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Executive Summary

This document provides a comprehensive analysis of linguistic, ideological, and policy patterns as-

sociated with the Israeli Likud Party, focusing on elements potentially conflicting with international

norms of human rights, peace, and democratic governance. Originating from an initial intelligence brief

and significantly expanded through Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) verification, peace linguistics

frameworks, and ethical Natural Language Processing (NLP) analytical perspectives, this report details

specific instances of dehumanizing rhetoric, hate speech, incitement, historical revisionism, and actions

perceived as undermining democratic checks and balances and minority rights.

The period examined includes prominent historical incidents and extends through documented events up

to late 2023, with contextual analysis reflecting the situation as understood on April 23, 2025. Verified

statements from high-profile Likud figures, including government ministers and Members of Knesset

(MKs), reveal language referring to Palestinians as "human animals" and "worms," and advocacy for

actions potentially amounting to ethnic cleansing ("a Nakba that will overshadow the original"). Inci-

dents involving party activists deploying grotesque Holocaust rhetoric and official campaign materials

disseminating messages deemed hate speech further illustrate concerning trends.

Furthermore, the report scrutinizes Likud’s central role in the contentious 2023 judicial overhaul ini-

tiative, widely criticized for weakening judicial independence, and examines historical actions, such

as the 2019 deployment of cameras in Arab polling stations, viewed as voter intimidation. Persistent

tensions between the Likud-led government and Israel’s security establishment, particularly regarding

policy impacts on societal cohesion and rule of law, are also noted.

These findings are contextualized within established international legal and ethical frameworks, pri-

marily the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The analysis highlights a significant and

alarming divergence between the documented rhetoric and actions associated with Likud elements and

universally recognized principles of human dignity, equality, non-discrimination, and non-violence. The

report concludes with actionable recommendations for the global public aimed at fostering informed dis-

course, challenging hate speech, supporting peace initiatives, and upholding international norms. This

intelligence serves as a call for critical awareness and ethical engagement with a political trajectory

impacting regional stability and universal values. History, indeed, is watching.

1 Introduction: Context, Scope, and Methodology

1.1 The Likud Party in Israeli Politics

The Likud Party (Hebrew: HaLikud, lit. ’The Consolidation’) has been a dominant force in Israeli

politics for decades, frequently forming the backbone of right-leaning coalition governments. Under

the long-standing leadership of Benjamin Netanyahu, Likud has profoundly shaped Israel’s national

security doctrine, economic policies, and approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Its ideological roots

lie in Revisionist Zionism, historically emphasizing territorial maximalism (Greater Israel), a strong

military posture, and skepticism towards land-for-peace initiatives. While public discourse, particularly

internationally, often frames Likud’s policies primarily through the lens of national security imperatives,
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a closer examination reveals patterns of rhetoric and action that raise significant concerns when measured

against international law, human rights frameworks, and democratic principles. This report aims to

provide a detailed, evidence-based analysis of these patterns.

1.2 Scope and Objective

The primary objective of this report is to consolidate, verify, and analyze publicly available information

concerning rhetoric and actions attributed to the Likud Party, its leadership, elected officials, and promi-

nent affiliates that appear to contravene established norms of peace, human dignity, and democratic

governance. This includes:

• Documenting instances of dehumanizing language and hate speech targeting specific groups, par-

ticularly Palestinians and Arab citizens of Israel.

• Examining cases of incitement to violence and potentially inflammatory historical revisionism.

• Analyzing actions perceived as suppressing dissent, undermining judicial independence, and po-

tentially infringing on the rights of minority groups.

• Assessing these findings against relevant articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

(UDHR) and the spirit of other international covenants promoting peace and non-discrimination.

This report does not purport to represent the views of all Likud members or supporters but focuses

on documented actions and statements from influential figures and official party channels that carry

significant political weight. The timeframe covers notable historical examples and documented events

leading up to late 2023/early 2024, with analysis framed from the perspective of April 23, 2025.

