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Abstract

This Universal Declaration establishes ethical and legal standards for space ex-
ploration, planetary protection, and extraterrestrial governance. It affirms that
space is a shared domain of humanity, requiring responsible stewardship to pre-
vent environmental harm, resource exploitation, and conflicts over extraterrestrial
territories. The Declaration calls upon governments, corporations, and scientific
institutions to uphold principles of sustainability, peace, and ethical responsibility
in space activities.
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Preamble

Recognizing that space exploration represents a pivotal frontier for humanity and ac-
knowledging the potential risks of unchecked expansion, resource exploitation, and geopo-
litical conflicts in space, this Declaration affirms the following principles:

1.

Outer space shall be governed by principles of peace, cooperation, and sustainability,
free from militarization and territorial claims.

The exploration and use of space must prioritize environmental protection, ensuring
the preservation of extraterrestrial ecosystems and celestial bodies.

The extraction of space resources must be conducted with fairness, transparency,
and in alignment with global sustainability goals.

The colonization or inhabitation of celestial bodies must respect ethical, legal, and
ecological principles, ensuring long-term sustainability.

No entity shall engage in actions that threaten the stability of space environments,
including excessive debris production, weaponization, or uncontrolled technological
experimentation.

Article 1: Definitions

For the purposes of this Declaration:

Planetary Protection: The practice of preventing biological contamination be-
tween Earth and extraterrestrial environments.

Space Resource Utilization: The extraction and use of materials from celestial
bodies, such as asteroids, the Moon, and Mars.

Celestial Sovereignty: The principle that no nation, corporation, or entity may
claim ownership over extraterrestrial bodies or regions.

Karman Line: The internationally recognized boundary of space, set at 100 km
above Earth’s surface.

Space Debris Mitigation: Strategies to prevent and manage the accumulation
of defunct satellites and other artificial objects in orbit.

Article 2: General Principles

2.1

Preservation of Space as a Global Commons

Space shall remain a shared domain for all humankind, governed by international treaties
and ethical guidelines to prevent monopolization or militarization.

2.2

Protection of Extraterrestrial Environments

Governments and space agencies must adopt strict planetary protection measures to
prevent biological and chemical contamination of celestial bodies.



2.3 Ethical Space Resource Utilization

Any extraction of extraterrestrial resources must be subject to international oversight,
ensuring equitable benefits and environmental sustainability.

2.4 Non-Militarization of Space

Weapons of mass destruction and military installations shall be prohibited in outer space,
ensuring peaceful exploration and cooperation.

2.5 Sustainable Space Habitation

Future human settlements on celestial bodies must be developed using sustainable tech-
nologies, respecting local planetary conditions and avoiding environmental degradation.

Article 3: Ethical and Legal Obligations

3.1 Governments

States shall uphold international space law, ensuring national space programs comply
with ethical exploration and planetary protection standards.

3.2 Corporations and Private Space Entities

Private space enterprises must operate transparently, adhering to global ethical regula-
tions on resource extraction, environmental protection, and space debris management.

3.3 Scientific Institutions and Researchers

Research institutions conducting space missions must prioritize ethical considerations,
ensuring that scientific advancements align with sustainability and planetary preserva-
tion.

Article 4: Implementation and Compliance

4.1 Global Space Governance Framework

An independent international organization shall be established to regulate space activi-
ties, ensuring compliance with ethical exploration principles and overseeing space treaties.

4.2 National and International Space Laws

Governments must implement legal frameworks preventing the monopolization of ex-
traterrestrial resources and ensuring responsible space development.

4.3 Public Education and Space Ethics Awareness

Educational institutions must promote awareness of ethical space exploration, ensuring
future generations understand the responsibilities of humanity’s expansion into space.



Article 5: Enforcement Mechanisms

5.1 Legal Accountability for Space Violations

Entities violating planetary protection, space sustainability, or ethical exploration guide-
lines shall face legal repercussions, including sanctions and mission restrictions.

5.2 Liability for Space Debris and Environmental Damage

Governments and corporations responsible for excessive space debris or planetary con-
tamination shall be legally accountable for mitigation and cleanup efforts.

5.3 Whistleblower Protections

Individuals exposing unethical space activities, including resource monopolization, envi-
ronmental harm, or militarization, shall be legally protected from retaliation.

Final Provisions

This Declaration serves as a foundational ethical and legal framework for the governance
of space exploration and planetary protection. It shall be open to ratification by states,
corporations, and institutions, who commit to upholding its principles.

Signed on February 27, 2025
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