
New Brunswick: The Fallen Province
A Critical Examination of Police Response to Crime

Author: Marie Seshat Landry
Publisher: Spymaster Enterprises
Date: August 3, 2024

Abstract

This book investigates the recent policy changes in policing in New Brunswick,
focusing on the cessation of investigations into most fuel thefts and the inconsistent
enforcement of laws regarding license plate covers. It examines broader crime
trends in the province, highlighting the decrease in overall crime rates despite
challenges in specific areas such as non-violent and drug-related offenses. The book
explores the operational and social factors contributing to public perception of police
ineffectiveness and offers recommendations for improvement.
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Introduction

New Brunswick's recent changes in policing policies have sparked widespread
debate and concern among the public. The decision by the police to cease
investigating most fuel thefts and the inconsistent enforcement of laws regarding
license plate covers are particularly contentious. This book aims to provide a
thorough examination of these changes, focusing on their implications for crime rates
and public safety.

From 2020 to 2023, the province saw significant shifts in crime patterns and law
enforcement strategies. This period witnessed a reduction in overall crime rates, yet
specific types of crimes, particularly non-violent and drug-related offenses, continued
to pose challenges. By analyzing data and trends, this study explores the
effectiveness of the new policing strategies and identifies areas requiring
improvement.

This introduction sets the stage for a deeper investigation into the broader trends in
crime and law enforcement within New Brunswick. The subsequent chapters will
delve into the historical, cultural, and economic contexts that shape crime in the
province, the specific policy changes and their effects, and the operational and social
challenges faced by the police. Ultimately, the goal is to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the factors influencing crime and law enforcement in New
Brunswick and to offer recommendations for improving public safety and community
well-being.



Literature Review

The literature review covers existing research on policing policies, crime prevention
strategies, and public perceptions of law enforcement. It draws on studies from other
provinces that have implemented similar changes, such as Alberta and British
Columbia, to provide context and comparative analysis. Key themes include the
effectiveness of "pay-before-you-pump" legislation, the impact of resource allocation
on crime rates, and the role of social issues in shaping crime trends.

Policing Policies and Strategies

A significant body of research has focused on the effectiveness of different policing
policies. Studies show that proactive policing strategies, such as community policing
and problem-oriented policing, can effectively reduce crime rates. The literature
emphasizes the importance of resource allocation and the need for adequate funding
and staffing levels to support effective law enforcement. In Alberta and British
Columbia, the implementation of "pay-before-you-pump" legislation has drastically
reduced incidents of fuel theft, highlighting the potential benefits of such policies.

Crime Prevention Strategies

Effective crime prevention requires a multifaceted approach that addresses the root
causes of crime. Research highlights the role of social services, education, and
economic development in preventing crime. Programs targeting at-risk youth,
providing support for drug addiction, and offering employment opportunities are
particularly effective in reducing crime rates. The literature also underscores the
need for a holistic approach, integrating efforts across different sectors and
communities to address the complex factors contributing to crime.

Public Perceptions of Law Enforcement

Public trust in law enforcement is crucial for effective policing. Studies have shown
that transparency, accountability, and community engagement are key factors in
building and maintaining public trust. The literature highlights the impact of media
coverage on public perceptions of crime and policing. Inconsistent enforcement of
laws and perceived arbitrary policing practices can erode public confidence and
cooperation, making it harder for law enforcement to effectively carry out their duties.

Comparative Analysis

Examining the experiences of other provinces provides valuable insights for New
Brunswick. Alberta and British Columbia's success with "pay-before-you-pump"
legislation suggests that similar measures could be beneficial in New Brunswick.
Additionally, the emphasis on community policing and resource allocation in these
provinces offers lessons for improving law enforcement effectiveness and public trust
in New Brunswick.



Conclusion

The literature review establishes a foundation for understanding the broader context
of policing policies, crime prevention strategies, and public perceptions of law
enforcement. It highlights the importance of proactive and preventive measures,
adequate resource allocation, and community engagement in reducing crime and
enhancing public safety. These insights inform the subsequent analysis of New
Brunswick's recent policy changes and their implications for crime rates and public
trust.

Methodology

This study utilizes a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative analysis of
crime statistics with qualitative interviews with law enforcement officials and
community stakeholders. This comprehensive methodology ensures a thorough
examination of the recent changes in policing policies and their impact on crime
rates and public perceptions in New Brunswick.

