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Introduction and Background

The early 21st century marked a transformative period in U.S. foreign policy,
characterized by the Bush administration's aggressive stance on national security
and international relations. At the center of this transformation were several
interconnected entities: the Project for the New American Century (PNAC), the
Carlyle Group, and the Skull and Bones society. Each played a pivotal role in
shaping the policies that defined George W. Bush's presidency, particularly in the
wake of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

The Project for the New American Century (PNAC)

Founded in 1997, PNAC was a neoconservative think tank that advocated for
American global leadership and military strength. The organization’s founding
document, the "Statement of Principles," outlined the need for the U.S. to increase
defense spending, challenge regimes hostile to American interests, and promote
democracy worldwide. PNAC's influence became particularly evident when several
of its members, including Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, and Paul Wolfowitz,
assumed key positions in the Bush administration. The 2000 PNAC report,
"Rebuilding America’s Defenses," is often cited for its prescient call for a "new Pearl
Harbor" to catalyze public support for military expansion—a sentiment that seemed
realized in the 9/11 attacks​(Wikipedia,Ground Zero with Clyde Lewis).

The Carlyle Group

The Carlyle Group is a global investment firm with deep ties to both the Bush family
and international power brokers, including the Saudi Royal family. The firm, known
for its strategic investments in defense and aerospace, benefited significantly from
the post-9/11 surge in defense spending. George H.W. Bush, father of George W.
Bush, served as an advisor to Carlyle, a role that has raised questions about
potential conflicts of interest, particularly given the firm’s connections to the bin
Laden family. These relationships, while financially lucrative, have fueled public
suspicion and conspiracy theories about the Bush family’s motivations and the
ethical implications of their associations​(CounterPunch.org,Transforming
Classification).

Skull and Bones Society

Skull and Bones, an elite secret society at Yale University, has long been associated
with American political and financial elites. Founded in 1832, the society counts
numerous U.S. Presidents, Supreme Court Justices, and influential business leaders
among its members. George W. Bush’s involvement in Skull and Bones, like that of
his father and grandfather, is often cited as evidence of the Bush family’s
deep-rooted connections to America’s power structures. Although the society’s exact
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influence on specific policy decisions is difficult to ascertain, the network of
relationships it fosters among its members has undoubtedly played a role in shaping
the careers and decisions of those who belong to it​(Center for American
Progress,George W. Bush Library).

Contextualizing the Bush Administration

The convergence of these influential groups—PNAC, the Carlyle Group, and Skull
and Bones—within the Bush administration created a unique environment where
financial interests, ideological beliefs, and longstanding personal relationships
intersected. This convergence is crucial to understanding the administration's
decisions, particularly in the realms of foreign policy and national security, as the
U.S. navigated the challenges of the early 2000s.

This introduction sets the stage for the detailed analysis sections to follow.

PNAC's Influence on U.S. Foreign Policy

The Project for the New American Century (PNAC) had a profound impact on the
foreign policy direction of the George W. Bush administration. Founded in 1997,
PNAC's primary objective was to promote American global leadership and to ensure
that the United States maintained its dominance on the world stage. The
organization's advocacy for a robust military and assertive foreign policy found a
receptive audience in key members of the Bush administration, many of whom were
signatories of PNAC's founding documents.

Key Figures and Their Roles

Several prominent PNAC members held influential positions within the Bush
administration:

● Dick Cheney: Vice President and a key advocate for PNAC’s aggressive
foreign policy stance. Cheney’s role in shaping U.S. military strategy,
particularly in the Middle East, aligned closely with PNAC’s objectives.

● Donald Rumsfeld: Secretary of Defense and another central figure in
promoting the idea of American military superiority. Rumsfeld was
instrumental in the planning and execution of the Iraq War, a cornerstone of
PNAC’s agenda.

● Paul Wolfowitz: Deputy Secretary of Defense and a principal architect of the
Iraq War. Wolfowitz was a leading voice in the push for regime change in Iraq,
arguing that the removal of Saddam Hussein would pave the way for
democracy in the Middle East.
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"Rebuilding America’s Defenses"

The 2000 PNAC report, "Rebuilding America’s Defenses: Strategy, Forces and
Resources for a New Century," is often cited as a blueprint for the Bush
administration’s military strategy. The report called for the U.S. to significantly
increase its defense budget, modernize its military forces, and adopt a proactive
stance in global conflicts to ensure American dominance. One of the most
controversial aspects of the report was its suggestion that a "new Pearl Harbor"
might be necessary to galvanize public support for these military expansions. This
concept became eerily relevant after the 9/11 attacks, which were used to justify the
invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq, aligning with PNAC’s strategic
goals​(Wikipedia,Transforming Classification).

