
The Order of Skull and Bones: A 
Comprehensive Institutional Analysis of 
Membership and Elite Network 
Persistence (1832–2025) 
The structural history of the American establishment is inextricably linked to the senior secret 
societies of Yale University, with the Order of Skull and Bones—variously referred to as Order 
322 or the Brotherhood of Death—serving as the primary engine for elite recruitment and 
intergenerational power transfer. Founded in 1832 by William Huntington Russell and Alphonso 
Taft, the society was established during a period of intense social and educational upheaval at 
Yale. Its creation was a deliberate response to a dispute involving the Phi Beta Kappa honor 
society and was modeled after the German student corps, which Russell had observed during 
his travels. The society’s unique mechanism—selecting precisely fifteen seniors each year—has 
produced a network of fewer than 3,000 individuals over its nearly two-century existence, yet 
this small cohort has occupied a disproportionate number of roles in the executive, judicial, and 
financial centers of the United States. 

The Founding Paradigm and the 19th Century Legalist 
Gentry 
The genesis of the Order was rooted in the concept of a "meritocratic aristocracy," where the 
selection criteria prioritized a combination of athletic prowess, campus leadership, and ancestral 
lineage. The founding class of 1833 established the society's lifelong commitment, viewing 
membership not as a transient collegiate experience but as a permanent entry into a mutual 
support network. Alphonso Taft, the co-founder, personified the early Bonesman ideal, moving 
from the Yale campus to the highest levels of the federal government as Secretary of War and 
Attorney General, thereby creating a blueprint for the "patriarchs" who would follow. 

The Founding Cohort and the Antebellum Era (1832–1849) 

During the initial decades, the society focused on embedding its members in the legal and 
theological frameworks of the young republic. The 1830s and 1840s cohorts were characterized 
by a high concentration of members who would go on to serve in the U.S. House of 
Representatives and state legislatures, often representing the interests of the Whig and later 
Republican parties. This period also saw the emergence of the society's judicial influence, 
culminating in the appointment of Morrison Remmick Waite as Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court. 
Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 

Professional Trajectory 
William Huntington Russell 1833 Major General; Connecticut 

State Legislator; Founder of the 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 
Collegiate and Commercial 
Institute 

Alphonso Taft 1833 U.S. Attorney General; 
Secretary of War; Ambassador 
to Russia and Austria-Hungary 

Frederick Ellsworth Mather 1833 Member of the New York State 
Assembly; Lawyer 

Phineas Timothy Miller 1833 Physician; Early medical 
professional in Connecticut 

George Ingersoll Wood 1833 Clergyman; Theologian and 
author 

Asahel Hooker Lewis 1833 Newspaper Editor; Ohio 
General Assembly Member 

John Wallace Houston 1834 Secretary of State of Delaware; 
Superior Court Judge 

John Hubbard Tweedy 1834 Delegate to U.S. Congress 
from Wisconsin Territory 

William Henry Washington 1834 U.S. Representative from North 
Carolina (Whig Party) 

George Anson Oliver 
Beaumont 

1834 Lawyer and judicial figure 

John Edward Seeley 1835 U.S. Representative from New 
York; County Judge 

Thomas Anthony Thacher 1835 Professor of Latin at Yale 
University; Academic Reformer 

Henry Champion Deming 1836 U.S. Representative; Mayor of 
Hartford; Colonel in the Civil 
War 

William Maxwell Evarts 1837 U.S. Secretary of State; U.S. 
Attorney General; U.S. Senator 

Chester Smith Lyman 1837 Astronomer; Yale Professor of 
Industrial Mechanics and 
Physics 

Allen Ferdinand Owen 1837 U.S. Representative from 
Georgia 

Benjamin Silliman Jr. 1837 Professor of Chemistry at Yale; 
Geologist and industrial 
consultant 

Morrison Remmick Waite 1837 Chief Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court 