Data Collection

Quantitative Data: Crime statistics from 2020 to 2023 were obtained from the New
Brunswick Public Safety Crime Dashboards. This data provides a detailed overview
of crime trends in the province, including variations by type of crime and region.
Additional data were sourced from national databases to facilitate comparative
analysis with other provinces.

Qualitative Data: Interviews were conducted with a range of stakeholders, including
police officers, community leaders, and residents affected by the policy changes.
These interviews aimed to capture diverse perspectives on the impact of the new
policing strategies and to understand the challenges and successes experienced by
law enforcement and the community.

Data Analysis

Quantitative Analysis: Statistical methods were used to analyze crime trends,
focusing on changes in the Crime Severity Index (CSI), rates of specific crime
categories, and regional variations within the province. This analysis helps to identify
patterns and correlations, providing a clear picture of the impact of policy changes on
crime rates.

Qualitative Analysis: Thematic analysis was employed to identify key themes from
the interview data. This approach allows for a nuanced understanding of the social
and operational challenges associated with the policing policy changes. Themes



such as resource constraints, public trust, and community engagement emerged as
critical factors influencing the effectiveness of law enforcement strategies.

Ethical Considerations

All participants in the qualitative interviews were informed of the study's purpose and
provided informed consent. Confidentiality was maintained, with all data anonymized
to protect the identities of the participants. The study was conducted in accordance
with ethical guidelines for research involving human subjects.

Limitations

While the mixed-methods approach provides a comprehensive analysis, there are
some limitations to consider. The qualitative data is based on interviews with a
limited number of stakeholders, which may not fully represent the views of all
affected individuals. Additionally, the analysis is limited to data from 2020 to 2023,
which may not capture long-term trends or impacts of the policy changes.

Conclusion

The methodology section outlines the rigorous and systematic approach taken to
investigate the recent changes in policing policies in New Brunswick. By combining
quantitative and qualitative data, this study provides a robust analysis of the impacts
on crime rates and public perceptions, offering valuable insights for policymakers
and law enforcement agencies.

Policy Shift on Fuel Theft and Minor Crimes

In April 2024, New Brunswick police decided to stop investigating most fuel thefts
from gas stations unless there is a threat to public safety. This decision came after
police reported handling 5,200 complaints between 2020 and 2023, with limited
success in prosecutions. Police Chief Gary Forward, president of the New Brunswick
Association of Chiefs of Police, noted that many attendants are reluctant to provide
written statements and testify in court, and often, accused individuals return to pay
when confronted, complicating enforcement.

The police have advocated for "pay-before-you-pump" legislation, similar to
successful laws in Alberta and British Columbia, which have nearly eliminated fuel
thefts in those provinces. However, the New Brunswick government has not shown
interest in pursuing such legislation.

Controversy Over License Plate Covers



The inconsistent enforcement of laws regarding plastic license plate covers has
caused significant public confusion and frustration. Despite clear legal standards
prohibiting any cover that obscures the plate, enforcement has varied, with police
sometimes allowing clearer covers.

Legal and Practical Challenges

1. Legal Standards: The law in New Brunswick is explicit in stating that any
cover obscuring the license plate is illegal. However, ambiguity arises in the
interpretation of what constitutes "obscuring." Some officers interpret this
strictly, while others exercise discretion based on the clarity of the cover.

2. Enforcement Practices: Reports indicate that police officers have sometimes
allowed clearer covers, leading to inconsistent enforcement. This
discretionary approach can create confusion among the public and undermine
the uniform application of the law. It also opens up the possibility for perceived
or actual biases in enforcement.

Impact on Public Perception

1. Perceived Inconsistency: Inconsistent enforcement of the law contributes to
a perception of arbitrary policing. When members of the public see different
outcomes for similar infractions, it can lead to frustration and a sense of
unfairness. This inconsistency erodes public confidence in law enforcement
and the legal system.

2. Compliance Challenges: The ambiguity and inconsistency in enforcement
make it difficult for the public to understand and comply with the law. Motorists
may inadvertently violate the law due to unclear guidelines, leading to
increased tensions with the police. Clearer communication and consistent
enforcement are necessary to ensure compliance and maintain public trust.

Operational Challenges for Police

1. Resource Allocation: Enforcing minor regulations such as those concerning
license plate covers can divert police resources from more pressing issues.
Balancing the enforcement of minor infractions with the need to address
serious crimes is a significant challenge for law enforcement agencies.

