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Abstract
This essay/report explores the potential consequences of legalizing and regulating all organic 
plant-based drugs, redirecting the drug war towards non-organic methods, and fully enforcing 
the Universal Declaration of Organic Rights.

1. Introduction

1.1. Background on organic drug prohibition
Organic drug prohibition originated from policies aimed at controlling psychoactive substances 
to combat addiction and reduce harm. Measures to reduce demand include treatment, 
rehabilitation, and awareness campaigns, while supply-side measures target cultivation and 
trafficking. The definition of regulated drugs varies by jurisdiction, with prescription drugs also 
being regulated. Current laws encompass imprisonment for drug offenses and needle exchange 
programs. The war on drugs has led to frustration due to high costs and disproportionate 
burdens on producer territories. Despite potential benefits, political support for ending the drug 
war remains a major obstacle. The social construction of drugs based on outdated knowledge 
has caused significant harm. There is a growing recognition that prohibition has failed, 
prompting calls for an evidence-based debate on building a responsible drug control framework 
centered on human rights. See references: (Accelerator, 2024)[5], (Ending drug prohibition with a 
hangover? - BJCJ, 2024)[9], (Barnsley, 2017, pages 21-25)[10], (Holland, 2020)[11], (Buxton, 
2020)[13].

1.2. Purpose of the report
The aim of this report is to conduct a thorough assessment of the existing status of organic drug 
prohibition and to explore the potential advantages of legalizing and regulating organic plant-
based drugs. This report will focus on economic implications, health and safety considerations, 
and the reduction of crime rates in order to offer a comprehensive analysis of the Universal 
Declaration of Organic Rights (UDOR) and its implications for drug regulation. Furthermore, 
case studies on countries with lenient drug policies will be reviewed to assess their outcomes 
and experiences. The report will also discuss potential obstacles and concerns associated with 
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legalization and regulation, including public opinion and stigma regarding drug use, as well as a 
potential increase in usage rates. Additionally, a suggested regulatory framework for legalized 
organic plant-based drugs will be presented, outlining procedures for licensing and monitoring 
cultivation, production, and distribution, as well as age restrictions and educational campaigns. 
Finally, a comparison to non-organic drug production methods will be drawn to illustrate the 
effects of non-organic drug production on health/environment and the current state of non-
organic drug production regulation worldwide. See references: (National Organic Program; 
Origin of Livestock, 2022)[3], (Accelerator, 2024)[5], (Time to End Prohibition, 2021)[16], (Search 
For Organics, 2024)[18], (Arguments for and against drug prohibition - Wikipedia, 2023)[19], 
(Berger, 1998, pages 11-15)[22], (Drug Policy - Policy, 2024)[23], (Cohen et al., 2022)[25].

2. Current state of organic drug 
prohibition

2.1. Overview of current laws and regulations
The status quo of organic drug prohibition is marked by a worldwide effort to enforce strict 
regulations and laws against the production, distribution, and use of organic plant-based drugs. 
One of the primary reasons for this rigorous enforcement is the belief that drug use leads to 
violence through its psychoactive effects, and that drug trafficking is inherently violent. However, 
there is an increasing recognition that cannabis prohibition, specifically, has proven to be an 
ineffective strategy for reducing individual or social harms. Despite international efforts to control 
drugs, cannabis remains the most widely used illegal substance globally.
Moreover, it has been contended that prohibitions drive markets underground, making it more 
challenging for participants to peacefully resolve disputes. This results in an escalation of 
violence as disagreements are more likely to be settled with force in illicit markets due to the 
absence of legal mechanisms for conflict resolution. The fear of arrest and widespread stigma 
has prevented drug users from accessing harm reduction services and healthcare and social 
support.
In recent years, both domestic and international approaches to controlling and minimizing the 
harms associated with cannabis use have shifted. Some countries have decriminalized personal 
possession of cannabis, while others have legalized and regulated it for non-medical purposes. 
Countries like Uruguay, several U.S. states, Germany, Thailand, Colombia, and others are 
moving towards legal regulation of cannabis use. These policy changes indicate a growing 
interest in alternative approaches to cannabis control that promote and safeguard the health, 
safety, and human rights of their populations.
The current state of organic drug prohibition raises significant questions about its effectiveness 
in reducing harm associated with drug use. It also indicates a shift towards more health-focused 
policies that prioritize access to controlled medications and prioritize public health imperatives 
rather than punitive enforcement-led strategies. See references: (Holland, 2020)[11], 
(64576_Vol_1.indd, 2017, pages 1-5)[12], (World Drug Day - Statement by the Global 
Commission on Drug Policy, 2023)[14], (Colson, 2019, pages 1-5)[21], (Canada, 2024)[26].

