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Abstract

This document presents an Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT)-driven analy-
sis supporting the renaming of the Greater Moncton Area (GMA) to the Greater
Codiac Area. This change is an optimization of existing regional assets (Codiac
Transpo, Codiac Regional RCMP) to achieve three public-facing goals: 1) A
clear, public-facing act of Reconciliation with the Mi’kmaq and Acadian peo-
ple; 2) Establishing a more Cohesive and Equitable Regional Brand for Monc-
ton, Dieppe, and Riverview; and 3) Modernizing the area’s identity for Enhanced
Global Competitiveness. This approach minimizes complexity by focusing on
the regional designation, maximizing public buy-in through transparency.
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1 OSINT Analysis: Situational Assessment

1.1 Current Designation: Greater Moncton Area (GMA)

The current designation suffers from three main vulnerabilities in the public sphere:

• Historical Liability (Dual Context): The name is linked to Colonel Robert
Monckton, a British officer who played a key role in the Acadian Expulsion
(Le Grand Dérangement) and commanded troops during campaigns involving the
destruction of settlements and military conflict against Indigenous peoples
(Mi’kmaq) in the 1750s 1 2 3.

• Branding Fragmentation: The term GMA is Moncton-centric, failing to
equally promote the distinct identities and contributions of Dieppe and Riverview
4.

• Linguistic Complexity: The name ”Moncton” is often cited as difficult to
pronounce for non-native English/French speakers, an unnecessary hurdle
for global campaigns 4.

1.2 The ”Codiac” Asset: A Public-Domain Solution for Recon-
ciliation

The term Codiac (a shortened form of Petitcodiac) is a robust, public-domain name that
is already widely recognized and positively associated with shared civic function.

• Source/Meaning: The name is derived from the Mi’kmaq term Epetkutogoyek,
meaning ”the river that bends like a bow” 5 6. Adopting this name is an ex-
plicit, visible gesture of respect for the land’s original inhabitants and geographical
history.

• Precedent (Pre-Existing Assets): The existence of Codiac Transpo and the
Codiac Regional RCMP provides powerful proof of concept and established
public familiarity with the name for regional cooperation 7 8.

2 Strategic Objectives: Maximizing Public Value

2.1 Goal 1: Comprehensive Reconciliation and Ethical Brand
Integrity

Public Action: Replace the colonial-era regional association with a name rooted in the
Indigenous history of the land, directly addressing the full scope of historical harm against
both Mi’kmaq and Acadians 9.

OSINT Value: This provides clear evidence of the region’s commitment to Truth
and Reconciliation, aligning the brand with modern ethical and social standards.
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2.2 Goal 2: Unifying Regional Governance

Public Action: Establish a neutral, geography-based moniker that equally represents the
entire tri-community (Moncton, Dieppe, and Riverview) 4.

OSINT Value: A neutral brand simplifies regional planning documentation, fos-
ters greater cooperation in governance, and streamlines joint public communica-
tions.

2.3 Goal 3: Modernizing the Global Brand

Public Action: Adopt a unique, concise, and easy-to-recall name for international business
outreach.

OSINT Value: The name Greater Codiac Area is highly marketable, con-
cise, and memorable, enhancing its distinctiveness for investment and immigration
campaigns.

3 Implementation Roadmap (Public Transparency)

Phase Key Action / Deliverable Lead Stakeholders
I Public Consultation & Validation (3-6

Months): Form a transparent Tri-Community
Working Group that includes Mi’kmaq and Aca-
dian community leadership representation. Conduct
open public forums and surveys.

Municipal Councils,
Public Liaisons

II Legal Authorization (6-9 Months): Draft and
publicize the joint resolution/bylaws for all three mu-
nicipal councils and the regional planning authority.
Secure all necessary regulatory approvals.

Legal Departments,
Municipal Councils

III Brand Transition (12-24 Months): Phased
rollout beginning with non-essential communication
(website, marketing materials) followed by adminis-
trative changes (regional planning documents, shared
public signage).