Joseph B. Varnum Jr. 1838 Speaker of the New York State 
Assembly; Lawyer 

Richard Dudley Hubbard 1839 Governor of Connecticut; U.S. 
Representative 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 

John Sheldon Beach 1839 Attorney and judicial 
professional 

Thomas Bradish Biddle 1839 Member of the Biddle family; 
Legal practitioner 

James Mason Hoppin 1840 Professor Emeritus of Art 
History at Yale 

John Perkins Jr. 1840 U.S. Representative (LA); 
Senator in the Confederate 
States Congress 

William Taylor Sullivan Barry 1841 U.S. Representative (MS); 
Confederate Army officer 

John Andrew Peters 1842 U.S. Representative (ME); 
Chief Justice of the Maine 
Supreme Court 

Benjamin Tucker Eames 1843 U.S. Representative from 
Rhode Island 

Roswell Hart 1843 U.S. Representative from New 
York 

Henry Stevens 1843 Bibliographer and book 
collector; Specialist in 
Americana 

Orris Sanford Ferry 1844 U.S. Senator; Brigadier 
General; U.S. Representative 

William Barrett Washburn 1844 U.S. Senator; Governor of 
Massachusetts 

Constantine Canaris Esty 1845 U.S. Representative from 
Massachusetts 

Richard Taylor 1845 Confederate Lieutenant 
General; Louisiana State 
Senator; Author 

Leonard Eugene Wales 1845 U.S. District Court Judge 
Henry Baldwin Harrison 1846 Governor of Connecticut; 

Speaker of the House (CT) 
Stephen Wright Kellogg 1846 U.S. Representative from 

Connecticut 
Rensselaer Russell Nelson 1846 U.S. District Court Judge in 

Minnesota 
John Donnell Smith 1847 Botanical researcher; 

Confederate Captain 
Dwight Foster 1848 Massachusetts Attorney 

General; State Supreme Court 
Justice 

Timothy Dwight V 1849 President of Yale University 
(1886–1899) 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 

Francis Miles Finch 1849 New York Court of Appeals 
Judge; Cornell Professor 

Augustus Brandegee 1849 U.S. Representative from 
Connecticut 

The presence of Bonesmen on both sides of the Civil War highlights the society’s role as a 
national organization that transcended regional disputes, even if its individual members did not. 
Richard Taylor, the son of President Zachary Taylor, rose to the rank of Lieutenant General in 
the Confederate Army, while Orris Sanford Ferry served as a Brigadier General for the Union. 
This period cemented the "Bones Network" as a mechanism for institutional continuity; 
regardless of the war's outcome, members would remain in positions of significant influence 
during the Reconstruction era. 

The Rise of the Industrial-Corporate Axis (1850–1889) 
The mid-to-late 19th century witnessed the society’s expansion into the nascent corporate 
world, particularly in the sectors of railroads, mining, and international banking. This era also 
saw members pioneering the American research university. Daniel Coit Gilman (Class of 1852) 
and Andrew Dickson White (Class of 1853) founded or led Johns Hopkins and Cornell 
Universities, respectively, importing German academic models that mirrored the society’s own 
origins. 

Industrial Expansion and the Taft Ascendancy (1850–1879) 

The Taft family’s multi-generational involvement began in this period, with Alphonso Taft passing 
the membership to his son, William Howard Taft, who would eventually become the only 
individual to serve as both President and Chief Justice of the United States. This dynastic 
pattern became a hallmark of the Order, with families like the Whitneys, Lords, and Bundys 
creating a "hereditary meritocracy". 
Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 

Professional Trajectory 
Ellis Henry Roberts 1850 U.S. Representative (NY); 

Treasurer of the United States 
Richard Jacobs Haldeman 1851 U.S. Representative (PA); 

Diplomat 
William Wallace Crapo 1852 U.S. Representative (MA); 

President of the Flint and Pere 
Marquette Railroad 

Daniel Coit Gilman 1852 President of Johns Hopkins 
University, UC Berkeley, and 
Carnegie Institution 