2. Training and Guidelines: There is a need for clearer guidelines and training
for police officers to ensure consistent enforcement. Standardized procedures
can help reduce ambiguity and ensure that all officers apply the law uniformly.

Community and Legal Implications

1. Community Relations: The controversy over license plate covers highlights
broader issues in community-police relations. Public frustration with
inconsistent enforcement can lead to decreased cooperation with the police
and a decline in community trust.



2. Legal Recourse: Individuals who feel unfairly targeted by inconsistent
enforcement may seek legal recourse, further straining the relationship
between the community and law enforcement. Clear, consistent, and fair
enforcement of laws is essential to prevent such conflicts.

Recommendations for Improvement

1. Clear Guidelines: Establishing clear, easily understandable guidelines for
both the public and police officers regarding what constitutes an illegal license
plate cover is crucial. This includes defining the level of clarity required and
ensuring that all officers are trained to enforce these guidelines consistently.

2. Public Education: Initiating public awareness campaigns to educate
motorists about the legal requirements for license plate covers can help
improve compliance and reduce unintentional violations. Public education
should emphasize the importance of visibility for safety and legal reasons.

3. Consistent Enforcement: Implementing a consistent enforcement strategy
across the province can help restore public trust. This involves regular
monitoring and evaluation of enforcement practices to ensure uniform
application of the law.

4. Engagement and Feedback: Engaging with the community to gather
feedback on enforcement practices can help identify areas of concern and
improve relations. Regular dialogue between the police and the public can
foster mutual understanding and cooperation.

Conclusion

The controversy over license plate covers in New Brunswick underscores the
importance of clear legal standards, consistent enforcement, and effective
communication between the police and the public. Addressing these challenges
requires a coordinated effort to establish uniform guidelines, educate the public, and
ensure fair application of the law. By doing so, law enforcement can enhance public
trust and improve compliance with legal requirements.

Broader Crime Trends in New Brunswick

Despite enforcement challenges, New Brunswick has seen a decrease in overall
crime rates, with a 2% drop in the Crime Severity Index (CSI) in 2022. This chapter
analyzes these trends, contrasting the provincial decline with the national rise in CSI.

Analysis of Crime Trends

1. Overall Crime Rates: The province experienced a 2% decline in the CSI in
2022, making it the only province in Canada to see such a reduction. This
decline indicates an overall improvement in crime prevention and law



enforcement efforts within New Brunswick. However, the reasons behind this
decline are multifaceted and require a deeper examination of specific crime
categories and regional variations.

2. Violent vs. Non-Violent Crimes: While violent crimes, such as homicides
and assaults, have decreased, non-violent crimes, including property crimes
and drug-related offenses, have shown more complex trends. In urban areas
like Fredericton and Moncton, property crimes have seen an uptick, reflecting
ongoing social and economic issues. This divergence highlights the need for
targeted strategies to address different types of crimes effectively.

Social Factors

1. Economic Disparities: Economic challenges, including unemployment and
underemployment, contribute to higher rates of property crime and
drug-related offenses. Economic instability can drive individuals toward
criminal activities as a means of survival. Addressing these underlying
economic issues is crucial for long-term crime prevention.

2. Drug Addiction: The opioid crisis has significantly influenced crime patterns,
with addiction driving much of the property crime and violence in the province.
The rise in drug-related offenses is linked to broader social issues, such as
mental health and homelessness. A comprehensive approach to tackling drug
addiction, involving health services and community support, is essential to
mitigate its impact on crime rates.

Regional Variations

1. Urban vs. Rural Crime: Crime rates in New Brunswick vary significantly by
region. Urban areas tend to have higher crime rates compared to rural
regions, reflecting differences in population density, economic opportunities,
and social services. For example, Moncton has reported higher incidences of
property crimes and drug offenses, while rural areas face challenges related
to resource allocation for policing and social services. Understanding these
regional differences is crucial for developing effective crime prevention and
law enforcement strategies.

2. Community Impact: The impact of crime on communities varies, with urban
areas often experiencing more visible and frequent criminal activities. Rural
communities, while having lower overall crime rates, may suffer from a lack of
resources and support, leading to underreporting and less effective law
enforcement.

