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Preamble

Recognizing that incitation to violence—whether through speech, media, political rhetoric,

or digital platforms—poses a serious threat to human rights, social stability, and global

peace,

Affirming that while freedom of expression is a fundamental right, it must be exercised

with responsibility and should not be used as a tool to provoke harm,

Recalling international frameworks such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

(1948), the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966), and the Rabat

Plan of Action (2012), which outline the limits of speech that incites violence,

We, the undersigned, declare the following principles and commitments to prevent

and counter incitation to violence in all its forms.

Article 1: Definition of Incitation to Violence

Incitation to violence shall be understood as any speech, message, or act—whether direct

or indirect—that:

1. Calls for, encourages, or justifies physical harm against individuals or groups;

2. Creates imminent danger by inflaming tensions in a way that is likely to lead to

violent acts;

3. Uses discriminatory language or misinformation with the intent to provoke violent

consequences.

Article 2: Universal Application

This declaration applies to all individuals, governments, institutions, and digital platforms

worldwide. It is particularly relevant to:

• Political leaders, public officials, and media figures who have influence over public

opinion;
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• Social media companies and content platforms responsible for moderating speech

online;

• Educational and community organizations that shape public discourse and cultural

narratives.

Article 3: Core Principles

To uphold peace and social cohesion, we commit to the following principles:

1. Freedom with Responsibility – Freedom of expression must be exercised with

awareness of its impact on others and society.

2. Protection of Vulnerable Groups – Groups historically targeted by incitement

must receive special protections against violent rhetoric.

3. Accountability – Those who incite violence should be held accountable through

legal, social, or institutional mechanisms.

4. Education and Awareness – Public campaigns and educational programs should

be promoted to counter inflammatory rhetoric.

5. Media and Digital Ethics – Digital and traditional media must establish safe-

guards to prevent the spread of incitement while maintaining free debate.

Article 4: Implementation & Enforcement

To ensure the effectiveness of this declaration, the following actions should be taken:

1. Legal Measures – Governments should enact and enforce laws against incitation

while respecting international human rights standards.

2. Digital Regulation – Social media platforms must develop transparent policies

to detect and mitigate content that incites violence.

3. Community-Based Solutions – Civil society should establish mechanisms for

early warning, mediation, and de-escalation of inflammatory speech.

4. Global Cooperation – International bodies should collaborate to monitor trends

in incitation and develop best practices for prevention.
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Article 5: Cultural and Ethical Considerations

Recognizing that speech norms vary across cultures and legal systems, this declaration

calls for:

1. Context-Sensitive Approaches – Local traditions and values should inform anti-

incitement measures without justifying oppression.

2. Dialogue and Mediation – Peacebuilding efforts should emphasize constructive

engagement over punitive measures whenever possible.

3. Respect for Legitimate Protest – Restrictions on incitement should not be used

as a pretext to suppress legitimate dissent and activism.

Conclusion

This Universal Declaration Against Incitation to Violence serves as a guiding framework

for individuals, governments, and institutions to prevent speech-driven violence while

respecting fundamental freedoms. We call upon all stakeholders to commit to these

principles and work together toward a world free from the dangers of incitement.
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