Title: Pierre Poilievre, STFU: A Critical
Examination of Rhetoric and its
Implications for Canadian Democracy

Author: Marie Seshat Landry
Date: August 21, 2024
Institution: Marie Landry’s Spy Shop @ www.marielandryceo.com

Abstract

This paper critically examines the rhetorical strategies employed by Pierre Poilievre,
leader of the Conservative Party of Canada, and the broader implications of his
approach on Canadian democracy. The title, "Pierre Poilievre, STFU," reflects the
urgency of addressing the destructive impact of his confrontational and often
incendiary rhetoric. Poilievre’s statements and associations with extremist elements
have not only polarized political discourse but also emboldened fringe groups and
escalated social tensions.

The analysis explores key moments in Poilievre’s career, focusing on his use of
divisive language and his handling of sensitive social issues, such as transgender
rights and hate speech. By aligning himself with far-right symbols and rhetoric,
Poilievre has mainstreamed dangerous ideologies that threaten the cohesion of
Canadian society. Moreover, his handling of free speech, particularly in contexts
involving hate crimes and politically motivated violence, reveals a troubling disregard
for the safety and well-being of vulnerable communities.

This paper argues that Poilievre’s rhetoric has contributed to the erosion of civil
discourse in Canada, fostering an environment where extremist views are
increasingly normalized. Through detailed case studies, including his "Axe the Tax"
campaign and comments on national security, the paper illustrates how his approach
has escalated conflicts and stoked fear among both political opponents and
marginalized groups.

Finally, the paper discusses the role of the media and other political figures in either
enabling or challenging Poilievre’s rhetoric. It concludes with recommendations for
promoting a more respectful and inclusive political dialogue, urging a collective effort
to hold public figures accountable for their words and actions.
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This work contributes to the ongoing discourse on the responsibilities of political
leaders in maintaining the integrity of democratic institutions and the social fabric of
the nation.

Introduction
Thesis Statement:

The emergence of Pierre Poilievre as a dominant figure in Canadian politics has
heralded a shift toward a more aggressive and divisive form of political discourse.
His leadership of the Conservative Party has been marked by rhetoric that often
borders on incitement, aligning with extremist elements and exacerbating social
divisions. This paper argues that Poilievre’s approach not only threatens the integrity
of Canadian democracy but also undermines the social cohesion necessary for a
healthy and functioning society.

Background:

Pierre Poilievre, a long-time member of the Conservative Party of Canada, ascended
to the leadership of the party in a period of significant political and social upheaval.
Known for his sharp, often confrontational rhetoric, Poilievre has positioned himself
as a champion of free speech and a critic of what he perceives as government
overreach and elite-driven policies. However, his methods have raised concerns
across the political spectrum, with critics accusing him of fostering an environment
that encourages extremism and intolerance.

This paper will delve into specific incidents and statements that exemplify Poilievre’s
approach, examining how his rhetoric has influenced both his supporters and his
opponents, and the broader implications for Canadian politics.

I. Background on Pierre Poilievre
Political Career Overview:

Pierre Poilievre’s political career has spanned over two decades, during which he
has become a prominent figure in Canadian conservative politics. Born in Calgary,
Alberta, Poilievre entered politics at a young age, first winning a seat in the House of
Commons in 2004 as the Member of Parliament (MP) for Nepean-Carleton. His early
political efforts were characterized by a strong advocacy for conservative values,
focusing on fiscal responsibility, free markets, and a reduced role of government in
the lives of Canadians.



Throughout his tenure, Poilievre held various significant positions, including Minister
of Employment and Social Development and Minister of State for Democratic Reform
under Prime Minister Stephen Harper. These roles allowed him to influence key
policy areas, notably those involving social welfare programs and electoral reforms.

However, it was his transition to the role of Leader of the Conservative Party in 2022
that marked a significant shift in his political strategy. With a focus on populist
rhetoric, Poilievre sought to rally discontented voters by emphasizing themes of
government overreach, economic mismanagement by the Liberal Party, and the
defense of individual freedoms against what he frames as an intrusive state. His
leadership campaign was marked by a strong anti-establishment tone, which
resonated with a segment of the electorate frustrated by the status quo.

