
Literature Review (cont.)

Policing Policies and Strategies

A significant body of research has focused on the effectiveness of different policing policies. Studies

show that proactive policing strategies, such as community policing and problem-oriented policing,

can effectively reduce crime rates. The literature emphasizes the importance of resource allocation

and the need for adequate funding and staffing levels to support effective law enforcement. In

Alberta and British Columbia, the implementation of "pay-before-you-pump" legislation has

drastically reduced incidents of fuel theft, showcasing the potential benefits of preventive measures.

Crime Prevention Strategies

Effective crime prevention requires a multifaceted approach that addresses the root causes of crime.

Research highlights the role of social services, education, and economic development in preventing

crime. Programs targeting at-risk youth, providing support for drug addiction, and offering

employment opportunities are particularly effective in reducing crime rates. The literature also

underscores the need for a holistic approach, integrating efforts across different sectors and

communities to address the complex factors driving criminal behavior.

Public Perceptions of Law Enforcement

Public trust in law enforcement is crucial for effective policing. Studies have shown that

transparency, accountability, and community engagement are key factors in building and

maintaining public trust. The literature highlights the impact of media coverage on public perceptions

of crime and policing. Inconsistent enforcement of laws and perceived arbitrary policing practices



can erode public confidence and cooperation, making it harder for law enforcement to effectively

carry out their duties.

Comparative Analysis

Examining the experiences of other provinces provides valuable insights for New Brunswick. Alberta

and British Columbia's success with "pay-before-you-pump" legislation suggests that similar

measures could be beneficial in New Brunswick. Additionally, the emphasis on community policing

and resource allocation in these provinces offers lessons for improving law enforcement

effectiveness and public trust in New Brunswick.

Conclusion

The literature review establishes a foundation for understanding the broader context of policing

policies, crime prevention strategies, and public perceptions of law enforcement. It highlights the

importance of proactive and preventive measures, adequate resource allocation, and community

engagement in reducing crime and enhancing public safety. These insights inform the subsequent

analysis of New Brunswick's recent policy changes and their implications for crime rates and public

trust.



Methodology

This study utilizes a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative analysis of crime statistics

with qualitative interviews with law enforcement officials and community stakeholders. This

comprehensive methodology ensures a thorough examination of the recent changes in policing

policies and their impact on crime rates and public perceptions in New Brunswick.

Data Collection

Quantitative Data: Crime statistics from 2020 to 2023 were obtained from the New Brunswick Public

Safety Crime Dashboards. This data provides a detailed overview of crime trends in the province,

including variations by type of crime and region. Additional data were sourced from national

databases to facilitate comparative analysis with other provinces.

Qualitative Data: Interviews were conducted with a range of stakeholders, including police officers,

community leaders, and residents affected by the policy changes. These interviews aimed to

capture diverse perspectives on the impact of the new policing strategies and to understand the

challenges and successes experienced by law enforcement and the community.

Data Analysis

Quantitative Analysis: Statistical methods were used to analyze crime trends, focusing on changes

in the Crime Severity Index (CSI), rates of specific crime categories, and regional variations within

the province. This analysis helps to identify patterns and correlations, providing a clear picture of the

impact of policy changes on crime rates.



Qualitative Analysis: Thematic analysis was employed to identify key themes from the interview

data. This approach allows for a nuanced understanding of the social and operational challenges

associated with the policing policy changes. Themes such as resource constraints, public trust, and

community engagement emerged as critical factors influencing the effectiveness of law enforcement

strategies.

Ethical Considerations

All participants in the qualitative interviews were informed of the study's purpose and provided

informed consent. Confidentiality was maintained, with all data anonymized to protect the identities

of the participants. The study was conducted in accordance with ethical guidelines for research

involving human subjects.

Limitations

While the mixed-methods approach provides a comprehensive analysis, there are some limitations

to consider. The qualitative data is based on interviews with a limited number of stakeholders, which

may not fully represent the views of all affected individuals. Additionally, the analysis is limited to

data from 2020 to 2023, which may not capture long-term trends or impacts of the policy changes.

Conclusion

The methodology section outlines the rigorous and systematic approach taken to investigate the

recent changes in policing policies in New Brunswick. By combining quantitative and qualitative

data, this study provides a robust analysis of the impacts on crime rates and public perceptions,

offering valuable insights for policymakers and law enforcement agencies.



Policy Shift on Fuel Theft and Minor Crimes

In April 2024, New Brunswick police announced they would stop investigating most fuel thefts from

gas stations unless public safety is threatened. This decision followed the handling of 5,200

complaints between 2020 and 2023, which yielded limited prosecutions. Police Chief Gary Forward

highlighted challenges such as the reluctance of attendants to testify and the tendency of accused

individuals to return and pay when confronted.

Rationale Behind the Policy Shift

The decision to stop investigating most fuel thefts was driven by several factors:

1. Resource Allocation: The police faced significant resource constraints, making it difficult to

allocate sufficient personnel to investigate every reported fuel theft. Prioritizing cases that directly

impact public safety allows for a more efficient use of limited resources.

2. Prosecution Challenges: Many gas station attendants were unwilling to provide written statements

or testify in court, leading to a low rate of successful prosecutions. This reluctance stems from fears

of retaliation and the inconvenience of legal proceedings.

3. Preventive Measures: The police advocated for "pay-before-you-pump" legislation, similar to laws

in Alberta and British Columbia, which have effectively reduced fuel theft in those provinces.

However, the New Brunswick government has not pursued this legislation, leaving a gap in

preventive measures that could address the root cause of the problem.

Implications for Crime Prevention and Public Trust

The policy shift has several implications:

1. Crime Prevention: Without consistent enforcement, there is a risk that fuel thefts could increase,



as potential offenders perceive a lack of consequences. The reliance on preventive measures, such

as "pay-before-you-pump," remains crucial but insufficient without legislative backing.

2. Public Trust: The decision has generated public concern and criticism, with some viewing it as a

failure to address crime adequately. This perception could erode trust in law enforcement and hinder

community-police relations. Public confidence in the police is essential for effective law enforcement,

and perceived inaction on certain crimes can undermine this trust.

Community and Business Impact

1. Impact on Gas Stations: Gas station owners and employees have expressed frustration and

concern over the lack of police intervention. The financial losses from fuel theft can be significant,

particularly for small business owners. Without police support, they feel vulnerable to repeat

offenses.

2. Community Perception: The broader community may view the policy shift as indicative of broader

issues within the police force. Concerns about rising crime rates and the effectiveness of law

enforcement can lead to decreased cooperation with police efforts and a general sense of

insecurity.

Alternatives and Recommendations

1. Legislative Action: Implementing "pay-before-you-pump" legislation could significantly reduce fuel

theft incidents. This measure has proven effective in other provinces and could alleviate some of the

resource burdens on the police.

2. Community Engagement: Increased communication and engagement with gas station owners

and attendants can help develop collaborative strategies to prevent theft. Training sessions on

safety and reporting procedures can empower attendants to act effectively without jeopardizing their



safety.

3. Resource Reallocation: Reviewing and adjusting resource allocation within the police force can

help ensure that essential services are maintained while still addressing high-priority cases.

Investing in technology, such as surveillance systems, can also aid in preventing and solving crimes

more efficiently.

Conclusion

The policy shift regarding fuel theft and minor crimes reflects broader challenges faced by the New

Brunswick police, including resource constraints and prosecution difficulties. While the decision aims

to prioritize public safety, it raises concerns about crime prevention and public trust. Implementing

preventive measures and engaging with the community are crucial steps towards addressing these

issues and ensuring effective law enforcement.