2.2. Impact on society and individuals
The issue of organic drug prohibition and its effects on society and individuals has sparked 
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widespread discussion and debate. Opponents of prohibition argue that it often leads to a rise in 
violence as a result of strict enforcement. Disputes among those involved in the underground 
market are unable to be settled through legal channels, thus increasing the likelihood of violent 
confrontations. Additionally, drug traffickers may resort to violence and intimidation to resolve 
disputes, a practice not typically associated with legal vendors. This has raised concerns about 
police corruption and the possibility of drug money funding terrorist organizations. The end of 
alcohol prohibition in 1933 saw an immediate decrease in murders and robberies, suggesting 
that drug legalization could have a similar impact.
However, there is evidence to suggest that the enforcement measures tied to prohibition have 
caused more harm than the drugs themselves. Users often have little knowledge about the 
strength or content of a substance, leading to potential toxic exposure. Furthermore, individuals 
with drug-related criminal records face significant obstacles when seeking employment, 
education, and housing.
On the other hand, proponents of drug prohibition argue that it is necessary for maintaining 
public safety and reducing drug-related harm. They also caution against misleading young 
people by exaggerating the harmfulness of drugs like cannabis.
In summary, the impact of organic drug prohibition on society and individuals is intricate and 
diverse. While there are valid concerns about increased violence and other negative 
consequences associated with prohibition, there are also arguments in favor of maintaining 
such policies for public safety. See references: (The Global Drug Policy Problem is Ruining 
Lives, Damaging Communities & Destabilising Countries: A..., 2019)[6], (64576_Vol_1.indd, 
2017, pages 1-5)[12], (Arguments for and against drug prohibition - Wikipedia, 2023)[19].

Figure 1: Courtesy of Drug Policy Alliance: (source: reference (The Global Drug Policy Problem 
is Ruining Lives, Damaging Communities & Destabilising Countries: A..., 2019)[6])
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3. Potential benefits of legalizing and 
regulating organic plant-based drugs

3.1. Economic implications
The economic implications of legalizing and regulating organic plant-based drugs are significant, 
particularly for the agricultural industry. Farmers could pivot to growing these plants, leading to 
higher revenue and economic expansion. Sales of organic dairy products have been increasing, 
indicating a growing market for organic products, including plant-based drugs. Legalization 
could lead to job creation and economic growth, with employment opportunities across various 
sectors. Tax revenues from the sale of regulated organic drugs could be allocated towards 
public health initiatives. Despite initial costs, the potential economic benefits of legalization are 
too significant to ignore, with positive impacts on various aspects of the economy. See 
references: (Parsons, 2023)[2], (National Organic Program; Origin of Livestock, 2022)[3].

Subcategory 2020 Sales ($ M) 2020 Growth (%) % of organic 
dairy sales a

Avg. premium b 
(%)

Organic 
premium ($ M)

Milk/Cream $3,770 11.1 59.2 68 $1,527

Yogurt d 1,310 3.9 20.6 30 304

Cheese e 653 14.3 10.3 73 276

Butter/Cottage 
Cheese/Sour 
Cream d

492 15.8 7.7 72 207

Ice Cream e 142 19.5 2.2 65 56

Total 6,367 10.5 100.0 61 2,370

a  The Organic Trade Association's 2021 Organic Industry Survey (p. 67) included eggs as a subcategory for its summary on 
organic dairy sales, but we have excluded the data on eggs from this table.

b  USDA's AMS weekly reported prices in the 2020 weekly dairy retail report based on the first weekly report in January, April, July, 
and October. These reports are available at: https://www.ams.usda.gov/​market-news/​dairy. Average prices of product categories 

are averages across the four periods weighted by store counts. Premiums are calculated as the: ((Organic Price−Conventional 

Price)/Conventional Price). Any missing data was supplemented by the previous weeks prices, if available.

c  The dollar value of the organic premium for each category is: (Organic Sales × Premium)/(1 + Premium).

d  The yogurt and butter, sour cream and cottage cheese premiums are respectively the average of the premiums of 32 oz. yogurt 
products and 1 lb. of butter, weighted by counts of stores advertising organic products. Cheese premiums are for natural varieties 
in 8 oz. blocks.

e  Price data for organic Ice Cream was only available the first quarter. The premium is calculated with only this data.

