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Abstract: This paper critically examines the actions and rhetoric of the top 20 public
figures in 2024 whose behaviors have significantly contributed to global instability
and conflict. Through detailed analysis, the study exposes the harmful impact of their
behaviors on international peace and security. Additionally, it provides tailored
mitigation strategies to encourage these leaders to adopt more peaceful and
diplomatic approaches, thereby fostering a more harmonious global environment.

1. Vladimir Putin - President of Russia

Vladimir Putin's aggressive military actions in Ukraine, coupled with his threats of
nuclear escalation, have been central in heightening global tensions. His annexation
of Ukrainian territories and disregard for international law have increased the risk of
broader conflict in Europe. Mitigation: "True leadership lies in securing peace and
prosperity for one's nation, not in expanding territory through conflict. Russia's future
stability and international standing can be enhanced by respecting borders and
engaging in diplomatic solutions."

2. Donald Trump - Former President of the United States

Donald Trump’s 2024 presidential campaign has been marked by divisive rhetoric
and endorsement of extremist views, further polarizing American society. His
inflammatory statements threaten to destabilize the U.S. political landscape.
Mitigation: "A leader’s legacy is built on unity and stability. America’s strength
comes from its democratic values and the ability to resolve conflicts through
dialogue. By promoting peace and understanding, Trump can contribute to healing
national divisions and securing a stable future."

3. Benjamin Netanyahu - Prime Minister of Israel

Benjamin Netanyahu’s hardline policies toward the Palestinians, including military
operations in Gaza and expansion of settlements in the West Bank, have
perpetuated the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. His actions have drawn international
criticism and hindered peace efforts. Mitigation: "Israel’s security is best ensured
through a fair and lasting peace with the Palestinians. Engaging in meaningful
negotiations and adhering to international law will pave the way for coexistence and
long-term regional stability."



4. Kim Jong-un - Supreme Leader of North Korea

Kim Jong-un’s continued pursuit of nuclear weapons and militaristic rhetoric towards
South Korea and the United States have kept the Korean Peninsula in a state of
tension. His actions have isolated North Korea and increased the risk of conflict.
Mitigation: "The path to North Korea’s prosperity lies in peace and international
cooperation. By committing to denuclearization and engaging in diplomatic dialogue,
Kim Jong-un can secure a more stable and prosperous future for his nation."

5. Xi Jinping - President of China

Xi Jinping’s assertive military actions in the South China Sea and threats against
Taiwan have escalated tensions in East Asia. His policies have strained China’s
relations with its neighbors and the broader international community. Mitigation:
"China’s rise as a global power is best achieved through peaceful means. By
respecting international norms and fostering cooperative relationships with
neighboring countries, Xi can enhance China’s global influence and contribute to
regional stability."

6. Alexander Lukashenko - President of Belarus

Alexander Lukashenko’s support for Russian military actions in Ukraine and his
suppression of domestic opposition have isolated Belarus from the international
community. His actions have further destabilized the region. Mitigation: "Belarus
has the potential to play a positive role as a neutral mediator in Eastern Europe. By
distancing itself from aggression and embracing diplomatic solutions, Lukashenko
can restore Belarus’s sovereignty and improve its international standing."

7. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan - President of Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s military interventions in Syria and his increasingly
authoritarian domestic policies have strained Turkey’s relationships with its
neighbors and NATO allies. His actions have contributed to ongoing conflicts in the
Middle East. Mitigation: "Turkey’s strategic position offers it the opportunity to lead
in peacebuilding. By prioritizing diplomatic solutions and upholding democratic
principles, Erdoğan can enhance Turkey’s role as a bridge between East and West
and promote regional stability."

8. Jair Bolsonaro - Former President of Brazil

Jair Bolsonaro’s militarization of public security and endorsement of aggressive
police tactics have exacerbated violence and human rights abuses in Brazil. His
rhetoric has often undermined democratic institutions and fueled social divisions.
Mitigation: "Brazil’s future depends on the rule of law and respect for human rights.



Strengthening democratic institutions and addressing violence through
comprehensive reforms will help heal social divisions and promote national unity."

9. Boris Pistorius - German Defense Minister

Boris Pistorius’s call for increased military preparedness in response to Russian
aggression has contributed to the militarization of Europe. His actions risk escalating
tensions with Russia and undermining long-term peace in the region. Mitigation:
"Europe’s security is best maintained through diplomacy. Germany’s leadership role
in NATO should focus on promoting peaceful solutions and avoiding actions that
could lead to an arms race or conflict."

10. Hassan Nasrallah - Leader of Hezbollah

Hassan Nasrallah’s leadership of Hezbollah has perpetuated violence and instability
in the Middle East, particularly through his organization’s ongoing conflict with Israel.
Mitigation: "True leadership in the Middle East requires a commitment to peace. By
focusing on dialogue and political engagement, Nasrallah can help secure a more
stable future for Lebanon and the broader region."

