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Abstract

This Universal Declaration establishes ethical principles and legal standards for
the responsible development, deployment, and governance of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) systems. It aims to protect human dignity, prevent harm, and ensure trans-
parency, accountability, and fairness in AI technologies worldwide.
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Preamble

Recognizing the transformative potential of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in society, econ-
omy, and governance, and aware of the ethical, legal, and human rights challenges posed
by AI technologies, this Declaration affirms the following principles:

1. AI should be designed and deployed in ways that respect fundamental human rights
and dignity.

2. Ethical guidelines must ensure fairness, transparency, and accountability in AI sys-
tems.

3. AI development must prioritize the well-being of humanity, prevent harm, and
mitigate biases.

4. Democratic oversight and legal frameworks must regulate AI applications, particu-
larly in sensitive domains such as law enforcement, healthcare, and finance.

Article 1: Definitions

For the purposes of this Declaration:

• Artificial Intelligence (AI): A system that can perform tasks that typically
require human intelligence, including learning, decision-making, and pattern recog-
nition.

• Algorithmic Bias: Systematic errors in AI decision-making that result in unfair
or discriminatory outcomes.

• Explainability: The ability to understand and interpret the decision-making pro-
cess of AI systems.

• Autonomous Systems: AI-driven entities that operate without direct human
intervention.

• Harm Mitigation: Strategies to prevent AI technologies from causing social,
economic, or physical harm.

Article 2: General Principles

2.1 Human-Centered AI

AI systems must be designed, deployed, and monitored with human dignity and funda-
mental rights as the core priority.

2.2 Transparency and Explainability

Organizations developing and deploying AI must ensure that their systems are inter-
pretable, auditable, and subject to public scrutiny.
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2.3 Accountability

Developers, deployers, and users of AI must be held legally responsible for the conse-
quences of AI decisions.

2.4 Fairness and Non-Discrimination

AI must not reinforce or create biases based on race, gender, socioeconomic status, or
other protected characteristics.

2.5 Safety and Risk Mitigation

AI systems must undergo rigorous safety assessments before deployment, particularly in
high-stakes applications such as healthcare and law enforcement.

Article 3: Ethical and Legal Obligations

3.1 Governments

Governments shall establish regulatory bodies to oversee AI ethics, enforce legal compli-
ance, and promote international cooperation.

3.2 Private Sector

Corporations developing AI must adhere to ethical standards, conduct impact assess-
ments, and ensure compliance with international human rights laws.

3.3 Researchers and Developers

AI professionals must integrate ethical considerations into design and testing, ensuring
their work aligns with human-centered principles.

Article 4: Implementation and Compliance

4.1 Global Governance Framework

An international body shall be established to monitor AI ethics compliance, mediate
disputes, and recommend best practices.

4.2 National Legislation

States shall enact domestic laws aligning with this Declaration, ensuring AI governance
mechanisms are enforced.

4.3 Public Awareness and Education

Governments and institutions shall promote AI literacy and ethical awareness among the
public.
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Article 5: Enforcement Mechanisms

5.1 Legal Accountability

Entities violating AI ethics principles shall be subject to sanctions, fines, and legal liabil-
ity.

5.2 International Collaboration

Nations and organizations shall cooperate to prevent the misuse of AI, share ethical best
practices, and foster responsible innovation.

5.3 Whistleblower Protections

Individuals reporting unethical AI practices shall be legally protected from retaliation.

Final Provisions

This Declaration serves as a foundational ethical and legal framework for AI governance.
It shall be open to ratification by states, corporations, and institutions, who commit to
upholding its principles.

Signed on February 27, 2025

Marie Seshat Landry Marie Landry’s Spy Shop www.marielandryceo.com
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