Table 1: Organic Dairy Market-Retail Sales by Subcategory (source: reference (National 
Organic Program; Origin of Livestock, 2022)[3])
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Assumptions regarding . . . Estimated additional 
costs net of transfers

Estimated transfers

. . . Price response 69 . . .Transitioning heifers

The price of organic heifers 
remains at $2,000

25 percent of heifers are 
transitioning

$615,000 $0

The price of organic heifers 
remains at $2,000

50 percent of heifers are 
transitioning

1,230,000 0

The price of organic heifers 
rises from $2,000 to $2,500

25 percent of heifers are 
transitioning

922,500 922,500

The price of organic heifers 
rises from $2,000 to $2,500

50 percent of heifers are 
transitioning

1,845,000 615,000

Table 2: Estimated Costs Under Alternative Assumptions for Price Response and the Quantity 
of Transitioned Animals Purchased by Certified Organic Operations Annually (source: reference 
(National Organic Program; Origin of Livestock, 2022)[3])

3.2. Health and safety considerations
The termination of organic drug prohibition brings health and safety to the forefront of 
discussions. The current prohibition state has led to a lack of quality control, resulting in 
contaminated or highly potent street drugs that pose significant health risks to users. 
Additionally, laws prohibiting possession of drug paraphernalia have made clean needles 
scarce, contributing to the spread of diseases like HIV among intravenous drug users. In 
contrast, countries with relaxed drug policies have seen positive outcomes in terms of public 
health. For example, Portugal's decriminalization policy has led to a reduction in overdoses and 
the spread of infectious diseases among drug users.
Moreover, legalizing and regulating organic plant-based drugs would allow for better oversight 
and transparency across the supply chain, leading to improved standards for quality, purity, and 
potency. This could significantly reduce the health risks associated with consuming these 
substances. Additionally, a regulated market would provide access to accurate information 
about dosage and potential side effects, promoting safer use among individuals who choose to 
consume these substances.
It is also vital to consider the economic ramifications of ending organic drug prohibition. By 
legalizing and regulating these substances, governments can redirect resources from law 
enforcement towards prevention, research, education, and social programs that address 
underlying issues such as poverty and unemployment. This shift in focus could lead to better 
societal outcomes by tackling root causes instead of criminalizing individuals struggling with 
substance abuse.
In conclusion, ending organic drug prohibition has the potential to improve public health by 
ensuring quality control and providing accurate information about substance use. By redirecting 
resources towards prevention and education instead of law enforcement, societies can address 
the underlying issues contributing to substance abuse while promoting safer consumption 
practices. See references: (The Global Drug Policy Problem is Ruining Lives, Damaging 
Communities & Destabilising Countries: A..., 2019)[6], (Against Drug Prohibition | American Civil 
Liberties Union, 2024)[7], (64576_Vol_1.indd, 2017, pages 1-5)[12], (Drug prohibition - Wikipedia, 
2024)[15].

