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Abstract

This book investigates the recent policy changes in policing in New Brunswick, focusing on the

cessation of investigations into most fuel thefts and the inconsistent enforcement of laws regarding

license plate covers. It examines broader crime trends in the province, highlighting the decrease in

overall crime rates despite challenges in specific areas such as non-violent and drug-related

offenses. The book explores the operational and social factors contributing to public perception of

police ineffectiveness. Through a detailed analysis of historical, cultural, and economic contexts, this

study provides a comprehensive understanding of New Brunswick's unique challenges in

maintaining law and order. Recommendations for future law enforcement strategies and

policy-making emphasize the need for legislative support and comprehensive social services to

address the root causes of crime.
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Introduction

New Brunswick's recent changes in policing policies have sparked widespread debate and concern

among the public. The decision by the police to cease investigating most fuel thefts and the

inconsistent enforcement of laws regarding license plate covers are particularly contentious. This

book aims to provide a thorough examination of these changes, focusing on their implications for

crime rates and public safety.

From 2020 to 2023, the province saw significant shifts in crime patterns and law enforcement

strategies. This period witnessed a reduction in overall crime rates, yet specific types of crimes,

particularly non-violent and drug-related offenses, continued to pose challenges. By analyzing data

and trends, this study explores the effectiveness of the new policing strategies and identifies areas

requiring improvement.

The introduction sets the stage for a deeper investigation into the broader trends in crime and law

enforcement within New Brunswick. The subsequent chapters will delve into the historical, cultural,

and economic contexts that shape crime in the province, the specific policy changes and their

effects, and the operational and social challenges faced by the police. Ultimately, the goal is to

provide a comprehensive understanding of the factors influencing crime and law enforcement in

New Brunswick and to offer recommendations for future policy and practice.