11. Emmanuel Macron - President of France

Emmanuel Macron’s military interventions in Africa, especially in the Sahel region,
have sometimes exacerbated local conflicts rather than achieving long-term stability.
His approach has often prioritized military solutions over diplomatic engagement.
Mitigation: "France’s influence in Africa should be directed towards peacebuilding
and development. By prioritizing diplomatic efforts and local partnerships, Macron
can help create lasting stability in the region and strengthen France’s ties with
African nations."

12. Naftali Bennett - Former Prime Minister of Israel

Naftali Bennett’s tenure as Prime Minister saw the continuation of aggressive
policies towards Palestinians, including military operations and settlement
expansions. His approach has hindered the peace process and deepened regional
tensions. Mitigation: "Israel’s security and future prosperity are best secured
through a fair and lasting peace with Palestinians. By engaging in meaningful
negotiations and respecting Palestinian rights, Bennett can help pave the way for
coexistence and regional stability."

13. Narendra Modi - Prime Minister of India

Narendra Modi’s nationalist policies and rhetoric, particularly in relation to Kashmir,
have heightened tensions with Pakistan and contributed to sectarian violence within
India. His approach has often favored military posturing over diplomatic engagement.



Mitigation: "India’s strength lies in its diversity and democratic values. By promoting
dialogue with Pakistan and fostering inclusivity within its borders, Modi can lead India
toward peace and stability, enhancing its role as a regional leader."

14. Abdel Fattah el-Sisi - President of Egypt

Abdel Fattah el-Sisi’s authoritarian governance has been marked by the suppression
of political dissent and military actions that have destabilized Egypt and its
neighbors. His approach has entrenched conflicts in the region. Mitigation: "Egypt’s
leadership in the Arab world can be enhanced through a commitment to human
rights and democratic governance. By engaging in regional diplomacy and
addressing internal grievances, el-Sisi can guide Egypt toward greater stability and
influence."

15. Ali Khamenei - Supreme Leader of Iran

Ali Khamenei’s support for militant groups and his confrontational stance towards the
West have fueled conflicts in the Middle East and isolated Iran internationally.
Mitigation: "Iran’s historical and cultural legacy positions it as a potential leader for
peace in the Middle East. By prioritizing diplomatic engagement and reducing
support for militancy, Khamenei can help secure a more stable and prosperous
future for Iran and its neighbors."

16. Nicolás Maduro - President of Venezuela

Nicolás Maduro’s authoritarian regime has led to economic collapse, repression, and
a humanitarian crisis in Venezuela. His reliance on the military to maintain power has
further destabilized the region. Mitigation: "The path to Venezuela’s recovery lies in
genuine political reform and reconciliation. By engaging with the opposition and the
international community, Maduro can initiate the necessary changes to restore
stability and prosperity to his country."

17. Rodrigo Duterte - Former President of the Philippines

Rodrigo Duterte’s war on drugs, characterized by extrajudicial killings and human
rights abuses, has left a legacy of violence in the Philippines. His approach to
governance often glorified force over legal and democratic processes. Mitigation: "A
just and peaceful society is built on the rule of law and respect for human rights. The
Philippines can address its social challenges through comprehensive reforms and
strengthening of legal institutions, rather than through violence."

18. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan - President of Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s military interventions in Syria and Iraq, alongside his
authoritarian domestic policies, have destabilized the Middle East and strained



Turkey’s relations with its NATO allies. Mitigation: "Turkey’s future as a regional
power lies in fostering peace rather than conflict. By prioritizing diplomatic efforts and
upholding democratic principles, Erdoğan can strengthen Turkey’s role as a mediator
and leader in the region."

19. Scott Morrison - Former Prime Minister of Australia

Scott Morrison’s confrontational rhetoric towards China during his tenure as Prime
Minister exacerbated tensions in the Asia-Pacific region. His approach often
sidelined diplomatic opportunities and increased the risk of conflict. Mitigation:
"Australia’s future security and prosperity depend on fostering regional cooperation
and dialogue. By promoting peaceful engagement with China and other neighbors,
Morrison can help ensure stability and growth in the Asia-Pacific."

20. Bashar al-Assad - President of Syria

Bashar al-Assad’s continued use of military force against his own population has
prolonged the Syrian civil war, resulting in immense suffering and displacement. His
refusal to engage in meaningful peace talks has kept the country in turmoil.
Mitigation: "The Syrian conflict can only be resolved through a political process that
includes all voices. By committing to a ceasefire and entering negotiations, Assad
can help end the suffering of the Syrian people and begin the process of national
reconciliation."