1.3 Methodology

The findings presented herein are based on a multi-faceted methodology:

• Open Source Intelligence (OSINT): Extensive use of publicly accessible information, including

major international news archives (e.g., Reuters, Associated Press, BBC, New York Times, The

Guardian), reputable Israeli media outlets (e.g., Haaretz, Times of Israel, Jerusalem Post), reports

from established human rights organizations (e.g., Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch,

B’Tselem), academic publications, and official government or parliamentary records where avail-

able. Specific claims from the initial source document were rigorously cross-referenced using

search engines and databases.

• Peace Linguistics Analysis: Applying principles of peace linguistics to analyze the function

and impact of language used. This involves examining word choices, metaphors, framing, and

narrative structures to understand how language might contribute to dehumanization, polarization,

or the justification of violence.

• Ethical NLP Perspective: While direct Natural Language Processing (NLP) computation was

not performed for this iteration (beyond the AI assistance acknowledged), an ethical NLP lens
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informs the analysis. This involves considering the potential real-world impact of automated or

widely disseminated political messaging (like chatbots) and the ethical responsibilities associated

with language propagation in the digital age.

• Comparative Framework Analysis: Evaluating documented rhetoric and actions against estab-

lished international norms, primarily the UDHR, to identify specific points of tension or alleged

violation.

It is crucial to note the date context: this report is finalized on April 23, 2025. While drawing heavily

on verified historical data (primarily up to late 2023), it frames the ongoing relevance of these patterns

within this projected timeframe. Speculative elements regarding developments between late 2023 and

early 2025 are minimized; the focus remains on the documented foundation and its enduring implica-

tions.

2 Dehumanizing Language and Hate Speech

A significant area of concern identified through OSINT analysis involves the use of dehumanizing lan-

guage by prominent Likud figures, particularly directed towards Palestinians. Such language strips

individuals and groups of their human qualities, potentially lowering inhibitions against violence and

discrimination.

2.1 Yoav Gallant: "Human Animals"

In the immediate aftermath of the devastating Hamas attacks on southern Israel on October 7, 2023,

then-Defense Minister Yoav Gallant (Likud) made a statement that garnered widespread international

attention and condemnation. On October 9, 2023, during a situational assessment with IDF soldiers near

the Gaza border, Gallant announced a "complete siege" of the Gaza Strip and stated:

"We are fighting human animals and we are acting accordingly."

This statement was widely reported by global media outlets (Times of Israel, Reuters, Associated Press,

etc.). Analysis: The term "human animals" is a stark example of dehumanizing rhetoric. By likening

an entire population group (implicitly, Palestinians in Gaza, in the context of the siege announcement)

to animals, it erases their humanity, complexity, and individual innocence. Critics, including numerous

human rights organizations and UN officials, argued that such language could be interpreted as justifying

collective punishment and indiscriminate violence against civilians in Gaza during the ensuing military

operations. While framed by Gallant in the context of fighting Hamas militants responsible for atrocities,

its broad nature raised alarms about its potential application to the wider Palestinian population. This

language directly contravenes the spirit and letter of UDHR Article 1 ("All human beings are born free

and equal in dignity and rights"). The use of such rhetoric by a high-ranking minister responsible for

military conduct carries significant weight and potential real-world consequences.
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2.2 Yehiel Hazan: "Worms"

This incident predates Gallant’s statement but illustrates a historical pattern. In June 2004, Yehiel Hazan,

then a Likud Member of Knesset (MK), made derogatory remarks about Arabs during a Knesset session.

As reported by Israeli newspaper Haaretz, Hazan stated:

"The Arabs wish to destroy us... You can find Arabs everywhere like worms. They are like

worms underground."

Analysis: Likening Arabs to "worms" employs a classic dehumanizing trope, portraying the targeted

group as vermin – something to be eradicated or controlled, lacking inherent value. This statement, made

within the Israeli parliament, drew criticism at the time for its blatant racism and contribution to a hostile

political environment for Arab citizens of Israel and Palestinians. While Hazan was a controversial figure

even within Likud, the fact such language was used by an elected MK highlights the presence of extreme

rhetoric within the party’s ecosystem over the years.

2.3 Ariel Kallner: "A Nakba That Will Overshadow the Original"

Following the October 7, 2023 attacks, Likud MK Ariel Kallner posted inflammatory remarks on social

media platform X (formerly Twitter). He called for:

"Right now, one goal: Nakba! A Nakba that will overshadow the Nakba of 48. Nakba in

Gaza and Nakba to anyone who dares to join!"

