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Dedication

To the truth-seekers, whistleblowers, red teamers, ethical hackers, investigative
researchers, and quiet warriors of verification. You are the firewall between facts and

fiction.
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Foreword

We live in an age where information is weaponized, attention is hijacked, and consensus
is gamified. In this chaotic landscape, the ability to corroborate—truly, independently
validate what is real—is not just a technical skill. It is a civic superpower.

As a spymaster, intelligence professional, and founder of a sustainable surveillance
company, I’ve seen firsthand how misinformation corrodes trust, collapses institutions,
and manipulates entire populations. Corroboration is our first line of defense. It’s not
about being paranoid; it’s about being precise.

This book was born from thousands of hours conducting OSINT and HUMINT
operations, training professionals, and developing AI systems to augment truth detection.
But more than that, it’s a practical gift to anyone who values clarity over noise, action
over assumption, and integrity over ideology.

Whether you’re an intelligence analyst, a business executive, a scientist, a journalist, or
just someone tired of lies disguised as news, this guide will walk you step-by-step through
how to validate information, sources, claims, and even your own conclusions.

We do not verify to win arguments—we verify to avoid falsehoods. Verification is
liberation. Corroboration is power.

-Spymaster Marie Seshat Landry
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Preface

Truth is not self-evident. It is built, brick by brick, through methodical questioning,
triangulation, and relentless curiosity. This book was designed to teach you exactly how to
do that—using the proven techniques of OSINT, HUMINT, scientific rigor, and field-tested
verification strategies from across industries.

Corroboration isn’t about trusting nothing. It’s about trusting wisely. It’s about
giving you a personal framework to survive and thrive in a data-saturated, deception-rich
world.

I’ve compiled this guide from decades of operational intelligence, citizen science,
business consulting, and AI system design. It contains strategic frameworks and field-
ready checklists alike. Some pages are philosophical; others are tactical. All are meant to
be used, not just read.

The end goal? A culture of high-integrity inquiry and applied intelligence that can
hold up under pressure—and evolve.
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Abstract

In a world overrun by disinformation, synthetic content, and algorithmically amplified
falsehoods, the act of corroboration—of independently verifying what is real—has become
one of the most critical skills of the 21st century. This book is a tactical guide to the art
and science of validation.

Written by ethical intelligence leader and spymaster Marie Seshat Landry, Corroborate
blends high-level frameworks with actionable methodologies to teach you how to test
the integrity of claims, sources, data, media, and arguments. Drawing from OSINT and
HUMINT playbooks, scientific method, legal validation, and business intelligence strategy,
this is both a rigorous manual and a passionate call to intellectual vigilance.

If we want to build a more truthful world, we must first master the art of corroboration.
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Chapter 1

Corroboration Defined: What, Why,
and How

Introduction

In a time when anyone can publish anything to the global stage in seconds, truth has become
a contested resource. The ability to verify—rigorously, efficiently, and independently—is
no longer optional. It is strategic. It is existential.

This chapter lays the groundwork for everything that follows by exploring the etymology,
definition, and strategic implications of the term “corroboration.” We will also outline
the structural logic of corroboration as a protocol and introduce its applications across
multiple domains.

1.1 Etymology and Classical Definition

The word corroborate originates from the Latin corroborare, meaning ”to strengthen
together.” It’s formed from com- (together) and robur (strength or oak), emphasizing the
act of making a claim more resilient through supporting evidence.

Modern dictionaries define corroboration as:

”To support or help prove (a statement, theory, etc.) by providing information
or evidence.” — Merriam-Webster
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/corroborate

”To confirm or give support to (a statement, theory, or finding).” — Oxford
Languages
https://languages.oup.com/google-dictionary-en/
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1.2 Corroboration as Strategic Verification
Corroboration is not mere agreement. It is the structured validation of an assertion
through **independent, non-colluding sources or data streams**. In intelligence and
research, this usually involves:

• Triangulating multiple unrelated sources.
• Confirming internal consistency across documents or timelines.
• Applying falsification attempts to rule out alternatives.
• Testing provenance, metadata, authorship, or origin chain.