Key Moments and Public Statements:

Poilievre's career has been punctuated by several key moments that have drawn
both national and international attention. One such moment was his vocal opposition
to the Liberal government's carbon tax, which he has repeatedly condemned as an
unfair financial burden on Canadian families. This opposition has been a cornerstone
of his political messaging, particularly in his interactions with his party's base, whom
he encourages to view the tax as emblematic of broader government overreach.

Another significant moment in Poilievre’s career came when he was linked to
far-right elements within Canadian society. His decision to appear at events where
extremist symbols, such as the Diagolon symbol, were present, and his reluctance to
disavow the endorsement of controversial figures like Alex Jones, has drawn
considerable criticism. These associations have raised questions about Poilievre’s
judgment and the potential impact of his rhetoric on the rise of extremism within
Canadian political discourse.

Poilievre’s public statements on transgender rights have also been a source of
controversy. He has been criticized for his comments suggesting that trans women
should be excluded from women’s spaces, such as bathrooms and shelters. These
remarks have been condemned by human rights organizations, including Amnesty
International Canada, which argues that such rhetoric not only marginalizes
vulnerable communities but also exacerbates existing social tensions.

Il. Rhetorical Strategies and Their Implications
Use of Extremist and Divisive Language:

Poilievre’s use of language in his public communications often mirrors that of
populist and far-right movements. He frequently employs rhetoric that stokes fear
and resentment, particularly among those who feel disenfranchised or threatened by



social and economic changes. This strategy is evident in his discussions about the
World Economic Forum (WEF) and the so-called “Great Reset,” which he portrays as
elitist projects designed to undermine national sovereignty and individual freedoms.

This section will analyze specific instances where Poilievre’s rhetoric aligns with
far-right talking points, exploring the implications of his language choices. By
engaging with conspiracy theories and nationalist sentiments, Poilievre not only
legitimizes these ideas but also incorporates them into mainstream political
discourse, where they can have a broader influence on public opinion.

Handling of Sensitive Social Issues:

Poilievre’s approach to social issues, particularly those concerning marginalized
communities, reflects a broader trend of using these topics as tools for political
mobilization. His comments on transgender rights, for example, have been widely
perceived as an attempt to galvanize a conservative base by framing the issue as a
matter of protecting traditional values. By positioning himself as a defender of these
values against progressive social movements, Poilievre taps into a broader cultural
divide that has become increasingly pronounced in Canadian society.

This section will critique Poilievre’s handling of sensitive social issues, arguing that
his rhetoric not only marginalizes vulnerable populations but also fosters a climate of
hostility and division. This analysis will consider the broader implications of such
rhetoric for social cohesion, public safety, and the overall health of democratic
discourse in Canada.

lll. The Impact of Poilievre’s Rhetoric on Canadian Society
Erosion of Civil Discourse:

Poilievre’s confrontational style has contributed to a deterioration of civil discourse in
Canada. By framing political debates in adversarial terms and prioritizing ideological
purity over compromise, he has helped to create an environment where reasoned
debate is increasingly replaced by polarized, us-vs-them narratives. This erosion of
civil discourse is particularly concerning in a democratic society, where the ability to
engage in constructive dialogue is essential for resolving differences and building
consensus.

This section will explore how Poilievre’s approach to politics undermines the
principles of democratic engagement, leading to a more divided and antagonistic
political landscape. It will also discuss the long-term implications of this shift,
particularly how it might affect the ability of Canadian society to address complex
challenges in a collaborative and inclusive manner.



Social Division and the Threat to Public Safety:

The divisive nature of Poilievre’s rhetoric has tangible consequences for public
safety. As political discourse becomes more polarized, incidents of politically
motivated violence and harassment are becoming more common. This section will
connect specific examples of violence and intimidation to the broader cultural shifts
driven by Poilievre’s rhetoric, highlighting the risks posed to both individuals and the
democratic process.

Normalization of Extremism:

One of the most troubling aspects of Poilievre’s rhetoric is its role in normalizing
extremist views within mainstream political discourse. By failing to condemn, and at
times tacitly endorsing, far-right ideologies, Poilievre has allowed these views to gain
legitimacy and influence. This section will discuss the long-term implications of this
normalization, particularly how it threatens the stability and inclusivity of Canadian
democracy.

