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Adopted in the spirit of unity, dignity, and the shared longing of all beings for harmony.

Preamble

Recognizing that peace is not merely the absence of war, but the presence of justice,
compassion, understanding, and balance in all aspects of life,

Acknowledging the deep interconnection between all peoples, all living beings, and
the Earth itself,

Affirming that true peace must begin within the hearts and minds of individuals,
extend into the fabric of communities, and guide the policies of nations,

Honoring the wisdom of diverse cultures, faiths, and indigenous traditions that have
long upheld the sanctity of harmony,

Determined to create a world where future generations may live free from fear, hatred,
and violence, and thrive in dignity, cooperation, and joy,

We hereby proclaim this Universal Declaration of Peace as a common standard
and living guide for all humanity.
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Article 1. Right to Peace

Everyone has the inherent right to live in peace—free from war, violence, and coercion—in
dignity, security, and freedom.

Legal Foundation:

• UN General Assembly Resolution 39/11 (1984): Declaration on the Right of Peoples
to Peace

• UN Charter (1945), Article 1
• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), Article 3

Expanded Text: All peoples and individuals have the right to peace and to partic-
ipate in shaping a world order based on mutual respect, disarmament, and the peaceful
resolution of conflict. States shall not engage in war except under the constraints of
international law and collective security mechanisms.

Article 2. Inner Peace

Every person has the right to mental, emotional, and spiritual well-being, and the means
to cultivate inner peace.

Legal & Ethical Backing:

• WHO Constitution
• UNESCO Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights (2005), Article 14
• UN Sustainable Development Goal 3

Expanded Text: States and institutions shall recognize mental health as a founda-
tion of peace and provide access to care, mindfulness education, and spiritual resources.
The cultivation of inner peace is a personal and collective journey that supports global
harmony.

Article 3. Peace Among Nations

Nations must resolve conflicts through dialogue, diplomacy, and cooperation, avoiding
the use of force except as permitted by international law.

Legal Foundation:

• UN Charter, Article 2(4)
• Hague and Geneva Conventions
• International Court of Justice (ICJ)
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Expanded Text: All nations are obligated to avoid acts of aggression, respect the
sovereignty of others, and use peaceful means in resolving disputes. Multilateral institu-
tions must be strengthened to support this mandate.

Article 4. Peace in Communities

All communities have the right to live free from violence, injustice, and discrimination,
supported by fair institutions and social cohesion.

Legal Foundation:

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Articles 1, 2, 7
• International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
• Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

Expanded Text: Governments must protect communities from hate, violence, and
systemic injustice. Investments in education, restorative justice, inclusive governance,
and social services are essential to building peace from the ground up.

Article 5. Environmental Peace

Living in harmony with nature is essential for peace. Humanity must respect ecological
limits and protect the planet for future generations.

Legal Foundation:

• UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992)
• Paris Agreement (2015)
• UN General Assembly Resolution 76/300 (2022)

Expanded Text: Destruction of ecosystems and climate disruption are forms of
violence against the Earth and its peoples. Peace requires ecological justice, Indigenous
stewardship, and sustainable living practices worldwide.

Article 6. Cultural and Spiritual Harmony

Diverse peace traditions, spiritual beliefs, and cultural practices must be respected, pre-
served, and shared.

Legal & Ethical Backing:

• UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001)
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• UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007)
• UDHR, Article 18

Expanded Text: True peace honors the spiritual wisdom and cultural heritage of all
peoples. Dialogue among civilizations, interfaith cooperation, and protection of sacred
sites are vital to nurturing peace within and across societies.

Article 7. Education for Peace

Education must nurture peace through empathy, nonviolence, critical thinking, and global
citizenship.

Legal Foundation:

• UN Declaration on a Culture of Peace (1999)
• UN Sustainable Development Goal 4.7
• Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 29

Expanded Text: All people must be taught the values and skills of peaceful living:
dialogue, cooperation, emotional literacy, intercultural respect, and planetary steward-
ship.

Article 8. Truth and Reconciliation

Lasting peace requires confronting injustice, healing past wounds, and building trust
through truth and reconciliation.

Legal & Ethical Foundations:

• UN Principles to Combat Impunity (2005)
• International Truth and Reconciliation Commission Models

Expanded Text: Societies must acknowledge historical harms and engage in restora-
tive justice, apology, reparations, and healing practices grounded in truth.

Article 9. Nonviolence and Disarmament

Peace requires the rejection of violence and the active pursuit of disarmament and conflict
prevention.

Legal Foundation:

• Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
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• Arms Trade Treaty (2013)
• UN Disarmament Agenda

Expanded Text: Nations must reduce arms spending and eliminate weapons of mass
destruction. Peace movements and nonviolent resistance are essential parts of this goal.

Article 10. Shared Responsibility

Peace is a shared responsibility—of individuals, communities, institutions, and nations—and
must be cultivated daily.

Moral Foundation:

• Earth Charter Principle 16
• UN Declaration on the Right to Development (1986)

Expanded Text: Peace is not passive but active. Every person has a role to play—in
how we speak, act, and relate to others and nature. Peace requires courage, humility,
and collective commitment.
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