In OSINT

Corroboration means matching a visual, document, or statement with geolocation, times-
tamps, source reputation, and cross-referenced independent sources. See Bellingcat’s
verification matrix as an example:
https://www.bellingcat.com/resources/how-tos/2019/12/11/beginners-guide-o
sint-tools/

In HUMINT

It involves collecting accounts from multiple sources, cross-checking timelines, probing
for inconsistencies, and applying subtle deception detection techniques (e.g., Statement
Validity Analysis).

In Science

It means replication, peer review, and confirmation by alternate methodologies. The
reproducibility crisis across scientific fields has made corroboration a cornerstone of
research credibility.
See: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-016-0021

1.3 Why Corroboration is Crucial
1. Disinformation is cheap; validation is expensive.

Anyone can fabricate content. Confirming authenticity requires tools, methods, and
disciplined skepticism.

2. Narratives are engineered.
Corroboration helps resist narrative warfare and the emotional pull of well-packaged
disinformation.

https://www.bellingcat.com/resources/how-tos/2019/12/11/beginners-guide-osint-tools/
https://www.bellingcat.com/resources/how-tos/2019/12/11/beginners-guide-osint-tools/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-016-0021
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3. Decisions are only as good as their inputs.
Whether for policy, investment, or publication, faulty information chains create
catastrophic errors.

4. Systems of trust are under attack.
Verification is how we rebuild institutional trust and safeguard civic and organiza-
tional resilience.

1.4 The Corroboration Workflow (Simplified)

1. Identify the claim or hypothesis.

2. Define the verification question: “What would prove or disprove this?”

3. Map potential sources and channels (people, platforms, data types).

4. Apply triangulation: cross-reference multiple independent sources.

5. Test for contradictions, alternative explanations, and provenance gaps.

6. Assign confidence levels or error margins.

7. Document the validation process.

1.5 Types of Evidence Used in Corroboration

Primary Evidence
First-hand: witness accounts, raw data, original documents.

Secondary Evidence
Cited interpretations, media coverage, summaries.

Physical Evidence
Photos, videos, audio, objects, metadata.

Digital Trace Evidence
IP logs, metadata, social media footprints.

Behavioral Evidence
Consistency in timelines, motives, body language.
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1.6 Caveats and Common Pitfalls
• Collusion bias: Two sources agreeing may not be independent.

• Echo chambers: Viral information does not equal verification.

• False triangulation: Apparent corroboration from sources that share the same
root.

• Overconfidence in a single mode: Don’t rely only on visuals, documents, or
testimonials.

Conclusion
Corroboration is not a one-time act; it is a disciplined mindset. It is the filter that stands
between signal and noise, between action and miscalculation. In the following chapters, we
will explore how corroboration functions within intelligence operations, scientific inquiry,
corporate decisions, journalism, education, and everyday critical thinking.

Let this definition be your anchor. Every chapter hereafter will reinforce it—by building
skill, adding nuance, and refining your judgment.



Chapter 2

The Anatomy of a Lie: Psychology,
Propaganda, and Misinformation

Introduction
To corroborate truth, one must first understand falsehood. Lies are not simply errors; they
are engineered constructs, often tailored to exploit the weaknesses of human cognition
and social systems. This chapter dissects the anatomy of deception—from psychological
misfires to deliberate propaganda campaigns—and equips you with the awareness necessary
to neutralize them.

2.1 Cognitive Biases: The Fertile Soil of Misinforma-
tion

Our brains evolved to make fast decisions, not always accurate ones. This creates
vulnerabilities in how we interpret, store, and recall information.

Key Biases That Undermine Truth

Confirmation Bias
The tendency to favor information that aligns with our beliefs while ignoring
disconfirming evidence.

Availability Heuristic
Judging the truth of an event by how easily examples come to mind, not by statistical
probability.

Dunning-Kruger Effect
The cognitive bias where people with low ability overestimate their competence.

5
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Anchoring Bias
Relying too heavily on the first piece of information encountered.

Motivated Reasoning
Emotionally driven reasoning that justifies a pre-existing conclusion.

For an overview of over 180 biases that affect human judgment, visit: https://en.wikip
edia.org/wiki/List_of_cognitive_biases

2.2 Types of Falsehoods
Not all lies are created equal. Understanding their strategic intent is key to effective
countermeasures.

1. Misinformation

False or misleading information shared without intent to deceive. Example: sharing a
fake news article believing it to be real.

2. Disinformation

Deliberately false information intended to mislead or manipulate. Used in political warfare,
corporate sabotage, and psyops.