IV. Case Studies
The "Axe the Tax" Campaign:

One of the most illustrative examples of Pierre Poilievre’s rhetorical strategies and
their real-world consequences is his "Axe the Tax" campaign. This campaign, which
primarily targets the federal carbon tax, has been a cornerstone of Poilievre's
populist appeal, rallying a significant portion of the Conservative base around the
idea that the carbon tax is emblemal appeal, rallying a significant portion of the
Conservative base around the idea that the carbon tax is emblematic of government
overreach and a direct attack on the working class.

However, the aggressive language and framing of the campaign have led to
unintended (or perhaps intended) consequences. By urging supporters to take their
frustrations directly to MPs, Poilievre has fostered an environment where political
opposition is not just debated but actively confronted, sometimes violently.

In several documented cases, this rhetoric has spilled over into physical actions. For
instance, MPs who support the carbon tax have reported being harassed, and in
some instances, their offices have been vandalized. The case of an MP whose office
window was smashed by an axe-wielding protester is a stark reminder of how
political rhetoric can escalate into real-world violence. Such incidents have made
many MPs reluctant to disclose their public appearances in advance, fearing for their
safety. This atmosphere of intimidation is antithetical to the democratic process,
where open and civil debate should be the norm.



The Quebec Mosque Shooting and London Truck Attack:

Poilievre’s response to tragic events like the Quebec mosque shooting and the
London truck attack further illustrates how his rhetoric can exacerbate social
tensions. Following these events, Poilievre framed the incidents within a broader
narrative of terrorism, which, while accurate in acknowledging the nature of the
attacks, also played into a larger fear-mongering strategy.

In particular, Poilievre’s tendency to quickly label incidents as terrorist attacks,
sometimes before all the facts are known, has been criticized for "riling up" the public
and fostering a climate of fear and suspicion, especially towards Muslim
communities. For example, in the aftermath of the London truck attack, Poilievre's
framing of the event as part of a larger pattern of Islamist terrorism was seen by
some as contributing to an environment where Muslim Canadians are viewed with
increased suspicion and hostility. This kind of rhetoric risks deepening the divides in
Canadian society and undermines efforts to build a more inclusive and
understanding community.

V. The Role of Media and Public Figures in Addressing Poilievre’s
Rhetoric

Media’s Responsibility:

The media plays a critical role in shaping public perceptions of political figures like
Pierre Poilievre. However, the coverage of Poilievre’s rhetoric often varies
significantly depending on the outlet. Some media platforms amplify his messages,
focusing on the more sensational aspects of his rhetoric to drive engagement, while
others critically analyze his statements and highlight the potential dangers they pose
to social cohesion.

Responsible journalism requires that media outlets not only report on what Poilievre
says but also provide the necessary context to understand the implications of his
rhetoric. This includes scrutinizing the accuracy of his claims, analyzing the impact of
his language on different communities, and holding him accountable when his words
cross the line from robust political debate into harmful incitement.

In many instances, media outlets have been criticized for providing a platform for
divisive rhetoric without sufficiently challenging its content. This has contributed to
the normalization of extremist views and the further polarization of political discourse
in Canada. To counteract this trend, journalists must prioritize fact-checking and
in-depth analysis over sensationalism, ensuring that the public is informed about
both the immediate and long-term consequences of political rhetoric.

Calls for Accountability:



Public figures, including politicians, community leaders, and activists, also have a
responsibility to address harmful rhetoric. When figures like Poilievre engage in
divisive or extremist language, it is crucial for others in positions of influence to
speak out against it. This not only helps to counteract the spread of harmful ideas
but also reinforces the norms of respectful and inclusive discourse that are essential
to a healthy democracy.

Some political leaders and organizations have made efforts to challenge Poilievre’s
rhetoric, calling for a return to more civil and constructive forms of engagement. For
example, Amnesty International Canada has been vocal in condemning Poilievre’s
comments on transgender rights, emphasizing the need to protect vulnerable
communities from harmful disinformation. Similarly, other political leaders have
criticized Poilievre for his quickness to label incidents as terrorist attacks, urging a
more measured and responsible approach to such sensitive issues.

