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Abstract

This document provides an in-depth analysis of Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s leadership, focusing on his anti-LGBTQ+ policies, psychological profile,
family image, and warmongering rhetoric. Drawing from various disciplines, in-
cluding political science, psychology, and sociology, the paper examines how these
elements intersect to shape Putin’s governance and its implications on both domes-
tic and international fronts.
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1 Introduction

Vladimir Putin’s tenure as President of Russia has been marked by a series of policies
and actions that have garnered international attention and criticism. This paper aims
to explore the complexities of his leadership through a multidisciplinary lens, addressing
the following key areas:

e Anti-LGBTQ+ Policies and Rhetoric
e Psychological Profile and Leadership Style
e Public Image vs. Private Life

e Warmongering Rhetoric and Military Aggression



2 Anti-LGBTQ+ Policies and Rhetoric

2.1 Legislative Measures

In 2013, Putin signed into law the ”For the Purpose of Protecting Children from Infor-
mation Advocating a Denial of Traditional Family Values,” commonly known as the anti-
LGBTQ+ propaganda law. This legislation prohibits the promotion of "non-traditional
sexual relationships” to minors and has been widely criticized for its vague language and
potential to incite discrimination [J.

2.2 Expansion of Restrictions

In December 2022, the Russian government expanded these restrictions to include all age
groups, effectively banning the public portrayal of LGBTQ+ behaviors or lifestyles in
Russia. This move has been interpreted as a response to perceived Western liberal values
and an attempt to consolidate domestic support among conservative factions [2].

2.3 International Reactions

The international community has condemned these laws as violations of human rights.
Organizations such as Human Rights Watch and the United Nations have called for the
repeal of these discriminatory measures [3].



3 Psychological Profile and Leadership Style

3.1 Personality Traits

Psychological analyses of Putin’s personality suggest traits such as high conscientiousness,
low agreeableness, and high emotional stability. These characteristics may contribute to
his assertive and often authoritarian leadership style [4].

3.2 Leadership Approach

Putin’s leadership is characterized by a deliberative style, marked by careful planning
and a preference for centralized decision-making. His temperament is described as active-
negative, indicating a proactive approach to governance coupled with a tendency towards
rigidity and a lack of empathy [5].



4 Public Image vs. Private Life

4.1 Family Image

Publicly, Putin projects an image of a traditional family man, often appearing with his
daughters in state-sponsored media. However, reports suggest that he has a secret family
with former Olympic gymnast Alina Kabaeva, with whom he is believed to have two
children [0].

4.2 Media Manipulation

The Kremlin has been accused of manipulating media portrayals of Putin’s personal life
to maintain a favorable public image. This includes controlling narratives around his
family and personal relationships to project an image of stability and normalcy [7].



5 Warmongering Rhetoric and Military Aggression

5.1 Justifications for Conflict

Putin has employed a rhetoric of victimhood and aggression, portraying Russia as a
besieged nation defending itself against Western encroachment. This narrative has been
used to justify military actions in Ukraine and other neighboring countries [§].

5.2 Military Actions

Under Putin’s leadership, Russia has engaged in several military conflicts, including the
annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the invasion of Ukraine in 2022. These actions have
been accompanied by inflammatory rhetoric and threats of further aggression [9)].

5.3 International Implications

Putin’s warmongering rhetoric has strained relations with Western nations and led to
sanctions and diplomatic isolation. His actions have raised concerns about regional sta-
bility and the potential for broader conflict [10].



6 Conclusion

Vladimir Putin’s leadership is characterized by a complex interplay of policies and actions
that reflect his psychological traits, political objectives, and personal image management.
His anti-LGBTQ+ policies, authoritarian leadership style, manipulation of public per-
ception, and warmongering rhetoric collectively shape his governance and its impact on
both Russia and the international community.
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