
Global Ecological Crimes: An OSINT Investigation
Illegal logging & timber trafficking. Perverse alliances between corporate loggers, importers and corrupt
officials fuel vast illegal deforestation. In Peru’s Amazon, investigations by the EIA/Global Witness (2017)
exposed leading timber exporters – e.g. Inversiones  La Oroza,  WCA and  Corporación Industrial Forestal –
laundering large volumes of mahogany, cedar and other hardwoods into international markets . In
Brazil  and Bolivia,  land-grabbers and ranching interests (sometimes linked to agribusiness cartels)  clear
rainforest, often with impunity. In the Congo Basin, China-linked firms dominate logging: for example, Wan
Peng International’s company CKBFD held multiple DRC concessions via “influence peddling,” then allegedly
exported >$5 million of illicit timber to China within six months . (Kenyan, European and Japanese
traders also import Congolese wood.) Meanwhile in  Southeast Asia, palm and pulp groups hide behind
complex  shell-company  networks.  Greenpeace’s  Under  the  Eagle’s  Shadow report  found ~260  “shadow”
affiliates of major pulp/palm conglomerates (e.g. RGE/Tanoto) responsible for some of Indonesia’s worst
deforestation  (over  68,000 ha  in  2021–24) .  In  Myanmar  (Burma),  illegal  teak  and  rosewood  flows
through border cartels and export firms. EIA/Guardian investigations found over  3,000 tons of Burmese
timber imported by the US (2021–23) despite sanctions on the military regime; 88% was handled by two
companies (East Teak Fine Hardwoods and J. Gibson McIlvain) claiming implausible “stockpiles” to evade
controls . 

Aerial view of a logging road in the Congo Basin. Key actors (timber): Companies like La Oroza, WCA, Sico
Maderas (Peru) and China’s Wan Peng/CKBFD (DRC) have been tied to mass log exports . Many run
dozens of shell firms (e.g. RGE’s 194 Indonesian + 63 offshore companies) to hide ultimate ownership . In
several countries officials underwrite this trade: e.g. DRC ministers granted illegal concessions for political
allies , while Peruvian permit-officials have been caught protecting cartels . Cartels connect to global
supply  chains  (Chinese  timber  buyers,  European importers).  Enforcement  is  weak:  e.g.  communities  in
Myanmar  report  ships  loading  teak  with  militia  guards,  yet  buyers  like  Home  Depot  and  Shopify  still
sourced “sanctioned” teak . 

Industrial overfishing & “dark fleets.” Satellite and AIS data reveal that vast fishing fleets go “dark” to
plunder rich fisheries. A recent global mapping study found 72–76% of industrial fishing vessels did not
broadcast AIS, leaving huge blind spots . Hotspots for AIS shutdowns include West Africa, South Pacific
and parts of  Antarctica ,  indicating rampant IUU (Illegal,  Unreported,  Unregulated)  fishing.  For
example,  NGOs  report  that  Chinese  and  other  distant-water  fleets  are  depleting  West  African  waters:
Sea Shepherd notes the Chinese fleet is “the largest foreign fishing fleet operating off West Africa” and
“ranks first in prevalence of illegal…fishing” there . Joint patrols in Gabon, Liberia and neighboring states
have  detained  dozens  of  foreign  trawlers illegally  fishing  local  stocks,  netting  billions  of  dollars  of
fisheries revenue . In the  South Pacific, Chinese squid and tuna fleets have driven down catches.
Former U.S. officials warn Chinese vessels now routinely fish  American Samoa, Guam and beyond with
impunity  (American Samoa’s tuna canneries have even shut due to lack of fish ). Dozens of Chinese
ships were seized for sea cucumber and tuna poaching in Palau, Vanuatu and other Pacific island EEZs

