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1. Introduction: A Province in Conflict

New Brunswick has long operated under a political mythology of harmonious bilingualism
(English and French), which has, paradoxically, served to mask deeper and more persistent
conflicts. This province, with its approximately 800,000 residents, is not a simple dichotomy but
a complex intersection of four distinct nations—the Mi'kmagq, the Wolastoqey, the Acadians,
and the Anglophones—whose competing land claims, linguistic rights, and sovereignty
disputes have persisted for over three centuries. The resulting tensions have manifested in
systemic cultural suppression, protracted land disputes, frequent legal battles, and profound
social and economic inequities, rendering New Brunswick a silent battlefield of unresolved
colonial history. This Master Document rejects the inadequate two-nation framework and
proposes a radical, restorative, and inclusive Quad-Nation and Multicultural Peace Blueprint.
This Blueprint is designed to address the deep structural inequalities, integrate growing
immigrant populations, and establish New Brunswick as a global model for genuine
reconciliation and equitable, shared stewardship.

2. Historical Analysis: The Never-Ending Cultural
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Battle

New Brunswick's current governance structure is the direct outcome of a series of historical
events that systematically marginalized two of its founding nations. Understanding this history
as a Quad-Nation struggle is essential to formulating effective structural peace.

2.1.

Key Players and Foundational Claims

The four nations possess distinct, often competing, historical and legal claims:

2.2.

The Mi'kmaq Nation: Occupying the coastal regions and eastern New Brunswick
(Mi'’kma'ki), their inherent sovereignty is enshrined in the Peace and Friendship Treaties,
which affirmed co-existence and access, not surrender of title.

The Wolastoqey Nation (Maliseet): Inhabiting the lands along the Saint John/Wolastoq
River, their history is one of continuous occupation and resistance. Their traditional laws
govern the use and stewardship of the river system itself.

The Acadians: French settlers who were victims of the mid-18th century Great
Deportation (Le Grand Dérangement). Their subsequent return and re-establishment
occurred under an institutional system already dominated by the Anglophone population,
leading to generational cultural marginalization despite official language status.

The Anglophones: Settler communities, significantly bolstered by the Loyalist migration
in the 1780s, who rapidly established and controlled the dominant political, legal, and
educational institutions, setting the foundation for the current power imbalance.

Historical Dynamics and Conflict Manifestations

The historical dynamics reveal a pattern of simultaneous oppression and inter-community
tension:

1700s: The primary dynamic was Indigenous resistance and French-English military
conflict, culminating in the Acadian Deportation. This action created a deeply scarred
Acadian identity and opened the door for subsequent, devastating land appropriation from
the Indigenous Nations.

1780s-1800s: The influx of Loyalists drastically shifted the demographic and political
landscape, accelerating the seizure of Indigenous lands and cementing the Anglophone
control over governance structures, courts, and resources. Land disputes became
systematic rather than isolated incidents.

1800s-1900s: The federal Indian Act and the provincial institutional framework
systematically marginalized Indigenous sovereignty, language, and culture. Bilingualism
emerged as a political point of tension between French and English, effectively obscuring
and ignoring the rights and claims of the Mi'kmaq and Wolastogey.

20th Century: Resource conflicts (especially forestry and fishing) intensified, directly
impacting Indigenous treaty rights. The profound, intergenerational trauma inflicted by the
Residential School system created deep social rifts that persist today, while education
inequality entrenched economic disparities.

21st Century: Cultural and economic tensions continue, now complicated by the
presence of significant and growing immigrant populations who frequently encounter
systemic barriers and racism, requiring the Blueprint to adopt a comprehensive
multicultural lens.



3. Quad-Nation & Multicultural Peace Blueprint

The Blueprint proposes a transformative, legally-binding commitment to structural peace
through shared sovereignty and inclusive governance.

3.1. Overarching Goals of the Blueprint

1. Sovereignty Recognition: Officially recognize the inherent sovereignty of the Mi'kmagq
and Wolastogey Nations and the distinct national status of the Acadian and Anglophone
communities.

