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Abstract

On January 6, 2025, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced his resignation

as leader of the Liberal Party and as Canada’s prime minister. This document pro-

vides an in-depth analysis of the multifaceted issues that contributed to his departure.

It examines the controversial public health mandates enacted during the COVID-19

pandemic, the mounting economic pressures and geopolitical challenges, and the prolif-

eration of digital extremism and online hate speech following the repeal of Section 13.

In addition, the analysis reflects on Trudeau’s progressive social reforms—including his

support for LGBTQ+ rights and multiculturalism—and discusses shortcomings in drug

policy reforms as well as criticisms that his policies favored the middle class over the

poorest segments of society. Drawing on over 30 reputable sources, this paper situates

Trudeau’s resignation within the broader context of Canada’s evolving political, social,

and digital landscape.

1 Introduction

Since assuming office in 2015, Justin Trudeau’s government has sought to transform Canada

through bold social reforms and progressive policies. However, as the COVID-19 pandemic

unfolded, drastic public health measures reshaped the relationship between the state and

individual freedoms. Stringent vaccine mandates, travel restrictions, and the controversial

use of vaccine passports ignited intense debates about public safety versus personal liberty

[17, 18]. Simultaneously, the digital realm became a battleground for extremist rhetoric and
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hate speech following the repeal of Section 13 [31, 33]. Amid persistent economic challenges,

policy failures in drug legalization, and criticisms that his measures favored the middle class

over the poor, Trudeau announced his resignation on January 6, 2025. This paper offers

a comprehensive analysis of these intertwined issues and their lasting impact on Canada’s

political trajectory.

2 The Trudeau Era: Progressive Reforms and Public

Health Initiatives

Trudeau’s early tenure was characterized by an ambitious drive to modernize Canada’s social

landscape. His government enacted landmark measures to advance LGBTQ+ rights, pro-

mote gender equality, and enhance environmental stewardship, thereby earning international

acclaim [29]. However, the onset of COVID-19 necessitated a dramatic policy pivot. In early

2020, as the virus spread, the government introduced sweeping measures—lockdowns, travel

restrictions, and eventually, vaccine mandates—to mitigate the crisis [17]. While these steps

were seen as necessary to protect public health, they raised significant concerns about state

overreach and individual rights.

3 Erosion of Public Support and Internal Political Dis-

cord

Over time, public sentiment shifted. Although Trudeau’s early reforms were celebrated, by

2021 significant by-election losses in traditional Liberal strongholds indicated growing disen-

chantment among voters [9]. This decline in support was compounded by internal discord. In

December 2024, high-profile resignations—including that of Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia

Freeland—revealed deep-seated fractures within the Liberal Party [13, 8]. The cumulative

effect of electoral setbacks and internal conflicts created a climate ripe for change, ultimately

setting the stage for Trudeau’s resignation.

4 Controversies over COVID-19 Public Health Man-

dates

A central element of Trudeau’s later years was the implementation of COVID-19 public

health mandates. Trudeau repeatedly asserted that his government “incentivized” vaccina-
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tion rather than coercing Canadians [15]. In practice, however, stringent mandates were

enforced across numerous sectors—from federal public service employment to cross-border

transportation [17]. These policies culminated in widespread protests, most notably the

Freedom Convoy of early 2022, where thousands rallied against vaccine mandates, arguing

that they represented an unacceptable intrusion into personal freedoms [18, 23]. Critics

contended that by downplaying the coercive aspects of these policies, Trudeau’s government

effectively rewrote history, thereby deepening societal divisions and undermining trust in

public institutions.

5 Economic Turmoil and Geopolitical Challenges

Concurrently, Canada faced significant economic challenges. Rising inflation, a persistent

housing crisis, and chronic supply chain disruptions—exacerbated by external pressures such

as U.S. tariffs—placed enormous strain on the economy [11, 12]. The enforcement of vac-

cine mandates, particularly those affecting cross-border truck drivers, disrupted trade flows

even though vaccination rates among drivers remained high [19]. These economic strains

intensified public dissatisfaction and underscored the urgent need for a new approach to

governance, one that could address both domestic economic challenges and maintain strong

international relationships.

6 Digital Extremism, Online Hate Speech, and the

Section 13 Debate

Another contentious issue during Trudeau’s tenure was the rapid rise of digital extremism

and online hate speech. The 2013 repeal of Section 13 of the Canadian Human Rights

Act removed what many viewed as an essential tool for curbing hate speech online [32].

