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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & KEY JUDGMENTS 

The Bottom Line: Vladimir Putin has successfully operationalized transphobia and 
anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric not merely as a domestic social policy, but as a primary casus belli for the 
invasion of Ukraine and broader conflict with "The West." 
Key Judgments: 

1.​ The "West" as a Strawman: Putin defines "The West" not as a geographic or political 
entity, but as a spiritual pathogen. This allows him to categorize any nation opposing 
Russian expansionism—specifically Ukraine—as "infected" and thus a legitimate target 
for "cleansing." 

2.​ Existential Reframing: By framing the existence of transgender people as an existential 
threat to the "Russian Soul" and "future generations," Putin elevates a territorial conquest 
(Ukraine) into a Holy War (Svyaschennaya Voyna). This bypasses rational cost-benefit 
analysis of the war’s economic impact for his domestic audience. 

3.​ The "Satanism" Pivot: In his September 2022 annexation speech, Putin explicitly 
equated Western gender norms with "pure Satanism," thereby positioning the Russian 
Armed Forces as the sole defenders of God and nature. 

4.​ Strategic Cynicism: This rhetoric is a calculated psychological operation (PSYOP) 
designed to exploit conservative anxieties globally, creating a "Fifth Column" of sympathy 
within Western nations among far-right and traditionalist groups who might otherwise 
oppose Russian aggression. 

II. SCOPE & INTELLIGENCE REQUIREMENTS 

Scope: This report analyzes open-source intelligence (OSINT) regarding Vladimir Putin's 
rhetoric from 2021-2025, specifically focusing on the intersection of anti-transgender 
propaganda and military justification. 
Intelligence Requirements (IRs): 

1.​ How is "The West" defined in this specific propaganda narrative? 
2.​ What are the specific Russian phrases used to dehumanize transgender individuals? 
3.​ How does this rhetoric materially support the war effort in Ukraine? 

III. TARGET PROFILE: VLADIMIR VLADIMIROVICH PUTIN 

●​ Role: President of the Russian Federation. 
●​ Ideological Shift: Transitioned from a pragmatist autocrat (2000-2012) to a messianic 

ethno-nationalist (2012-Present). 
●​ Psychological Driver: Obsession with "Sovereignty" defined as total immunity from 

outside influence—cultural, legal, or spiritual. He views "Western values" (specifically 
individual bodily autonomy) as a breach of state sovereignty. 

●​ Modus Operandi: "Mirror Politics" – Accusing enemies of what he is doing (e.g., 



accusing the West of dictatorship while running a police state). 

IV. ANALYSIS OF "THE WEST" (THE UNDEFINED ENEMY) 

The Construct: In Putin's worldview, "The West" (Zapad) is not a collection of democracies like 
France, Germany, or the US. It is a parasitic elite entity. 

●​ Who represents it? According to Putin, it is the "Anglo-Saxons" (US/UK intelligence and 
military complex) and "Globalist Elites" who have hijacked European governments. 

●​ Who defends it? In reality, "The West" is defended by NATO, the EU, and G7. In Putin's 
narrative, it is defended by "traitors" and "satanists" who hate their own people. 

●​ The Contradiction: Putin claims the West is "weak and decadent" (due to 
diversity/gender rights) yet simultaneously "omnipotent and dangerous" (capable of 
destroying Russia). This is classic fascist rhetoric: the enemy is both weak and strong. 

V. DIRECT QUOTES & TRANSLATION ANALYSIS 

This section provides the "smoking gun" evidence of how gender rhetoric is weaponized. 

1. The "Satanism" Justification (Annexation Speech) 

Date: September 30, 2022 Context: Speech declaring the annexation of four Ukrainian regions. 
English: "Do we really want, here, in our country, in Russia, instead of 'mum' and 'dad', to have 
'parent number one', 'parent number two', 'parent number three'? Have they gone completely 
insane? ... Do we want children from elementary school to be imposed with things that lead to 
degradation and extinction? ... To be taught that there are other genders besides men and 
women, and to be offered sex change operations? ... This is a complete denial of man, the 
overthrow of faith and traditional values. Indeed, the suppression of freedom itself has taken on 
the features of a religion: outright Satanism." 
Russian (Original): "Разве мы хотим, чтобы у нас, здесь, в нашей стране, в России, вместо 
мамы и папы был «родитель номер один», «номер два», «номер три»? Совсем спятили 
уже? ... Разве мы хотим, чтобы в наших школах с начальных классов детям навязывали 
извращения, которые ведут к деградации и вымиранию? ... Чтобы им вдалбливали, что 
кроме женщин и мужчин существуют ещё некие гендеры, и предлагали сделать операцию 
по смене пола? ... Это полное отрицание человека, ниспровержение веры и традиционных 
ценностей, подавление свободы приобретает черты религии: наоборот, чистый 
сатанизм." 
Analysis: He links "parent number 1" (a bureaucratic term) directly to "extinction" and 
"Satanism." The war in Ukraine is thus framed as an exorcism. 