However, these efforts are often met with resistance from Poilievre’s supporters, who
view such criticisms as attempts to silence dissent or suppress conservative
viewpoints. This dynamic underscores the challenges involved in promoting
accountability in a polarized political environment. Nevertheless, it remains essential
for those committed to democratic values to continue advocating for a political
discourse that is rooted in respect, inclusivity, and a commitment to truth.

VI. Conclusion
Summary of Key Points:

Pierre Poilievre's rise to prominence within Canadian politics has been marked by a
rhetorical style that is both confrontational and divisive. His use of language that
mirrors far-right ideologies, his handling of sensitive social issues, and his alignment
with extremist elements have contributed to a significant shift in the tone and nature
of political discourse in Canada. This paper has explored these aspects of Poilievre's
rhetoric, illustrating how they undermine civil discourse, foster social division, and
normalize extremism.

The case studies presented—such as the "Axe the Tax" campaign and Poilievre's
response to tragic events like the Quebec mosque shooting—highlight the real-world
consequences of such rhetoric. These examples demonstrate how political language
can translate into actions that threaten public safety and democratic engagement.

Final Argument:

In conclusion, the rhetoric employed by Pierre Poilievre poses a substantial risk to
the health of Canadian democracy. By stoking division and aligning with extremist
views, Poilievre has contributed to an environment where violence and intolerance



are increasingly normalized. This paper calls for a collective effort to address and
counteract these trends, promoting a political discourse that is rooted in respect,
inclusivity, and a commitment to truth.

To achieve this, it is essential that public figures, media outlets, and citizens work
together to hold leaders accountable for their words and actions. By fostering a more
respectful and inclusive political dialogue, Canada can begin to heal the divisions
that have been exacerbated by the rhetoric of figures like Pierre Poilievre.

VIl. Recommendations

For Political Leaders:

1.

Promote Cross-Party Collaboration: Political leaders across the spectrum
should work together to establish norms of respectful political discourse. This
includes creating bipartisan initiatives aimed at reducing polarization and
fostering a culture of mutual respect.

Develop Inclusive Policies: Leaders should prioritize the development and
implementation of policies that promote inclusivity and protect vulnerable
communities from the harmful effects of divisive rhetoric. This includes
reinforcing laws and regulations that address hate speech and politically
motivated violence.

Lead by Example: Political figures must model the kind of respectful and
constructive discourse they wish to see in society. By avoiding inflammatory
language and focusing on solutions rather than division, leaders can set a
positive tone for public debate.

For the Public:

1.

Engage in Civic Education: Citizens should seek to better understand the
impact of rhetoric on democratic processes. This includes educating
themselves on the principles of respectful discourse and the importance of
critical thinking in assessing political statements.

Participate in Dialogue: Engaging in open and honest conversations with
others, particularly those with differing viewpoints, is crucial for reducing
polarization. By fostering understanding and empathy, individuals can
contribute to a more cohesive society.

Hold Leaders Accountable: The public has a role in holding political figures
accountable for their rhetoric. This can be done through voting, participating in
civic organizations, and using social media platforms to voice concerns about
harmful language.

For the Media:



1. Prioritize Responsible Journalism: Media outlets should focus on providing
accurate, context-rich reporting that prioritizes the public's understanding of
political issues. This includes avoiding sensationalism and ensuring that
coverage of political figures like Poilievre is balanced and well-informed.

2. Critically Analyze Rhetoric: Journalists should rigorously scrutinize the
claims made by political figures, particularly those that have the potential to
incite division or violence. This includes fact-checking statements and
providing analysis that explores the broader implications of political rhetoric.

3. Promote Inclusive Dialogue: The media has a responsibility to highlight
stories and perspectives that foster inclusivity and understanding. By giving
voice to marginalized communities and promoting positive examples of
political discourse, media outlets can help shift the tone of public debate in a
more constructive direction.

This paper has provided a comprehensive analysis of Pierre Poilievre's rhetoric and
its implications for Canadian society and democracy. By examining his use of
divisive language, handling of sensitive social issues, and alignment with extremist
elements, this work underscores the need for a more respectful and inclusive
political discourse in Canada. Through the recommendations provided, political
leaders, the public, and the media can all play a role in fostering a healthier
democratic environment.
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