Analysis: The "Nakba" (Arabic for "Catastrophe") refers to the displacement and dispossession of hun-

dreds of thousands of Palestinians during the 1948 war surrounding Israel’s creation. It is a term laden

with historical trauma for Palestinians. Kallner’s call for a new, larger Nakba targeting Gaza and po-

tential allies was widely interpreted as an open call for mass displacement or ethnic cleansing. This

statement is not merely dehumanizing but actively advocates for actions that could constitute severe vio-

lations of international humanitarian law. Reported by outlets like Middle East Eye and others, Kallner’s

post represents an explicit endorsement of collective punishment and forced displacement, leveraging a

term synonymous with Palestinian national trauma.

2.4 Linguistic Patterns and Impact

These examples are not exhaustive but illustrate recurring patterns:

• Animalization: Comparing human groups to animals ("human animals," "worms") denies their

shared humanity and moral standing.

• Existential Threat Framing: Portraying the target group as an existential threat ("wish to destroy

us") can be used to justify extreme measures.

• Leveraging Trauma: Using terms like "Nakba" offensively signals an intent to inflict maximum

suffering and humiliation, echoing past traumas.

Such language, especially when emanating from figures in positions of power, contributes to a political
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and social climate where discrimination and violence become more permissible. It shapes public per-

ception, influences policy debates, and can have a tangible impact on the lives and safety of the targeted

groups. It stands in direct opposition to principles of equality, dignity, and non-discrimination enshrined

in the UDHR (Articles 1, 2, and 7).

3 Incitement to Violence and Historical Revisionism

Beyond dehumanization, specific incidents and broader cultural trends associated with Likud raise con-

cerns about incitement to violence and the manipulative use of history, particularly Holocaust memory.

3.1 The Itzik Zarka Incident: Abuse of Holocaust Memory

In July 2023, Itzik Zarka, identified in media reports as a prominent Likud activist and close associate

of figures within the party, was filmed engaging in a vitriolic verbal assault against anti-government

protesters. His tirade included racist slurs against Ashkenazi Jews and deeply offensive invocations of

the Holocaust. Reports confirmed he shouted phrases like "I wish another six million would burn" (as

paraphrased/reported, the exact slurs were extremely offensive and specific) and other racist epithets.

Analysis: This incident, reported by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA) and Israeli media, prompted

widespread outrage. Prime Minister Netanyahu publicly condemned the remarks, and reports indicated

Zarka was subsequently distanced or expelled from party activities. The event is significant for several

reasons:

• Extreme Hate Speech: The language used represents a grotesque form of hate speech, targeting

fellow citizens based on ethnicity and trivializing/weaponizing the Holocaust.

• Political Polarization: It occurred during a period of intense national division surrounding the

judicial overhaul, illustrating how political polarization can fuel extreme rhetoric.

• Abuse of History: The invocation of the Holocaust in this manner is a severe form of historical

revisionism and abuse, exploiting collective trauma for political attacks. While the party leader-

ship condemned the remarks, the incident raised questions about the political culture that might

tolerate or embolden such figures.

3.2 Alleged Culture of Militarism and Vengeance

The initial brief asserted that Likud promotes a "culture of militarism and vengeance." This is a broad

claim, harder to pinpoint than specific quotes, but can be analyzed through recurring themes:

• Emphasis on Military Solutions: Likud platforms consistently prioritize military strength and

often frame diplomatic solutions with skepticism. Responses to security threats, particularly from

Gaza, frequently involve large-scale military operations.

• Rhetoric of Retribution: Following attacks against Israelis, official statements often emphasize

retribution and deterrence through force. While self-defense is a recognized right, critics argue

that the accompanying rhetoric sometimes blurs the line into vengeance or collective punishment,

especially when civilian casualties result from retaliatory strikes. For example, language used
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during various Gaza operations over the years has often included terms like "mighty vengeance,"

"crushing force," or promises to make the opposing side "pay a heavy price," which can be inter-

preted as prioritizing retribution over proportionality or civilian protection.