Impact on the Iraq War

PNAC’s influence was most visibly manifested in the decision to invade Iraq in 2003.
The Bush administration's justification for the war—primarily the threat posed by
Iraq’s alleged weapons of mass destruction (WMDs)—mirrored PNAC’s call for
preemptive action against potential threats. Despite the eventual failure to find
WMDs in Iraq, the administration's policy was consistent with PNAC’s long-standing
argument that the U.S. should not hesitate to use its military power to enforce regime
change in countries deemed hostile to American interests​(Ground Zero with Clyde
Lewis,Transforming Classification).

Broader Implications

The alignment between PNAC’s strategic vision and the Bush administration's
policies had significant implications for U.S. foreign relations. The Iraq War, widely
criticized for its human and economic costs, strained America’s relationships with
several key allies and fueled anti-American sentiment worldwide. Moreover, the war's
aftermath, marked by instability in Iraq and the rise of extremist groups like ISIS,
underscored the risks of the aggressive, interventionist policies advocated by PNAC.

This section details how PNAC’s strategic goals were reflected in the Bush
administration’s foreign policy, particularly in the lead-up to the Iraq War.

The Carlyle Group and Financial Conflicts of Interest

The Carlyle Group, a global private equity firm, played a significant and controversial
role during the George W. Bush administration. Known for its investments in
defense, aerospace, and telecommunications, Carlyle became a focal point of
scrutiny due to its close ties with the Bush family, Saudi investors, and other global
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power brokers. The firm's activities during and after the 9/11 attacks raised concerns
about conflicts of interest, particularly in relation to U.S. defense policy and
spending.

Carlyle Group's Strategic Investments

The Carlyle Group was uniquely positioned to benefit from the surge in defense
spending following the 9/11 attacks. The firm had substantial investments in
companies that were directly involved in the defense industry, including United
Defense Industries, which manufactured military vehicles and weapon systems. The
post-9/11 military engagements in Afghanistan and Iraq resulted in a significant
increase in defense contracts for companies in Carlyle's portfolio, leading to
substantial profits for the firm.

Key Points of Controversy:

● George H.W. Bush's Role: The involvement of former President George
H.W. Bush as a senior advisor to Carlyle raised ethical concerns. His
presence in the firm, alongside other prominent figures such as former
Secretary of State James Baker, fueled suspicions that Carlyle was leveraging
its political connections to secure lucrative government
contracts​(CounterPunch.org,CounterPunch.org).

● Saudi Connections: The bin Laden family, known for their wealth and
business acumen, were investors in the Carlyle Group until shortly after the
9/11 attacks. While the bin Laden family publicly distanced themselves from
Osama bin Laden, their financial ties to Carlyle and the timing of their
divestment added to the perception of a conflict of interest. This connection
has been a focal point for conspiracy theories, despite the lack of concrete
evidence linking the family’s business dealings to the attacks​(Wikipedia,
Wikipedia).

Financial Gains Post-9/11

The rapid increase in U.S. defense spending post-9/11 directly benefited Carlyle’s
investments in defense contractors. For example, United Defense's successful IPO
in 2001, which occurred just weeks after the attacks, underscored how the firm was
poised to capitalize on the expanding military budget. This financial success has
been cited as an example of how Carlyle’s close ties to political elites enabled it to
profit from government policies shaped by those same elites​(CounterPunch.org).

Ethical Implications:

● The intertwining of financial interests and public policy raises critical questions
about the integrity of governmental decision-making processes during the
Bush administration. The perception that private firms like Carlyle could exert
undue influence on policy for financial gain undermines public trust in
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government, particularly when such decisions have far-reaching
consequences for national security and international relations.

Conclusion

The Carlyle Group’s financial activities during the early 2000s highlight the potential
dangers of conflicts of interest in government. While the firm’s investments were
undoubtedly profitable, the ethical concerns surrounding its ties to the Bush family
and other political figures cast a long shadow over its operations. This section
underscores the need for greater transparency and accountability in the intersection
of private business and public policy, especially in areas as sensitive as national
defense.