Regional Administra-
tion, Communications

4 Resource and Cost Transparency

Renaming the regional designation minimizes costs compared to a city-name change. Ex-
penses are primarily allocated to communication, re-design, and non-permanent signage.

• Estimated Operational Budget (Placeholder): $XXX,XXX CAD

• Cost Mitigation Strategy: Utilize existing municipal staff where possible. Seek
Federal Reconciliation/Infrastructure Grants to offset major signage and branding
expenses.
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5 Conclusion and Next Steps

The rebranding to the Greater Codiac Area is an **OSINT-validated strategic oppor-
tunity** for the Moncton-Dieppe-Riverview region. It is a unifying, ethical, and practical
action that leverages existing assets for future growth and addresses the full scope of the
controversial historical baggage associated with the Monckton name.

The next step is the immediate public approval and launch of Phase I: Public
Consultation & Validation.

Marie-Soleil Seshat Landry
marielandryspyshop.com
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Appendix A: Supporting Contextual Data

This section provides synthesized data from the external sources to ensure the proposal
is fully standalone and self-supporting.

A.1 Urban Planning and Reconciliation

• Placemaking as Reconciliation: The placemaking movement in Canada is ex-
plicitly working to integrate Indigenous perspectives, acknowledging that colonial
urban planning removed Indigenous peoples and their cultural values from the built
environment. Renaming is considered a form of ”Indigenous placemaking” that re-
stores visibility and cultural influence A B.

• National Trend: The shift away from commemorative names (like Monckton) is
part of a broader national trend to decolonize place names and symbols, as seen
in other Canadian municipalities and institutions (e.g., renaming efforts in Halifax
and Toronto) C .

A.2 Regional Economic and Governance Data

• Fastest Growing Region: The Greater Moncton Census Metropolitan Area
(CMA) was the fastest growing CMA in Canada in 2022 (5.4% annual growth
rate), largely driven by international migration. This rapid growth highlights the
urgency of establishing a clear, competitive, and welcoming regional brand D.

• Shared Governance Precedent: The three municipalities have a proven record
of successful regional cooperation, highlighted by:

– The **Codiac Regional Policing Authority (CRPA)**, which provides co-
ordinated policing services and budget oversight for Moncton, Dieppe, and
Riverview E.

– A **Regional Economic Development Agreement** signed by the three may-
ors and 3+ Corporation to ensure coordinated strategies for job creation and
investment attraction F .

Sources for Appendix A

• A Placemaking, Reconciliation, and Urban Design: Indigenous placemaking
and the built environment: toward transformative urban design (Academic Jour-
nal). https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13574809.2019.1641072

• B Anti-colonial Planning: Anti-colonial community planning and ethical space -
Canadian Commission for UNESCO (Context on planners’ historical role in colonial
violence). https://en.ccunesco.ca/idealab/anticolonial-community-planning-
and-ethical-space

• C Socio-Political Context of Names: To rename or not to rename? Mount A
prof grapples with Canada’s place names in new book (Discusses renaming of places
like Cornwallis Park and Ryerson University). https://www.halifaxexaminer.
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ca/arts-and-culture/local-history/to-rename-or-not-to-rename-mount-a-

prof-grapples-with-canadas-place-names-in-new-book/

• D Municipal Planning and Growth: City of Moncton - Urban Growth Strategy
(Context for future development and planning decisions). https://www5.moncton.
ca/docs/urban-growth-strategy.pdf

• E Regional Governance Precedent: About the CRPA (Codiac Regional Polic-
ing Authority - Details Moncton, Dieppe, Riverview shared governance). https:

//crpa-aprc.ca/crpa/

• F Regional Economic Strategy: Tri-community and 3+ Corporation Sign a Re-
gional Economic Development Agreement (City of Dieppe). https://www.dieppe.
ca/en/nouvelles/dieppe_-moncton_-riverview-et-la-corporation-3-signent-

un-accord-sur-le-dveloppement-conomique-rgion.aspx
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