3. Malinformation

True information used out of context or weaponized to cause harm. Leaks, doxxing, or
manipulated context fall here.

2.3 Propaganda Systems and Narrative Engineering
Propaganda is not about lying outright—it’s about controlling the narrative. Strategic
lies often include partial truths wrapped in emotional appeal.

”The most effective disinformation is 90% truth.” — Intelligence aphorism

Classic Propaganda Techniques

• Card Stacking - Selectively presenting facts that support one view.

• Name Calling – Labeling opponents with loaded terms to discredit without
argument.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cognitive_biases
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cognitive_biases
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• Bandwagon - Creating an illusion of consensus to manipulate social proof.

• Fear Appeal – Framing an issue to provoke fear and shut down rational analysis.

• Transfer - Associating a symbol (flag, expert, celebrity) with an unrelated claim.

For a classic guide, see: https://propagandacritic.com/index.html

2.4 Deepfakes, Synthetic Media, and Algorithmic
Amplification

Modern lies are no longer limited to words. With generative AI and deepfake technology,
we now face synthetic realities.

• Deepfakes: AI-generated audio/video that mimic real people.

• Synthetic Text: GPT-generated articles, fake reviews, and synthetic consensus.

• Botnets and Amplifiers: Automated or semi-automated social media accounts
that manufacture virality.

For a current catalog of AI-generated threats: https://www.zdnet.com/article/a-gui
de-to-ai-generated-disinformation-tools/

2.5 Case Study: The ”PizzaGate” Conspiracy
One of the most widely circulated modern conspiracies, PizzaGate, was built on:

• Selectively interpreted emails (out-of-context symbols).

• Visual disinformation (fake floorplans, doctored photos).

• Viral social amplification (Reddit, YouTube, Twitter botnets).

• Lack of corroboration (no chain of evidence, no physical verification).

For analysis, see NPR’s breakdown: https://www.npr.org/2020/06/29/884453917/a
-case-study-in-conspiracy-theories

2.6 How Lies Stick: The Illusory Truth Effect
Repeated exposure to a lie increases perceived accuracy—a phenomenon known as the
illusory truth effect. Even when a statement is debunked, the repetition itself imprints
belief. Study reference: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0956797
610385953

https://propagandacritic.com/index.html
https://www.zdnet.com/article/a-guide-to-ai-generated-disinformation-tools/
https://www.zdnet.com/article/a-guide-to-ai-generated-disinformation-tools/
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/29/884453917/a-case-study-in-conspiracy-theories
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/29/884453917/a-case-study-in-conspiracy-theories
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0956797610385953
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0956797610385953
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2.7 Defense Against Deception: Awareness Is Armor
To defeat a lie, you must:

• Understand the biases it exploits.

• Identify the strategic intent behind it.

• Resist emotional reflexes; respond with investigative rigor.

• Demand independent corroboration before forming conclusions.

Conclusion
Misinformation thrives in the dark—through laziness, bias, and reflex. The moment we
shine a light on how lies are built and why they work, we reclaim the power to dismantle
them. As we continue through this guide, remember: the enemy of deception is not
belief—it is verification.



Chapter 3

What Truth Looks Like: Objective,
Subjective, Contextual, and
Constructed

Introduction
To corroborate a claim, you must first understand what kind of truth you’re dealing with.
Not all truths are equal in nature, nor are they equal in how they can be validated. In
intelligence work, academic research, journalism, and everyday reasoning, clarity around
the type of truth is essential to avoid epistemic failure.

This chapter outlines four major categories of truth—objective, subjective, con-
textual, and constructed—and provides guidance on how each can (or cannot) be
corroborated.

3.1 Objective Truth: Facts Independent of Belief
Objective truth refers to facts that remain valid regardless of perception or interpretation.

• Water boils at 100°C at sea level.

• A timestamped photograph taken in Paris on July 4th, 2023.

• The atomic number of carbon is 6.

Corroboration Methods:

• Empirical testing.

• Forensic validation.

• Timestamp and chain-of-custody review.

9
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• Replication and scientific method.

Objective truths are ideal for corroboration—they’re measurable, falsifiable, and repro-
ducible.

3.2 Subjective Truth: Internal Experience
Subjective truth is based on individual experience, perception, or emotional response.