3.3. Reduction in crime rates
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The consequences of organic drug prohibition on society are complex, with one of the most 
alarming outcomes being the surge in crime rates. The aggressive enforcement of drug laws 
has resulted in the fragmentation of organized trafficking groups, leading to an uptick in armed 
groups and a diversification into other criminal activities such as kidnapping and extortion. The 
official narratives on the drug war fail to acknowledge the paramilitarism that has been fueled by 
the policies of militarizing the drug trade, benefiting transnational capital at large. This 
heightened paramilitarism has also been associated with collusion with police in repressing 
social organizations, further exacerbating crime rates.
Opponents of drug prohibition contend that the end of alcohol prohibition resulted in immediate 
decreases in murders and robberies, suggesting that legalizing drugs could have similar effects. 
Legalizing organic plant-based drugs could offer a legal avenue for resolving business disputes 
within the narcotics trade, potentially leading to a reduction in violent crime associated with drug 
trafficking. Furthermore, police corruption stemming from drugs is widespread in a system 
where bribe money is readily available, and legalization would eliminate this central source of 
support for terrorism.
In summary, the current state of organic drug prohibition has led to a rise in crime rates due to 
the militarization of enforcement and the emergence of paramilitarism. Legalizing and regulating 
organic plant-based drugs could potentially decrease violent crime associated with drug 
trafficking while also eliminating a central source of support for terrorism. See references: 
(Paley, 2017)[4], (Against Drug Prohibition | American Civil Liberties Union, 2024)[7], 
(64576_Vol_1.indd, 2017, pages 1-5)[12], (Arguments for and against drug prohibition - 
Wikipedia, 2023)[19].

4. Analysis of the UDOR (Universal 
Declaration of Organic Rights)

4.1. Overview of the declaration
The Organic Rights Accord (ORA) is a revolutionary blueprint that carries significant implications 
for drug governance. It underscores the importance of prioritizing public health, harm reduction, 
and expanded access to essential medications. The accord also calls for the minimization of 
problematic usage and the thorough monitoring of regulatory experimentation. Additionally, it 
places an unyielding dedication to human rights at its foundation, emphasizing the protection of 
the rights of drug users and the marginalized communities involved in their production and 
distribution. The ORA acknowledges that different approaches will be effective for different 
countries and regions, urging for a new collaborative international framework based on these 
principles.
This forward-thinking accord is in line with the growing trend toward the legal regulation of drug 
markets. Numerous governments across the globe are taking strides toward legalizing specific 
drugs, such as cannabis, and decriminalizing the possession and consumption of others. These 
progressive policies are rooted in the understanding that fear of arrest and widespread stigma 
hinder people from accessing harm reduction services, healthcare, and social services. By 
directing law enforcement efforts towards criminal organizations rather than individuals who use 
drugs, these policies aim to weaken organized crime while prioritizing public health.
The ORA also addresses concerns about the impact of illegal drug use on society and the 
economy by advocating for reforms that empower unions and worker cooperatives involved in 
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legitimate agriculture and production of drugs in the global south. This approach aims to put an 
end to prohibitionist policies that have empowered criminal networks while harming individuals 
and communities.
In conclusion, the ORA presents a comprehensive ethical framework for reimagining global drug 
policy. By emphasizing human rights, public health, harm reduction, and legal regulation of drug 
markets, this accord provides a roadmap for more effective and compassionate drug policies 
worldwide. See references: (Barnsley, 2017, pages 1-5)[10], (World Drug Day - Statement by the 
Global Commission on Drug Policy, 2023)[14], (Drug Policy - Policy, 2024)[23].

4.2. Implications for drug regulation
Regulating organic plant-based drugs has a wide-ranging impact on drug governance, with 
challenges in maintaining authenticity and trustworthiness. The USDA's regulations have been 
inconsistently interpreted and implemented, leading to mishandling of organic goods. Organic 
fraud within supply chains, especially in grain and oilseed supply chains, is a major concern, 
resulting in millions of dollars in fraudulent sales. The complex supply chains pose risks to 
organic integrity, including contact with prohibited substances and falsification of records. To 
combat fraud, a robust system for traceability and fraud prevention is essential, along with 
global oversight. Drug regulation implications go beyond preventing fraud, including economic, 
health, safety, and public opinion considerations. While legalizing and regulating organic plant-
based drugs has advantages like economic growth and reduced crime rates, ensuring product 
integrity within complex global supply chains presents substantial challenges. See reference 
(National Organic Program (NOP); Strengthening Organic Enforcement, 2023)[1].