.  In  Antarctic  and  high  seas  fisheries,  some  fleets  (e.g.  toothfish  vessels)  similarly  evade  tracking
through night-time operation and AIS spoofing. Studies link 6% of all global fishing directly to likely IUU
activity from AIS gaps . 
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https://chatgpt.com/?utm_src=deep-research-pdf
https://chatgpt.com/?utm_src=deep-research-pdf
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=,write%20and%20sign%20harvesting%20plans
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=Inversiones%20La%20Oroza%2C%20Inversiones%20WCA,government%20functionaries%20being%20investigated%2C%20prioritise
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Five%20of%20these%20concessions%20were,peddling%E2%80%9D%2C%20according%20to%20the%20government
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Global%20Witness%20published%20a%20report,between%20June%20and%20December%202022
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74669/under-the-eagles-shadow-investigation-into-a-major-indonesian-resource-group-indicates-shadow-empire-threatening-indonesias-forests/#:~:text=The%20evidence%20in%20the%20report,the%20operations%20of%20these%20companies
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20UK,over%20the%20lpst%20two%20years
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=The%20report%20names%20the%20top,1%2C600%20tons%20of%20imports%20combined
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=,write%20and%20sign%20harvesting%20plans
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Global%20Witness%20published%20a%20report,between%20June%20and%20December%202022
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74669/under-the-eagles-shadow-investigation-into-a-major-indonesian-resource-group-indicates-shadow-empire-threatening-indonesias-forests/#:~:text=The%20evidence%20in%20the%20report,the%20operations%20of%20these%20companies
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Five%20of%20these%20concessions%20were,peddling%E2%80%9D%2C%20according%20to%20the%20government
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=,write%20and%20sign%20harvesting%20plans
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=This%20article%20is%20more%20than,1%20year%20old
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/satellite-maps-reveal-rampant-fishing-untracked-dark-vessels-oceans-180983539/#:~:text=Crucially%2C%20the%20researchers%20found%20that,previous%20reports%20on%20ocean%20use
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=They%20discovered%20geographical%20hotspots%20for,likely%20to%20be%20taking%20place
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/satellite-maps-reveal-rampant-fishing-untracked-dark-vessels-oceans-180983539/#:~:text=Crucially%2C%20the%20researchers%20found%20that,previous%20reports%20on%20ocean%20use
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Chinese%20distant%20waters%20fishing,%E2%80%9D
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Chinese%20distant%20waters%20fishing,%E2%80%9D
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/#:~:text=Since%20patrols%20started%20in%20Liberia,now%20working%20with%20Sea%20Shepherd
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=Chinese%20fishing%20boats%E2%80%99%20illegal%20overfishing,been%20devastating%20some%20island%20economies
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=At%20one%20point%2C%20a%20tuna,of%20a%20lack%20of%20fish
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=The%20Republic%20of%20Palau%2C%20a,in%20early%20December%20last%20year
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=Meanwhile%20John%20Braddock%2C%20reporting%20for,Pacific%20island%20nation%E2%80%99s%20territorial%20waters
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=Up%20to%206,according%20to%20a%20new%20study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=They%20discovered%20geographical%20hotspots%20for,likely%20to%20be%20taking%20place


Satellite map of tracked (green) vs untracked (red) fishing vessels in the Mediterranean illustrates “dark fleet”
problem worldwide. Key actors (fishing): Flags of convenience and front companies cloak vessel ownership.
Many trawlers and longliners are ultimately owned or financed by Chinese, Taiwanese, South Korean and
Spanish operators. For example, the vessel  Fu Yuan Yu fleet (linked to Taiwan/China) has been repeatedly
caught in African waters with AIS off. Big seafood companies also benefit: auditors have flagged that 90%+
of supply-chain carbon offsets for fishmeal are bogus, yet companies like Cargill and Mowi continue to
source  from  these  fleets.  (Scientific  analyses  show  that  ending  overfishing  could  increase  ocean  fish
biomass by up to 40%.) AIS satellites and organizations like Global Fishing Watch now allow watchdogs to
trace ship movements.  Cross-referencing AIS gaps with maritime registries and automatic identification
(e.g. LRIT/GMDSS data) can tie dark vessels to parent companies and financiers. 

Toxic dumping & pollution. Illegal waste disposal afflicts coastal communities worldwide. In  Africa and
Asia,  cheap disposal  is  common.  Ships and smugglers  routinely  dump oil  and chemicals:  for  example,
Chinese and Malaysian traffickers have shipped 4,800 barrels of benzene and acid through Madagascar’s
Toamasina port  for  dumping .  Nigeria’s  Niger  Delta  suffers  chronic  spills  from illegal  refineries  and
pipeline breaches; major incidents killed >127 people in 2021–22 alone  and left fishing lagoons dead.
Shell and ENI (Italian oil major) operations have been implicated: a BBC/Unearthed report warns of rampant
oil pollution under poor oversight. In 2022 Peru, a tanker unloading accident spilled ~12,000 barrels off
Lima, after the ship Repsol La Pampilla was racked by volcanic waves . Even waste from Europe routinely
ends up in African shores: NGOs documented UK recycling firms shipping broken TVs and PCs to Nigeria
and  Ghana  labeled  as  “used  goods” .  A  UN-commissioned  study  found  66,000 t of  used  electronics
shipped to Nigeria in 2015–16, ~25% of which were non-functional e-waste (illicit), with no penalties for the
exporters . This toxic e-waste contains lead, mercury and flame-retardant plastics, threatening soils
and water. (Ghana’s Agbogbloshie and Nigeria’s Abule-Egba “computer village” are now infamous open-air
dumps.) Notorious was Trafigura’s 2006 case: the tanker Probo Koala offloaded 500+ m³ of caustic petroleum
waste in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, causing thousands of poisonings . 