2. The "Gender-Neutral God" (State of the Nation) 

Date: February 21, 2023 Context: Justifying suspension of the New START nuclear treaty. 
English: "Look at what they do to their own people: the destruction of the family, cultural and 
national identity, perversion, and the abuse of children are declared the norm... The Anglican 
Church is considering the idea of a gender-neutral God... They don't know what they are doing." 
Russian (Original): "Посмотрите, что они делают со своими собственными народами: 
разрушение семьи, культурной и национальной идентичности, извращения, 
издевательства над детьми объявляются нормой... Англиканская церковь планирует 



рассмотреть идею гендерно-нейтрального Бога... Не ведают, что творят." 
Analysis: By mocking a theological debate in the UK, Putin signals to the Russian Orthodox 
base that the West has literally killed God, making nuclear escalation a "holy" necessity if 
required. 

3. The "Monstrous Experiments" (Valdai Club) 

Date: October 2021 Context: Pre-invasion philosophical signaling. 
English: "It is nothing other than a crime against humanity when children are taught from a 
young age that a boy can easily become a girl... monstrous things when they break children’s 
lives." 
Russian (Original): "Это не что иное, как преступление против человечности, когда детей 
с малолетства учат, что мальчик может легко стать девочкой... чудовищные вещи, когда 
ломают жизнь детям." 

VI. METHODOLOGY OF THE PSYOP 

1. The "Golden Billion" Conspiracy: Putin argues that the "Golden Billion" (wealthy 
Westerners) promote transgender rights to induce sterility and reduce the global population, 
thereby hoarding resources. This conspiracy theory connects transphobia to anti-colonialism, 
appealing to the Global South. 
2. Visual Propaganda (Digital Footprint): 

●​ Rybar & Grey Zone (Telegram): Pro-war channels frequently post memes juxtaposing 
"manly" Russian soldiers with "weak" Western non-binary soldiers, captioning them "We 
fight for this vs. They fight for that." 

●​ State TV (Rossiya-1): Propagandists like Vladimir Solovyov refer to Ukrainians as 
"LGBT-instructors" or "Sodomites." 

VII. ANALYTIC JUDGMENTS & BRUTAL HONESTY 

The Truth: Putin does not care about family values. He is a divorced man who hides his own 
children and mistresses. This rhetoric is a tool, not a belief system. 

●​ Why Trans People? They are a vulnerable minority (0.5-1% of the population). They are 
an easy scapegoat because most Russians have never met one. It is cheap, effective 
populism. 

●​ The "West" Fallacy: "The West" is not attacking Russian families. The West is buying 
Russian gas (until recently) and selling Russia luxury goods. Putin created the "West as 
Enemy" because he needed an external threat to justify his eternal rule. 

●​ The Trap: Putin is lying to himself if he thinks this "Holy War" narrative will sustain a long 
war. While it works on the older generation (Homo Sovieticus), the younger generation, 
even in Russia, sees the absurdity of bombing Kharkiv to stop "Parent Number 1." 

VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS & MITIGATION 

For Western Policymakers: 
1.​ Don't Take the Bait: Do not engage in theological debates with Putin. Ignore the 

"Satanism" claims. Focus on the war crimes (Bucha, Mariupol). 
2.​ Define "The West": Stop letting Putin define you. "The West" is not a moral hegemon; it 



is a coalition of law-abiding states protecting sovereignty. Rebrand the alliance as the 
"Coalition for Sovereign Integrity." 

3.​ Support Russian LGBTQ+ Voices: They are the ultimate counter-intelligence asset. 
Their existence proves Putin's "monolith" is a lie. 
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Putin attacks Church of England for considering gender-neutral God 
 
This video is relevant because it captures the specific moment in Putin's 2023 State of the 
Nation address where he mocks the Church of England, directly illustrating the "Gender Neutral 
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God" rhetoric analyzed in the report. 
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