2. Linguistic Equity: Enshrine quadlingual official status for English, French,
Mi'’kmawi'simk, and Wolastoqey.

3. Land Restoration: Execute a phased return or co-management of 30-50% of unused
Crown land to Indigenous stewardship within a five-year window, formally abolishing the
colonial concept of unilateral Crown control.

4. Multicultural Protection: Recognize and legislatively protect the cultural, linguistic, and
religious rights of all immigrant and minority communities.

5. Power Sharing: Implement Co-Governance Structures that guarantee equal footing
and Indigenous veto power over land and resource development.

3.2. Guiding Principles

e Equity: All institutions must be reformed to ensure proportional representation and
access to power for all four nations and multicultural communities.

e Inclusion: Governance must be designed to actively prevent systemic exclusion based
on race, language, faith, or national origin.

e Peace-Oriented Governance: Decision-making must transition from adversarial politics
to collaborative consensus-building, prioritizing conflict resolution over confrontation.

e Sustainability: All land and resource decisions made under the new framework must be
rooted in the long-term ecological health of the territory and align with traditional
Indigenous stewardship practices.

4. Language Recognition & Education Strategy

This strategy mandates a shift from the outdated two-language model to genuine quadlingual
institutional support, ensuring linguistic vitality for all four official languages.

4.1. Quadlingual Official Status and Service Delivery

A new Languages Act will officially grant equal status to English, French, Mi'kmawi'simk, and
Wolastoqey.

e Progressive Public Accessibility: Implementation will follow a mandatory, phased
approach. Phase 1 (Years 1-2) dictates that all essential services (Emergency, Justice,
Health) and all official government documentation must be immediately available in all
four languages. Phase 2 (Years 3-5) requires all provincial departments, cultural
institutions, and educational services to achieve full quadlingual accessibility, requiring a



significant investment in hiring and training quadlingual staff and interpreters.

e Signage and Media: All permanent public infrastructure signage (highways, parks,
government buildings) must be converted to quadlingual formatting. A dedicated fund
will be established to perpetually support Indigenous-led media and Acadian cultural
media, ensuring robust linguistic dissemination.

4.2. Education and Curriculum Reform

The education system must become the primary driver of cultural understanding and linguistic
revival.

e Mandatory Language Modules: Every student, from primary to secondary school, will be
required to complete mandatory, age-appropriate language and culture modules covering
the basics of Mi'kmawi'simk, Wolastoqey, and Acadian French, integrated with modules
on Indigenous history, treaty rights, and Acadian history.

e Teacher Training & Incentives: A fully funded, specialized program will be established
for Indigenous language teacher training and certification, including substantial financial
incentives (scholarships, debt relief) for Indigenous community members to enter the
teaching profession and ensure linguistic preservation.

e Unified Curriculum: A new curriculum will be developed through joint consultation with
the four nations, replacing colonial narratives with an authentic, comprehensive history
that incorporates Indigenous knowledge, Acadian resilience, and multicultural
contributions across all subjects.

5. Land & Resource Justice

Land restitution and resource sovereignty are the core pillars of reconciliation. This plan moves
beyond symbolic gestures to structural change, committing to a measurable return of territory.

5.1. Abolition of Crown Land Doctrine

The first legislative action is the formal abolition of the colonial doctrine of unilateral Crown
land ownership in the context of unceded and unsurrendered Indigenous territory. This doctrine
will be replaced by a legislative principle of Shared Sovereignty and Stewardship,
acknowledging the underlying title of the Mi'kmaq and Wolastogey Nations over their traditional
territories.

5.2. Phased Land Return Targets

The Land Return & Reparation Commission (LRRC) will be mandated to execute the
following non-negotiable targets:

1. Year 1-2: Transfer 10-15% of currently unused, uncontested Crown land, prioritizing
culturally and ecologically significant sites, directly to Indigenous title and/or to permanent,
self-governed Indigenous Stewardship Trusts.

2. Year 3-4: Transfer an additional 10-20%, focusing on productive lands (e.g., forests,
fisheries) that will be placed under binding Indigenous-majority co-management
agreements.

3. Year 5 Goal: Achieve a cumulative 30-50% of Crown land transferred to Indigenous



title or subject to Indigenous-majority co-management. This target is considered the
minimum necessary to begin addressing the scale of historical dispossession and to
ensure the ecological integrity of the territories is maintained.

