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Preamble

Recognizing that all animals are living beings with intrinsic value, sentience, and the
capacity to experience pain, suffering, and well-being,

Affirming that all animals, regardless of species, have the right to live free from cruelty,
abuse, and exploitation,

Acknowledging the vital role animals play in ecosystems, the environment, and human
society,

Emphasizing that the ethical treatment of animals is essential for a just and compas-
sionate world,

We, the peoples and nations of the world, declare the following Universal Rights of
Animals and the responsibilities of humanity to uphold them.

1 Right to Life and Existence

All animals have the inherent right to live and exist, free from unnecessary harm, killing,
or extinction caused by human actions.

2 Freedom from Cruelty and Suffering

No animal shall be subjected to abuse, torture, neglect, or cruel treatment in any form,
including but not limited to entertainment, experimentation, farming, and sport.

3 Right to Natural Behaviors and Habitats

All animals have the right to express their natural behaviors, live in environments that
support their well-being, and not be forced into unnatural conditions that cause physical
or psychological distress.

4 Protection of Wild Animals and Ecosystems

The habitats of wild animals must be preserved, and actions leading to deforestation,
pollution, climate change, and biodiversity loss must be addressed to ensure the survival
and well-being of all species.



5 Humane Treatment of Domesticated and Farmed
Animals

Animals under human care, including pets and farm animals, must be provided with
adequate food, water, shelter, medical care, and the ability to engage in natural behaviors.
Industrial farming practices that cause suffering must be abolished in favor of ethical,
sustainable alternatives.

6 Ethical Considerations in Scientific Research

Animal testing must be replaced with humane and scientifically advanced alternatives.
Where unavoidable, it must be conducted under strict ethical guidelines that minimize
harm, pain, and distress.

7 Prohibition of Exploitation for Entertainment and
Profit

Animals must not be used for cruel entertainment practices such as circuses, bullfight-
ing, and trophy hunting. Businesses profiting from animal exploitation must be held
accountable and transition toward ethical alternatives.

8 Responsibilities of Governments

All nations must implement and enforce laws that:
e Recognize and protect the rights of animals.
e Ban industries and practices that cause unnecessary suffering.

e Promote conservation efforts and habitat restoration.

9 Responsibilities of Businesses and Industries

Corporations and industries must:

e Adopt humane and ethical practices in food production, fashion, medicine, and
other fields.

e Eliminate reliance on factory farming, animal testing, and wildlife exploitation.

e Transition toward sustainable, cruelty-free alternatives.



10 Responsibilities of Individuals

People must:
e Treat animals with respect and compassion.
e Adopt ethical lifestyle choices, including plant-based diets and cruelty-free products.

e Support policies and organizations that protect animal rights.

11 International Cooperation and Legal Frameworks

Governments and international bodies must:
e Recognize animal rights as fundamental in international law.
e Establish and enforce global agreements to protect animals and their habitats.

e Collaborate to end illegal wildlife trade, poaching, and habitat destruction.

12 Cultural and Ethical Considerations

While acknowledging cultural traditions, all societies must transition away from practices
that cause harm to animals. Ethical reforms should be encouraged through education,
advocacy, and policy changes.

Conclusion

This declaration calls upon all individuals, societies, governments, and international
organizations to respect, protect, and uphold the rights of all animals. A world that
honors these principles will foster greater compassion, sustainability, and justice for all
living beings.
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