• Settlement Expansion: Likud has historically championed settlement expansion in the West

Bank, considered illegal under international law by most of the international community. This

policy is inherently tied to military control and often involves friction and violence, arguably

fostering a culture where military dominance over occupied territory is normalized.

Analysis: While maintaining a strong defense is a core tenet of Israeli national security consensus,

the specific *framing* and *emphasis* attributed to Likud’s political culture are what draw criticism.

The concern is whether this emphasis tips from legitimate defense into a cycle of violence fueled by

vengeful rhetoric, potentially hindering long-term peace prospects. This requires ongoing analysis of

policy decisions and official communications.

3.3 The 2019 Netanyahu Chatbot Incident

During the September 2019 election campaign, a chatbot operating on Prime Minister Netanyahu’s

official Facebook page disseminated messages targeting Arab voters and parties. One message, widely

reported by international media like The Guardian and regional outlets like The New Arab, stated:

"The Arabs want to destroy us all — women, children and men."

Another warned that a vote for Netanyahu’s opponents would lead to a government reliant on Arab

parties who, the chatbot claimed, "want to annihilate us." Analysis: This incident represents a direct

use of official campaign infrastructure to spread messages characterized as hate speech. Facebook tem-

porarily suspended the chatbot for violating its policies against hate speech. The message employed

fear-mongering and collective accusation, portraying Arab citizens as a monolithic, dangerous entity.

This tactic aimed to mobilize right-wing voters by stoking fear and hostility towards a significant por-

tion of Israel’s own citizenry. It exemplifies incitement by portraying a specific group as an imminent,

genocidal threat, directly undermining social cohesion and democratic principles of equal citizenship.

4 Suppression of Dissent and Undermining Democracy

Concerns have been raised regarding actions associated with Likud-led governments that potentially

suppress dissent, weaken democratic institutions, and discriminate against minority groups.

4.1 The 2023 Judicial Overhaul Initiative

Throughout 2023, the Likud-led coalition government pursued a highly controversial set of legislative

proposals aimed at significantly altering Israel’s judicial system. Key elements included:

• Granting the governing coalition decisive control over the appointment of judges, including Supreme

Court justices.

• Limiting the Supreme Court’s ability to exercise judicial review over legislation, particularly
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through the "reasonableness standard."

• Allowing the Knesset to override Supreme Court decisions with a simple majority.

Analysis: This initiative, spearheaded by Justice Minister Yariv Levin (Likud) with strong backing

from Netanyahu, sparked unprecedented mass protests across Israel for months. Critics, including for-

mer judges, legal experts, security officials, economists, and large segments of the public, argued the

overhaul would dismantle crucial checks and balances, severely weaken judicial independence, under-

mine minority rights protections, and pave the way for an unchecked executive. International bodies

and allies also expressed concern. While proponents framed it as restoring balance between branches

of government, the methods and substance were widely seen as an assault on democratic norms. As of

April 2025, the long-term consequences and potential revival of these controversial reforms remain a

significant factor in Israeli political discourse, highlighting Likud’s willingness to challenge established

democratic safeguards.

4.2 Intimidation of Arab Voters

Beyond the 2019 chatbot incident, other actions have been perceived as attempts to suppress or intimi-

date Arab voters:

• 2019 Polling Station Cameras: In the April 2019 election, Likud activists affiliated with the

party placed cameras in polling stations within Arab communities. Likud claimed the initiative,

run by an external PR firm, was intended to prevent alleged voter fraud. However, Israel’s Central

Elections Committee chairman condemned the action, and critics widely viewed it as a tactic to

intimidate Arab citizens and discourage turnout. (New York Times, Israeli media).

• Legislative Proposals: Over the years, various legislative proposals backed by right-wing coali-

tions including Likud have been criticized as discriminatory towards Arab citizens (e.g., related

to land use, national identity - such as the Nation-State Law of 2018).

Analysis: These actions contribute to a perception that elements within Likud view Arab citizens’ po-

litical participation with suspicion or hostility. Such tactics potentially violate fundamental democratic

principles of free and fair elections and equal citizenship, undermining trust between the state and its

Arab minority.