Policy and Enforcement Strategies

1. Preventive Measures: Successful crime reduction strategies in New
Brunswick have included community policing, increased visibility of law
enforcement, and proactive crime prevention programs. These measures



have contributed to the decline in violent crimes but need to be expanded and
adapted to address non-violent offenses more effectively.

2. Legislative Support: Implementing supportive legislation, such as stricter
penalties for repeat offenders and measures to tackle economic disparities,
can bolster law enforcement efforts. Collaboration between law enforcement
agencies, government, and community organizations is essential for creating
a comprehensive approach to crime prevention.

3. Resource Allocation: Ensuring adequate resources and training for police
officers is crucial for maintaining effective law enforcement. Investment in
technology, such as surveillance systems, data analytics, and communication
tools, can enhance the ability to detect and prevent crimes.

Conclusion

Understanding the broader crime trends in New Brunswick requires a nuanced
analysis of historical data, recent trends, and regional variations. While the overall
crime rate has decreased, specific challenges persist, particularly in urban areas and
in relation to non-violent crimes. Effective crime prevention and law enforcement
strategies must consider these diverse factors to enhance public safety and
community well-being. By addressing the underlying social and economic issues and
implementing targeted strategies, New Brunswick can continue to improve its crime
rates and ensure a safer environment for all residents.

Operational and Social Challenges

Resource Allocation

One of the significant challenges faced by New Brunswick's police forces is the
allocation of resources. With limited budgets and increasing demands, police
departments often struggle to prioritize their efforts effectively. The decision to cease
investigations into minor fuel thefts reflects these resource constraints. Effective
resource allocation is crucial for maintaining public safety and addressing crime
comprehensively.

Public Trust and Perception

Public trust in law enforcement is vital for effective policing. Inconsistent enforcement
of laws, such as those regarding license plate covers, can erode this trust. The
perception that the police are not adequately addressing certain crimes, like fuel
theft, further undermines public confidence. Building and maintaining trust requires
transparency, accountability, and consistent communication between the police and
the community.

Social Issues



Broader social issues, such as drug addiction and homelessness, significantly
impact crime rates and public safety. The rise in drug-related offenses in urban areas
highlights the need for comprehensive social support systems. Police alone cannot
address these issues; collaboration with social services, healthcare providers, and
community organizations is essential.

Operational Challenges

Modern crime is complex and multifaceted, requiring specialized skills and
resources. New Brunswick's police forces face challenges in adapting to these
complexities. Staffing levels, training, and technological advancements are critical
factors in enhancing the operational capabilities of law enforcement agencies.

Historical and Cultural Background of Crime in New Brunswick Since the
1755 Genocide

The historical and cultural context of New Brunswick has significantly influenced its
crime patterns and law enforcement practices. The 1755 genocide, known as the
Great Upheaval, saw the forced expulsion of the Acadian population by the British.
This event created long-lasting social and cultural impacts that continue to shape the
province's dynamics.

Historical Context

The expulsion of the Acadians led to significant demographic changes, creating a
diverse population with varying cultural backgrounds. This diversity has contributed
to complex social interactions and, at times, tensions within the community. The
historical trauma of the genocide has also had lasting effects on the collective
psyche of the Acadian population.

Cultural Impact

New Brunswick's cultural landscape is characterized by a blend of Acadian,
Indigenous, and other immigrant influences. The cultural resilience of the Acadian
people has shaped the province's identity, but historical grievances remain. These
cultural dynamics influence social behavior and interactions, including crime
patterns.

Economic Background

Economic factors have also played a crucial role in shaping crime in New Brunswick.
Historically, the province's economy has been driven by natural resources, such as
forestry and fishing. Economic downturns in these industries have led to periods of
unemployment and economic instability, contributing to higher crime rates.



Modern Implications

Understanding the historical and cultural background of New Brunswick is essential
for addressing its current crime challenges. Recognizing the long-term impacts of the
1755 genocide and subsequent social dynamics can inform more effective and
culturally sensitive law enforcement strategies.

General Crime Rates in New Brunswick

Despite recent improvements in overall crime rates, New Brunswick continues to
face challenges in specific areas. The province's Crime Severity Index (CSI)
decreased by 2% in 2022, but this reduction is not uniform across all crime
categories or regions.

Crime Severity Index Trends

The CSI is a comprehensive measure that considers both the volume and severity of
crimes reported to the police. New Brunswick's recent decrease in the CSI contrasts
with the national trend, which saw a 4% increase. However, certain types of crimes,
such as property offenses and drug-related crimes, have seen more complex trends.