• ”I was terrified during the interview.”

• ”The manager was rude to me.”

• ”This art makes me feel alive.”

Corroboration Methods:

• Cross-interviewing multiple witnesses.

• Behavioral analysis (e.g., tone, body language).

• Establishing pattern recognition across similar reports.

While not ”provable” in a strict sense, subjective claims can be made more credible
through consistency, psychological context, and corroborative testimony.

3.3 Contextual Truth: Contingent Validity
Contextual truth depends on situational variables—location, culture, era, or legal
frameworks.

• ”It’s legal to own cannabis in Canada.” (Context: local law, date)

• ”Masks were required indoors in 2021.” (Context: pandemic policy)

• ”This symbol means peace in Japan, but could be offensive elsewhere.”

Corroboration Methods:

• Reviewing laws, timestamps, and jurisdictional policies.

• Mapping cultural semiotics.

• Accessing archived versions of web or news sources.

Contextual truths are highly time- and place-dependent. They are often manipulated
through selective framing or omission of key details.
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3.4 Constructed Truth: Social Agreements and Sys-
tems

Constructed truth exists because humans collectively agree on it. These truths are
institutional, legal, or linguistic constructs.

• Money has value because society agrees it does.

• Borders are real because of political recognition.

• ”A corporation is a legal person.”

Corroboration Methods:

• Referencing legal codes and institutional definitions.

• Investigating precedent, charter, or cultural consensus.

• Cross-checking official records (e.g., UN charters, treaties, databases).

Constructed truths are not false—they’re socially real. But their validation depends on
documentation and institutional backing, not empirical testability.

3.5 Comparing the Four Truth Modalities

Type Corroboration Difficulty Best Tools Risk of Misuse
Objective Low Instruments, forensics Minimal
Subjective Medium Interviews, psychology Emotional bias
Contextual Medium-High Legal/policy records Framing manipulation
Constructed High Institutional documents Ideological distortion

Table 3.1: Comparison of truth types by corroboration complexity

3.6 Case Study: The ”Truth” About Surveillance
Footage

Imagine a surveillance video shows a person entering a building.

• Objective: The timestamp, resolution, and GPS tag confirm the footage’s origin.

• Subjective: A witness says the person ”seemed nervous.”
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• Contextual: The person was allowed inside—until a new policy began the next
day.

• Constructed: Their ID badge granted access because of a now-revoked contract.

Corroborating this event requires working across all four levels.

3.7 Philosophical Insight: “Truth Is Layered”
In the epistemological sense, truth is not a single event but a structured phenomenon.
Philosopher Karl Popper emphasized falsifiability over certainty. Similarly, Hannah Arendt
warned how totalitarian regimes erode truth by blurring the line between fact and fiction.

• Popper: https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/popper/

• Arendt: https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/00/03/12/s
pecials/arendt-truth.html

Conclusion
When people argue over ”truth,” they’re often speaking past each other—one invoking
facts, another invoking feelings, another quoting policy. As a corroboration professional,
your job is to identify the category of truth in question, apply the correct verification
model, and never let emotional certainty substitute for evidentiary rigor.

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/popper/
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/00/03/12/specials/arendt-truth.html
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/00/03/12/specials/arendt-truth.html


Chapter 4

From Belief to Proof: Thinking Like
a Scientist and Spy

Introduction
Beliefs are personal. Proof is procedural. Bridging the gap between the two is the funda-
mental task of corroboration. Whether you are running a field investigation, evaluating
academic research, or making high-stakes business decisions, adopting the dual mindset of
the scientist and the spy is essential.

This chapter outlines how both professions navigate uncertainty, test hypotheses, and
build robust systems of validation. Their tools differ, but their logic is aligned: don’t
trust—test.

4.1 The Scientist’s Mindset: Falsifiability and Re-
peatability

Science is not about proving things to be true; it’s about rigorously testing them to avoid
being wrong.

Key Scientific Principles Relevant to Corroboration

• Falsifiability: A claim must be testable and refutable. If a claim cannot be
disproven, it cannot be proven.

• Replication: Findings must be repeatable by others under similar conditions.

• Peer Review: Independent scrutiny helps validate methodology and identify flaws.

• Transparency: Data, methods, and assumptions must be disclosed.

13
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• Error Margins: Results are probabilistic, not binary.

