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Executive Summary

Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada from 2015 to 2025, was involved in numerous
controversies that shaped public perception and influenced Canadian domestic and foreign
policy. These ranged from ethics violations and scandals to policy missteps and internal
party conflicts. This report highlights the most significant negative events in his public
life, using open-source intelligence (OSINT) methodologies aligned with the IC OSINT
Strategy 2024-2026.

1 Methodology and Scope

e Sources: Public reports, news archives, government statements, social media, and
investigative journalism.

e Timeframe: 2007-2025

e Limitations: Only verifiable, publicly acknowledged incidents are included.

2 Major Controversies

2.1 Aga Khan Ethics Violation (2017)

Trudeau violated conflict-of-interest rules by accepting a vacation from the Aga Khan on
a private island. The federal ethics commissioner found this to be a breach of Canadian
ethics law.

2.2 WE Charity Scandal (2020)

The Trudeau government awarded a $900M contract to WE Charity, which had personal
ties to Trudeau’s family. An investigation ensued, and although he was not penalized,
the incident damaged public trust.

2.3 Blackface and Brownface Incidents (2019)

Multiple photos and videos surfaced of Trudeau wearing blackface and brownface during
the early 2000s. The revelations prompted international media coverage and domestic
outrage.



2.4 SNC-Lavalin Affair (2019)

Trudeau attempted to influence judicial proceedings to help engineering firm SNC-Lavalin
avoid prosecution. The Ethics Commissioner ruled that Trudeau violated federal ethics
laws.

2.5 COVID-19 Response Criticism (2020-2021)
Trudeau faced criticism for delayed border closures, slow vaccine procurement, and opaque
government contracts during the pandemic.

2.6 Use of Emergencies Act (2022)

In response to the Freedom Convoy protests, Trudeau invoked the Emergencies Act for
the first time in Canadian history. Civil liberties organizations condemned the decision
as government overreach.

2.7 Internal Party Struggles (2023-2025)

e Withdrawal of NDP support in 2024.

e Revolt by 24 Liberal MPs demanding Trudeau’s resignation.

e Resignation of Deputy PM Chrystia Freeland in December 2024.
2.8 India Diplomatic Crisis (2023)

Trudeau accused Indian government agents of involvement in the murder of a Sikh sep-
aratist on Canadian soil. The diplomatic fallout led to a significant deterioration in
bilateral relations.

2.9 China Relations and Interference Allegations (2020—2023)

The Trudeau government was criticized for its tepid response to allegations of Chinese
political interference and for failing to act decisively on trade and security matters.

3 Impact Assessment

Category Impact Level | Description

Public Trust High Erosion due to repeated ethics
scandals

Party Cohesion High Internal divisions, high-profile
resignations

International Standing Moderate Strained relations with India and
China

Electoral Performance Severe Decline in Liberal Party support
led to resignation

Policy Execution Moderate Delays and inconsistencies during
crises




4 Conclusion

Justin Trudeau’s tenure was marked by progressive reforms but deeply impacted by recur-
ring controversies. The accumulation of ethics violations, governance issues, and diplo-
matic mishandlings contributed to his loss of political capital and eventual resignation
in 2025. While Trudeau achieved lasting social policy milestones, his legacy remains
overshadowed by trust erosion and institutional criticism.
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