
Universal Declaration on Ethical Use of Emergency Services and the
Real Problem with False Reporting

Preamble

Recognizing the essential role of emergency services in maintaining public safety
and order, and affirming that the misuse of these services undermines their
effectiveness and credibility, we declare the following principles to guide the ethical
use of emergency services, emphasizing the responsibility of individuals to act
truthfully and with integrity.

Article 1: Purpose of Emergency Services

1.1. Emergency services, including police, fire, and medical assistance, exist to
provide immediate aid and protection in genuine situations of distress, danger, or
health emergencies.

1.2. The primary purpose of calling emergency services is to seek help during
incidents that pose a significant threat to life, property, or public safety.

Article 2: Ethical Use of Emergency Services

2.1. Individuals must use emergency services responsibly and truthfully, ensuring
that calls to emergency numbers like 911 are made only in situations requiring urgent
intervention.

2.2. False reporting, including lying or exaggerating situations to emergency
services, constitutes a serious misuse of resources and undermines the safety of the
community.

Article 3: Consequences of False Reporting

3.1. False reporting or making fraudulent claims to emergency services can lead to
wrongful accusations, unnecessary deployment of resources, and potential harm to
innocent individuals.

3.2. Such actions are not only unethical but also punishable under law, with potential
legal consequences for those who deliberately misuse emergency services.

Article 4: Role of Law Enforcement and Public Trust

4.1. Law enforcement agencies have a duty to respond to emergency calls in good
faith, operating under the assumption that the information provided by the caller is
truthful and accurate.



4.2. Building and maintaining public trust requires law enforcement to act with
integrity and ensure that their actions are based on accurate and honest information.

Article 5: The Real "Rats" in Society

5.1. Individuals who make false reports to emergency services, thereby causing
unnecessary harm or trouble to others, are the real offenders, undermining the
integrity and efficiency of public safety systems.

5.2. Genuine use of emergency services, including reporting crimes or seeking help
in emergencies, is a civic duty and should not be conflated with the unethical
behavior of false reporters.

Article 6: Promoting Responsible Citizenship

6.1. Educational programs should be implemented to inform the public about the
proper use of emergency services and the serious consequences of false reporting.

6.2. Community initiatives should be encouraged to foster a culture of integrity,
responsibility, and mutual respect in the use of public safety resources.

Conclusion

By adopting these principles, we aim to promote the ethical use of emergency
services, ensuring they remain effective and trustworthy. The misuse of these
services through false reporting is a grave offense that harms individuals and society,
and it is our collective responsibility to act with honesty and integrity in all
interactions with emergency services.


