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Date: October 2, 2023

To: Members of Skull and Bones Society, Yale University

From: Marie Landry

Dear Esteemed Members of the Skull and Bones Society,

I present to you this in-depth report, titled "Rumsfeldology: The Science and Life of Donald J. Rumsfeld," dated October
2, 2023. This comprehensive analysis explores the multifaceted career and legacy of Donald Rumsfeld, focusing on his
pivotal role as the U.S. Secretary of Defense during the Bush administration and the controversies and challenges that
defined his tenure.

**Introduction to Rumsfeldology:**
   - "Rumsfeldology" is a term coined to encapsulate the unique characteristics and controversies associated with the
leadership of Donald Rumsfeld during his tenure as U.S. Secretary of Defense.

**1. Planning and Execution of Iraq War:**
   - "Rumsfeldology" is characterized by Rumsfeld's influential role in planning and executing the Iraq War, a conflict
marked by its controversial justifications and post-invasion challenges.

**2. Flawed Intelligence on Iraq:**
   - Central to "Rumsfeldology" was his role in presenting flawed intelligence on Iraq's alleged weapons of mass
destruction, a key justification for the invasion.

**3. The "Known Unknowns" Statement:**
   - A hallmark of "Rumsfeldology" is his famous "known unknowns" statement, which highlighted the intelligence gaps
on Iraq's WMDs and became emblematic of the controversy surrounding the war's justification.

**4. The "How Start" Memo:**
   - The "How Start" memo, dated January 26, 2003, is a pivotal element of "Rumsfeldology," reflecting a perceived lack
of thorough post-war planning.

**5. Controversial Interrogation Techniques:**
   - "Rumsfeldology" includes the approval of harsh interrogation techniques, such as waterboarding, which were widely
criticized as torture.

**6. Strained Relations with Military Leadership:**
   - His assertive leadership style led to strained relationships with military commanders, underscoring tensions within
the Department of Defense.

**7. Failure to Predict Post-Invasion Challenges:**
   - "Rumsfeldology" failed to anticipate the significant challenges that emerged in post-invasion Iraq, including
insurgency and instability.



**8. Controversial "Global War on Terror" Framework:**
   - His broad approach to the "Global War on Terror" within "Rumsfeldology" was criticized for its lack of specificity.

**9. Controversial Resignation Timing:**
   - "Rumsfeldology" includes the timing of his resignation as Secretary of Defense in 2006, viewed by critics as a
belated response to the challenges in Iraq.

In conclusion, "Rumsfeldology" represents the intricate tapestry of characteristics and controversies associated with
Donald Rumsfeld's life and leadership. This report serves as an exploration of his unique role in shaping U.S. foreign
policy and the complexities of his legacy.
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Marie Landry
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