
### OSINT Report on the Real Threat of Neo-Nazism in 2024

#### Overview

Neo-Nazism continues to pose a significant threat globally in 2024. Despite legal
frameworks and societal opposition, neo-Nazi groups are becoming more
sophisticated in their operations, often exploiting loopholes in legislation and
leveraging online platforms to spread their ideology and organize activities.

#### Neo-Nazi Activity and Organization

Neo-Nazi groups have shown resilience and adaptability, maintaining a presence
through marches, rallies, and online forums. For example, in Europe, annual
marches continue despite bans and laws against Holocaust denial. These events,
which glorify Nazi war criminals and propagate antisemitism, racism, and
xenophobia, draw participants from across the continent. In Hungary, the "Day of
Honor" march saw thousands of neo-Nazis gather, with incidents of violence
reported against minority groups [oai_citation:1,Neo-Nazis marching on the streets in
European cities despite EU
bans](https://www.brusselstimes.com/427922/neo-nazis-marching-on-the-streets-in-
european-cities-despite-eu-bans) .

In North America, neo-Nazi activities are similarly persistent. The rise of white
supremacist ideologies has been fueled by online platforms that facilitate recruitment
and dissemination of hate speech. The FBI has identified domestic terrorism,
including neo-Nazism, as a top threat, noting the increasing number of hate crimes
and violent incidents linked to these groups [oai_citation:2,Domestic Terrorism Bill
Targets White Supremacists, Neo-Nazis | Center for a New American Security
(en-US)](https://www.cnas.org/press/in-the-news/domestic-terrorism-bill-targets-whit
e-supremacists-neo-nazis).

#### Legal and Societal Challenges

Enforcement of existing laws against neo-Nazi activities is inconsistent. In many
European countries, marches and rallies are banned but often proceed due to legal
loopholes or lax enforcement. For instance, Spain allowed a neo-Nazi march to go
ahead in 2023 despite previous bans, citing freedom of expression
[oai_citation:3,Neo-Nazis marching on the streets in European cities despite EU
bans](https://www.brusselstimes.com/427922/neo-nazis-marching-on-the-streets-in-
european-cities-despite-eu-bans). Similarly, Sweden has struggled to ban the Nordic
Resistance Movement, a neo-Nazi group, while Finland has successfully outlawed it
[oai_citation:4,Neo-Nazis marching on the streets in European cities despite EU
bans](https://www.brusselstimes.com/427922/neo-nazis-marching-on-the-streets-in-
european-cities-despite-eu-bans).



#### Online Radicalization

The internet remains a critical tool for neo-Nazi groups, enabling them to spread
propaganda, recruit members, and organize events. Platforms such as social media
and encrypted messaging apps are commonly used to evade detection by
authorities. The pandemic exacerbated this trend, with an increase in antisemitic
conspiracy theories and hate speech online [oai_citation:5,Neo-Nazis marching on
the streets in European cities despite EU
bans](https://www.brusselstimes.com/427922/neo-nazis-marching-on-the-streets-in-
european-cities-despite-eu-bans) .

#### Countermeasures and Recommendations

1. **Enhanced Law Enforcement**: Authorities need to consistently enforce existing
laws against hate speech and neo-Nazi activities. This includes closing legal
loopholes that allow these groups to operate under the guise of free speech.

2. **Online Monitoring**: Governments and tech companies must collaborate to
monitor and curb the spread of neo-Nazi ideologies online. This involves stricter
regulation of social media platforms and proactive removal of extremist content.

3. **Public Awareness and Education**: Increasing public awareness about the
dangers of neo-Nazism and promoting tolerance and diversity can help counteract
the appeal of these ideologies. Educational programs should focus on debunking
myths propagated by neo-Nazis and promoting critical thinking.

4. **Support for Civil Society**: Civil society organizations play a crucial role in
countering neo-Nazism through advocacy, education, and direct action. Supporting
these groups can enhance community resilience against hate groups.

#### Conclusion

Neo-Nazism remains a persistent and evolving threat in 2024. While legal
frameworks exist to combat these groups, enforcement is inconsistent, and the
internet has become a powerful tool for spreading their message. Comprehensive
strategies involving law enforcement, online regulation, public education, and civil
society support are essential to effectively counter this threat and protect democratic
values and human rights.
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