Source: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-016-0021

4.2 The Spy’s Mindset: Plausibility, Tradecraft, and
Adversarial Testing

While scientists deal with controlled experiments, intelligence agents operate in noisy,
adversarial environments. The goal is not lab-grade precision, but **actionable truth
under uncertainty**.

Key HUMINT/OSINT Tradecraft for Corroboration

• Source Vetting: Who benefits? What’s their motive? Can their identity be
verified?

• Triangulation: Are there independent sources that match or conflict?

• Timeline Integrity: Does the story hold up across time sequences?

• Deception Detection: Analyzing body language, inconsistencies, or linguistic
tells.

• Plausibility Framing: Is the claim consistent with established facts or operational
context?

Example: See OSINT layering by Bellingcat: https://www.bellingcat.com/resourc
es/how-tos/2020/12/10/a-guide-to-using-layered-verification/

4.3 Bridging the Two Models: Operational Episte-
mology

Both scientists and spies rely on skeptical iteration—not accepting things at face value,
but continually testing hypotheses.

Science asks:
”Can this be disproven?”

Intelligence asks:
”What else could explain this?”

The intersection creates a powerful validation engine:

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-016-0021
https://www.bellingcat.com/resources/how-tos/2020/12/10/a-guide-to-using-layered-verification/
https://www.bellingcat.com/resources/how-tos/2020/12/10/a-guide-to-using-layered-verification/
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• Hypothesize → Collect → Cross-reference → Attack assumption → Refine

This process mirrors the intelligence cycle: Direction → Collection → Processing →
Analysis → Dissemination Source: https://www.dni.gov/index.php/what-we-d
o/ic-intelligence-cycle

4.4 The Role of Doubt and Disconfirmation
Good investigators don’t just look for confirming evidence—they actively seek to disprove
their hypothesis.

”If you can’t find anything to disprove your idea, you’re not investigat-
ing—you’re campaigning.” – Intelligence Maxim

Key disconfirmation tools:

• Devil’s Advocate technique

• Competing hypothesis matrices

• Bayesian reasoning (updating beliefs based on evidence likelihood)

• Monte Carlo modeling for probability shifts

4.5 Cognitive Discipline: Training Yourself to Test,
Not Assume

Corroboration is a habit. To develop it, build the following reflexes:

1. Ask: ”How do I know this?”

2. Ask: ”What would falsify this?”

3. Ask: ”What’s missing or not said?”

4. Ask: ”Who benefits if I believe this?”

5. Track sources—don’t paraphrase unknowns.

4.6 Case Application: Business Intelligence Example
An anonymous tip claims a competitor is about to go bankrupt. Scientific lens: Is there
financial data to test the claim? Can similar signals be found in external audits? Spy
lens: Who sent the tip? Could it be planted to cause a sell-off? What is their operational
history? Both views are required. Corroboration demands **multimodal analysis**.

https://www.dni.gov/index.php/what-we-do/ic-intelligence-cycle
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/what-we-do/ic-intelligence-cycle
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Conclusion
Thinking like a scientist teaches you how to falsify claims with rigor. Thinking like a
spy teaches you how to navigate manipulation and partial information. When combined,
these mindsets produce the highest form of operational intelligence: resilient, adaptive,
and constantly tested against the real world.



Chapter 5

OSINT Protocols for
Cross-Referencing and Triangulation

Introduction

Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) is only as strong as its methodology. In an age of
disinformation, single-source claims are a liability. The gold standard in OSINT validation
is triangulation—cross-referencing independent sources to reach converging confidence.

This chapter delivers hands-on frameworks and digital workflows for corroborating
data across platforms, languages, timezones, and adversarial environments. Whether
validating a leaked PDF, an anonymous social post, or a satellite image, the process is
the same: layer, compare, converge.

5.1 Triangulation Defined

Triangulation is the process of validating a piece of intelligence by cross-verifying it
against multiple independent and unrelated sources.

”One source is none, two is a maybe, three is a pattern.” — OSINT Axiom

Dimensions of Triangulation

• Source diversity: Human vs digital vs physical.

• Medium variance: Text vs image vs metadata vs geolocation.

• Time lag: Verifying the claim remains consistent over time.

• Independence: Avoid “source echo”—many channels citing the same root.