5. Case studies on countries with 
relaxed drug policies

5.1. Examination of countries that have legalized and 
regulated organic plant-based drugs
In recent years, there has been a growing trend among countries to adopt alternative strategies 
in controlling and mitigating the negative effects of cannabis use. Uruguay, for example, made 
history by becoming the first country to pass laws legalizing and regulating cannabis for non-
medical purposes in 2013. Moreover, several European and Latin American nations have 
decriminalized the personal possession of cannabis. At a sub-national level, eight U.S. states 
and the District of Columbia have also voted to legalize and regulate cannabis for non-medical 
use.
These global shifts in approaches to regulating organic plant-based drugs signify a departure 
from traditional prohibitionist norms. The move towards legalization and regulation stems from 
the recognition that cannabis prohibition has been an ineffective strategy in reducing individual 
or social harms. Furthermore, it aims to limit negative social and public health impacts while 
minimizing the support of illicit markets that fuel organized crime and violence.
The experiences of countries that have legalized and regulated organic plant-based drugs serve 
as valuable case studies for understanding the potential benefits and challenges associated 
with such policies. These case studies offer insights into economic implications, health and 
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safety considerations, as well as reductions in crime rates linked to more lenient drug policies.
In general, these international experiences with legalization and regulation can provide 
guidance for future policy decisions concerning organic plant-based drugs. They offer valuable 
lessons that other countries can learn from as they contemplate their own approaches to drug 
control. See references: (Time to End Prohibition, 2021)[16], (Arguments for and against drug 
prohibition - Wikipedia, 2023)[19], (Canada, 2024)[26].

 Washington District of 
Columbia

Oregon Colorado Alaska
 

Personal 
cultivation

Not permitted 
(remains illegal)

Up to 6 plants — up 
to 3 mature — per 
adult (Maximum of 
12 plants per 
residence — 6 being 
mature — in a single 
house or rental unit)

Up to 4 plants per 
residence
(regardless of the 
number of adults 
residing at the 
residence)

Up to 6 plants — up 
to 3 mature — per 
adult, in a fully 
enclosed, locked 
space
(Maximum of 12 
plants per 
residence, 
regardless of the 
number of adults 
living in the 
residence)

Up to 6 plants — 
maximum of 3 
mature — per adult

Location N/A Indoor only — within 
the interior of a 
house or rental unit

Indoor and outdoor 
permitted

Indoor and outdoor 
permitted

Indoor and outdoor 
permitted

Table 3: Personal cultivation for non-medical purposes in U.S. states (and the District of 
Columbia) that have legalized cannabis (source: reference (Canada, 2024)[26])

5.2. Evaluation of their outcomes and experiences
Several countries such as Portugal, Switzerland, the UK, and the Netherlands have shown that 
prohibition of organic plant-based drugs is ineffective, leading to a shift towards evidence-based 
regulation. Portugal's departure from criminalization has resulted in reduced demand on criminal 
justice resources, allowing law enforcement to focus on international drug smuggling. Canada 
has adopted harm reduction strategies and legalized cannabis under a regulated model, 
demonstrating a comprehensive public health approach. However, New Zealand's regulatory 
framework for 'legal highs' has raised concerns about widening the net of prohibition and state 
control. These case studies highlight the potential benefits of legalization and regulation, such 
as reducing demand on criminal justice resources and addressing negative impacts through 
evidence-based regulation. But they also emphasize the need to carefully address challenges, 
ensuring that regulatory frameworks do not inadvertently widen the net of prohibition or state 
control. Overall, these experiences provide valuable lessons for countries considering similar 
policy reforms, allowing policymakers to make informed decisions when navigating the 
complexities of legalizing and regulating organic plant-based drugs. See references: 
(STOPPING THE HARM, 2019, pages 11-15)[8], (Ending drug prohibition with a hangover? - 
BJCJ, 2024)[9], (Buxton, 2020)[13], (Colson, 2019, pages 1-5)[21].