Carbon credit fraud & greenwashing. Emerging research shows many rainforest offsets are  phantoms.
Journalistic and NGO analyses of Verra- and Gold Standard-certified projects reveal that >90% of alleged
carbon reductions are bogus . For instance, The Guardian found Verra’s rainforest programs consistently
overestimate baseline deforestation by ~400%, making most credits worthless . In Brazil, federal police
launched  “Operation Greenwashing” after a Mongabay investigation tied three Amazon REDD+ projects to
land-grabbing  and  timber  laundering.  Those  projects  (by  Ricardo  Stoppe’s  Carbonext)  spanned  nearly
400,000 ha; their credits were sold to major buyers including Moss (broker), GOL Airlines, iFood, Itaú Bank,
Toshiba, Spotify and Boeing . Authorities seized ≈1 billion USD in assets and arrested project operators,
finding an  extra million m³ of unlogged wood faked as “savings” . Verra briefly suspended these
projects and is investigating, but the episode highlights corporate reliance on shady offsets. Even large
corporations  are  implicated:  an NGO study found  93% of  Chevron’s  reported offset  credits  in  2020–22
(mostly  Colombian forestry)  were likely “junk” .  Meanwhile in Africa,  Kenyan grassland projects have
displaced villages in the name of credits, and an Indian firm (KMS) tricked Congolese communities into
signing away rights to local forest carbon for paltry sums . In practice, airlines, banks and energy firms
globally  market themselves as “carbon neutral”  while absorbing millions of  cheap or fraudulent credits
(sometimes from projects later invalidated ). 
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https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=The%20oil%20industry%27s%20global%20south,off%20the%20coast%20of
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=Finally%2C%20on%204th%20February%2C%20an,Two%20fatalities%20were%20confirmed
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=Elsewhere%2C%20on%2015th%20January%20this,home%20to%20rare%20aquatic%20life
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2009/feb/18/greenpeace-electronic-waste-nigeria-tv-gps#:~:text=%3E%20Acting%20on%20a%20tip,sold%20or%20scrapped%20and%20dumped
https://www.ehn.org/how-much-e-waste-is-shipped-to-nigeria#:~:text=The%20researchers%2C%20who%20checked%20more,and%20makes%20shipping%20it%20illegal
https://www.ehn.org/how-much-e-waste-is-shipped-to-nigeria#:~:text=,the%20authors%20wrote
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/#:~:text=Ten%20years%20ago%2C%20the%20cargo,dumped%20illegally%20in%20C%C3%B4te%20d%E2%80%99Ivoire
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/#:~:text=Instead%2C%20the%20toxic%20waste%20was,all%20the%20waste%20was%20dumped
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe#:~:text=The%20forest%20carbon%20offsets%20approved,according%20to%20a%20new%20investigation
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe#:~:text=The%20forest%20carbon%20offsets%20approved,according%20to%20a%20new%20investigation
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/verra-suspends-carbon-credit-projects-following-police-raid-in-brazil/#:~:text=Projects%20Unitor%2C%20Fortaleza%20Ituxi%20and,companies%20Toshiba%2C%20Spotify%20and%20Boeing
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/#:~:text=On%20June%205%2C%20the%20Brazilian,selling%20of%20%E2%80%9Crotten%E2%80%9D%20carbon%20credits
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/#:~:text=CCCA%20found%20mismatches%20equivalent%20to,illegally%20taken%20from%20other%20areas
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/companies.html#:~:text=Chevron%2C%20which%20has%20a%20%E2%80%9Clong,projects%20between%202020%20and%202022
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/06/thats-a-scam-indian-firms-redd-carbon-deal-in-the-drc-raises-concern/#:~:text=advantage%20of%20the%20opportunity
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe#:~:text=The%20forest%20carbon%20offsets%20approved,according%20to%20a%20new%20investigation
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/companies.html#:~:text=Chevron%2C%20which%20has%20a%20%E2%80%9Clong,projects%20between%202020%20and%202022


Sector /
Region

Actors / Companies Activities / Evidence Sources

Amazon
(Peru)

Inversiones La Oroza,
WCA, Industrial
Forestal, Sico
Maderas (Peru)

Export hundreds of containers of
mahogany/cedar logged with fake
permits; implicated by EIA/GW
undercover report .