George Griswold Sill 1852 Lieutenant Governor of 
Connecticut; Lawyer 

Andrew Dickson White 1853 Co-founder and First President 
of Cornell University; U.S. 
Ambassador 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 

Carroll Cutler 1854 President of Western Reserve 
University; Clergyman 

Luzon Buritt Morris 1854 Governor of Connecticut 
William DeWitt Alexander 1855 Surveyor-General of Hawaii; 

Educator and Linguist 
Chauncey Depew 1856 President of the New York 

Central Railroad; U.S. Senator 
Eli Whitney Blake Jr. 1857 Physicist and Educator; 

Scientist at Brown University 
John Thomas Croxton 1857 Union Brigadier General; U.S. 

Ambassador to Bolivia 
Moses Coit Tyler 1857 Professor of American History 

at Cornell and Michigan 
Burton Norvell Harrison 1859 Private Secretary to Jefferson 

Davis; Lawyer 
 Eugene Schuyler 1859 
Lowndes Henry Davis 1860 U.S. Representative (MO) 
William Walter Phelps 1860 U.S. Representative (NJ); U.S. 

Minister to Germany and 
Austria-Hungary 

Simeon E. Baldwin 1861 Governor of Connecticut; Chief 
Justice of CT Supreme Court 

Anthony Higgins 1861 U.S. Senator from Delaware 
Edward Rowland Sill 1861 Poet and Professor at the 

University of California 
Daniel Henry Chamberlain 1862 Governor of South Carolina 

during Reconstruction 
Franklin MacVeagh 1862 U.S. Secretary of the Treasury; 

Wholesale Grocer 
Henry Farnum Dimock 1863 Attorney; Director of the Yale 

Corporation 
William Collins Whitney 1863 U.S. Secretary of the Navy; 

Industrialist and Political 
Financier 

Charles Fraser MacLean 1864 New York Supreme Court 
Judge 

John William Sterling 1864 Co-founder of Shearman & 
Sterling; Major Yale Benefactor 

John Manning Hall 1866 President of the New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad 

George Chandler Holt 1866 U.S. District Court Judge 
Henry Morton Dexter 1867 Clergyman; Editor of The 

Congregationalist 
Albert Elijah Dunning 1867 Theologian; Author and 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 
Authoritative Clergyman 

Thomas Hedge 1867 U.S. Representative from Iowa 
George Peabody Wetmore 1867 U.S. Senator; Governor of 

Rhode Island 
Chauncey Bunce Brewster 1868 Bishop of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Connecticut 
LeBaron Bradford Colt 1868 U.S. Senator; U.S. Circuit Court 

Judge 
Wilson Shannon Bissell 1869 U.S. Postmaster General 
William H. Welch 1870 Founding Dean of Johns 

Hopkins School of Medicine 
Frederick Collin 1871 Mayor of Elmira, NY; Judge 
Edwin Forrest Sweet 1871 U.S. Representative (MI); 

Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce 

Thomas Thacher 1871 Lawyer; Founder of Simpson 
Thacher & Bartlett 

William Kneeland Townsend 1871 U.S. Appeals Court Judge 
George Foot Moore 1872 Professor of Theology at 

Harvard; Author 
Theodore Salisbury Woolsey 1872 Professor of International Law 

at Yale; Co-founder of Yale 
Review 

John Patton Jr. 1875 U.S. Senator from Michigan 
Edward Curtis Smith 1875 Governor of Vermont; Railroad 

Executive 
Walker Blaine 1876 Assistant Secretary of State; 

Son of James G. Blaine 
Charles Newell Fowler 1876 U.S. Representative (NJ); 

Banking expert 
Arthur Twining Hadley 1876 President of Yale University 

(1899–1921) 
William Howard Taft 1878 27th U.S. President; 10th Chief 

Justice of the U.S. 
Lloyd Wheaton Bowers 1879 Solicitor General of the United 

States 
William Collins Whitney (Class of 1863) represents a pivotal shift toward the consolidation of 
financial and political power. By marrying into the Standard Oil fortune and reorganizing the U.S. 
Navy, Whitney demonstrated how a Bonesman could leverage societal connections to dominate 
both the public and private spheres. His influence extended to his classmates and their 
descendants, creating a web of railroad and banking interests that would eventually centralize in 
firms like Brown Brothers Harriman. 