17
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5.2 Core OSINT Tools for Triangulation
• Metadata Extraction: ExifTool, mat2

• Reverse Image Search: Yandex, TinEye, Google Lens

• Social Media Verification: Hoaxy (https://hoaxy.iuni.iu.edu), TweetBeaver,
OSINT Combine

• News Cross-Check: Wayback Machine, Google Advanced Search, Archive.today

• Geospatial Verification: GeoConfirm, Google Earth Pro, Sentinel Hub Playground
(https://apps.sentinel-hub.com)

5.3 The Cross-Referencing Workflow
1. Identify the claim. Extract the atomic unit to test (e.g., ”a fire broke out at X

location on Y date”).

2. Establish keywords and identifiers. Use proper nouns, time tags, and locations.

3. Search laterally. Don’t Google the claim—Google around it. Use alternate
phrasing and local language terms.

4. Compare source classes. Is the story present in:

• Social media chatter?

• Official government sites?

• Satellite imagery?

• Local radio archives?

5. Correlate timestamps, geotags, authorship. Look for internal coherence.

6. Log contradictions. Document what disagrees as well as what agrees.

5.4 Triangulation Tiers
Level 1 – Weak: Multiple sources cite the same original post. (Echo chamber risk.)

Level 2 – Moderate: Multiple sources cite similar details from different witnesses or
perspectives.

Level 3 – Strong: Independent source types (image + metadata + government state-
ment + sensor data).

https://hoaxy.iuni.iu.edu
https://apps.sentinel-hub.com
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5.5 Case Study: Aircraft Downed in Ukraine
Claim: A Russian missile shot down an aircraft over Donbas on July 17, 2014. Triangu-
lated evidence:

• Satellite photos from DigitalGlobe.

• Social media chatter localized using Geofeedia.

• Intercepted voice call released by SBU.

• Metadata from photos of missile launcher near Snizhne.

• Bellingcat’s forensic geolocation study. Reference: https://www.bellingcat.c
om/news/uk-and-europe/2014/11/08/proving-russias-involvement-in-the
-downing-of-mh17/

5.6 Common Pitfalls in OSINT Cross-Referencing
• Circular citation: Multiple outlets quoting each other without fresh data.

• Assumption stacking: Treating partially corroborated claims as confirmed facts.

• Platform bias: Only looking at Western or English-language sources.

• Lack of time control: Assuming older info still applies.

5.7 Building a Triangulation Matrix
Use a matrix to visually compare cross-source details.

Source Timestamp Media Type Independent? Agreement
Telegram Post A 12:04 UTC Text/Image No Partial
Bellingcat Report 12:30 UTC Satellite/Geo Yes Full
Twitter Witness B 12:10 UTC Text Yes Full
RT Article 13:00 UTC Editorial No Conflict

Table 5.1: Sample OSINT Triangulation Matrix

Conclusion
Corroboration in OSINT is not about proving things beyond doubt—it’s about building
a layered confidence structure. By mastering cross-referencing and triangulation, you

https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2014/11/08/proving-russias-involvement-in-the-downing-of-mh17/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2014/11/08/proving-russias-involvement-in-the-downing-of-mh17/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2014/11/08/proving-russias-involvement-in-the-downing-of-mh17/
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reduce reliance on unverifiable claims, expose manipulation networks, and increase the
operational fidelity of your intelligence. In a noisy world, structured convergence is your
truth filter.



Glossary

Corroboration: The process of confirming information through independent and reliable
sources.

OSINT: Open Source Intelligence, gathered from publicly available data.

HUMINT: Human Intelligence, gathered through interpersonal interaction or observa-
tion.

Metadata: Data providing information about other data, used to verify source attributes.

Triangulation: A method of validating truth by using multiple independent sources.

Disinformation: False information deliberately spread to mislead.

Confirmation Bias: The tendency to favor information that aligns with one’s beliefs.

Signal-to-Noise Ratio: The measure of meaningful data (signal) versus irrelevant or
misleading content (noise).
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Final Notes

Corroboration is not a luxury—it is a foundational survival skill for the 21st century.
Whether you are a spy, a scientist, a CEO, or a student, the truth deserves your effort.
This book is a tool, a map, and a challenge: to think rigorously, act ethically, and verify
relentlessly.

Truth is not an opinion. It is a discipline.
-Spymaster Marie Seshat Landry
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