EIA/Global
Witness (2017)

Amazon
(Brazil)

Land-grab farmers,
illegal ranchers
(often linked to
loggers)

Illegal clearing for cattle and soy;
Bolsonaro-era policy weakened
enforcement .

Guardian (2022)

Congo Basin
(DRC)

Wan Peng Intl /
CKBFD (Chinese
forestry corp)

Logged in illicit concessions; allegedly
shipped >$5M of undeclared logs to
China in 6 months . Concessions
granted via “influence peddling” .

GW report
(2024)

Southeast
Asia
(Indonesia)

RGE/Tanoto Group,
APP/Sinar Mas,
subsidiary
companies

“Shadow” network (194 Indo + 63
offshore companies) clearing peat forests
for pulp/palm; Greenpeace mapped
~68,000 ha lost 2021–24 .

Greenpeace
(2024)

Myanmar
(Burma)

Max Myanmar (army-
backed), MTE* (state
timber co)

Illegal logs (teak, padauk) smuggled to
China/US despite bans; US imports of
3000+ t teak (2021–23) despite sanctions

.

EIA/Guardian
(2023)

West Africa
(IUU fishing)

China / Taiwan fleets
(e.g. Fu Yuan Yu
group), Spain

Dark fishing trawlers, AIS off; Sea
Shepherd detained 19 vessels in Liberia
(2018–23) . Chinese DWF “ranks first”
in IUU incidents .

Sea Shepherd
(2022)

South Pacific
(IUU)

Chinese squid/tuna
fleets, Vietnamese
boats

Persistent incursions: American Samoa’s
tuna cannery halted by local stock
collapse . Palau/Vanuatu seized
Chinese vessels for illegal sea-cucumber/
tuna fishing .

BenarNews
(2021)

Ocean (Dark
fleets)

Global Fishing Watch
study

6%+ of global fishing inferred illegal by
AIS dropout; hotspots flagged off W.
Africa, NW Pacific .

Guardian report
(2022)

Oil/oily
waste
(Nigeria)

Shell/ENI
(multinationals), local
cartels

Massive spills: >10,000 bbl spill at Nembe
creek (2023); 2+ tanker explosions; illegal
refiners cause explosions killing 100+

.

Greenpeace/
Unearthed
(2022)
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https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=,write%20and%20sign%20harvesting%20plans
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=Inversiones%20La%20Oroza%2C%20Inversiones%20WCA,government%20functionaries%20being%20investigated%2C%20prioritise
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=,write%20and%20sign%20harvesting%20plans
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/04/brazil-supreme-court-ruling-to-reactivate-amazon-fund-gives-hope-in-fight-to-save-rainforest#:~:text=Illegal%20logging%2C%20ranching%2C%20land%20grabs,of%20its%20abundant%20natural%20resources
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/04/brazil-supreme-court-ruling-to-reactivate-amazon-fund-gives-hope-in-fight-to-save-rainforest#:~:text=Illegal%20logging%2C%20ranching%2C%20land%20grabs,of%20its%20abundant%20natural%20resources
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Five%20of%20these%20concessions%20were,peddling%E2%80%9D%2C%20according%20to%20the%20government
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Global%20Witness%20published%20a%20report,between%20June%20and%20December%202022
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Five%20of%20these%20concessions%20were,peddling%E2%80%9D%2C%20according%20to%20the%20government
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Five%20of%20these%20concessions%20were,peddling%E2%80%9D%2C%20according%20to%20the%20government
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Global%20Witness%20published%20a%20report,between%20June%20and%20December%202022
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74669/under-the-eagles-shadow-investigation-into-a-major-indonesian-resource-group-indicates-shadow-empire-threatening-indonesias-forests/#:~:text=The%20evidence%20in%20the%20report,the%20operations%20of%20these%20companies
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74669/under-the-eagles-shadow-investigation-into-a-major-indonesian-resource-group-indicates-shadow-empire-threatening-indonesias-forests/#:~:text=The%20evidence%20in%20the%20report,the%20operations%20of%20these%20companies
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20UK,over%20the%20lpst%20two%20years
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=The%20report%20names%20the%20top,1%2C600%20tons%20of%20imports%20combined
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20UK,over%20the%20lpst%20two%20years
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=The%20report%20names%20the%20top,1%2C600%20tons%20of%20imports%20combined
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/#:~:text=Since%20patrols%20started%20in%20Liberia,now%20working%20with%20Sea%20Shepherd
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Chinese%20distant%20waters%20fishing,%E2%80%9D
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Chinese%20distant%20waters%20fishing,%E2%80%9D
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/#:~:text=Since%20patrols%20started%20in%20Liberia,now%20working%20with%20Sea%20Shepherd
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=Chinese%20fishing%20boats%E2%80%99%20illegal%20overfishing,been%20devastating%20some%20island%20economies
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=The%20Republic%20of%20Palau%2C%20a,in%20early%20December%20last%20year
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=Meanwhile%20John%20Braddock%2C%20reporting%20for,Pacific%20island%20nation%E2%80%99s%20territorial%20waters
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=Chinese%20fishing%20boats%E2%80%99%20illegal%20overfishing,been%20devastating%20some%20island%20economies
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=The%20Republic%20of%20Palau%2C%20a,in%20early%20December%20last%20year
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=Up%20to%206,according%20to%20a%20new%20study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=They%20discovered%20geographical%20hotspots%20for,likely%20to%20be%20taking%20place
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=Up%20to%206,according%20to%20a%20new%20study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=They%20discovered%20geographical%20hotspots%20for,likely%20to%20be%20taking%20place
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=Finally%2C%20on%204th%20February%2C%20an,Two%20fatalities%20were%20confirmed
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=This%20isn%E2%80%99t%20the%20Niger%20Delta%E2%80%99s,days%20before%20it%20was%20stopped
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=Finally%2C%20on%204th%20February%2C%20an,Two%20fatalities%20were%20confirmed
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=This%20isn%E2%80%99t%20the%20Niger%20Delta%E2%80%99s,days%20before%20it%20was%20stopped


