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Abstract

The prohibition of hemp in Canada unjustly deprived citizens of access to sustainable, life-
changing solutions. This paper examines the history, legality, and implications of hemp criminal-
ization, and calls for a class-action lawsuit to address the damages caused by decades of misguided
policy.

1 Introduction

Hemp has been cultivated for thousands of years as a versatile, sustainable resource. Despite its proven
benefits, Canada criminalized hemp alongside cannabis in 1938, severely restricting its industrial, medical,
and environmental applications. While industrial hemp was re-legalized in 1998, decades of prohibition
caused irreversible harm. This paper argues that such prohibition was legally and ethically indefensible.

2 Historical Context

The inclusion of hemp in Canada’s prohibition laws was largely influenced by international pressures and
misinformation. The 1923 cannabis ban, which effectively included hemp, was enacted without public
debate. By 1938, the criminalization of hemp followed the lead of U.S. policies under the Marihuana
Tax Act.

3 Legal Argument: Was the Prohibition of Hemp Itself Illegal?

Under Canadian constitutional law, legislative actions must be justified by demonstrable harm. How-
ever, hemp poses no threat to public safety. Studies confirm that industrial hemp contains negligible
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), making its prohibition scientifically baseless.

4 Ethical and Societal Consequences

The prohibition of hemp prevented Canadians from accessing sustainable textiles, biodegradable plastics,
eco-friendly fuels, and even life-saving medical applications. Small businesses, indigenous communities,
and researchers were particularly affected.

5 Call for a Class Action Lawsuit

Given the unjust criminalization of hemp, affected individuals and businesses may have grounds for
reparations. We call for a class-action lawsuit to address the economic, environmental, and social damages
caused by decades of prohibition.

6 Conclusion

The prohibition of hemp in Canada was unjustified and had profound negative consequences. Now that
hemp is legal, it is imperative to address the historical harm done and seek justice for those affected.
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