Since its repeal, critics argue that hate speech has proliferated on social media platforms,

fueling extremist ideologies and digital harassment [31]. Trudeau’s administration chose to

address hate speech through existing criminal and human rights frameworks rather than

reinstating broader measures like Section 13 [33, 34]. This decision sparked fierce debate:

while proponents of stricter measures argued that the current framework is inadequate to

counter digital extremism, defenders cautioned that reinstating Section 13 could stifle free

expression and legitimate debate.
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7 Policy Gaps in Addressing Poverty and Income In-

equality

Despite Trudeau’s focus on progressive reforms, his government was widely criticized for not

doing enough to alleviate poverty. Many commentators argued that policy measures, includ-

ing tax reforms and economic stimulus packages, were disproportionately geared toward the

middle class. As a result, the most vulnerable segments of society often did not receive the

targeted support they desperately needed. Critics maintained that while Trudeau’s adminis-

tration was successful in promoting middle-class prosperity, it largely neglected the structural

issues that perpetuate poverty and income inequality. This failure to adequately address the

needs of the poor further deepened societal divisions and contributed to a growing sense of

disillusionment among lower-income Canadians.

8 Drug Legalization Challenges and Policy Shortcom-

ings

In addition to the above issues, Trudeau’s government faced significant criticism over its

approach to drug policy reform. The legalization of recreational cannabis in 2018 was initially

celebrated as a progressive milestone. However, over time, the implementation of cannabis

legalization revealed regulatory shortcomings, including the persistence of a black market

in certain regions and insufficient measures to address addiction and substance abuse [35].

Broader efforts to reform drug policy, particularly in response to the opioid crisis, were

viewed by many as fragmented and inadequate. These shortcomings in drug policy added to

the overall perception that Trudeau’s government had failed to protect the most vulnerable

citizens, thereby exacerbating income inequality and social stratification.

9 Resignation Announcement and Its Immediate Af-

termath

Amid a convergence of political, economic, and social pressures, Trudeau announced his

resignation on January 6, 2025 [1, 2]. In his farewell address, he expressed pride in his

government’s achievements while acknowledging that a new vision was necessary to bridge

the deep societal divides and address the complex challenges facing Canada. His departure

has triggered a turbulent leadership contest within the Liberal Party, with many Canadians
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hoping that new leadership will usher in policies that more effectively address economic

instability, digital extremism, and long-standing social inequities [7, 10].

10 Implications for the Future of Canadian Politics

Trudeau’s resignation represents a pivotal turning point for Canada. The upcoming leader-

ship race within the Liberal Party is expected to set the course for the nation’s post-pandemic

recovery. Future leaders will face the daunting task of reconciling divergent priorities: restor-

ing economic stability, mending social divisions, and developing innovative policies to counter

digital hate speech—all while ensuring that public health measures respect individual free-

doms. Moreover, addressing the policy gaps in drug legalization and poverty alleviation will

be crucial for rebuilding trust among the nation’s most vulnerable populations [16, 22].

11 Public and International Reactions

The reaction to Trudeau’s resignation has been mixed. Domestically, opposition figures

such as Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre and NDP leader Jagmeet Singh have seized the

moment to call for a reorientation of federal policies, reflecting widespread public fatigue

with prolonged crisis management [20, 21]. Many voters, particularly those in lower-income

communities, expressed hope that a new leader would finally address long-standing inequities.

Internationally, Trudeau’s legacy remains the subject of intense debate. While some praise

his progressive reforms and social initiatives, others criticize his handling of the pandemic,

economic mismanagement, and the failure to protect vulnerable citizens through more robust

poverty alleviation and drug policy reforms [26, 27].

12 Conclusion

Justin Trudeau’s resignation marks the culmination of an era defined by bold reforms, relent-

less crisis management, and profound societal division. The contentious COVID-19 public

health mandates, economic turmoil, and the unchecked rise of digital extremism and online

hate speech following the repeal of Section 13 have all left a lasting imprint on Canada’s

political landscape. Moreover, criticisms that his policies largely favored the middle class

at the expense of the poor—as well as perceived shortcomings in drug policy reforms—have

further deepened societal divisions.

As Canada embarks on this new chapter, future policymakers must navigate the delicate

balance between safeguarding public health and preserving individual freedoms, ensuring
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economic resilience, and countering digital hate speech without undermining free expression.

In addition, they must develop targeted social policies to address poverty and reform drug

legalization in a way that benefits all citizens. Trudeau’s departure invites a critical reexam-

ination of these issues and provides an opportunity for Canada to rebuild a more inclusive,

resilient, and unified society.

Ultimately, the legacy of Trudeau’s tenure will be judged not only by his progressive

achievements but also by how effectively his successors can reconcile past failures and foster

social cohesion in an increasingly complex world.
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