The Progressive Era and the Architecture of Modern 



Power (1880–1919) 
At the turn of the century, Skull and Bones members were instrumental in creating the regulatory 
and internationalist structures of the modern U.S. government. Henry L. Stimson (Class of 1888) 
emerged as the quintessential elder statesman of this era, serving as Secretary of War or State 
under four different presidents across both political parties. This period also marked the group’s 
expansion into the nascent field of professional sports management (Walter Camp) and global 
mission work (Edwin Aiken). 

The Stimson Era and Financial Professionalization (1880–1899) 

The cohorts of the 1890s were particularly focused on the creation of the Federal Reserve and 
the management of the massive industrial conglomerates that emerged from the Gilded Age. 
Pierre Jay (Class of 1892) became the first chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, 
placing the Order at the heart of the American monetary system. 
Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 

Professional Trajectory 
Walter Camp 1880 "Father of American Football"; 

President of New Haven Clock 
Co. 

Sidney Catlin Partridge 1880 Episcopal Bishop of Kyoto, 
Japan and West Missouri 

Henry Waters Taft 1880 Partner at Cadwalader, 
Wickersham & Taft 

Edwin Edgerton Aiken 1881 Congregationalist Missionary to 
China 

Thomas Burr Osborne 1881 Chemist; Co-discoverer of 
Vitamin A and expert on plant 
proteins 

Benjamin Brewster 1882 Bishop of Maine and 
Missionary Bishop of Western 
Colorado 

William Phelps Eno 1882 Traffic Planner; "Father of 
Traffic Safety" 

Elihu Brintnal Frost 1883 President of early submarine 
companies; Lawyer 

Eliakim Hastings Moore 1883 Mathematician; Namesake of 
Moore–Penrose pseudoinverse 

Joseph Robinson Parrott 1883 President of the Florida East 
Coast Railway 

Horace Dutton Taft 1883 Founder of the Taft School; 
Educator 

Wilbur Franklin Booth 1884 U.S. Federal Judge (8th Circuit) 
Maxwell Evarts 1884 General Counsel for the 

Southern Pacific Railroad; 
Legislator 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 

Frank Bosworth Brandegee 1885 U.S. Senator; U.S. 
Representative 

Alfred Cowles Jr. 1886 Director of the Chicago Tribune; 
Lawyer 

Edward Johnson Phelps 1886 President of Northern Trust 
Safe Deposit Company 

Clinton Larue Hare 1887 Lawyer; Head Coach of Purdue 
and Butler Football 

George Griswold Haven Jr. 1887 President of Metropolitan Trust 
Co.; Businessman 

Oliver Gould Jennings 1887 Financier; Director of several 
industrial boards 

William Kent 1887 U.S. Representative (CA); 
Philanthropist (Muir Woods) 

Irving Fisher 1888 Yale Economist; Proponent of 
Eugenics and mathematical 
economics 

Henry L. Stimson 1888 U.S. Secretary of War (twice); 
U.S. Secretary of State; 
Governor-General of 
Philippines 

Thomas F. Bayard Jr. 1890 U.S. Senator from Delaware 
Fairfax Harrison 1890 President of the Southern 

Railway Company 
Percy Hamilton Stewart 1890 U.S. Representative from New 

Jersey 
Frederic Collin Walcott 1891 U.S. Senator; Conservationist 
Hugh Aiken Bayne 1892 Lawyer at Strong & 

