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1 Introduction

The criminalization of cannabis in Canada lasted from 1923 until its official legalization in 2017. How-
ever, a critical examination reveals that prohibition was not only politically motivated but also legally
questionable. This paper follows the scientific method to analyze whether cannabis prohibition itself was
illegal and calls for a class action lawsuit to seek justice for those affected by wrongful criminalization.

2 Step 1: Asking the Scientific Question

Is cannabis prohibition in Canada legally justifiable under constitutional and human rights
laws?

3 Step 2: Background Research

Cannabis was criminalized in Canada without parliamentary debate in 1923, inserted into the Opium
and Narcotic Drug Act by the Minister of Health. No scientific evidence was presented justifying its
prohibition. Over time, studies such as the Le Dain Commission (1972) demonstrated that cannabis
posed no significant social or medical harm, yet prohibition continued.

Key points:

e No parliamentary debate accompanied the 1923 ban.

Racist and moralistic propaganda fueled prohibition.

The Le Dain Commission recommended decriminalization, but the government ignored it.

Prohibition disproportionately targeted Indigenous, Black, and marginalized communities.

4 Step 3: Hypothesis

If cannabis prohibition was based on political motivations rather than legal principles, then
the law itself was unconstitutional and violated fundamental human rights.

5 Step 4: Experiment and Observation

We analyze legal precedents and human rights violations caused by prohibition:

5.1 Violation of Constitutional Rights

Section 7 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees life, liberty, and security of the
person. The Supreme Court of Canada has ruled that laws which are arbitrary or overbroad violate this
section. Cannabis prohibition criminalized peaceful citizens without legitimate justification.



5.2 Disproportionate Harm to Marginalized Groups

Government data shows that cannabis prohibition disproportionately affected Indigenous and Black
communities. Despite similar usage rates, these groups faced higher arrest and conviction rates.

5.3 Economic and Medical Harm

Prohibition stifled medical research on cannabis, denying patients access to a proven therapeutic sub-
stance. Billions of dollars were wasted on law enforcement instead of harm reduction.

6 Step 5: Analysis and Conclusion

Since cannabis prohibition in Canada was enacted without scientific basis, disproportionately harmed
certain communities, and violated constitutional rights, we conclude that it was illegal. Furthermore,
those convicted under this law suffered unnecessary hardship, lost opportunities, and financial damages.

7 Step 6: Call for Action — Class Action Lawsuit

We demand justice for the thousands of Canadians affected by the unconstitutional prohibition of
cannabis. We propose a nationwide class action lawsuit against the Canadian government to:

1. Seek full expungement of all cannabis-related criminal records.

2. Provide financial compensation for wrongful convictions and damages.
3. Hold policymakers accountable for decades of unjust persecution.

4. Prevent similar abuses of law in the future.

If you or a loved one were affected by cannabis prohibition in Canada, join the lawsuit.
Contact [Insert Legal Team or Advocacy Group| today.

8 Conclusion

History has shown that cannabis prohibition was not based on sound legal or scientific reasoning but
rather on political agendas. Now that the truth is undeniable, it is time to demand justice for those who
suffered under this unjust law.
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