4.3 Tensions with the Security Establishment

The initial source document referenced a speculative future news report (Guardian, April 21, 2025)

regarding Netanyahu demanding loyalty from the Shin Bet chief. While that specific future claim cannot

be verified, OSINT confirms significant, documented friction between Netanyahu’s government and

the heads of Israel’s security establishment (IDF, Shin Bet, Mossad) during 2023. Analysis: Reports

in major outlets (New York Times, Israeli press) detailed warnings from security chiefs to Netanyahu

regarding the societal divisions and potential negative impacts on military readiness and national security

stemming from the judicial overhaul push. Reservists, including crucial personnel like pilots, threatened

to cease volunteer duty in protest. This public airing of disagreement between the political leadership and
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the professional security echelon was highly unusual. While direct evidence of Netanyahu demanding

personal loyalty or attempting to fire the Shin Bet chief *for the reasons mentioned in the speculative

article* is not publicly confirmed, the underlying tension regarding the government’s direction and its

impact on state institutions is a documented reality. By April 2025, the state of these relationships

remains a critical factor for assessing institutional integrity. Lingering reports of friction over policy and

appointments underscore concerns about the politicization of security bodies.

5 Peace Mission Intelligence: Frameworks and Implications

The documented patterns of rhetoric and action associated with Likud figures require assessment against

established international frameworks and an understanding of their potential real-world consequences.

5.1 Violations of Universal Norms

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) provides a fundamental benchmark. Specific

articles appear particularly relevant:

• Article 1: "All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights." Dehumanizing lan-

guage ("human animals," "worms") directly contradicts this principle.

• Article 2: "Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without

distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,

national or social origin, property, birth or other status." Rhetoric and actions targeting Palestinians

or Arab citizens based on their national or ethnic identity raise concerns under this article.

• Article 7: "All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal

protection of the law." Actions potentially intimidating Arab voters or legislative efforts seen as

discriminatory challenge this principle. Efforts to undermine judicial independence also impact

the guarantee of equal protection.

• Article 19: "Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression..." While broad, con-

cerns about suppressing dissent touch upon the climate for free expression.

• Preamble & Spirit: The UDHR’s overarching goal is to promote "peace and justice in the world."

Rhetoric that incites hatred, dehumanizes others, or advocates for mass displacement fundamen-

tally undermines this goal.

While the "Universal Declaration of Peace (UDP)" and "Universal Organic Rights (UDOR)" mentioned

in the original document appear to be specific conceptual frameworks perhaps developed by the author,

their core tenets—the right to live without threat and in dignity, protection from hate speech, promo-

tion of peace, community peacebuilding—resonate strongly with the principles of the UDHR, the UN

Charter, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), and the Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD). The verified Likud-associated actions con-

flict with these widely accepted underlying principles.
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5.2 The Concept of Peace Intelligence

The framing of this report as "Peace Intelligence" suggests an approach focused on identifying and an-

alyzing factors that hinder peace and promote conflict. This involves monitoring not just overt military

actions but also the political, social, and linguistic drivers of conflict. Dehumanizing language, incite-

ment, and the erosion of democratic norms are critical data points in this context, as they shape the

environment in which violence becomes more likely and peacebuilding efforts are undermined.

5.3 Tangible Implications

The patterns outlined in this report have significant potential implications:

• Fueling Conflict: Dehumanization and incitement can lower barriers to violence, contributing

to cycles of attacks and retaliation. Rhetoric advocating for actions like a "new Nakba" directly

inflames tensions.

• Eroding Democracy within Israel: Weakening judicial independence, intimidating minority vot-

ers, and potentially politicizing security institutions can damage Israel’s democratic foundations.

• Harming Social Cohesion: Hate speech and discriminatory actions deepen divisions between

Jewish and Arab citizens within Israel.

• Damaging International Standing: Actions and rhetoric conflicting with international law and

human rights norms can lead to diplomatic isolation, criticism from allies, and potential actions

by international bodies (e.g., investigations by the International Criminal Court (ICC) or censure

by UN bodies).

• Obstructing Peace Processes: A political climate dominated by maximalist positions, dehu-

manizing rhetoric, and disregard for international law makes negotiated solutions to the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict exceptionally difficult.