Cadwalader; War Dept. during 
WWI 

 Howell Cheney 1892 
Benjamin Lewis Crosby Jr. 1892 Law student and prominent 

football coach 
Clive Day 1892 Professor of Economic History 

at Yale 
Henry S. Graves 1892 Chief of the U.S. Forest 

Service; Dean of Yale Forestry 
James William Husted Jr. 1892 U.S. Representative (NY) 
Pierre Jay 1892 First Chairman of the Federal 

Reserve Bank of New York 
Thomas Lee McClung 1892 Treasurer of the United States 
Edson Fessenden Gallaudet 1893 Aviation Pioneer; Engineer at 

Wright-Martin 
Thomas Cochran 1894 Partner at J.P. Morgan & 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 
Company 

John Howland 1894 Pioneering Pediatrician at 
Johns Hopkins 

Ralph Delahaye Paine 1894 Journalist and Author of naval 
history 

Harry Payne Whitney 1894 Investment Banker; Polo 
champion and horse breeder 

Frank Burton Harrison 1895 Governor-General of the 
Philippines; U.S. 
Representative 

Frank Augustus Hinkey 1895 Zinc smelter executive; Football 
coach 

Jules Henri de Sibour 1896 Architect of major Washington 
D.C. landmarks 

Henry L. Stimson’s role in the Manhattan Project and his stewardship of the War Department 
during World War II positioned the society as a guardian of the "security state". This was 
furthered by the careers of Harvey Hollister Bundy (Class of 1909), who served as Stimson's 
special assistant and a key figure in the development of the atomic bomb. This period 
established the society's role in the "Military-Industrial Complex," a theme that would persist into 
the Cold War. 

The Cold War and the Rise of the Intelligence 
Community (1920–1989) 
The interwar and post-WWII years marked the pinnacle of Skull and Bones' influence on 
American foreign policy and intelligence. Members founded major media empires (Henry Luce) 
and private banking houses (The Harrimans) that served as the infrastructure for the "American 
Century". Most notably, the society became a primary feeder for the CIA and its predecessor, 
the OSS. 

The Harriman-Bush Axis and Intelligence Foundations (1920–1949) 

The merger of the Harriman and Bush family interests in firms like Brown Brothers Harriman 
provided the financial backing for a generation of political leaders. Prescott Bush (Class of 
1917) and Averell Harriman (Class of 1913) used this platform to influence international 
diplomacy and the domestic political landscape for decades. 
Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 

Professional Trajectory 
Percy Rockefeller 1900 Director of Standard Oil; 

Industrialist 
Harold Stanley 1908 Co-founder of Morgan Stanley 
Harvey Hollister Bundy 1909 Assistant Secretary of State; 

Manhattan Project liaison 
Stanhope Bayne-Jones 1910 Surgeon General of the Army; 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 
Microbiologist 

Averell Harriman 1913 U.S. Ambassador to USSR; 
Governor of NY; Secretary of 
Commerce 

Archibald MacLeish 1915 Poet; Librarian of Congress; 
Assistant Secretary of State 

Prescott Sheldon Bush 1917 U.S. Senator from Connecticut; 
Partner at Brown Brothers 
Harriman 

Robert A. Lovett 1918 U.S. Secretary of Defense; 
Assistant Secretary of War for 
Air 

Briton Hadden 1920 Co-founder of Time Magazine 
Henry Luce 1920 Founder of Time, Life, and 

Fortune magazines 
Juan Terry Trippe 1921 Founder of Pan American 

World Airways 
John Sherman Cooper 1923 U.S. Senator from Kentucky; 

U.S. Ambassador 
George Herbert Walker Jr. 1927 Financier; Co-founder of the 

New York Mets 
Lanny Ross 1928 Popular Singer and media 

personality 
H. J. Heinz II 1931 Heir and Chairman of the H.J. 