6. Potential challenges and concerns 
with legalization and regulation

https://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/reports/time-to-end-prohibition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arguments_for_and_against_drug_prohibition
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/task-force-cannabis-legalization-regulation/framework-legalization-regulation-cannabis-in-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/task-force-cannabis-legalization-regulation/framework-legalization-regulation-cannabis-in-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/task-force-cannabis-legalization-regulation/framework-legalization-regulation-cannabis-in-canada.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/reports-publications/special-reports/stopping-the-harm-report.pdf
https://mmuperu.co.uk/bjcj/articles/ending-drug-prohibition-with-a-hangover/
https://journals.openedition.org/poldev/3667
https://shs.hal.science/halshs-02957184/document


6.1. Public opinion and stigma surrounding drug use
The pervasive influence of the drug war mindset has deeply impacted public perception and 
stigma surrounding drug use in the United States. This mindset prioritizes and rationalizes the 
prohibition and criminalization of drugs, contributing to the stigmatization of drug users. The 
criminalization of drug use has resulted in the unfair targeting of people of color, perpetuating 
health and economic disparities. Instead of providing proper care and support, systems meant 
to assist often punish individuals suspected of using drugs.
The arbitrary division between state-approved and state-banned drugs has been politically 
motivated and lacks a scientific or pharmacological basis. This division has demonized banned 
substances, unfairly attributing blame for damages caused by prohibition. Furthermore, the 
denial of medical benefits from banned drugs to patients with specific conditions, such as 
epilepsy or depression, has distorted thinking on drug prevention, education, and treatment.
The war on drugs has also undermined constitutional rights by creating a "drug exception" to the 
Bill of Rights. Practices like random drug testing without probable cause and excessive 
mandatory prison terms have significantly infringed upon the rights of all Americans. 
Additionally, inner-city communities have borne the brunt of both drug abuse and the 
repercussions of drug prohibition. African Americans and other racial minorities face higher 
rates of drug imprisonment compared to white Americans.
Ultimately, public opinion and stigma surrounding drug use have been shaped by an unjust 
system that prioritizes punishment over public health approaches. The impact on marginalized 
communities is particularly severe, resulting in disproportionate targeting and stigmatization. It is 
essential to acknowledge these broader implications in order to advocate for a more 
compassionate and evidence-based approach towards drug use. See references: (The Global 
Drug Policy Problem is Ruining Lives, Damaging Communities & Destabilising Countries: A..., 
2019)[6], (Against Drug Prohibition | American Civil Liberties Union, 2024)[7], (Cohen et al., 
2022)[25].

6.2. Possible increase in usage rates
The rise in usage rates is a common concern when it comes to the legalization and regulation of 
natural plant-based drugs. Opponents argue that legalizing and making these drugs more 
accessible could result in a surge in usage, especially among vulnerable populations. However, 
it is crucial to examine the evidence from countries that have adopted more lenient drug 
policies.
For instance, Portugal decriminalized all drug use in 2001 and has since witnessed a decline in 
overall drug usage rates, along with a decrease in drug-related deaths and HIV infections. 
Similarly, countries like Uruguay and Canada have legalized the recreational use of cannabis 
without experiencing the widespread increase in usage rates that opponents of legalization 
often foresee.
Furthermore, research has indicated that when natural plant-based drugs are regulated and 
sold through legal channels, there is better control over their potency and purity. This helps to 
minimize the risks associated with drug use and can ultimately lead to reductions in harm to 
users.
It is also important to consider the ethical implications of maintaining a prohibitionist approach to 
natural plant-based drugs. Criminalizing these substances can have harmful effects on those 
who use them, leading to stigmatization and violations of human rights. Instead of deterring drug 
use, punitive policies often worsen existing social inequalities and marginalize certain groups 
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within society.
In summary, while concerns about increased usage rates are valid, evidence from countries 
with relaxed drug policies suggests that legalization and regulation can actually lead to positive 
outcomes such as reduced harm and improved social conditions. See references: (Ending drug 
prohibition with a hangover? - BJCJ, 2024)[9], (CRUZ et al., 2021)[20], (Inquiry on illegal drug use 
and its effects on society and the economy, n.d., pages 1-5)[24].