This section provides a detailed look at the Carlyle Group's influence and the ethical
concerns raised by its connections to the Bush administration.

Skull and Bones Society: Influence and Legacy

The Skull and Bones society at Yale University has long been shrouded in secrecy
and intrigue. Founded in 1832, this elite secret society has been a breeding ground
for influential figures in American politics, finance, and industry. The society's legacy
of fostering close-knit relationships among its members has contributed to the
perception that Skull and Bones wields significant power behind the scenes in U.S.
governance. George W. Bush’s involvement in Skull and Bones, following in the
footsteps of his father and grandfather, has fueled speculation about the society’s
influence on his presidency and the broader implications for American democracy.

Historical Context and Membership

Skull and Bones was established as a secretive society at Yale University, initially
founded as a response to the existing fraternity system and has since evolved into
one of the most exclusive and elite organizations in the United States. Membership
is typically limited to a select group of Yale seniors each year, who are chosen for
their leadership potential and future influence. Over the decades, Skull and Bones
has included a remarkable number of U.S. Presidents, Supreme Court Justices,
Senators, and influential business leaders.

Key Figures:

● Prescott Bush: George W. Bush’s grandfather, who was a member of Skull
and Bones, went on to become a U.S. Senator and a prominent banker. His



involvement in the society set the stage for the Bush family’s continued
influence within this elite circle.

● George H.W. Bush: George W. Bush’s father, also a Skull and Bones
member, served as the 41st President of the United States. His presidency,
CIA directorship, and earlier political roles were marked by a strong network
of Skull and Bones connections.

● George W. Bush: The 43rd President of the United States, George W. Bush’s
membership in Skull and Bones has been cited as part of the broader
narrative of the Bush family’s influence in American politics.

Perceived Influence on U.S. Politics

While the exact influence of Skull and Bones on specific policy decisions during
George W. Bush’s presidency remains speculative, the society’s impact on shaping
the careers of its members is more evident. The network of relationships and mutual
support cultivated within Skull and Bones often translates into real-world influence,
as members rise to prominent positions in government and business.

Speculation and Criticism:

● Policy Influence: Critics argue that Skull and Bones’ secrecy and elitism
contribute to an undemocratic concentration of power among a small group of
individuals. The society's members, including those in the Bush family, have
been accused of using their influence to advance policies that benefit their
interests, rather than the public good.

● Public Perception: The secrecy surrounding Skull and Bones has led to
widespread speculation and conspiracy theories, particularly regarding the
society's involvement in shaping U.S. foreign and domestic policies. The idea
that a secretive group of elites could steer the course of a nation has been a
source of concern and controversy.

Impact on George W. Bush’s Presidency

George W. Bush’s presidency was marked by significant decisions that shaped the
course of U.S. history, particularly in the aftermath of 9/11. While there is no direct
evidence linking Skull and Bones to specific policy decisions during his
administration, the society’s broader influence on its members’ careers suggests that
the relationships and values fostered within Skull and Bones likely played a role in
shaping Bush’s leadership style and decision-making processes.

Legacy and Continuing Influence:

● The legacy of Skull and Bones continues to be a topic of interest and debate,
particularly in discussions about the influence of elite networks on American
democracy. The society’s impact is most apparent in the way it has helped



shape the careers of its members, many of whom have gone on to hold
significant positions of power.

This section explores the influence of Skull and Bones on American politics, with a
focus on the Bush family and the broader implications for U.S. governance.

Intelligence Failures Leading Up to 9/11

The terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, were a defining moment in American
history, revealing significant flaws in the U.S. intelligence apparatus. Despite multiple
warnings and reports of an imminent al-Qaeda attack, the Bush administration,
including key figures such as President George W. Bush, Vice President Dick
Cheney, and Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, failed to prevent the tragedy.
The aftermath of 9/11 led to widespread criticism of the administration's handling of
pre-attack intelligence and raised questions about the systemic failures that allowed
the attacks to occur.

Warning Signs and Missed Opportunities

In the months leading up to 9/11, U.S. intelligence agencies, including the CIA and
FBI, received numerous warnings about potential terrorist activities. These included
intercepted communications, reports from foreign governments, and observations
from field operatives that suggested al-Qaeda was planning a major attack on U.S.
soil. However, these warnings were not adequately acted upon due to a combination
of bureaucratic inefficiency, inter-agency rivalry, and a general underestimation of the
threat posed by al-Qaeda.