Heinz Company 
Lewis Abbot Lapham 1931 Banking and shipping executive 
Frederick Baldwin Adams Jr. 1932 Director of the Pierpont Morgan 

Library 
Samuel Hazard Gillespie Jr. 1932 U.S. Attorney (SDNY); Counsel 

at Davis Polk 
Tex McCrary 1932 Public Relations strategist; 

Journalist 
Francis Judd Cooke 1933 Composer and music theorist 
Lyman Spitzer 1935 Theoretical Physicist; Father of 

the Space Telescope 
Sonny Tufts 1935 Hollywood Actor 
Brendan Gill 1936 Longtime writer for The New 

Yorker 
John Hersey 1936 Pulitzer-winning author 

(Hiroshima) 
Potter Stewart 1937 Associate Justice of the U.S. 

Supreme Court 
William H. Orrick Jr. 1937 U.S. Federal Judge 
J. Richardson Dilworth 1938 Rockefeller family attorney; 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 
Banker 

Albert Hessberg II 1938 First Jewish member of Skull 
and Bones; Lawyer 

William P. Bundy 1939 CIA Officer; Foreign Affairs 
editor; State Department 

McGeorge Bundy 1940 National Security Advisor 
(JFK/LBJ); Ford Foundation 
President 

James Jesus Angleton 1941 CIA Chief of 
Counterintelligence 

George H.W. Bush 1948 41st U.S. President; CIA 
Director; Vice President 

Tony Lavelli 1949 NBA Player; Musician 
William Sloane Coffin 1949 Chaplain of Yale; Civil Rights 

and anti-war activist 
The career of James Jesus Angleton (Class of 1941) provides a window into the darker aspects 
of society bonding. As the long-serving chief of CIA counterintelligence, Angleton’s methods 
were often attributed to the culture of secrecy and psychological intimacy cultivated within "the 
Tomb". This period also saw the society’s members navigating the moral complexities of the 
Cold War, from the anti-war activism of William Sloane Coffin to the hardline interventionism of 
the Bundy brothers. 

The Neo-Conservative and Neo-Liberal Synthesis (1950–1989) 

As the Cold War matured, Skull and Bones members moved into the sectors of hedge funds, 
cable news, and international policy institutes. William F. Buckley Jr. (Class of 1950) became the 
intellectual architect of modern American conservatism, while members like John Kerry (Class 
of 1966) rose to prominence within the Democratic Party. 
Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 

Professional Trajectory 
William F. Buckley Jr. 1950 Founder of National Review; 

CIA officer; Author 
William H. Donaldson 1953 Chairman of the U.S. SEC; 

Co-founder of DLJ 
John Birnie Marshall 1953 Olympic Medalist (Swimming) 
David McCullough 1955 Pulitzer-winning historian and 

author 
Caldwell Esselstyn 1956 Olympic Medalist (Rowing); 

Physician 
Robert Morey 1958 Olympic Medalist (Rowing); 

Banker 
Winston Lord 1959 U.S. Ambassador to China; 

Chairman of CFR 
William Hamilton 1962 New Yorker Cartoonist 



Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 
Professional Trajectory 

David L. Boren 1963 Governor of Oklahoma; U.S. 
Senator; University President 

William Dawbney Nordhaus 1963 Sterling Professor of 
Economics at Yale; Nobel 
Laureate 

Frederick W. Smith 1966 Founder and CEO of FedEx 
John Kerry 1966 U.S. Secretary of State; U.S. 

Senator; 2004 Pres. Candidate 
George W. Bush 1968 43rd U.S. President; Governor 

of Texas 
Stephen Schwarzman 1969 Co-founder and CEO of The 

Blackstone Group 
Charles Herbert Levin 1971 Actor (Seinfeld, Annie Hall) 
Christopher Taylor Buckley 1975 Author; Editor of Forbes FYI; 

Speechwriter 
Robert Curtis Brown 1979 Film and Television Actor 
Edward Lampert 1984 Hedge Fund Manager; CEO of 

Sears 
Steven Mnuchin 1985 77th U.S. Secretary of the 

Treasury; Goldman Sachs 
Partner 

The 2004 presidential election, where both major candidates (George W. Bush and John Kerry) 
were Bonesmen, brought the society’s influence into the public consciousness in a way 
previously unseen. This highlighted a critical second-order insight: the society is less about a 
specific political ideology and more about a shared institutional language and a commitment to 
maintaining elite control over the levers of state. 