6 Recommendations to the Global Public

Based on the analysis of publicly available intelligence, the following recommendations are directed

towards global citizens, policymakers, diplomats, educators, and activists seeking to promote peace,

human rights, and accountability:

• Educate Yourself Critically: Move beyond simplified or sanitized media narratives. Actively

seek out diverse and credible sources, including reports from UN agencies, established interna-

tional and Israeli/Palestinian human rights organizations (e.g., Amnesty, HRW, B’Tselem, Yesh

Din), academic research, and reputable investigative journalism from multiple perspectives. Track

specific statements, legislative proposals, and policy decisions attributed to Likud and its leaders.

Understand the historical context, including the Nakba and the Occupation.

• Support and Practice Peace Journalism: When sharing information, prioritize accuracy, con-

text, and complexity over sensationalism. Avoid language that mirrors or amplifies hate speech,
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dehumanization, or collective blame. Focus on underlying causes, peace initiatives, and human

stories that bridge divides, rather than solely on conflict and violence narratives. Advocate for

media outlets to adhere to these principles.

• Challenge Hate Speech and Dehumanization: Actively condemn and report instances of hate

speech and dehumanizing rhetoric by political figures, regardless of their origin. Utilize social

media reporting tools, write letters to editors and representatives, and support organizations that

monitor and challenge hate speech. Do not become desensitized to extreme language; recognize

its potential impact.

• Pressure Global Institutions and Governments: Urge your government, the United Nations

(including the Security Council, General Assembly, and Human Rights Council), the European

Union, and other international bodies to consistently uphold international law and human rights

standards. Call for accountability for documented violations, including potentially supporting

investigations by the International Criminal Court (ICC) where applicable. Advocate for diplo-

matic pressure that demands adherence to democratic norms and cessation of rhetoric/actions that

undermine peace.

• Uplift and Fund Nonviolent Movements: Identify, amplify, and provide financial or logistical

support to grassroots peace initiatives within both Israeli and Palestinian societies. This includes

organizations promoting dialogue, joint community projects, human rights advocacy, nonviolent

resistance against occupation policies, interfaith cooperation, and education for peace. Strength-

ening these local actors is crucial for building a foundation for sustainable peace from the ground

up.

7 Conclusion: Which Side of History?

This report has synthesized and analyzed open-source intelligence concerning patterns of dehumanizing

rhetoric, incitement, historical revisionism, and actions undermining democratic norms associated with

influential elements within Israel’s Likud Party. The evidence, drawn from verifiable public sources,

points towards a significant disconnect between these documented behaviors and the universally aspired

principles of human dignity, equality, non-violence, and democratic accountability enshrined in interna-

tional declarations like the UDHR.

The statements referring to human beings as "animals" or "worms," the calls for actions resonant with

ethnic cleansing, the weaponization of Holocaust memory, the use of official channels to spread hate

speech, and the concerted efforts to weaken judicial independence are not isolated anomalies. They rep-

resent data points indicating a political trajectory that warrants profound concern from the international

community and citizens worldwide committed to peace and human rights.

This analysis is not an indictment of an entire nation or political group, but a focused examination of

specific, documented actions and rhetoric emanating from positions of power. It argues that such behav-

iors are fundamentally incompatible with the foundations required for sustainable peace, mutual respect,

and coexistence. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict cannot be resolved through brute force, dehumaniza-
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tion, or the dismantling of democratic safeguards. Sustainable solutions demand empathetic dialogue,

acknowledgment of historical grievances and traumas on all sides, adherence to international law, and

inclusive governance rooted in equality and justice.

The future will inevitably judge the actions taken—and the silences kept—during times of intense con-

flict and political polarization. This report serves as a call to global citizens, policymakers, and insti-

tutions to engage with the situation in Israel and Palestine based on verified information and ethical

principles. It is a call to reject rhetoric that divides and dehumanizes, to support mechanisms of account-

ability, and to actively foster conditions for a just and lasting peace. The choice of which side of history

to stand on—the side of universal human rights and dignity, or the side of division and disregard for

established norms—remains urgent. History is watching.
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