Key Points:

● The August 6, 2001, Presidential Daily Brief (PDB): Titled "Bin Laden
Determined to Strike in U.S.," this PDB explicitly warned President Bush
about the possibility of an al-Qaeda attack. The brief mentioned that FBI
information indicated patterns of suspicious activity in the U.S. consistent with
preparations for hijackings or other types of attacks. However, this warning did
not lead to significant changes in national security posture​(George W. Bush
Library,Transforming Classification).

● Inter-Agency Communication Issues: There were significant
communication gaps between the CIA, FBI, and other intelligence agencies.
Key pieces of information were not shared effectively, leading to a fragmented
understanding of the threat. For instance, the failure to connect the dots
between known al-Qaeda operatives in the U.S. and their activities was a
critical oversight.

Administration’s Response and Aftermath

https://www.georgewbushlibrary.gov/research/topic-guides/september-11-2001-terrorist-attacks
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In the immediate aftermath of 9/11, the Bush administration focused on responding
to the attacks by launching the War on Terror, including the invasions of Afghanistan
and Iraq. However, the administration's failure to prevent the attacks, despite the
intelligence warnings, became a focal point of public and congressional inquiries.

Key Responses:

● 9/11 Commission Report: The bipartisan 9/11 Commission was established
to investigate the circumstances leading up to the attacks. The Commission’s
final report highlighted the intelligence failures and recommended sweeping
changes to improve coordination and information sharing among U.S.
intelligence agencies​(George W. Bush Library).

● PATRIOT Act: In response to the perceived intelligence shortcomings, the
Bush administration quickly passed the USA PATRIOT Act, which expanded
the government’s surveillance capabilities and intelligence-gathering powers.
While intended to prevent future attacks, the Act has been criticized for its
impact on civil liberties and the balance between security and privacy.

Implications for National Security Policy

The intelligence failures leading up to 9/11 had profound implications for U.S.
national security policy. The attacks exposed the weaknesses in the U.S. intelligence
community’s ability to anticipate and respond to non-state actors like al-Qaeda. In
the years following 9/11, there was a significant overhaul of U.S. intelligence
agencies, including the creation of the Department of Homeland Security and the
Director of National Intelligence (DNI) position to oversee and coordinate the
intelligence community.

Long-Term Impact:

● Increased Surveillance: The emphasis on preventing another 9/11-like
attack led to a significant expansion of domestic and international surveillance
programs, including the controversial NSA surveillance revealed by Edward
Snowden in 2013.

● Erosion of Trust: The public's trust in the government’s ability to protect the
nation was severely shaken. The perception that the Bush administration may
have been distracted by other priorities, such as preparing for the Iraq War,
contributed to widespread disillusionment.

This section details the critical intelligence failures that allowed the 9/11 attacks to
occur and their impact on U.S. national security policy.

https://www.georgewbushlibrary.gov/research/topic-guides/september-11-2001-terrorist-attacks
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from field operatives that suggested al-Qaeda was planning a major attack on U.S.
soil. However, these warnings were not adequately acted upon due to a combination
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● 9/11 Commission Report: The bipartisan 9/11 Commission was established
to investigate the circumstances leading up to the attacks. The Commission’s
final report highlighted the intelligence failures and recommended sweeping
changes to improve coordination and information sharing among U.S.
intelligence agencies​(George W. Bush Library).

● PATRIOT Act: In response to the perceived intelligence shortcomings, the
Bush administration quickly passed the USA PATRIOT Act, which expanded
the government’s surveillance capabilities and intelligence-gathering powers.
While intended to prevent future attacks, the Act has been criticized for its
impact on civil liberties and the balance between security and privacy.

Implications for National Security Policy

The intelligence failures leading up to 9/11 had profound implications for U.S.
national security policy. The attacks exposed the weaknesses in the U.S. intelligence
community’s ability to anticipate and respond to non-state actors like al-Qaeda. In
the years following 9/11, there was a significant overhaul of U.S. intelligence
agencies, including the creation of the Department of Homeland Security and the
Director of National Intelligence (DNI) position to oversee and coordinate the
intelligence community.

Long-Term Impact:

● Increased Surveillance: The emphasis on preventing another 9/11-like
attack led to a significant expansion of domestic and international surveillance
programs, including the controversial NSA surveillance revealed by Edward
Snowden in 2013.

