
OSINT Report on Hamas

1. Executive Summary

This report provides an in-depth analysis of Hamas, covering its historical context, 
key figures, recent activities, media presence, financial status, technological 
capabilities, geopolitical implications, and threat assessment. The objective is to 
furnish intelligence agencies with precise and comprehensive information derived 
from credible open-source data.

2. Background Information

Historical Context

Hamas (Harakat al-Muqawama al-Islamiya) was founded in 1987 during the First 
Intifada as an offshoot of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood. It emerged as a 
significant force in Palestinian politics and militant activities, advocating for the 
liberation of Palestine and the establishment of an Islamic state. In 2006, Hamas 
won the Palestinian legislative elections, leading to a power struggle with Fatah and 
the eventual takeover of the Gaza Strip in 2007.

Current Status

Hamas controls the Gaza Strip, governing approximately 2 million people under its 
administration. It operates both as a political entity and an armed militant 
organization. Hamas is designated as a terrorist organization by several countries, 
including the United States, Israel, the European Union, and others, due to its 
involvement in numerous violent attacks against Israeli civilians and military targets.

3. Key Players

Political Leadership

• Ismail Haniyeh: Head of the Hamas Political Bureau, influential in 
shaping the group’s political strategies and policies.

• Yahya Sinwar: Gaza-based Hamas leader, known for his hardline 
stance and operational command within Gaza.

Military Wing (Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades)

• Mohammed Deif: Military commander of the Qassam Brigades, 
involved in planning and executing military operations against Israel.

• Marwan Issa: Deputy commander, responsible for coordinating military 
activities and logistics.



4. Activities and Operations

Recent Activities

• Rocket Attacks: Regularly launches rockets into Israeli territory, 
causing casualties and damage.

• Tunnel Construction: Develops an extensive network of tunnels for 
smuggling, movement of fighters, and launching attacks.

• Violent Clashes: Engages in periodic violent clashes with Israeli 
Defense Forces (IDF), often during protests and border confrontations.

Significant Operations

• Operation Protective Edge (2014): A 50-day conflict with Israel, 
resulting in significant casualties and destruction in Gaza.

• Great March of Return (2018-2019): A series of border protests leading 
to violent confrontations and numerous casualties.

5. Communication and Media

Traditional Media

Hamas operates various media outlets, including:

• Al-Aqsa TV: Broadcasts propaganda, news, and educational content 
promoting Hamas’s ideology.

• Al-Risala: A newspaper disseminating the group’s viewpoints and news 
updates.

Social Media Presence

Hamas uses platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and Telegram to spread its messages, 
recruit supporters, and coordinate activities. These accounts are frequently 
suspended due to their content.

6. Financial Overview

Funding Sources

• External Support: Receives financial aid from state and non-state 
actors, including Iran and private donations from sympathizers worldwide.

• Taxation and Fees: Imposes taxes and fees within Gaza to generate 
revenue.



• Smuggling and Illicit Trade: Engages in smuggling goods through 
tunnels and other illicit trade activities.

Financial Transactions

Hamas uses complex networks to move funds, often involving money transfer 
services and cryptocurrencies to avoid detection and sanctions.

7. Technological Capabilities

Military Technology

• Rocket Manufacturing: Produces various types of rockets and mortars, 
including the Qassam rockets and more sophisticated models like the M-75.

• Drone Development: Has developed and deployed drones for 
reconnaissance and offensive operations.

Cyber Capabilities

Hamas has invested in cyber warfare capabilities, conducting cyber attacks and 
espionage activities against Israeli targets.

8. Geopolitical Implications

Regional Impact

• Israel-Gaza Conflict: Continuous conflict with Israel affects regional 
stability and security.

• Palestinian Politics: Hamas’s rivalry with Fatah contributes to the 
division within Palestinian politics, complicating peace efforts.

International Relations

• Support and Condemnation: Hamas receives support from countries 
like Iran and Qatar, while facing condemnation and sanctions from Western nations 
and regional adversaries.

9. Threat Assessment

Internal Threats

• Gaza Governance: Challenges in governing Gaza, including economic 
hardships and public dissatisfaction, could lead to internal instability.



• Factional Disputes: Potential conflicts with other militant factions within 
Gaza.

External Threats

• Israeli Military Actions: Continuous threat of military operations by 
Israel in response to Hamas’s activities.

• International Sanctions: Economic and political isolation due to its 
terrorist designation and actions.

10. Sources
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2. Amnesty International: Publications on human rights conditions in Gaza 
and activities of militant groups.
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military and political strategies.
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on Hamas.

5. International Crisis Group (ICG): Reports on political and security 
developments involving Hamas.

6. Middle East Institute (MEI): Research papers and policy analyses on 
Hamas and regional geopolitics.

7. Al Jazeera: News outlet providing coverage and analysis of Hamas and 
the Gaza situation.

8. Reuters: News agency reporting on significant events and 
developments related to Hamas.
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Hamas activities.

10. Brookings Institution: Research and policy papers on Hamas and the 
broader Middle Eastern conflict.