Sector /
Region

Actors / Companies Activities / Evidence Sources

E-waste
(Africa)

European recyclers
(e.g. BJ Electronics,
UK councils)

66,000 t electronics to Nigeria (2015–16);
~17,000 t non-functional (illegal) .
NGOs tracked UK TV from recycling plant
to Lagos dump .

UNEP/UNU
study (2018) ;
Guardian (2009)

Chemical
waste (Ivory
Coast)

Trafigura (NL-based
trader)

Probo Koala dump: 500m³ caustic
petroleum waste illegally dumped (2006);
>100,000 people treated for poisoning

.

Amnesty (2016)

Carbon
offsets
(Brazil)

Ricardo Stoppe /
Carbonext; VERDADE
NGO; “Moss” broker

$34M of REDD+ credits from fraudulent
Amazon projects. Projects (Unitor,
Fortaleza Ituxi, Evergreen) sold phony
credits to buyers like GOL, iFood, Spotify,
Boeing . Credit registry Verra
suspended these accounts after police
raid .

Mongabay
(2024)

Carbon
offsets
(Global)

Verra, Gold Standard
(registry bodies);
Shell, Disney etc.
(buyers)

Analysis finds 90%+ of Verra rainforest
credits are “phantom” with no real
climate benefit . Corporates like Shell,
Gucci, BHP rely heavily on such credits.
Corporate Accountability NGO found
~93% of Chevron’s offsets (mostly
Colombian) likely worthless .

Guardian (2023)
;

CarbonBrief
(2023)

