
Kanatawi Confederation Report 
I. Executive Summary 
This report outlines the foundational vision and practical pathway for the Kanatawi 
Confederation, a framework to end Crown sovereignty over land and restore stewardship to 
sovereign Indigenous nations. The current legal and political landscape in Canada is rooted in 
a colonial system where the Crown retains authority over approximately 89% of the country's 
land base, a condition perpetuated by instruments like the Indian Act. This framework 
proposes a phased, multi-year plan to dismantle this system, leveraging existing legal 
precedents and international obligations. 
The core factual foundation of this initiative rests on several key points: 

●​ Crown Land: Approximately 89% of Canada's land is "Crown land," a legal vestige of 
monarchical claim that must be dissolved to enable Indigenous land restoration. 

●​ The Indian Act: A paternalistic and controlling legal instrument that has governed 
Indigenous lives since 1876, the Indian Act is a primary target for repeal and 
replacement. 

●​ Legal Precedent: The Supreme Court of Canada's affirmation of Aboriginal title in the 
Tsilhqot’in Nation v. British Columbia case provides a clear legal tool for large-scale land 
claims. 

●​ International Obligation: Canada's enactment of Bill C-15 to implement the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) creates a federal 
legal obligation to align Canadian laws with the principles of self-determination and 
Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC). 

The strategic goals are immediate: formal recognition of Indigenous sovereignty, a phased 
legal transfer of Crown lands to Indigenous nations, the abolition of colonial control 
instruments like the Indian Act, and the institutionalization of confederal governance 
structures. 
The proposed three-phase plan—Legal Groundwork & Mobilization (0–2 years), Negotiation & 
Title Scale-Up (2–5 years), and Structural Transition & Sovereignty Normalization (5–15 
years)—provides a concrete and actionable roadmap. It calls for immediate legislative freezes 
on Crown land disposals, a combination of strategic litigation and negotiated settlements, and 
the eventual full jurisdictional handover of territories. This framework is not merely a legal or 
political exercise; it is a restorative justice project grounded in principles of co-development, 
subsidiarity, and environmental stewardship, aimed at creating a new, just political order in 
what is currently Canada. 

II. Tactical Roadmap & Organizer's Toolkit 
This section provides a detailed, two-page tactical roadmap for organizers and allies to 
implement the Kanatawi Confederation vision. It outlines specific legal actions, prioritized 
territories, funding asks, and media lines to guide the movement from policy to practice. 



A. Legal & Operational Actions 

1. Immediate Land Freeze & Dispossession Halt: 
●​ Action: Launch a coordinated legal and political campaign to freeze all new Crown land 

disposals and resource leases on targeted Indigenous territories. 
●​ Legal Strategy: Draft and file legal injunctions (using model language from the toolkit) 

to prevent government agencies from issuing new permits or licenses for extractive 
projects (e.g., mining, forestry, oil & gas) in specific areas where a strong Aboriginal title 
claim can be made. 

●​ Legislative Advocacy: Lobby federal and provincial governments to introduce or 
support legislation that establishes a moratorium on all new resource development and 
land sales in areas under claim or with a history of unresolved title. 

●​ Funding Ask: Seek a minimum of $5 million for an initial "Strategic Litigation Fund" to 
cover legal fees, expert witness costs (e.g., ethnographers, historians, environmental 
scientists), and administrative expenses for the first two years. 

2. UNDRIP Leveraging & Harmonization: 
●​ Action: Use Bill C-15 to compel federal and provincial governments to immediately act 

on their legal obligation to harmonize laws with UNDRIP. 
●​ Process: Co-develop, with government officials, a clear, time-bound action plan with 

concrete deliverables. This plan should force ministries (e.g., Natural Resources, 
Environment, Fisheries) to establish new consultation protocols that adhere strictly to 
the principle of Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC). 

●​ Tactical Lit: Initiate legal challenges (mandamus applications) to force government 
compliance if they fail to produce these action plans in a timely manner. 

B. Prioritized Territories & Mapping 

1. Claims Triage & Mapping: 
●​ Action: Create a publicly accessible, interactive map overlaying key data points. 
●​ Map Layers: 

○​ Layer 1: Historical Indigenous territories and treaty footprints. 
○​ Layer 2: Locations of active or proposed Crown land resource projects. 
○​ Layer 3: Federal and provincial Crown land boundaries. 
○​ Layer 4: Jurisdictional overlap (e.g., areas where multiple Indigenous nations' 

claims intersect). 
○​ Layer 5: Priority territories for immediate litigation/negotiation (based on a triage 

of legal strength and readiness of the Indigenous polity). 
●​ Prioritization: Focus first on territories with a strong legal precedent (e.g., where a 

Tsilhqot’in-style claim of exclusive use and occupation can be demonstrated) and those 
where the Indigenous nation has a clear governance and legal structure in place to 
manage the land transfer. 

C. Communications & Public Narrative 



1. Reframe the Debate: 
●​ Message: Shift the public narrative from "land claims are complicated" or "this is too 

radical" to "land-back is a fundamental act of justice, decolonization, and good 
governance." 