7. Proposed regulatory framework for 
legalized organic plant-based drugs

7.1. Licensing and monitoring processes for 
cultivation, production, and distribution
Effective regulation and oversight of natural plant-based drugs is essential to ensure integrity in 
the supply chain and maintain consumer confidence. Recent changes to USDA organic 
regulations focus on strengthening control systems and traceability to prevent fraud. In countries 
where these drugs are legalized, strict licensing and monitoring processes are crucial to comply 
with health and safety standards and minimize negative impacts on society.
The Universal Declaration of Organic Rights (UDOR) emphasizes responsible cultivation, 
production, and distribution of natural plant-based drugs while protecting individual rights. 
Learning from case studies of countries with relaxed drug policies can provide valuable insights 
into the benefits and challenges associated with legalization and regulation.
Overall, licensing and monitoring processes are vital for any regulatory framework for legalized 
natural plant-based drugs. They should uphold consumer trust, promote public health, minimize 
crime rates, and address economic implications effectively. See references: (National Organic 
Program (NOP); Strengthening Organic Enforcement, 2023)[1], (The Global Drug Policy Problem 
is Ruining Lives, Damaging Communities & Destabilising Countries: A..., 2019)[6], (STOPPING 
THE HARM, 2019, pages 11-15)[8], (Barnsley, 2017, pages 1-5)[10].

7.2. Age restrictions and education campaigns
When it comes to the legalization and regulation of natural plant-based drugs, it is essential to 
establish age restrictions and conduct educational campaigns to ensure responsible 
consumption and minimize potential harm. Similar to regulations for alcohol and tobacco, age 
restrictions would be necessary to prevent underage individuals from accessing these 
substances. Educational campaigns could focus on providing accurate information about the 
potential risks and benefits of natural plant-based drugs, as well as promoting responsible 
consumption habits.
Countries that have decriminalized drug possession have witnessed positive outcomes in 
reducing addiction rates and lessening the burden on the criminal justice system. Portugal's 
decriminalization of personal possession in 2001 resulted in decreased addiction rates, lower 
fatal overdoses, and reduced demand on law enforcement resources. Moreover, there is 
increasing international support for shifting away from criminalizing drug use towards 
decriminalization as part of a human rights-based approach.
Enforcing age restrictions for natural plant-based drugs would help prevent underage access, 
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while educational campaigns could provide valuable information for individuals of legal age. 
These efforts could contribute to reducing the potential negative impacts associated with drug 
use while promoting informed decision-making and responsible consumption. See references: 
(The Global Drug Policy Problem is Ruining Lives, Damaging Communities & Destabilising 
Countries: A..., 2019)[6], (STOPPING THE HARM, 2019, pages 31-35)[8].

8. Comparison to non-organic drug 
production methods

8.1. Impacts of non-organic drug production on 
health/environment.
The production of synthetic drugs has a significant negative impact on both the environment and 
public health. In contrast to natural plant-based drugs, the synthetic drug market is constantly 
evolving, with over 1,000 new psychoactive substances emerging in recent years. The use of 
various precursor chemicals and other inputs in the production of synthetic drugs leads to 
environmental degradation and poses challenges for environmental regulation and control.
Furthermore, the bulk of synthetic drug production is related to substances like 
methamphetamine, amphetamine, and MDMA ('ecstasy'), which have been linked to various 
health issues and social problems. The illegal manufacturing processes also pose risks to the 
environment due to inadequate waste management and water treatment facilities.
This contrasts with plant-based drugs like cannabis, cocaine, heroin, and opium, which have a 
relatively stable end product and do not involve as many harmful chemicals or dynamic 
precursors as the synthetic drug market.
In conclusion, the constantly evolving nature of synthetic drug production and its reliance on 
harmful chemicals has a detrimental impact on both public health and the environment. This 
highlights the need to consider these factors when evaluating drug policies and regulations. See 
references: (Holland, 2020)[11], (World Drug Report, 2022, pages 56-60)[17].