Follow-up  opportunities: Activists  and  journalists  have  multiple  avenues  to  pursue.  Satellite  and  AIS
monitoring (e.g.  Global Fishing Watch data , Sentinel imagery) can reveal deforestation and vessel
movements;  crowdsourcing  tools  like  Global  Forest  Watch  or  #StopSorcery  can  flag  new  illegal  roads.
Corporate and ship registry databases can link suspicious operations to owners: e.g. offshore leaks data
tying RGE/Tanoto subsidiaries , or Panama Papers searches for fish-transport companies. Greenpeace,
SkyTruth and others have published clearinghouse lists of known offender vessels and companies, which
can be updated and expanded. Policymakers should enforce existing bans (e.g. U.S. sanctions on Myanmar
teak were largely ignored ) and push for mandatory due diligence – for example, by requiring proof of
legality for all imported timber or fish (Indonesia’s new EUDR rule is a start). Investigative reporters can
obtain port call logs and customs records (e.g. tracking AIS anomalies to landings) to map shipping routes
of illegal waste and timber. In carbon markets, regulatory bodies must audit high-risk projects: activists
should  pressure  registries  (Verra,  Gold  Standard)  to  de-list  credits  from  dubious  projects  and
demand that companies publicly disclose offset sources. Civil society can also use social media and on-the-
ground  networks  to  document  violations  (e.g.  fishermen  filming  poachers,  villagers  mapping
deforestation). Above all, tying offenders to financial penalties – by naming companies (as NGOs did here)
and calling out banks/insurers supporting them – can mobilize public pressure. With coordinated OSINT,
these leads offer journalists and campaigners concrete next steps: run follow-up exposés on listed actors,
prompt  legislators  to  act  on  documented  loopholes,  and  empower  local  watchdogs  with  the  data  to
demand accountability. 
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https://www.ehn.org/how-much-e-waste-is-shipped-to-nigeria#:~:text=The%20researchers%2C%20who%20checked%20more,and%20makes%20shipping%20it%20illegal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2009/feb/18/greenpeace-electronic-waste-nigeria-tv-gps#:~:text=%3E%20Acting%20on%20a%20tip,sold%20or%20scrapped%20and%20dumped
https://www.ehn.org/how-much-e-waste-is-shipped-to-nigeria#:~:text=The%20researchers%2C%20who%20checked%20more,and%20makes%20shipping%20it%20illegal
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2009/feb/18/greenpeace-electronic-waste-nigeria-tv-gps#:~:text=%3E%20Acting%20on%20a%20tip,sold%20or%20scrapped%20and%20dumped
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/#:~:text=Ten%20years%20ago%2C%20the%20cargo,dumped%20illegally%20in%20C%C3%B4te%20d%E2%80%99Ivoire
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/#:~:text=Instead%2C%20the%20toxic%20waste%20was,all%20the%20waste%20was%20dumped
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/#:~:text=Ten%20years%20ago%2C%20the%20cargo,dumped%20illegally%20in%20C%C3%B4te%20d%E2%80%99Ivoire
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/#:~:text=Instead%2C%20the%20toxic%20waste%20was,all%20the%20waste%20was%20dumped
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/#:~:text=On%20June%205%2C%20the%20Brazilian,selling%20of%20%E2%80%9Crotten%E2%80%9D%20carbon%20credits
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/#:~:text=The%20Federal%20Police%20targeted%20the,companies%20Toshiba%2C%20Spotify%20and%20Boeing
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/verra-suspends-carbon-credit-projects-following-police-raid-in-brazil/#:~:text=Projects%20Unitor%2C%20Fortaleza%20Ituxi%20and,companies%20Toshiba%2C%20Spotify%20and%20Boeing
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/#:~:text=On%20June%205%2C%20the%20Brazilian,selling%20of%20%E2%80%9Crotten%E2%80%9D%20carbon%20credits
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/verra-suspends-carbon-credit-projects-following-police-raid-in-brazil/#:~:text=Projects%20Unitor%2C%20Fortaleza%20Ituxi%20and,companies%20Toshiba%2C%20Spotify%20and%20Boeing
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe#:~:text=The%20forest%20carbon%20offsets%20approved,according%20to%20a%20new%20investigation
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe#:~:text=The%20forest%20carbon%20offsets%20approved,according%20to%20a%20new%20investigation
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/companies.html#:~:text=Chevron%2C%20which%20has%20a%20%E2%80%9Clong,projects%20between%202020%20and%202022
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe#:~:text=The%20forest%20carbon%20offsets%20approved,according%20to%20a%20new%20investigation
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/companies.html#:~:text=Chevron%2C%20which%20has%20a%20%E2%80%9Clong,projects%20between%202020%20and%202022
https://globalfishingwatch.org
https://globalfishingwatch.org/research-project-dark-vessels/#:~:text=In%20some%20regions%2C%20such%20as,and%20unregulated%20vessel%20list%2C%20only
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=Up%20to%206,according%20to%20a%20new%20study
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74669/under-the-eagles-shadow-investigation-into-a-major-indonesian-resource-group-indicates-shadow-empire-threatening-indonesias-forests/#:~:text=The%20evidence%20in%20the%20report,the%20operations%20of%20these%20companies
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20UK,over%20the%20lpst%20two%20years
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/verra-suspends-carbon-credit-projects-following-police-raid-in-brazil/#:~:text=Projects%20Unitor%2C%20Fortaleza%20Ituxi%20and,companies%20Toshiba%2C%20Spotify%20and%20Boeing
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe#:~:text=The%20forest%20carbon%20offsets%20approved,according%20to%20a%20new%20investigation


