
The Controversial Legacy of General Robert

Monckton: A Colonial Architect of Displacement

and Domination

1 The Acadian Expulsions: Ethnic Cleansing in Nova Scotia

One of Monckton’s most infamous contributions to history was his role in the expulsion of the Aca-
dians (1755–1764)—an event some historians and Acadian descendants describe as a form of ethnic
cleansing or genocide [1].

• In 1755, Monckton led the siege of Fort Beauséjour, a key moment that enabled the British to
deport over 10,000 Acadians from their lands [2].

• Under his command, Acadian homes were burned, crops destroyed, and families torn apart,
with many forcibly shipped to distant colonies in conditions of extreme hardship [3].

• Thousands perished due to disease, starvation, and exposure as they were scattered across British
territories, a fate eerily similar to other colonial genocides [4].

This mass displacement was not an act of military necessity but a calculated effort to erase a pop-
ulation that refused to submit to British rule. While Britain justified this as a way to ”secure” Nova
Scotia, the reality was that it was a ruthless campaign to ethnically reconfigure the region in
favor of English settlers [5].

2 The Suppression of Indigenous Resistance

Monckton also played a role in the violent suppression of Indigenous peoples in Eastern Canada.
While often overshadowed by the more infamous policies of later British officials, his aggressive expan-
sionist tactics targeted Mi’kmaq and other Indigenous groups who resisted British incursions
into their lands [6].

• The Mi’kmaq people had long-standing alliances with the Acadians and the French.
With the British conquest, Monckton’s forces sought to eliminate Indigenous resistance through
scorched-earth tactics and forced removals [7].

• British forces, including Monckton’s regiments, were known to engage in indiscriminate killings
of Indigenous people, as well as the destruction of their villages and resources [8].

3 The Conquest of Quebec: British Imperial Domination

Monckton was second-in-command to General James Wolfe at the Battle of the Plains of Abraham
(1759), the decisive confrontation that led to the British conquest of New France. This battle has
long been mythologized as a victory of British military strategy, but it also marked the beginning of:

• The systematic repression of French Canadian identity under British rule.

• The dismantling of Catholic institutions in favor of Protestant governance.

• The economic and cultural marginalization of the French-speaking population, setting
the stage for centuries of Anglo-French conflict in Canada.
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Though Monckton himself did not govern Quebec, his role in ensuring British dominance
further entrenched systemic inequalities that persist to this day in the form of linguistic
and cultural tensions. The erasure of Acadian culture, suppression of Indigenous resistance,
and subjugation of French Canadians were all interconnected consequences of his military
ambitions.

4 Legacy: Why is a City Still Named After Him?

The city of Moncton, New Brunswick, bears his name, a lasting reminder of his role in shaping
the region. However, this legacy is increasingly scrutinized:

• Many Acadian and Indigenous communities see him as a symbol of colonial brutality, forced
displacement, and cultural genocide.

• There have been calls to re-examine his legacy and consider renaming the city, much like
other historical figures linked to colonial atrocities have been reconsidered worldwide.

• His name represents the glorification of an imperial past that was built on violence, land
theft, and cultural erasure.

While defenders of Monckton’s legacy argue that he was simply a man of his time, such excuses do
not erase the devastating impact of his actions. If modern societies are committed to truth and
reconciliation, the ongoing celebration of figures like Monckton must be challenged.

5 Conclusion: A Colonial Agent of Oppression

Robert Monckton was not merely a military officer or administrator—he was an enforcer of British
imperialism, a key figure in the forced deportation of Acadians, and a participant in the
systemic suppression of Indigenous and French-speaking communities. His career exemplifies
the brutality of colonial conquest, and his legacy should be re-examined through the lens of those
who suffered under his rule, rather than through the glorifying narratives of empire.

The question remains: Does Moncton still deserve to bear his name?
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