule, & Facts | Britannica, 
https://www.britannica.com/science/water 12. Water - Wikipedia, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water 13. WATER Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com, 



https://www.dictionary.com/browse/water 14. WATER definition in American English - Collins 
Dictionary, https://www.collinsdictionary.com/us/dictionary/english/water 15. 
www.britannica.com, 
https://www.britannica.com/science/water#:~:text=water%2C%20a%20substance%20composed
%20of,to%20dissolve%20many%20other%20substances. 16. Water molecules and their 
interaction with salt | U.S. Geological Survey - USGS.gov, 
https://www.usgs.gov/index.php/media/images/water-molecules-and-their-interaction-salt 17. 
www.khanacademy.org, 
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/ap-biology/chemistry-of-life/structure-of-water-and-hydro
gen-bonding/a/hs-water-and-life-review#:~:text=Unique%20properties%20of%20water&text=Wa
ter%20molecules%20are%20polar%2C%20with,Water%20is%20an%20excellent%20solvent. 
18. Lesson summary: Water and life (article) - Khan Academy, 
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/ap-biology/chemistry-of-life/structure-of-water-and-hydro
gen-bonding/a/hs-water-and-life-review 19. Properties of water - Wikipedia, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Properties_of_water 20. Properties of Water (A-level Biology) - 
Study Mind, https://studymind.co.uk/notes/properties-of-water/ 21. How Water's Properties Are 
Encoded in Its Molecular Structure and Energies | Chemical Reviews - ACS Publications, 
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.chemrev.7b00259 22. clearlyfiltered.com, 
https://clearlyfiltered.com/articles/is-water-wet#:~:text=Water%20is%20not%20wet%20because,
contact%20with%20a%20solid%20object. 23. Is Water Wet? | Fluoride Filter Water Bottles & 
Pitchers to Remove Contaminants - Clearly Filtered, 
https://clearlyfiltered.com/articles/is-water-wet 24. Is water wet? - UCSB Science Line, 
http://scienceline.ucsb.edu/getkey.php?key=6097 25. Wetting - Wikipedia, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wetting 26. Is Water Wet? The Answer is Surprisingly Elusive - 
Mental Floss, https://www.mentalfloss.com/posts/is-water-wet 27. Is water wet? It's ... not really 
that straightforward - ZME Science, 
https://www.zmescience.com/feature-post/natural-sciences/chemistry-articles/physical-chemistry
/is-water-wet/ 28. Human skin wetness perception: psychophysical and neurophysiological 
bases - PMC, https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4843859/ 29. How do we know when 
something is wet? - BBC Science Focus Magazine, 
https://www.sciencefocus.com/the-human-body/how-do-we-know-when-something-is-wet 30. 
The biology of skin wetness perception and its implications in manual function and for 
reproducing complex somatosensory signals in neuroprosthetics | Journal of Neurophysiology, 
https://journals.physiology.org/doi/abs/10.1152/jn.00883.2016 31. The biology of skin wetness 
perception and its implications in manual function and for reproducing complex somatosensory 
signals in neuroprosthetics, https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5384974/ 32. New Study 
Reveals: “Why Wet Feels Wet” - Sites at Dartmouth, 
https://sites.dartmouth.edu/dujs/2014/10/13/new-study-reveals-why-wet-feels-wet/ 33. Why wet 
feels wet? A neurophysiological model of human cutaneous wetness sensitivity, 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/263291307_Why_wet_feels_wet_A_neurophysiologica
l_model_of_human_cutaneous_wetness_sensitivity 34. Why wet feels wet? A 
neurophysiological model of human cutaneous wetness sensitivity - American Journal of 
Physiology, https://journals.physiology.org/doi/full/10.1152/jn.00120.2014 35. Opinion: Yes, 
Water is Wet - Niles West News, 
https://nileswestnews.org/62811/uncategorized/opinion-yes-water-is-wet/ 36. The Real Answer 
to a Major Mystery — Is Water Wet? - Trinity – ECHO, 
https://trinityecho.com/20121/columns/the-real-answer-to-a-major-mystery-is-water-wet/ 37. Is 
Water Wet? - The Pirateer, https://thepirateer.com/9706/showcase/is-water-wet/ 38. is water wet 



or does water make things wet - Lichess, 
https://lichess.org/forum/off-topic-discussion/is-water-wet-or-does-water-make-things-wet 39. 
Let's Debate: Is Water Wet? - YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibjs0ONwiPI 40. Is 
Water Wet? : r/chemistry - Reddit, 
https://www.reddit.com/r/chemistry/comments/82c954/is_water_wet/ 41. Is Water Wet? - Epic 
Water Filters, https://www.epicwaterfilters.com/blogs/news/is-water-wet 42. Flexi answers - Why 
do things get wet? | CK-12 Foundation, 
https://www.ck12.org/flexi/biology/water-and-life/why-do-things-get-wet/ 43. Water is Not Wet - 
The Stuyvesant Spectator, https://stuyspec.com/article/water-is-not-wet 44. Keith's 
Conundrums: Is Water Wet? - Centre for Inquiry Canada, 
https://centreforinquiry.ca/keiths-conundrums-is-water-wet/ 45. www.sciencefocus.com, 
https://www.sciencefocus.com/science/is-water-wet#:~:text=Most%20scientists%20define%20w
etness%20as,liquids%20can%20be%20considered%20wet. 46. Is Water Wet? - The Grizzly, 
https://thegrizzlynews.org/2097/showcase/is-water-wet/ 47. Is Water Wet?—A Philosophical 
Inquiry | Neologikon - WordPress.com, 
https://neologikonblog.wordpress.com/2018/01/05/is-water-wet-a-philosophical-inquiry/ 48. Is 
Water Wet. Water is an elemental force that is… | by Evolution - Medium, 
https://medium.com/@cchess136/is-water-wet-d61b028e66f6 49. Can water be considered 
wet? : r/askphilosophy - Reddit, 
https://www.reddit.com/r/askphilosophy/comments/2w9wur/can_water_be_considered_wet/ 


	The Aqueous Conundrum: An Examination of Water and Wetness 
	Deconstructing "Wet": A Multifaceted Definition 
	Dictionary Definitions: Core Components and Variations 
	Exploring "Wetness": The State of Being Wet 

	Understanding Water: The Essence of Wetness? 
	Molecular Definition and Basic Properties 
	Key Molecular Properties: Polarity, Hydrogen Bonding, Cohesion, and Adhesion 

	The Science of Wetting: A Balance of Forces 
	Cohesion vs. Adhesion: The Determinants of Wetting 
	Contact Angle: Quantifying Wettability 
	Human Perception of Wetness: A Learned Sensation 

	Arguments for Water Being Wet: The Intuitive Perspective 
	Definition-Based Arguments: Water Covered by Water 
	Water Makes Things Wet, Therefore It Must Be Wet 

	Arguments Against Water Being Wet: The Scientific and Semantic Critique 
	Wetness Requires a Solid Surface: The Adhesion Argument 
	Water is the Agent of Wetness, Not the Recipient 
	Semantic Argument: "Wet" as an Adjective Describing a Noun 

	The Philosophical Angle: Delving into Semantics and the Nature of Properties 
	The Importance of Definition: Wittgenstein's Perspective 
	Intrinsic vs. Relational Properties: Where Does Wetness Reside? 
	The Paradox of Self-Reference 

	Distinguishing Between Being Wet and Making Things Wet: A Crucial Distinction 
	Water Possesses the Quality of Wetness, But Is It Wet? 
	Everyday Language vs. Scientific Definitions 

	Conclusion: A Wet and Wild Semantic Journey 
	Works cited 