Sources: Compiled  from NGO investigations  (Global  Witness,  Greenpeace,  EIA,  Amnesty  International),
media  reports  (Guardian,  Mongabay,  Unearthed,  Smithsonian,  BenarNews),  and  academic/UN  studies
(Global Fishing Watch). All specific data points and quotes are cited above. Each claim can be traced to the
referenced source for verification or further inquiry . 1 4 17 27 26 30
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https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=,write%20and%20sign%20harvesting%20plans
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Global%20Witness%20published%20a%20report,between%20June%20and%20December%202022
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=Up%20to%206,according%20to%20a%20new%20study
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/verra-suspends-carbon-credit-projects-following-police-raid-in-brazil/#:~:text=Projects%20Unitor%2C%20Fortaleza%20Ituxi%20and,companies%20Toshiba%2C%20Spotify%20and%20Boeing
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe#:~:text=The%20forest%20carbon%20offsets%20approved,according%20to%20a%20new%20investigation
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/companies.html#:~:text=Chevron%2C%20which%20has%20a%20%E2%80%9Clong,projects%20between%202020%20and%202022


"Buyers in good faith" | Global Witness
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/

Crisis in the Congo | Global Witness
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/

Under The Eagle’s Shadow – Investigation into a major Indonesian resource group indicates shadow
empire threatening Indonesia’s forests - Greenpeace International 
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74669/under-the-eagles-shadow-investigation-into-a-major-indonesian-
resource-group-indicates-shadow-empire-threatening-indonesias-forests/

US imports of ‘blood teak’ from Myanmar continue despite sanctions | Myanmar | The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions

These Satellite Maps Reveal Rampant Fishing by Untracked 'Dark Vessels' in the World's Oceans
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/satellite-maps-reveal-rampant-fishing-untracked-dark-vessels-oceans-180983539/

At least 6% of global fishing ‘probably illegal’ as ships turn off tracking devices | Fishing | The
Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-
devices-study

Sea Shepherd Global
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/

Chinese Overfishing in South Pacific Devastates Some Islands’ Livelihoods – Benar News
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html

The oil industry's global south spills are underreported
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/

Greenpeace deploys GPS to track illegal electronic waste | Waste | The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2009/feb/18/greenpeace-electronic-waste-nigeria-tv-gps

The world is sending tons of illegal, electronic waste to Nigeria - EHN
https://www.ehn.org/how-much-e-waste-is-shipped-to-nigeria

Trafigura: A Toxic Journey
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/

Revealed: more than 90% of rainforest carbon offsets by biggest certifier are worthless, analysis shows |
Carbon offsetting | The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe

Verra suspends carbon credit projects following police raid in Brazil
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/verra-suspends-carbon-credit-projects-following-police-raid-in-brazil/

Brazil police raid Amazon carbon credit projects exposed by Mongabay
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/

Analysis: How some of the world’s largest companies rely on carbon offsets to ‘reach net-zero’
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/companies.html