5.3. Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC)

The principle of FPIC will be enshrined in provincial law, granting Indigenous governments
mandatory legislative veto power over all major resource extraction (mining, hydro,
large-scale forestry) and infrastructure development projects proposed on any Indigenous
traditional lands, whether currently held by the Crown, returned to title, or under
co-management.

5.4. Public Accountability

An Annual Public Land Justice Dashboard will be established and maintained by the LRRC.
This transparent online portal will track the exact acreage returned, the status of
co-management agreements, detailed FPIC audit results, and resource revenue sharing figures,
ensuring continuous accountability to all citizens.

6. Governance & Co-Management Framework

New, parallel institutional structures are necessary to ensure power is shared equitably among
the four nations and to integrate multicultural perspectives.

6.1. Quad-Nation Council (QNC)

The QNC will be a new, independent provincial institution with an advisory and legislative review
function.

e Composition: Composed of twenty members, with five seats allocated equally to the
Mi'kmaq Nation, Wolastogey Nation, Acadian Nation, and Anglophone Nation. Selection
criteria for Indigenous seats will be determined by respective Indigenous governments,
while Acadian and Anglophone representatives will be selected through independent
community processes.

e Function: The QNC will have mandatory review and delay authority over all provincial
legislation pertaining to language, land, education, and resource use. It will also serve as
the ultimate provincial arbiter for inter-nation disputes, promoting consensus-based
solutions.

6.2. Land Return & Reparation Commission (LRRC)

The LRRC is the operational arm of land justice. It will be an independent, Indigenous-majority
appointed body responsible for the technical audit of all Crown lands, the validation of historical
Indigenous land claims, and the legal execution of land transfers and co-management
agreements based on the 30-50% target.

6.3. Intercultural Assembly (ICA)



Recognizing the need to integrate non-founding communities, the ICA will be an Advisory
Body that reports to the QNC and provincial cabinet. Its mandate is to ensure that the peace
blueprint and associated policies effectively include the needs, rights, and contributions of the
province’s diverse immigrant and minority communities, preventing the new framework from
becoming an exclusionary four-way system.

6.4. Sector-Specific Co-Management Boards

Dedicated Co-Management Boards will be established for key resource sectors (Forestry,
Fisheries, Energy) in all treaty areas. These boards will possess Indigenous-majority or
guaranteed veto power, fundamentally shifting operational control from the provincial
bureaucracy and industry to local, shared governance focused on sustainability.

7. Multicultural Integration & Rights

A peaceful province is an inclusive province. The structural rights of immigrant and minority
communities must be protected against all forms of systemic discrimination.

7.1. Charter of Intercultural Belonging

This Charter will be a legislative document that explicitly affirms the right of every resident,
regardless of origin, to preserve their language, faith, cultural practices, and identity free
from institutional bias. It recognizes multicultural identity as an essential strength of the
province. This includes mandating culturally sensitive public services and settlement supports.

7.2. Anti-Discrimination Statute

A robust Anti-Discrimination Statute will be enacted, creating a specialized Tribunal with the
power to investigate and mandate structural remedies for systemic exclusion and discrimination
in areas such as housing, employment, and public service access, going beyond individual
complaints to target institutional bias.

7.3. Support for Cultural Centers
The province will allocate dedicated, perpetual funding to regional Cultural Centers and
Community Media established by immigrant and minority communities. These centers will act

as hubs for cultural preservation, language teaching, and crucial spaces for inter-community
dialogue and integration.

8. Justice, Memory, and Reconciliation

Addressing past harms and reforming the justice system are vital steps toward healing and
ensuring historical abuses are neither repeated nor forgotten.

8.1. Truth & Reconciliation Museums

Two permanent, publicly funded Truth and Reconciliation Museums will be established: one



focused on the legacy of the Residential School system and colonial erasure of the Mi'kmaq
and Wolastogey Nations; and a second dedicated to the history and lasting impact of the
Acadian Deportation and subsequent marginalization. Both museums will be co-managed
by the affected nations to ensure authentic storytelling.