8.2. Current state of non-organic drug production 
regulation worldwide.
The regulation of non-organic drug production on a global scale is an intricate and multi-
dimensional issue. One aspect to take into account is the increasing demand for organic 
products, which has led to a rise in companies producing, handling, marketing, and selling 
organic goods. This has resulted in a more intricate global supply chain for organic products, 
making it more difficult to oversee and enforce the integrity of organic products. Another factor 
that adds to the complexity of non-organic drug production regulation is the lack of clarity in 
certain parts of the USDA organic regulations, leading to inconsistent interpretation and 
implementation.
Additionally, there are exceptions from certification for specific operations, such as those with a 
gross agricultural income from organic sales totaling $5,000 or less annually, retail 
establishments that do not process organically produced agricultural products, and handling 
operations that only handle agricultural products containing less than 70 percent organic 
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ingredients. These exemptions create additional challenges in ensuring the integrity of non-
organic drug production regulations.
Furthermore, the globalization of drug abuse has led to an expansion of illicit traffic and the 
growing ingenuity and power of organized criminal groups. This has raised questions about the 
validity and appropriateness of internationally agreed conventions and resolutions on drug 
control. The trend towards diversification of markets into a range of cheaper and purer synthetic, 
organic, and diverted pharmaceutical substances has further complicated non-organic drug 
production regulation worldwide.
In conclusion, the current state of non-organic drug production regulation worldwide is 
characterized by complexity, challenges in oversight and enforcement, exemptions from 
certification for certain operations, and questions about the validity of international conventions 
on drug control. See references: (National Organic Program (NOP); Strengthening Organic 
Enforcement, 2023)[1], (Parsons, 2023)[2], (Buxton, 2020)[13].

9. Conclusion

9.1. Summary of findings
The debate over ending organic drug prohibition has led to an examination of current drug laws 
and their impact on society. Supporters of decriminalization emphasize protecting users from 
penalties and incarceration, especially in marginalized communities. Legalizing and regulating 
organic plant-based drugs could have economic benefits, improve health and safety, and 
reduce crime. However, concerns remain about public opinion, stigma, and potential increased 
usage rates.
The Universal Declaration of Organic Rights (UDOR) emphasizes that personal possession 
should not be a criminal offense, with focus instead on market-related issues and individual 
freedom. Case studies of countries with relaxed drug policies show that regulation can reduce 
harm to individuals and society by decreasing crime. Challenges to drug policy change must be 
addressed, and regulatory frameworks for legalized organic drugs should include licensing, 
monitoring, age restrictions, and education campaigns.
Non-organic drug production has significant health and environmental impacts, highlighting the 
need for global regulation of both organic and non-organic drugs. Ending organic drug 
prohibition requires consideration of human rights and evidence-based harm reduction 
approaches, without allowing regulation to grant the state new powers to penalize personal 
possession of unregulated substances. See references: (Accelerator, 2024)[5], (Ending drug 
prohibition with a hangover? - BJCJ, 2024)[9], (Holland, 2020)[11], (CRUZ et al., 2021)[20].

9.2. Recommendations for future actions
To progress towards the abolition of organic drug prohibition, a holistic approach is necessary 
that considers various ethical, economic, and public health factors. As emphasized in the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, human rights should be fundamental to any drug 
policy reform. This entails prioritizing harm reduction and evidence-based approaches to 
regulation rather than perpetuating a war on drugs that has resulted in significant harm for both 
individuals and society.
A key recommendation for future initiatives is to concentrate on decriminalizing personal 
possession of all substances. By restoring the right for individuals to possess and consume 
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what they choose without fear or punishment from the state, we can take a crucial step towards 
reducing harm and restoring human rights. This should be followed by a transition towards legal 
regulation rooted in harm reduction principles, with an emphasis on evidence-based approaches 
rather than ideology.
It is important to draw lessons from countries like Portugal, who have successfully 
decriminalized all personal possession of drugs and implemented additional support for those 
with addiction problems. Alongside decriminalization, efforts should be made to repeal drug 
laws and ensure that they are replaced with rational, evidence-based models of legal regulation.
Additionally, there needs to be a focus on international collaboration and responsibility in 
relationships with producers and supply chain workers. Furthermore, ending the 
disproportionate law enforcement measures imposed on marginalized communities for drug 
possession is crucial.
Ultimately, the objective should be to establish a system of legal regulation that minimizes the 
harms associated with drug use, production, and supply within an inclusive, supportive, socially 
just society. By prioritizing human rights and harm reduction at the core of future actions 
towards drug policy reform, we can work towards ending organic drug prohibition in a way that 
benefits individuals and society as a whole. See references: (The Global Drug Policy Problem is 
Ruining Lives, Damaging Communities & Destabilising Countries: A..., 2019)[6], (Ending drug 
prohibition with a hangover? - BJCJ, 2024)[9], (Holland, 2020)[11], (Drug Policy - Policy, 2024)[23].
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