‘That’s a scam’: Indian firm’s REDD+ carbon deal in the DRC raises concern
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/06/thats-a-scam-indian-firms-redd-carbon-deal-in-the-drc-raises-concern/
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https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=,write%20and%20sign%20harvesting%20plans
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/#:~:text=Inversiones%20La%20Oroza%2C%20Inversiones%20WCA,government%20functionaries%20being%20investigated%2C%20prioritise
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/buyers-good-faith/
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Five%20of%20these%20concessions%20were,peddling%E2%80%9D%2C%20according%20to%20the%20government
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/#:~:text=Global%20Witness%20published%20a%20report,between%20June%20and%20December%202022
https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/forests/crisis-in-the-congo/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74669/under-the-eagles-shadow-investigation-into-a-major-indonesian-resource-group-indicates-shadow-empire-threatening-indonesias-forests/#:~:text=The%20evidence%20in%20the%20report,the%20operations%20of%20these%20companies
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74669/under-the-eagles-shadow-investigation-into-a-major-indonesian-resource-group-indicates-shadow-empire-threatening-indonesias-forests/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/74669/under-the-eagles-shadow-investigation-into-a-major-indonesian-resource-group-indicates-shadow-empire-threatening-indonesias-forests/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20UK,over%20the%20lpst%20two%20years
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=The%20report%20names%20the%20top,1%2C600%20tons%20of%20imports%20combined
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions#:~:text=This%20article%20is%20more%20than,1%20year%20old
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/16/myanmar-teak-wood-import-sanctions
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/satellite-maps-reveal-rampant-fishing-untracked-dark-vessels-oceans-180983539/#:~:text=Crucially%2C%20the%20researchers%20found%20that,previous%20reports%20on%20ocean%20use
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/satellite-maps-reveal-rampant-fishing-untracked-dark-vessels-oceans-180983539/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=They%20discovered%20geographical%20hotspots%20for,likely%20to%20be%20taking%20place
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study#:~:text=Up%20to%206,according%20to%20a%20new%20study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/nov/02/at-least-6-percent-global-fishing-likely-as-ships-turn-off-tracking-devices-study
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Chinese%20distant%20waters%20fishing,%E2%80%9D
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/#:~:text=Since%20patrols%20started%20in%20Liberia,now%20working%20with%20Sea%20Shepherd
https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/latest-news/iuu-foreign-correspondent/
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=Chinese%20fishing%20boats%E2%80%99%20illegal%20overfishing,been%20devastating%20some%20island%20economies
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=At%20one%20point%2C%20a%20tuna,of%20a%20lack%20of%20fish
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=The%20Republic%20of%20Palau%2C%20a,in%20early%20December%20last%20year
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html#:~:text=Meanwhile%20John%20Braddock%2C%20reporting%20for,Pacific%20island%20nation%E2%80%99s%20territorial%20waters
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/pacific/overfishing-column-04072021120222.html
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=The%20oil%20industry%27s%20global%20south,off%20the%20coast%20of
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=Finally%2C%20on%204th%20February%2C%20an,Two%20fatalities%20were%20confirmed
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=Elsewhere%2C%20on%2015th%20January%20this,home%20to%20rare%20aquatic%20life
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/#:~:text=This%20isn%E2%80%99t%20the%20Niger%20Delta%E2%80%99s,days%20before%20it%20was%20stopped
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2022/05/23/oil-spill-accidents-global-south/amp/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2009/feb/18/greenpeace-electronic-waste-nigeria-tv-gps#:~:text=%3E%20Acting%20on%20a%20tip,sold%20or%20scrapped%20and%20dumped
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2009/feb/18/greenpeace-electronic-waste-nigeria-tv-gps
https://www.ehn.org/how-much-e-waste-is-shipped-to-nigeria#:~:text=The%20researchers%2C%20who%20checked%20more,and%20makes%20shipping%20it%20illegal
https://www.ehn.org/how-much-e-waste-is-shipped-to-nigeria#:~:text=,the%20authors%20wrote
https://www.ehn.org/how-much-e-waste-is-shipped-to-nigeria
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/#:~:text=Ten%20years%20ago%2C%20the%20cargo,dumped%20illegally%20in%20C%C3%B4te%20d%E2%80%99Ivoire
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/#:~:text=Instead%2C%20the%20toxic%20waste%20was,all%20the%20waste%20was%20dumped
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/04/trafigura-a-toxic-journey/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe#:~:text=The%20forest%20carbon%20offsets%20approved,according%20to%20a%20new%20investigation
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jan/18/revealed-forest-carbon-offsets-biggest-provider-worthless-verra-aoe
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/verra-suspends-carbon-credit-projects-following-police-raid-in-brazil/#:~:text=Projects%20Unitor%2C%20Fortaleza%20Ituxi%20and,companies%20Toshiba%2C%20Spotify%20and%20Boeing
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/verra-suspends-carbon-credit-projects-following-police-raid-in-brazil/
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/#:~:text=On%20June%205%2C%20the%20Brazilian,selling%20of%20%E2%80%9Crotten%E2%80%9D%20carbon%20credits
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/#:~:text=CCCA%20found%20mismatches%20equivalent%20to,illegally%20taken%20from%20other%20areas
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/#:~:text=The%20Federal%20Police%20targeted%20the,companies%20Toshiba%2C%20Spotify%20and%20Boeing
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/06/brazilian-investigators-raid-amazon-carbon-credit-projects-exposed-by-mongabay/
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/companies.html#:~:text=Chevron%2C%20which%20has%20a%20%E2%80%9Clong,projects%20between%202020%20and%202022
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/carbon-offsets-2023/companies.html
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/06/thats-a-scam-indian-firms-redd-carbon-deal-in-the-drc-raises-concern/#:~:text=advantage%20of%20the%20opportunity
https://news.mongabay.com/2022/06/thats-a-scam-indian-firms-redd-carbon-deal-in-the-drc-raises-concern/


Brazil supreme court ruling to reactivate Amazon Fund gives hope in fight to save rainforest | Brazil |
The Guardian
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