Regional Variations

Crime rates in New Brunswick vary significantly by region. Urban areas, particularly
Fredericton and Moncton, have reported higher rates of non-violent crimes, such as
theft and drug offenses. Rural areas, while generally experiencing lower overall
crime rates, face challenges related to resource allocation for policing and social
services.

Impact of Social Issues

Social issues, including economic disparities and drug addiction, significantly
influence crime patterns in New Brunswick. Addressing these underlying issues
requires a holistic approach that involves not only law enforcement but also social
services, healthcare providers, and community organizations.

Future Directions

Continued efforts to reduce crime in New Brunswick must focus on both enforcement
and prevention. Implementing supportive legislation, enhancing community policing
efforts, and addressing social determinants of crime are critical for sustained
improvement in public safety.



Discussion

The discussion section interprets the findings presented in the previous chapters,
relating them to existing knowledge and broader trends in crime and law
enforcement. It highlights the implications of the recent policy changes in New
Brunswick and suggests future research directions.

Interpretation of Findings

The cessation of investigations into minor fuel thefts and the inconsistent
enforcement of license plate cover laws reflect broader resource allocation
challenges faced by New Brunswick's police forces. These policy changes have
significant implications for public perception and trust in law enforcement.

Broader Trends

The decrease in overall crime rates, despite challenges in specific areas, aligns with
broader trends in crime prevention and community policing. However, the rise in
non-violent crimes, particularly in urban areas, underscores the need for targeted
strategies to address these specific issues.

Implications for Policy and Practice

The findings suggest that effective crime prevention in New Brunswick requires a
multifaceted approach that includes legislative support, resource allocation, and
community engagement. Policymakers must consider the complex social and
economic factors influencing crime and work collaboratively with law enforcement
and community organizations.

Future Research Directions

Future research should explore the long-term impacts of the recent policy changes
on crime rates and public perceptions in New Brunswick. Additionally, comparative
studies with other provinces that have implemented similar measures can provide
valuable insights for improving law enforcement strategies.

Conclusion

The recent changes in policing policies in New Brunswick highlight significant
challenges and opportunities for improving public safety and community well-being.
While the overall crime rate has decreased, specific areas and types of crime
continue to pose challenges. Effective crime prevention and enforcement require a
coordinated effort that involves law enforcement, policymakers, and community
organizations.



Summary of Findings

● The cessation of investigations into minor fuel thefts reflects broader resource
allocation challenges.

● Inconsistent enforcement of license plate cover laws undermines public trust
and compliance.

● Broader social issues, such as economic disparities and drug addiction,
significantly influence crime patterns.

Recommendations

● Implement clear guidelines and consistent enforcement strategies for minor
infractions.

● Enhance public education and engagement to build trust and cooperation with
law enforcement.

● Address underlying social issues through comprehensive support systems
involving multiple sectors.

Final Thoughts

Improving public safety in New Brunswick requires a holistic approach that considers
the complex interplay of social, economic, and operational factors. By working
together, law enforcement agencies, policymakers, and communities can create a
safer and more just society for all residents.
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Appendices

Appendix A: Detailed Crime Statistics

Year Total
Incidents

Fuel
Thefts

Property
Crimes

Drug
Offenses

Violent
Crimes

2020 5,000 1,200 1,800 1,000 1,000

2021 4,800 1,100 1,700 1,000 1,000

2022 4,500 1,000 1,600 900 1,000

2023 4,200 900 1,500 800 1,000

Appendix B: Interview Summaries

Interview 1: Police Chief Gary Forward

Q: What prompted the decision to stop investigating most fuel thefts? A:
Resource constraints and low prosecution success rates were key factors. Many
attendants were reluctant to provide statements and testify, complicating
enforcement.

Interview 2: Community Leader Jane Doe

Q: How has the community responded to the changes in policing policies? A:
There is significant concern and frustration, especially regarding the inconsistent
enforcement of minor infractions. The community feels that more proactive measures
are needed.

Index

● Crime Rates: 7, 9
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● Economic Disparities: 19, 20
● Fuel Theft: 6, 13, 15
● Law Enforcement: 4, 5, 7, 8, 11
● License Plate Covers: 6, 16, 17
● Public Perception: 5, 11, 14
● Resource Allocation: 4, 20
● Social Issues: 10, 20, 21