8.2. Annual Day of Shared Memory

A new provincial statutory holiday will be proclaimed: the Annual Day of Shared Memory. This
day will replace existing, singular commemorative holidays and be dedicated to public
education, reflection, and mutual respect regarding the collective history of suffering and
resilience of all four nations and new immigrant communities.

8.3. Restorative Justice Tribunals

The province will establish local Restorative Justice Tribunals, operating in formal partnership
with Indigenous governments. These tribunals will focus on community-based solutions,
healing, and reconciliation for offenses, particularly those involving Indigenous and marginalized
residents, offering an alternative to the punitive, often discriminatory, colonial court system.

8.4. Community Policing Reform

Systemic reform of policing will include mandatory, in-depth cross-cultural competency
training, the establishment of dedicated Quad-Nation and multicultural liaison officers, and
the implementation of protocols that address the disproportionate involvement of Indigenous
and minority populations in the justice system.

9. Economic & Social Renewal

Sustainable peace is built on shared wealth and economic parity. This plan is designed to
empower Indigenous and multicultural entrepreneurship and resource stewardship.

9.1. Indigenous & Multicultural Enterprise Support

The province will prioritize seed funding and technical support for Indigenous- and
multicultural-led cooperatives in sectors aligned with the new stewardship model, including
sustainable forestry, ecological fisheries, renewable energy, and eco-tourism. Provincial
procurement policies will be revised to mandate minimum contract awards to these enterprises,
driving economic reconciliation.

9.2. Peace & Renewal Fund

A minimum $500 Million Peace & Renewal Fund will be established as capital for
decolonization efforts. This fund will be perpetually financed through a combination of provincial
revenue re-allocation (from former Crown resource revenues), negotiated federal transfer
payments for reconciliation, and international philanthropic contributions. The fund’s sole
purpose is to finance land transfers, language revitalization, cultural infrastructure, and seed



capital for co-managed enterprises.

9.3. Key Performance Indicators (KPlIs)

Success will be measured by transparent, quantifiable targets:
e Land Return Rate: 30-50% of Crown land returned/co-managed by Year 5.
e Linguistic Parity: 100% of core services accessible in four languages by Year 5.
e Governance Integrity: 100% compliance with FPIC mandates.
e Conflict Reduction: Measured decrease in inter-community conflict incidents and

land/language litigation.

e Social Inclusion: Measurable increase in immigrant retention and decrease in
unemployment disparities across all populations.

10. Milestone Timeline

The Blueprint’s objectives are mapped to a clear, measurable timeline:

Year

Milestone

Year 1: Foundation

Pass the Quad-Nation & Languages Act;
freeze all sales of unused Crown land; establish
the QNC and LRRC; launch the comprehensive
land audit and Indigenous mapping process;
capitalize the Peace & Renewal Fund.

Year 2: First Tranche

Begin the first tranche of land transfers
(10-15%); launch quadlingual education pilots
in three regions; complete the design of new
co-management structures for forestry.

Year 3-4: Expansion & Legislation

Continue phased transfers (cumulative
+10-20%); establish functional Co-Management
Boards; enact the Anti-Discrimination
Statute; complete the Indigenous and Acadian
Truth & Reconciliation Museums.

Year 5: Core Achievement

Achieve the cumulative 30-50% land
transferred or co-managed target; all core
services accessible in four languages; QNC
fully integrated into the legislative review
rocess.

Year 10: Global Model

[The QNC is fully operational and
self-sustaining; New Brunswick is recognized
internationally as a successful model for
post-colonial reconciliation; the first generation
of students educated under the new

quadlingual curriculum graduates.

11. Symbolic & Cultural Transformation

Structural change must be mirrored by symbolic transformation to unify identity and signal the
province's new commitment to all its nations and communities.




11.1. Motto and Proclamation

The new provincial motto will be: 'Four Nations, One Home, Open to All.' The Legislature will
issue a formal, cross-party Public Proclamation stating that "New Brunswick is no longer a
battlefield; all nations and communities are equal, respected, and welcome builders of our
shared future." This proclamation will be read annually in all four official languages.