● Erosion of Trust: The public's trust in the government’s ability to protect the
nation was severely shaken. The perception that the Bush administration may
have been distracted by other priorities, such as preparing for the Iraq War,
contributed to widespread disillusionment.

This section details the critical intelligence failures that allowed the 9/11 attacks to
occur and their impact on U.S. national security policy.

Conclusion and Summary

The investigation into the Bush administration’s connections with the Project for the
New American Century (PNAC), the Carlyle Group, Skull and Bones, and the
broader intelligence failures surrounding the 9/11 attacks reveals a complex web of
influence, financial interests, and policy decisions that have had far-reaching
implications for the United States and the world.
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Key Findings:

1. PNAC’s Influence on Foreign Policy: PNAC’s neoconservative ideology played
a crucial role in shaping the Bush administration’s approach to global
dominance, particularly through military intervention. The Iraq War, justified by
the threat of weapons of mass destruction, was a direct manifestation of
PNAC’s strategic goals. The organization’s call for a "new Pearl Harbor" to
catalyze public support for military expansion eerily aligned with the 9/11
attacks, which were subsequently used to justify significant military
actions​(Ground Zero with Clyde Lewis,Wikipedia).

2. Carlyle Group and Financial Conflicts of Interest: The Carlyle Group, with
its deep connections to the Bush family and Saudi investors, profited
significantly from the increase in defense spending following 9/11. The firm’s
strategic investments in defense contractors, combined with its political
connections, raise serious ethical questions about conflicts of interest and the
potential for private financial gain influencing public policy​(CounterPunch.org
,CounterPunch.org).

3. Skull and Bones Society’s Influence: The Skull and Bones society, while
shrouded in secrecy, has been a powerful network for its members, many of
whom have gone on to hold influential positions in U.S. government and
business. The society’s role in shaping the careers and decisions of its
members, including George W. Bush, highlights the potential influence of elite
networks on American democracy, even if the direct impact on specific policy
decisions is difficult to trace​(Center for American Progress,
George W. Bush Library).

4. Intelligence Failures Leading Up to 9/11: The failure to act on numerous
intelligence warnings prior to 9/11 represents one of the most significant
breakdowns in U.S. national security history. The lack of coordination and
communication between intelligence agencies, coupled with the
administration’s focus on other priorities, contributed to the tragic events of
9/11. These failures led to a major overhaul of the U.S. intelligence
community, but they also eroded public trust in the government’s ability to
protect the nation​(George W. Bush Library).

Broader Implications:

The intersection of these influential entities—PNAC, the Carlyle Group, and Skull
and Bones—within the Bush administration underscores the challenges of
maintaining ethical governance in the face of powerful networks and financial
interests. The decisions made during this period have had lasting impacts, from the
ongoing instability in the Middle East to the erosion of civil liberties in the name of
national security.

Final Thoughts:
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The investigation into these connections highlights the need for greater transparency
and accountability in government. The potential for conflicts of interest, whether
through financial ties or elite networks, poses a significant threat to democratic
governance. As the world continues to grapple with the consequences of the
decisions made during the Bush administration, it is crucial to learn from these
experiences to ensure that future leaders are held to the highest ethical standards.
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12.The Atlantic - Analysis of the intelligence failures related to 9/11.

○ Understanding 9/11 Intelligence Failures
13.PBS Frontline - Documentaries and articles on the lead-up to 9/11.

○ The Road to 9/11
14.Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) - Reports and articles on U.S. foreign

policy post-9/11.
○ The U.S. Response to 9/11

15.The National Security Archive - Declassified documents on the Bush
administration’s policies.

○ Bush Administration’s National Security Documents

Additional Insights and Analysis

16.Foreign Affairs - Scholarly articles on PNAC and U.S. foreign policy.
○ The Influence of PNAC on U.S. Foreign Policy

17.Brookings Institution - Research on the Carlyle Group and conflicts of
interest.

○ Financial Interests and U.S. Policy
18.The New Republic - Articles on Skull and Bones and its influence.

○ Skull and Bones: Power and Secrecy
19.The Hill - Coverage on Carlyle Group and political connections.

○ Carlyle Group’s Political Ties
20.National Review - Analysis of PNAC and the Iraq War.

○ PNAC and the Iraq War

These sources provide a well-rounded view of the entities and issues at the heart of
this report, offering both foundational information and critical analysis.