●​ Key Talking Points: 
○​ Justice: Emphasize that Crown land ownership is the ongoing manifestation of 

historical injustice. 
○​ Governance: Frame the transfer of authority as a modernization of governance, 

replacing an outdated monarchical system with a more responsive, localized, and 
sustainable Indigenous model. 

○​ Economic Opportunity: Highlight how the return of land will foster 
Indigenous-led economic development, community-owned enterprises, and 
sustainable resource management, benefiting all. 

○​ Environmental Stewardship: Position Indigenous land stewardship as a critical 
solution to the climate crisis and biodiversity loss, drawing a contrast with 
destructive extractive industries. 

2. Organizer's Toolkit: 
●​ Contents: 

○​ Model Legislation: Draft legislative text for a "Crown Land Freezing Act" and a 
"Title Transfer Act." 

○​ Sample Injunction Language: Fill-in-the-blanks legal document for restraining 
orders against government resource approvals. 

○​ Map Overlays: Digital map files for public use. 
○​ Media Briefings: Pre-written press releases, talking points, and Q&A documents 

for use by organizers and allied media. 
○​ Model Co-Management Contract: A template for agreements with provincial or 

federal governments on shared management of land and resources during the 
transition phase. 

III. Manifesto & Policy Framework — Return the Land; 
End Crown Rule; Support #Kanatawi Confederation 
Opening statement (direct, uncompromising) 

Canada is a racist imperial construct founded on Crown sovereignty and the dispossession of 
Indigenous nations. Roughly 89% of the country’s land base is legally “Crown land” and the 
Indian Act continues to legally subordinate Indigenous nations while reserve lands occupy 
only a small fraction of the territory set aside for First Nations. The Crown — as an institution 
of monarchical colonial authority — must be removed as a legal barrier to Indigenous 
sovereignty and land restitution. 
Core factual foundation (important legal facts) 



●​ Crown land: About 89% of Canada’s land area is designated Crown land (federal + 
provincial) [1]. The remainder (approx11%) is privately held; federal Crown lands are 
concentrated primarily in the territories. 

●​ Indian Act: Enacted in 1876 and still operative, the Indian Act is the federal legal 
apparatus that governs reserves, Indian status, and many relationships between 
Indigenous peoples and the Canadian state — a paternalistic instrument of control [2, 
3]. 

●​ Aboriginal title legal precedent: The Supreme Court of Canada’s decision in 
Tsilhqot’in Nation v. British Columbia (2014) affirmed that Indigenous peoples can hold 
Aboriginal title over traditional territories — a concrete legal tool for large-scale land 
claims and jurisdictional transfer [4]. 

●​ International standard: Canada has enacted Bill C-15 to implement the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), creating a federal obligation to 
harmonize laws with Indigenous rights (including self-determination and free, prior and 
informed consent) [5, 6]. This is a strategic legal lever for land-restoration policies. 

Strategic goals (high-level) 

●​ Immediate recognition of Indigenous sovereignty: Federal/provincial instruments must 
formally recognize the inherent sovereignty of Indigenous nations over their territories 
and suspend unilateral Crown dispositional authority. 

●​ Return of Crown lands to Indigenous jurisdiction: A phased legal and operational 
transfer of Crown lands (federal & provincial) to Indigenous nations under negotiated 
fiduciary and stewardship arrangements. 

●​ Abolish colonial control instruments: Repeal, replace, or radically transform the Indian 
Act and related statutory frameworks that maintain Crown administrative control over 
Indigenous peoples. 

●​ End symbolic & legal monarchy claims over land: Remove monarchical legal vestiges 
that anchor Crown property doctrine (this requires constitutional strategy and 
transitional governance planning). 

●​ Institutionalize #Kanatawi Confederation structures: Build confederal governance, 
inter-nation economic mechanisms, and international recognition pathways for a 
Kanatawi Confederation of sovereign nations. 

Concrete policy & legal pathway (phase-based operational plan) 

Phase A — Legal groundwork & mobilization (0–2 years) 

●​ Mapping and claims triage: Compile an immediate inventory of Crown lands, treaty 
footprints, and sites of historical occupation; prioritize territories where Aboriginal title 
claims are legally defensible (use Tsilhqot’in standard). 

●​ Use UNDRIP as leverage: Force federal alignment with UNDRIP (Bill C-15) to require 
consultation, FPIC, and legislative harmonization — demand immediate, 
government-funded action plans co-developed with Indigenous signatories. 

●​ Legislative demands: Table model legislation that (a) freezes Crown disposals and 



resource leases on targeted lands; (b) suspends extractive approvals; (c) initiates 
land-transfer negotiations. 

Phase B — Negotiation & title scale-up (2–5 years) 

●​ Strategic title litigation + negotiated settlements: Combine targeted litigation (where 
necessary) using Tsilhqot’in precedent with broad, binding negotiated land-transfer 
frameworks that convey title and jurisdiction to Indigenous polities. 

●​ Repeal/replace Indian Act: Pressure Parliament to co-develop replacement governance 
statutes with Indigenous governments — not minor reforms, but transfer of legal 
competency and property regimes. 

