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Edition

July 2026 Update

4 Executive Summary

This file documents proven criminal convictions, guilty pleas, and active charges against
Irving family entities across environmental, competition, transportation safety, and
media monopoly laws. All cases have been verified against official government records,
court decisions, and verified news sources as of July 2026. While much of their
influence operates legally, this represents the provable criminal record.

Key Totals:
e Total documented fines: ~$8.4M (excluding pending cases)

e Active/pending cases: 2 (Woodstock diesel spill charges; prior NB Southern
Railway resolved April 2019)

o Historical convictions: 8 major cases spanning 1974-2026

_|. Category 1: Environmental Crimes

Case 1: Irving Pulp & Paper — $3.5M Fisheries Act Violation (VERIFIED)

Status: Convicted | Penalty Paid

Guilty Plea Date: October 9, 2018

Sentencing Date: November 5, 2018

Fine: $3.5 million (one of Canada’s largest environmental penalties)

Offence: Three counts under Fisheries Act: 10+ incidents of dumping improperly



treated effluent into the Saint John River (June 2014-August 2016)
¢ Penalty Breakdown:
o $2.34M - Environmental Damages Fund (Government of Canada)

o $1.16M - University of New Brunswick (Canadian Rivers Institute — Atlantic
salmon research and conservation)

e Other Consequences:
o Added to Environmental Offenders Registry

o Required to construct new multimillion-dollar effluent treatment facility within
five years

o Court-ordered corrective measures plan

¢ Notable Context: Originally charged with 15 counts; 12 withdrawn as part of plea
agreement. Trial judge awarded maximum penalty.

e Aggravating Factor: Prior convictions under Fisheries Act in 1999, 2009, and 2010

Sources: Canada.ca (Environment and Climate Change Canada), CBC News, Pulp and
Paper Canada

Case 2: Irving Pulp & Paper - Prior Fisheries Act Offences

status: (/4 Convicted

e 1999: Conviction under Fisheries Act (details: prior conviction referenced in 2018
sentencing)

e 2009: $37,000 fine for releasing black liquor into Saint John River
e 2010: $75,000 fine for additional Fisheries Act violation

e Combined Prior Penalties: $112,000

Case 3: J.D. Irving Ltd. — Migratory Birds Convention Act (VERIFIED)

Status: Convicted | Penalty Paid
¢ Guilty Plea Date: October 20, 2008

o Offence: Destroying approximately eight Great Blue Heron nests during logging



road construction in Lower Cambridge, New Brunswick
Penalty: $60,000 total

o $10,000 fine

o $50,000 donation to Bird Studies Canada (non-profit conservation organization)
Other Consequences:

o Five-year logging ban in affected area

o Required to place heron colony in company’s Unique Areas Program

o 400-metre buffer zone protection order for 5 years

Trial History: Initially pleaded not guilty (2006). Challenged constitutionality of
Migratory Birds Convention Act; challenge dismissed. Eventually entered guilty plea.

Notable Detail: Charges were laid in 2006. Trial was set for October 2008. Judge
Patricia Cumming accepted joint submission and sentencing.

Sources: CBC News, Pulp and Paper Canada, Nature Canada, UNEP Law and
Environment Assistance Platform

Case 4: Irving Oil - Woodstock Diesel Spill (ACTIVE)

Status: ! Charged | Pending Trial

Charges Laid: April 29, 2026
Co-Accused: Grant Enterprises Ltd. (also charged)
Charges: Two counts each under New Brunswick Clean Environment Act
o Count 1: Release of a contaminant into the environment
o Count 2: Failure to immediately report leak/possible leak of petroleum product
Spill Details:
o Initial estimate: ~180,000 litres of diesel

o Revised estimate (April 30, 2026): 201,616 litres recovered from soil around gas
station

o Location: Beardsley Road Irving gas station, Woodstock, New Brunswick

o Discovery: December 2024 (petroleum odours detected in potable well at nearby



Tim Hortons)

o Cause: Equipment failure in fuel storage system; diesel leaked over extended
period before detection

¢ Max Penalty: Up to $1 million per offence (up to $2 million total)
¢ Investigation Findings: 61 violations noted, including unregistered tanks
¢ Next Court Date: July 28, 2026 (plea hearing in Woodstock Provincial Court)

¢ Environmental Response: Monitoring and remediation underway; affected area
under investigation

Sources: Government of New Brunswick (gnb.ca), CBC News, Global News, River Valley
Sun (June 2026)

B Category 2: Price-Fixing & Competition Act Violations

Case 5: Irving Oil — Criminal Price-Fixing Conspiracy (VERIFIED)

Status: Convicted | Penalty Paid
e Charges Laid: September 28, 2012
e Charges: Three criminal counts (retail price maintenance under Competition Act)
o Victoriaville, Thetford Mines, and Sherbrooke, Quebec

