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Abstract

This paper presents a critical examination of the Israeli state, arguing that it qualifies
as a failed state according to established criteria. It analyzes the political instability,
economic failures, social unrest, and security issues that contribute to this
assessment. The paper further explores the historical context and implications for
the Palestinian people, ultimately advocating for Palestinian sovereignty over the
territory. By assessing these factors, this paper aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the reasons behind Israel's state failure and propose a resolution
aligned with international legal and historical claims.

1. Introduction

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is one of the most enduring and complex geopolitical
issues of the modern era. The state of Israel, established in 1948, has faced ongoing
challenges that have shaped its political, economic, and social landscape. Despite its
significant military and economic capabilities, there are increasing arguments that
Israel exhibits characteristics of a failed state. This paper explores these claims by
analyzing the criteria for state failure and applying them to the Israeli context.

The purpose of this paper is to argue that Israel's inability to effectively manage its
internal and external affairs has led to its classification as a failed state. By
examining political instability, economic collapse, social unrest, and security issues,
this paper seeks to demonstrate how these failures have undermined Israel's
capacity to function as a stable and effective state. Additionally, the paper discusses
the historical context of the Israeli state and its implications for Palestinian
sovereignty, advocating for a reassessment of territorial claims in favor of Palestinian
control.

Definitions and framework for analysis will be provided to contextualize the
argument. The concept of a "failed state" is defined based on criteria such as
governance, economic performance, social cohesion, and security. These criteria will
be used to evaluate the current state of Israel and assess its alignment with the
characteristics of a failed state.




2. Criteria for a Failed State

The concept of a failed state is used to describe a country that is unable to
effectively perform its basic functions and responsibilities. Several key criteria are
commonly used to evaluate whether a state can be classified as failed:

Political Instability: A failed state often experiences significant political instability,
characterized by ineffective governance, widespread corruption, and a lack of
reliable leadership. In such states, political institutions may be weak or nonexistent,
leading to frequent changes in government and an inability to enact or enforce laws
effectively.

Economic Collapse: Economic indicators are crucial in assessing state failure. A
failed state typically faces severe economic challenges, including high levels of
poverty, unemployment, and economic mismanagement. The state may struggle to
provide basic services and infrastructure, leading to widespread economic hardship
for its citizens.

Social Unrest: High levels of social unrest and internal conflict are indicative of a
failed state. This unrest can manifest as civil violence, ethnic or religious tensions,
and human rights abuses. A failed state may struggle to maintain social cohesion
and address grievances among its population.

Security Issues: Security is a critical component of state functionality. A failed state
often experiences persistent violence, both from internal and external sources. It
may lack effective security forces and struggle to maintain order, resulting in ongoing
conflict and instability.

These criteria provide a framework for analyzing whether Israel meets the
characteristics of a failed state. In the following sections, each criterion will be
examined in detail with respect to Israel’s current situation.

3. Analysis of Israel as a Failed State

Political Instability: Israel has experienced significant political instability since its
establishment. The country has witnessed frequent changes in government, with
elections held multiple times in recent years due to the inability to form a stable
coalition. Corruption scandals and allegations of misconduct have plagued Israeli
politics, undermining public trust in government institutions. The fragmentation of the
political landscape and the inability to address key issues effectively contribute to the
argument that Israel is politically unstable.

Economic Collapse: Despite its advanced economy, Israel faces notable economic
challenges. The economic impact of ongoing conflict and military expenditure has



strained public resources. High levels of inequality and poverty persist, with
disparities between different segments of the population. Economic mismanagement
and the allocation of resources towards military rather than social and infrastructural
development further highlight the country's economic struggles.

Social Unrest: Social unrest in Israel is a significant issue, with frequent reports of
civil violence and human rights abuses. Tensions between different ethnic and
religious groups, including Israeli Jews and Palestinians, have led to periods of
intense conflict. Human rights organizations have documented abuses and violations
committed by Israeli security forces, contributing to the broader social instability. The
inability to address these issues and maintain social cohesion is a critical factor in
assessing Israel’s status as a failed state.

Security Issues: Security challenges are a prominent feature of Israel’s current
situation. The country faces ongoing violence from both internal and external
sources, including frequent clashes with Palestinian groups and regional
adversaries. The security apparatus, while formidable, has been unable to fully
address the persistent threats and maintain long-term stability. The ongoing nature of
these security issues underscores the difficulties Israel faces in maintaining order
and safeguarding its population.

4. Historical Context and Implications

The historical context of Israel’s establishment and its subsequent development
plays a crucial role in understanding the current state of affairs. The creation of Israel
in 1948 marked the beginning of a complex and often contentious relationship with
the Palestinian population. Historical events, including wars, territorial disputes, and
peace processes, have shaped the current geopolitical landscape.

The impact of these historical events on both Israel and the Palestinian territories is
significant. The ongoing conflict and unresolved issues have contributed to the
current state of instability. The failure to achieve lasting peace and address the
underlying grievances of both sides has exacerbated the problems faced by the state
of Israel.

The implications for Palestinian sovereignty are profound. The failure of the Israeli
state to effectively manage its internal and external challenges raises questions
about the legitimacy of its control over the territory. Historical claims and international
legal arguments supporting Palestinian sovereignty highlight the need for a
reassessment of territorial control.

5. Case for Palestinian Sovereignty



Historical Claims: The historical claims of the Palestinian people to the land are
rooted in a long history of presence and cultural heritage. The displacement and
suffering experienced by Palestinians as a result of the establishment of Israel and
subsequent conflicts are central to their claim for sovereignty.

International Law: International legal arguments support the recognition of
Palestinian sovereignty. United Nations resolutions, including those that outline the
principles of self-determination and the right to return for displaced peoples, provide
a framework for evaluating Palestinian claims. The legal status of the occupied
territories and the right to establish an independent state are key elements in this
argument.

Practical Considerations: The feasibility of establishing a Palestinian state involves
practical considerations related to governance, economic development, and regional
stability. While challenges exist, the establishment of Palestinian sovereignty offers
potential benefits, including the possibility for greater regional stability and improved
relations with neighboring states.

6. Conclusion

In summary, the evidence presented supports the argument that Israel exhibits
characteristics of a failed state. Political instability, economic challenges, social
unrest, and security issues all contribute to this assessment. The historical context
and implications for Palestinian sovereignty further underscore the need for a
reassessment of territorial control.

The paper calls for recognition of Palestinian sovereignty and a reevaluation of the
current state of affairs in the region. Addressing the failures of the Israeli state and
working towards a resolution that respects the rights and claims of the Palestinian

people is essential for achieving lasting peace and stability in the region.
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