●​ Create transitional governance vehicles: Establish interim confederal administrative 
structures (the #Kanatawi Confederation Secretariat, land trusts, resource co-ops) to 
manage land-transfer logistics and service continuity. 

Phase C — Structural transition & sovereignty normalization (5–15 years) 

●​ Full jurisdictional handover: Phased conveyance of Crown lands to Indigenous 
jurisdictions including full resource management, regulatory authority, and revenue 
rights. Implement land-back on a scale that recognizes original territories. 

●​ Economic restitution & capacity building: Deploy reparations, investment in housing, 
infrastructure, legal systems, land stewardship training, ecological restoration 
programs, and community-owned resource enterprises. 

●​ International recognition & treaties: Seek multilateral recognition of Kanatawi 
governance relationships (UN, OAS, other states) to protect transboundary rights and 
secure trade/aid/partnership frameworks. 

Governance design principles (operational clauses) 

●​ Consent-first & co-development: All plans use Free, Prior and Informed Consent 
(UNDRIP), co-designed with each nation. 

●​ Subsidiarity & cultural jurisdiction: Decisions are taken at the lowest appropriate 
Indigenous governance scale; retain cultural protocols and customary law as primary 
sources. 

●​ Restorative justice & reparations: Land restitution accompanied by cash reparations, 
ownership of natural resource revenues, and community reinvestment funds. 

●​ Environmental stewardship: Transfer includes mandates for ecological restoration, 
Indigenous-led conservation, and climate-resilient land management. 

●​ Rule-of-law transition: Build Indigenous legal institutions (courts, land registries, 
enforcement) to replace colonial administration. 

Tactical actions for organizers & allies (practical playbook) 

●​ Public legal dossier: Publish an evidence dossier (Crown land inventory, map overlays, 
legal precedents, treaty violations). Use it to press governments and inform the public. 

●​ Strategic litigation fund: Pool resources to support title cases and injunctions to freeze 
new exploitation while negotiations proceed. 



●​ Political coalition-building: Align Indigenous governments with sympathetic provincial 
actors, municipal bodies, civil society and international partners to build pressure on 
Ottawa and provincial capitals. 

●​ Communications & narrative: Reframe the debate: land-back is restitution and good 
governance; dismantling Crown rule is a human-rights and governance modernization 
project (use UNDRIP and SCC jurisprudence). 

Risks, legal complexity & reality checks 

●​ Constitutional complexity: The Crown is entrenched in Canada’s constitutional order; 
some legal measures will require complex negotiation, interpretive legal strategies, and 
possibly constitutional amendment or creative use of federal powers. Expect political 
pushback and market volatility. 

●​ Provincial resistance: Much Crown land is provincially controlled; provincial governments 
will resist rapid transfer. Strategy must include provincial engagement and targeted 
leverage (public opinion, litigation, economic alternatives). 

●​ Implementation timeline: Large-scale structural change is multi-year and multi-layered; 
prioritize early wins (land freezes, co-management deals, title declarations) to maintain 
momentum. 

Concrete opening demand language (ready-to-use statement) 

“We demand immediate recognition of Indigenous sovereignty and an end to Crown 
dispossession. We call for a statutory freeze on Crown disposals and resource approvals; 
immediate negotiation of land-transfer frameworks consistent with UNDRIP; the 
co-development of replacement governance laws to retire the Indian Act; and a binding 
roadmap to transfer Crown lands to Indigenous jurisdiction under the #Kanatawi 
Confederation. The Tsilhqot’in decision and UNDRIP provide the legal and moral mandate. 
There is no legitimate claim by a foreign monarch or colonial institution to the lands and 
waters of our nations.” 

Sources (key references) 
[1] Natural Resources Canada - Land and freshwater area by province and territory 
[2] Justice Laws Website - Indian Act 
[3] Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada - The Indian Act Explained 
[4] Supreme Court of Canada - Tsilhqot'in Nation v. British Columbia, 2014 SCC 44 
[5] Justice Laws Website - United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Act 
[6] United Nations - United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 


	Kanatawi Confederation Report 
	I. Executive Summary 
	II. Tactical Roadmap & Organizer's Toolkit 
	A. Legal & Operational Actions 
	B. Prioritized Territories & Mapping 
	C. Communications & Public Narrative 

	III. Manifesto & Policy Framework — Return the Land; End Crown Rule; Support #Kanatawi Confederation 
	Opening statement (direct, uncompromising) 
	Core factual foundation (important legal facts) 
	Strategic goals (high-level) 
	Concrete policy & legal pathway (phase-based operational plan) 
	Phase A — Legal groundwork & mobilization (0–2 years) 
	Phase B — Negotiation & title scale-up (2–5 years) 
	Phase C — Structural transition & sovereignty normalization (5–15 years) 

	Governance design principles (operational clauses) 
	Tactical actions for organizers & allies (practical playbook) 
	Risks, legal complexity & reality checks 
	Concrete opening demand language (ready-to-use statement) 

	Sources (key references) 


