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Abstract

This Universal Declaration establishes legal and ethical protections for future
generations, ensuring sustainable resource management, climate responsibility, eco-
nomic fairness, and long-term governance. It affirms the duty of present generations
to act as stewards of the planet, safeguarding the rights and interests of those yet
to be born.
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Preamble

Recognizing that the well-being of future generations depends on the decisions and policies
enacted today, and affirming the ethical and legal responsibility of present generations to
safeguard the environmental, economic, and social conditions necessary for their survival
and prosperity, this Declaration proclaims the following principles:

1. Future generations have the right to a livable planet, free from catastrophic envi-
ronmental degradation.

2. Governments, corporations, and individuals bear a duty of care to ensure the sus-
tainability of natural resources and ecosystems.

3. Policies must be guided by long-term thinking, preventing irreversible harm to the
environment and global stability.

4. Economic, technological, and legal systems must incorporate intergenerational jus-
tice to ensure fair opportunities for future populations.

Article 1: Definitions

For the purposes of this Declaration:

• Future Generations: Individuals who are yet to be born but will inherit the
consequences of present-day decisions.

• Intergenerational Justice: The principle that present generations must act re-
sponsibly to ensure fairness and sustainability for those who come after.

• Environmental Stewardship: The ethical and legal obligation to protect natural
ecosystems for future use.

• Sustainability: The management of resources in a manner that preserves their
availability for future generations.

• Irreversible Harm: Actions that cause permanent damage to ecosystems, climate,
or critical societal systems.

Article 2: General Principles

2.1 Right to a Sustainable Environment

Future generations have an inherent right to a clean, healthy, and stable environment,
free from severe climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution.

2.2 Preservation of Natural Resources

Governments and corporations must manage resources in a way that ensures their long-
term availability, preventing exploitation that compromises future access.
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2.3 Economic and Social Stability

Financial systems, taxation policies, and global trade must be structured to prevent
burdensome debt, economic collapse, or resource depletion that would disadvantage future
populations.

2.4 Scientific and Technological Responsibility

The development of new technologies, including artificial intelligence, biotechnology, and
energy systems, must consider long-term impacts and ethical consequences.

2.5 Legal and Policy Integration

All legal frameworks should incorporate mechanisms to protect the rights and interests
of future generations, including constitutional amendments and international treaties.

Article 3: Ethical and Legal Obligations

3.1 Governments

States shall integrate long-term planning into policymaking, enforce environmental pro-
tections, and create legal mechanisms to hold present-day actors accountable for harm to
future generations.

3.2 Corporations and Private Sector

Businesses must adopt sustainable practices, avoid exploitative resource extraction, and
contribute to global efforts to mitigate climate change and environmental degradation.

3.3 Individuals and Civil Society

Present generations must advocate for sustainable policies, promote ethical consumption,
and hold decision-makers accountable for actions that threaten the well-being of future
populations.

Article 4: Implementation and Compliance

4.1 Global Governance Mechanism

An independent international body shall be established to assess global compliance with
this Declaration, issue reports, and recommend best practices.

4.2 National Legislation

Countries shall enact domestic laws ensuring that public and private entities align with
intergenerational justice principles, including environmental and economic sustainability.
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4.3 Educational Initiatives

Governments and institutions shall incorporate intergenerational justice and sustainabil-
ity education into curricula, promoting awareness of long-term ethical responsibility.

Article 5: Enforcement Mechanisms

5.1 Legal Accountability

Governments, corporations, and individuals who violate principles of intergenerational
justice may be subject to international legal action, sanctions, and financial penalties.

5.2 Climate and Environmental Courts

Specialized judicial bodies shall be established to adjudicate cases of environmental de-
struction, ensuring future generations have legal representation.

5.3 Whistleblower Protections

Individuals exposing violations of sustainability principles, including environmental de-
struction and unethical economic practices, shall be legally protected from retaliation.

Final Provisions

This Declaration serves as a foundational ethical and legal framework for intergenerational
justice. It shall be open to ratification by states, corporations, and institutions, who
commit to upholding its principles.

Signed on February 27, 2025

Marie Seshat Landry
Marie Landry’s Spy Shop
www.marielandryceo.com
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