
If a meteorite the size of 16 Psyche, which is approximately 226 kilometers (140
miles) in diameter, fell on Earth, specifically in New York City, and was composed
entirely of crystal methamphetamine, it would lead to a catastrophic series of events.
Here’s a breakdown of potential effects, environmental disasters, and possible
scenarios:

1. Impact Effects

• Energy Release: The impact of an object that size would release
energy equivalent to billions of nuclear bombs. The immediate explosion would
obliterate New York City, vaporizing everything within a large radius. Buildings,
infrastructure, and life forms would be instantly destroyed.

• Crater Formation: A crater hundreds of kilometers wide would form at
the impact site. The force would cause the ground to shake violently across the
planet, leading to earthquakes and aftershocks far beyond the immediate impact
zone.

2. Atmospheric Disturbances

• Methamphetamine Vaporization: The crystal meth would vaporize
instantly on impact, creating a toxic cloud that would be spread across the globe.
While methamphetamine isn’t a naturally occurring substance, it is highly addictive
and toxic to the human nervous system in even small doses.

• Toxic Fallout: Meth vapors would lead to a mass contamination of the
air, posing a global health hazard. Inhalation would lead to severe addiction and
toxicological effects, affecting entire populations. The meth cloud could linger in the
atmosphere, poisoning the air for days to weeks.

3. Global Firestorms and Tsunamis

• Global Firestorms: The energy released by the impact would ignite vast
amounts of debris and cause fires across much of North America, potentially
spreading across the world. Cities hundreds of miles away would be set ablaze.

• Mega-Tsunamis: If the meteorite hit a coastal area like New York City,
the impact would send mega-tsunamis rushing inland, devastating coastal regions
across the Atlantic. Europe, Africa, and the Americas would be impacted by these
massive waves.

4. Environmental Consequences

• Meth-Contaminated Precipitation: The meth vapors would eventually
mix with water vapor in the atmosphere, resulting in meth-laden rainfall that could
affect plant, animal, and human life. Ecosystems would suffer as plants die off from
exposure to toxic chemicals.



• Ozone Layer Depletion: The atmospheric disturbance could damage
the ozone layer, allowing increased levels of ultraviolet (UV) radiation to reach
Earth’s surface. This would lead to higher cancer rates and ecological damage over
time.

5. Health Crises

• Global Addiction Epidemic: Even small amounts of meth exposure
could lead to mass drug addiction. Governments and health systems around the
world would struggle to deal with the sudden influx of individuals experiencing severe
addiction, psychosis, and other meth-induced health problems.

• Neurological Damage: Widespread neurological issues would arise as
the population suffers from methamphetamine’s effects on the brain. Behavioral
problems, cognitive decline, and an overall collapse of societal functioning could
result from mass exposure.

6. Climate Effects

• Nuclear Winter: The debris kicked up by the impact would block
sunlight, leading to a “nuclear winter” effect. Global temperatures could drop
significantly, causing widespread crop failures, food shortages, and mass extinctions
of plant and animal species.

• Mass Extinction: The combination of toxic air, environmental collapse,
and climate disruption would likely trigger mass extinctions, potentially leading to the
demise of human civilization and many other species.

7. Political and Social Collapse

• Global Panic: The sheer scale of destruction would lead to panic
worldwide. Governments would collapse as societies face unprecedented
challenges, from environmental disasters to a global public health crisis caused by
methamphetamine exposure.

• Breakdown of Order: The addiction crisis, environmental damage, and
loss of infrastructure would cause lawlessness to spread across the globe.
Resources like clean water, food, and uncontaminated air would become scarce,
leading to wars over survival.

8. Long-term Geological Effects

• Seismic Activity: The meteorite’s impact would create aftershocks and
seismic activity that could persist for years, triggering volcanic eruptions and other
geological disturbances.

• Permanent Geological Scars: The crater formed by the meteorite could
remain for millions of years, reshaping the Earth’s surface.



In conclusion, the impact of a Psyche 16-sized meteorite composed of crystal meth
would be an unprecedented global catastrophe. The combined effects of the
explosion, toxic fallout, environmental disasters, and societal collapse would likely
mean the end of human civilization as we know it.