¢ Investigation Method: Wiretaps and searches (Competition Bureau investigation,
first made public in 2008)

e Guilty Plea: November 6, 2017 (to one count of retail price maintenance)
e Fine: $287,583

e Company Defence: Blamed “activities of our former employees”

e Broader Cartel Context:

o Total parties charged: 39 individuals + 15 companies (across investigation
period)

o Guilty pleas/convictions to date: 33 individuals + 8 companies
o Fines imposed: Over $4 million

o Prison sentences: 6 individuals sentenced to combined 54 months (community-



based)

¢ Notable: Part of broader Quebec retail gasoline price-fixing conspiracy
investigation spanning multiple years and municipalities

Sources: Competition Bureau Canada (canada.ca), CBC News, Government of Canada,
MLex

&7 Category 3: Transportation Safety Violations

Case 6: Irving Oil — Lac-Mégantic Related Offences (VERIFIED)

Status: Convicted | Penalty Paid
¢ Guilty Plea: October 2017
e Sentencing Date: October 26, 2017

e Charges: 34 counts under Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act (originally
charged; all 34 counts in settlement)

o Offences:

o Failure to properly classify crude oil (misclassified as Packing Group 3 when it
was Packing Group 2)

o Erroneous/inadequate shipping documents

o Inadequate employee training in transportation of dangerous goods
e Total Penalty: $4 million

o $400,320in fines

o $3,599,680 directed to federal safety research programs on dangerous goods
transportation and safety standards

¢ Investigation Trigger: Lac-Mégantic rail disaster, July 6, 2013 (47 people killed)

e Context: Irving Oil imported Bakken shale crude oil (14,000 tank cars, November
2012-July 2013) for its Saint John refinery. Oil was destined for Irving's facility.
Investigation revealed systematic misclassification and documentation failures.

¢ Civil Settlement: Irving Oil also contributed $75 million to wrongful death/class-
action civil settlement (federal government contributed $75 million)

¢ Additional Requirement: Court-ordered corrective measures plan submitted to



Transport Canada

Sources: Transport Canada, CBC News, Globe and Mail, Public Prosecution Service of
Canada, JWN Energy

Case 7: New Brunswick Southern Railway - Transportation of
Dangerous Goods (RESOLVED)

Status: Guilty Pleas (April 18, 2019) | 22 Charges Withdrawn
Original Charges:

e 24 counts total (laid November 2017) under Transportation of Dangerous Goods
Act

¢ 12 counts: Failing to create proper shipping documents for petroleum crude oil
transport

¢ 12 counts: Unqualified personnel handling dangerous goods (crude oil)

e Time Period: November 3, 2012 — July 5, 2013 (approx. 14,000 cars crude
transported)

Resolution (April 18, 2019):
e Guilty Pleas: 2 counts (failing to properly document crude oil tank cargo)
¢ Withdrawn: 22 charges (no prosecution)
¢ Fine: $50,000 total
o $10,000 fine

o $40,000 for research programs in safety standards under Transportation of
Dangerous Goods Act

e Court Assessment: Judge David Walker characterized offences as “documentation
issue” and noted:

o Company co-operated with investigators

o Staff trained well before charges laid (early 2014)

o Offences had “no relation to Lac-Mégantic whatsoever”
o "“"Complex" five-week trial was averted

e Previous Status: Initially pleaded not guilty (April 6, 2018); trial was scheduled for



March 2019

Sources: Transport Canada, CBC News, Public Prosecution Service of Canada (PPSC),
Global News

~_ Category 4: Media Monopoly (Historical)

Case 8: K.C. Irving Ltd. - Combines Investigation Act (VERIFIED)

Status: ! Convicted (1974) - Overturned on Appeal (1975/1976)
e Charges Laid: October 3, 1972
e Trial Conviction Date: January 24, 1974
e Court: New Brunswick Provincial Court

o Offence: Forming a monopoly by acquiring controlling interest in all five English-
language daily newspapers in New Brunswick (September 1948 — November 1971)

o K.C.Irving Ltd.
o New Brunswick Publishing Company Limited
o Moncton Publishing Company Limited
o University Press of New Brunswick Limited
e Trial Outcome: Guilty on all four counts

e Court of Appeal Decision: June 4, 1975 — Convictions overturned; acquittals
directed

e Supreme Court of Canada Decision: 1976 — Appeal dismissed; Supreme Court
upheld the Court of Appeal’s acquittal

e Appeal Reasoning: No evidence that monopoly “harmed public interest” as
required under statute; public detriment not proven

¢ Trial Judge’'s Finding: Trial judge found monopoly existed but court did not find
evidence of public detriment

¢ Notable Context:

o 1969: Senate Committee on Mass Media (Davey Commission) investigated Irving
media concentration and recommended break-up



o 1981: Kent Commission also recommended legislation to break up regional media
monopolies

o 2006: Senate report noted Irving concentration as “unique in Canada”

o 2022:Irving family sold newspapers to Postmedia Network (ending decades of
direct ownership)

Sources: Supreme Court of Canada decisions (R. v. K.C. Irving Ltd.), CBC News,
Brunswick News Inc. (Wikipedia), Nature Canada, Senate reports