The Modern Pivot: DEI, Activism, and the New Global 
Elite (1990–2025) 
The most significant internal transformation of the Order occurred in 1991 with the decision to 
admit women. This change followed a contentious legal battle with alumni, who temporarily 
padlocked the society's meeting house to prevent the initiation of female members. The 
eventual victory of the undergraduate members marked the beginning of a shift away from the 
"legacy" profiles of the past and toward a membership that reflected the broader diversity of the 
modern world. 

The Post-Legacy Era and Regulatory Power (1990–Present) 

In the 21st century, the society has focused on recruiting campus activists and leaders from 
underrepresented backgrounds. The class of 2020 was reportedly the first entirely non-white 
cohort, and recent classes have included prominent figures in the Democratic Socialists of 
America and LGBTQ+ organizations. Despite this demographic shift, the professional 
trajectories of recent members remain focused on high-impact roles in finance, law, and 



government regulation. 
Name Class Year Primary Occupation and 

Professional Trajectory 
Dana Milbank 1990 Political Columnist for The 

Washington Post 
Austan Goolsbee 1991 President of the Federal 

Reserve Bank of Chicago; CEA 
Chairman 

Angela Buchdahl 1994 Senior Rabbi of Central 
Synagogue; Asian American 
leader 

Samantha Browne 2022 Panhellenic President; Student 
Government Liaison 

Adeline Mishler 2022 UPUA Chair of Student Life; 
Board Executive 

Molly Ligon 2022 Public Relations Chair 
(THON/Blue Band) 

This evolution suggests that the society’s primary function—providing a secret, lifelong network 
for those destined for institutional leadership—is resilient to cultural shifts. By co-opting the most 
effective campus activists, the Order ensures its continued relevance in a world where 
traditional hereditary credentials are of diminishing value. 

Structural Mechanisms of Persistence: The Russell 
Trust and Deer Iland 
The endurance of Skull and Bones is predicated on its physical and financial isolation from the 
university. The Russell Trust Association (RTA), founded in 1856, serves as the legal and 
financial vessel for the society’s assets. This entity manages "the Tomb" and Deer Iland, an 
island in the St. Lawrence River where members congregate for summer retreats. 

Third-Order Insight: The Financial Hub of Brown Brothers Harriman 

The most concrete manifestation of the society’s power is the private bank Brown Brothers 
Harriman (BBH). Historically, BBH has been managed by Bonesmen who used the firm to 
finance each other’s ventures and provide safe haven for the capital of the "old-line" American 
families. This created a closed economic loop where financial resources remained within the 
society, allowing for the maintenance of power even during economic downturns. 

The Ritual of Secrecy: "Crooking" and the Confessionals 

The society’s internal cohesion is accelerated through rituals designed to create mutual 
vulnerability. These include the "confessionals," where members share their deepest personal 
and sexual histories, and "crooking," a tradition of stealing valuable items from other Yale 
buildings to prove one's commitment to the Order. These practices create a form of informal 
"kompromat" that binds members together for life. 



Conclusion: The Institutional Legacy of Order 322 
The Order of Skull and Bones represents more than a fraternal association; it is a fundamental 
pillar of the American institutional architecture. While its membership has transitioned from the 
white, Protestant gentry of the 19th century to a diverse, globalized cohort in the 21st, its core 
mechanism remains the same: the identification and cultivation of a small cadre of individuals 
destined to lead the nation’s most critical organizations. From the founding of the CIA to the 
management of the Federal Reserve and the occupancy of the White House, the "patriarchs" of 
Order 322 have demonstrated a unique capacity for persistence and influence in an 
ever-changing sociopolitical landscape. 
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