11.2. Flags and Symbols

A multi-nation commission will be immediately established to design a new provincial flag and
coat of arms that formally incorporates symbols representing the Mi'kmagq, Wolastogqey,
Acadian, and Anglophone nations, alongside a symbol of immigrant representation.
Colonial symbols will be retired or integrated as one of four equal parts. Furthermore, all major
provincial landmarks and geographical features will adopt dual or quadlingual signage reflecting
original Indigenous names.

12. Quad-Nation & Multicultural Peace Act (Draft)

This is the proposed legislative foundation for the entire Blueprint, consolidating all reforms into
a single, comprehensive Act of the Legislative Assembly.
The Act will be organized into distinct Titles:

e Title I: Constitutional & Linguistic Recognition: Formalizing the status of the four
nations and the four official languages, replacing and overriding previous, inadequate
language legislation.

e Title ll: Land and Resource Sovereignty: Outlining the legal mechanism for the
Abolition of the Crown Land Doctrine, establishing the 30-50% land
return/co-management mandate, and legislating the absolute requirement for FPIC.

e Title lll: Governance Parity: Establishing the Quad-Nation Council (QNC) and the
Land Return & Reparation Commission (LRRC) as permanent legal entities with
defined budgets, powers, and appointments.

e Title IV: Multicultural Inclusion & Rights: Enacting the Charter of Intercultural
Belonging and the Anti-Discrimination Statute, granting the Intercultural Assembly
legal standing.

e Title V: Justice, Memory, and Healing: Mandating the creation and funding of the Truth
& Reconciliation Museums and the establishment of Restorative Justice Tribunals.

e Title VI: Implementation and Funding: Creating the Peace & Renewal Fund as an
endowed legal entity and mandating the annual legislative reporting based on established
KPIs.

13. Implementation, Funding, and KPIs

The success of the Blueprint rests on dedicated implementation bodies and robust financial
backing.

13.1. Governance Oversight Structure

The implementation will be managed by a decentralized, yet coordinated, structure:



e Quad-Nation Council (QNC): Provides strategic oversight and ensures all
implementation remains aligned with the principles of inter-nation equity.

e LRRC: Focuses on the physical and legal execution of land and resource transfers.

e Co-Management Boards: Manages operational reconciliation at the resource level.

e Intercultural Assembly (ICA): Advises on minimizing unintended exclusion and
promoting immigrant integration throughout the process.

13.2. Funding Mechanisms

The Peace & Renewal Fund is the central financial mechanism, requiring tri-party
capitalization:
1. Provincial Re-allocation: A significant portion of provincial revenue previously derived
from the resource exploitation of Crown lands will be immediately redirected to the Fund.
2. Federal Partnership: Negotiation with the Federal Government for a dedicated,
multi-year Reconciliation and Structural Peace Transfer Payment, acknowledging the
federal role in historical injustices.
3. Philanthropic & International: A targeted campaign to secure funding from major
national and international foundations dedicated to Indigenous rights, peacebuilding, and
reconciliation.

13.3. Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) Reporting

The mandatory Annual Public Dashboard and the Legislative Report will track performance
against every KPI:
e Land & Resource: Percentage of land returned/co-managed (30-50% by Year 5),
resource revenue sharing figures, and successful FPIC audits.
e Linguistic: Percentage of government documents and services available in all four
languages, and growth in the number of Indigenous language speakers.
e Social & Economic: Reduction in poverty gaps between nations, increase in Indigenous-
and multicultural-led enterprise success rates, and the province's immigrant retention rate.

14. Conclusion: Towards Lasting Peace

The New Brunswick Quad-Nation & Multicultural Peace Master Document is a radical mandate
for change, demanding courage and commitment from all communities. By targeting the return
and co-management of 30-50% of unused Crown land within five years, and by moving
decisively to legislate quadlingual equity and power-sharing through the Quad-Nation Council,
New Brunswick has the opportunity to definitively close the chapter on its centuries of silent
conflict. This comprehensive, structural approach to reconciliation and inclusion will not only
heal internal historical wounds but will establish the province as an international leader—a
genuine global model for how post-colonial societies can achieve lasting peace, equitable
prosperity, and true shared governance. The path to lasting peace is challenging, but the
alternative is continued stagnation and perpetuation of injustice.
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