@ Category 5: Tax & Financial Offences (Documented, Not
Prosecuted)
Status: (| Investigated | No Criminal Charges

While no criminal tax evasion charges have been laid, documented investigations have
revealed:

o Offshore Tax Havens: Irving family created Bermuda-based insurance company
F.M.A. Ltd. in 1968, accumulating approximately $13.4 million in untaxed income
(1973-2001)

¢ Tax Break Controversy: Irving Oil posted $250 million profit in same year it
secured 25-year tax break from Saint John (exact year unspecified in available
records)

Note: These activities, while legally contentious, have not resulted in criminal
prosecution.

i Category 6: Political Corruption Allegations (Unproven)

Status: (| Under Investigation/Unproven | No Charges
Allegation: $8B Warship Contract

e Context: Irving Shipbuilding secured six-year, $8 billion contract to build Canadian
destroyers (federal procurement)

¢ Allegation: CEO James Irving and lobbyist Greg MacNeil lobbied federal officials 76
times in a single year

e Status: No charges laid; allegations of undue influence remain unproven



e Source: Media investigation; political advocacy criticism

ul Summary of Criminal Record by Category

Environmental Convictions & Penalties

Entity Case
Irving Pulp &

9 P Fisheries Act
Paper
Irving Pulp &

9 P Fisheries Act
Paper
Irving Pulp &

9 P Fisheries Act
Paper
J.D. Irving Ltd. Migratory Birds Act

. . Clean Environment Act

Irving Oil

(spill)

Year(s)

2018

2009

2010

2008

2026

Penalty

$3.5M

$37K

$75K

$60K

Pending ($1M
max)

Environmental Subtotal: $3.722M (excluding pending 2026 case)

Competition & Price-Fixing Convictions

Entity Case

Irving Oil Price-Fixing (Competition Act)

Competition Subtotal: $287,583

Transportation Safety Convictions

Entity Case

Dangerous Goods Act (Lac-

Year

2017

Year

Penalty

$287,583

Penalty

Status

Convicted

Convicted

Convicted

Convicted

Charged

Status

Convicted

Status



Irving Oil Mégantic) 2017 $4M Convicted

NB Southern Guilt
. Dangerous Goods Act 2019 $50K v
Railway Pleas (2/24)

Transportation Subtotal: $4.05M

Media Monopoly (Reversed)

Entity Case Year(s) Outcome Status
K.C. Irving Combines Act 1974 Conviction X Acquitted on
Ltd. (monopoly) reversed Appeal

Media Category: Reversed conviction (not a current penalty)

| COMPLETE PENALTY TALLY

Total Fines & Penalties Paid (Confirmed): ~$8.4 million
¢ Environmental: $3.722M
e Competition: $287,583
e Transportation: $4.05M
Active Cases (Pending):
e Woodstock diesel spill (2026): Max $2M potential

Resolved Cases (2019 & Earlier): All convictions enforced or successfully appealed

4’ Source Verification & Documentation

All cases above are sourced from:
Government of Canada official records:
e canada.ca (Environment and Climate Change Canada)

e Transport Canada



e Competition Bureau Canada

e Public Prosecution Service of Canada (PPSC)
Canadian Court Records:

e Supreme Court of Canada decisions

¢ New Brunswick Provincial Court records

¢ New Brunswick Court of Appeal decisions
Environmental Registry:

e Environmental Offenders Registry (Canada)
Verified News Sources:

e CBC News (Canadian Broadcasting Corporation)

e The Globe and Mail

e Canada's National Observer

e Global News

¢ River Valley Sun

e Pulp and Paper Canada
Secondary Academic & Legal Sources:

Nature Canada

UNEP Law and Environment Assistance Platform

Wikipedia (Brunswick News Inc. corporate history)

Academic legal case commentary (vLex, Legal Information Institute)

> Notes on Verification & Methodology

Verification Approach

This document was fact-checked using:
1. Official government press releases and regulatory records

2. Court decisions and sentencing records



3. News reports from multiple independent sources

4. Cross-reference of dates, amounts, and legal statutes

Known Limitations

o Tax Offences: No criminal charges; civil tax matters may exist but are not included

¢ Regulatory Violations: Administrative/civil penalties not included unless
associated with criminal convictions

¢ Pending Cases: Woodstock diesel charges outcome unknown; summary based on
charges as of July 14, 2026

e Political Allegations: Unproven allegations not counted as “criminal record”

Updates Required

e Woodstock diesel spill case (July 28, 2026 plea hearing and subsequent trials)

¢ Any new charges or convictions filed after July 2026

%% Conclusion

The Irving family entities have accumulated a documented criminal record spanning five
decades (1974-2026) with confirmed penalties exceeding $8 million. While the most
high-profile case (K.C. Irving media monopoly conviction) was reversed on appeal, the
convictions in environmental, competition, and transportation safety matters remain on
record and reflect substantive violations of federal law.

The concentration of violations in environmental and transportation safety domains
suggests systemic compliance issues rather than isolated incidents.

This file is a living document. Updates will be required as the Woodstock diesel
spill case proceeds through the courts.
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