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1 Executive Summary

Bohemian Grove is a private, 2,700-acre campground in Monte Rio, California, owned by the
exclusive Bohemian Club. Since its inception in the late 19th century, it has served as the
annual summer retreat for influential figures from politics, business, arts, and media. This
report provides a comprehensive OSINT analysis—covering historical context, activities,
membership, public perception, and security measures—and aligns with the Intelligence
Community (IC) OSINT Strategy 2024-2026 by recommending ongoing monitoring and

nuanced narrative analysis.

2 Introduction

Bohemian Grove’s mystique stems from its longstanding history, secretive rituals, and the
concentration of elite power within its confines. Although subject to various conspiracy the-
ories, publicly available and verifiable information confirms that the Grove serves primarily
as a recreational and networking retreat. This analysis, derived from reputable sources,
respects privacy and adheres to ethical OSINT standards.

3 Detailed Analysis

3.1 Overview and History

Bohemian Grove, located in Monte Rio, California, covers 2,700 acres. Originally used by
the Bohemian Club—a group founded in 1872 by journalists and later expanded to include
artists and business leaders—the Grove has evolved into an exclusive annual encampment.
Historical accounts describe its gradual expansion, from rented plots in the late 19th century
to full ownership in 1899 [BG [BC].

3.2 Activities and Rituals

Key activities at the Grove include:

e Cremation of Care: A theatrical ritual, first performed in 1881, in which an effigy
symbolizing worldly burdens is ceremonially incinerated before the Owl Shrine. This
ritual symbolizes the shedding of daily concerns [CC].

e Grove Play: An annual, large-scale musical and theatrical production performed by
club members, with elaborate sets and choreography. The Grove Play tradition began
in 1902 and is well documented [LGP].



3.3 Membership and Public Perception

Membership in the Bohemian Club is by invitation only and includes numerous high-profile
individuals, such as former U.S. presidents, CEOs, and senior military officials. Public
criticism focuses on the exclusivity and secrecy of the club, which has in turn fueled a
variety of conspiracy theories. Analytical studies have highlighted the role of the Grove in
fostering social cohesion among the elite [WRA].

3.4 Security and Infiltration

The Grove is secured by high-level measures including restricted access, perimeter controls,
and a strict no-media policy. Despite these protocols, several high-profile infiltrations have
been reported—most notably by journalists from Mother Jones, Spy, and by figures like Alex
Jones [BGl BC].

3.5 Relevance to National Security and OSINT Strategy Alignment

Although the Grove is primarily a recreational retreat, the informal power networks present
during the encampments are of interest for national security analysis. Understanding these
gatherings contributes to a broader picture of how elite groups form and influence policy dis-
cussions. This methodology aligns with the IC OSINT Strategy 2024-2026, which emphasizes
ethical data collection, source verification, and integration of open-source intelligence into
all-source analysis [ICOSINT, [EG].

3.6 Recommendations

Based on the findings:

e Ongoing Monitoring: Continue passive monitoring of media and social platforms
for credible shifts in public narrative regarding elite gatherings.

e OSINT Training: Use Bohemian Grove as a case study for distinguishing verified
intelligence from speculative narratives.

e Transparency Initiatives: Promote greater transparency in elite networking and its
societal impacts.

4 Conclusion

Bohemian Grove remains a focal point of intrigue due to its unique blend of cultural, social,
and political significance. This report clarifies many misconceptions by relying on verified



public sources and demonstrates how OSINT methods can illuminate informal power net-

works. The analysis supports informed discussions about elite influence, consistent with the
IC OSINT Strategy 2024-2026.

5 References

References

[BG] Bohemian Grove. Wikipedia (English). Available: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Bohemian_Grove. Accessed: February 22, 2025.

[BC| Bohemian Club. Wikipedia (English). Available: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Bohemian_Club. Accessed: February 22, 2025.

[CC] Cremation of Care. Wikipedia. Available: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Cremation_of_Care. Accessed: February 22, 2025.

[LGP] List of Grove Plays. Wikipedia. Available: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_
of _Grove_Plays. Accessed: February 22, 2025.

[ICOSINT]| IC OSINT Strategy Rollout. CIA.gov. Available: https://www.cia.gov/
stories/story/ic-osint-strategy-rollout/. Accessed: February 22, 2025.

[EG] New  Strategy to Guide Intelligence Community OSINT  Collection,
Use. Executive Gow. Available: https://executivegov.com/2024/03/

new-strategy-to-guide-intelligence-community-osint-collection-use/|
Accessed: February 22, 2025.

[WRA| Social Cohesion & the Bohemian Grove: The Power Elite at Summer Camp. Who
Rules America?. Available: https://whorulesamerica.ucsc.edu/power/bohemian_
grove.html. Accessed: February 22, 2025.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohemian_Grove
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohemian_Grove
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohemian_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohemian_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cremation_of_Care
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cremation_of_Care
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Grove_Plays
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Grove_Plays
https://www.cia.gov/stories/story/ic-osint-strategy-rollout/
https://www.cia.gov/stories/story/ic-osint-strategy-rollout/
https://executivegov.com/2024/03/new-strategy-to-guide-intelligence-community-osint-collection-use/
https://executivegov.com/2024/03/new-strategy-to-guide-intelligence-community-osint-collection-use/
https://whorulesamerica.ucsc.edu/power/bohemian_grove.html
https://whorulesamerica.ucsc.edu/power/bohemian_grove.html

	Executive Summary
	Introduction
	Detailed Analysis
	Overview and History
	Activities and Rituals
	Membership and Public Perception
	Security and Infiltration
	Relevance to National Security and OSINT Strategy Alignment
	Recommendations

	Conclusion
	References

