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Preamble

We,  the  members  of  the  global  community,  recognizing  the  vital  role  of  fish  in
maintaining the health of  aquatic ecosystems, supporting global  food security,  and
enriching the cultural, spiritual, and ecological diversity of our planet, declare that fish
possess  intrinsic  value  and  rights  that  must  be  respected  and  protected.
Acknowledging  scientific  evidence  that  fish  are  sentient  beings  capable  of
experiencing  pain,  stress,  and  well-being,  Recognizing  the  profound
interconnectedness  of  all  life  and  the  urgent  need  to  address  threats  such  as
overfishing,  pollution,  habitat  destruction,  and  climate  change,  Affirming  the
responsibility of humanity to preserve and protect the natural world for present and
future generations, We hereby adopt this Universal Declaration on the Rights of Fish.

Article 1: The Right to Life and Existence

Fish have the right to exist free from unnecessary harm, exploitation, or
extinction.
2. The survival of all fish species and their ecosystems shall be prioritized and
protected through conservation efforts and sustainable practices.

Article 2: The Right to a Natural Habitat

Fish have the right to thrive in clean, healthy, and unpolluted aquatic
environments.
2. Governments, corporations, and individuals shall take measures to prevent
habitat destruction, water contamination, and climate change-induced
disruptions to aquatic ecosystems.

Article 3: The Right to Be Free from Cruelty

Fish have the right to be free from inhumane treatment, cruelty, and suffering
caused by fishing practices, aquaculture, or recreational activities.
2. The use of fishing methods that cause unnecessary pain, stress, or suffering,
including but not limited to overfishing, destructive trawling, and unregulated
aquaculture, shall be prohibited.

Article 4: The Right to Recognition as Sentient Beings

Fish shall be recognized as sentient beings capable of feeling pain, fear, and
stress.
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2. Ethical considerations shall be applied in all human interactions with fish,
including fishing, farming, and scientific research.

Article 5: The Right to Protection from Exploitation

Fish populations shall not be exploited beyond sustainable limits for commercial,
recreational, or industrial purposes.
2. Responsible aquaculture practices shall be adopted to ensure humane
treatment, proper care, and minimal environmental impact.

Article 6: The Right to Ecological Balance

Fish have the right to live in balanced ecosystems that sustain their populations
and biodiversity.
2. All stakeholders shall work to restore and maintain the ecological integrity of
freshwater and marine ecosystems.

Article 7: The Right to Cultural and Spiritual Respect

Indigenous and traditional cultural practices that respect the lives and habitats
of fish shall be recognized and preserved.
2. Fish, as sacred beings in many cultures, shall be honored and protected in
accordance with ethical and spiritual values.

Article 8: Implementation and Accountability

Governments, corporations, and civil society shall work collaboratively to
establish legal frameworks and policies to enforce this Declaration.
2. Educational campaigns shall be conducted to promote awareness of the rights
of fish and the importance of aquatic conservation.
3. An international body shall monitor and report on the progress of
implementing this Declaration.

Conclusion

We call upon all nations, organizations, and individuals to adopt, uphold, and enforce
the  Universal  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Fish  as  a  cornerstone  of  our  collective
responsibility to protect aquatic life. Let this Declaration guide our actions toward a
future  where  fish,  as  essential  members  of  Earth’s  ecosystems,  are  treated  with
respect, dignity, and care.
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