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Class Action Lawsuit: Cannabis and Hemp Prohibition in Canada (1923-2018)

Plaintiffs: All Canadian citizens and residents who have incurred harm as a consequence of the
cannabis and hemp prohibition in Canada from 1923 to 2018.

Defendant: The Government of Canada
Cause of Action: Cannabis and Hemp Prohibition in Canada (1923-2018)
Allegations:

1. The Defendant enforced a prohibition on the possession, use, cultivation, and distribution of
cannabis and hemp in Canada between 1923 and 2018.
2. This prohibition was arbitrary, discriminatory, and violated the Plaintiffs' constitutional rights to
liberty, security, and equality.
3. The prohibition resulted in substantial harm to the Plaintiffs and the environment, including
but not limited to:

* Arrests, charges, and convictions

* Imprisonment

* Loss of employment and housing

* Social stigma and discrimination

* Denial of access to cannabis and hemp for medical or recreational purposes

* Compliance with unjust laws criminalizing cannabis and hemp

* Financial contribution to the war on cannabis and hemp through taxes

* Increased reliance on fossil fuels, steel, and non-hemp concrete due to limited access to
sustainable hemp alternatives

* Potential health risks associated with certain synthetic drugs used as alternatives to medical
cannabis

* Impeded research into the potential medical benefits of cannabis, delaying advancements in
the treatment of conditions such as cancer, diabetes, glaucoma, Alzheimer's, digestive issues,
epilepsy, and PTSD



* Denial of access to the numerous industrial applications of hemp, such as sustainable
materials for automobiles, clothing, building materials, and other uses

1. The Government disseminated false or misleading information about the dangers of cannabis
to justify the prohibition, employing scare tactics and unsubstantiated claims that hindered
public understanding of the potential benefits of cannabis.

Relief Requested:

1. A declaration that the cannabis and hemp prohibition was unconstitutional from its inception.
2. A public apology from the Government of Canada acknowledging the harms caused by the
prohibition and expressing regret for the injustices inflicted.

3. An injunction is no longer necessary as cannabis and hemp are legal under federal law since
2018.

4. A system of tiered compensatory damages based on demonstrable harm suffered by class
members, with the specifics to be determined by legal representation.

5. Funding for public education campaigns on the safe and responsible use of cannabis and
hemp.

6. Funding for research on the medical and environmental benefits of cannabis and hemp.

7. Expungement of all criminal records related to cannabis and hemp possession offenses
committed between 1923 and 2018.

Class Definition:
All Canadian citizens and residents who have incurred harm as a consequence of the cannabis
and hemp prohibition in Canada from 1923 to 2018, including but not limited to individuals who:

* Were arrested, charged, or convicted in connection with cannabis and hemp

* Were denied access to cannabis and hemp for medical or recreational purposes

* Were subjected to unjust laws criminalizing cannabis and hemp

* Contributed to taxes that funded the war on cannabis and hemp

* Experienced social stigma and discrimination as a result of the cannabis and hemp prohibition
* Were impacted by the lack of access to industrial hemp, such as the development of
sustainable materials for automobiles and other products

Additional Sections:

1. History of Cannabis and Hemp Prohibition in Canada [To be developped]
2. Impact of Cannabis and Hemp Prohibition on Indigenous Communities [To be developped]
3. Economic Benefits of Legalizing Cannabis and Hemp

* The legalization of cannabis and hemp presents significant economic opportunities for
Canada, with the potential to create new jobs in cultivation and processing, manufacturing of
sustainable products like hemp cars, clothing, and building materials, and other industries.
4. Environmental Benefits of Legalizing Cannabis and Hemp



* The legalization of cannabis and hemp offers substantial environmental benefits,
including reduced reliance on fossil fuels through biofuel production and the development of
hemp-based electric cars, more sustainable building practices using hemp concrete and other
hemp-based materials, and decreased plastic use with the development of hemp-based
alternatives.

5. Social Benefits of Legalizing Cannabis and Hemp

* The legalization of cannabis and hemp can yield significant social benefits, as cannabis
and hemp can be used to treat a variety of medical conditions, potentially reduce crime, improve
public health, and promote social justice.

6. Social Costs and Potential Benefits of Limited Cannabis Research

* The prohibition on cannabis research had considerable negative social impacts, including
potentially delaying effective treatments, increasing healthcare costs, perpetuating social stigma
and discrimination, and hindering economic opportunities. Unrestricted research could lead to
the development of new treatments, improved public health, reduced reliance on opioids, and
increased social acceptance.

Investigation into Anti-Cannabis Propaganda:

The Plaintiffs request that the court order a comprehensive investigation into the Government's
anti-cannabis propaganda campaigns during the prohibition era, with the aim of uncovering:

* The full extent of government funding allocated to producing and disseminating anti-cannabis
propaganda

* The specific individuals and organizations involved in creating and promoting this propaganda
* The methods used to spread misinformation about cannabis, including the use of mass media,
educational materials, and public events

* The demonstrably false or misleading claims used to demonize cannabis and justify its
prohibition

Demand for Public Disclosure of Government Documents:

The Plaintiffs demand that the Government disclose all documents related to the decision-
making process behind the prohibition of cannabis and hemp, including:

* Internal memoranda and communications discussing the rationale for prohibition

* Scientific reports and studies used to justify the ban

* Records of communication and collaboration with other countries regarding cannabis policies
* Any dissenting opinions or reports from government officials who opposed the prohibition

Conclusion:

The prohibition of cannabis and hemp in Canada from 1923 to 2018 was a grave injustice that
caused significant harm to individuals, communities, and the environment. This lawsuit seeks to



achieve the following:

* A formal declaration that the prohibition was unconstitutional

* A public apology from the Government acknowledging the harms caused and expressing
regret

* Compensation for demonstrable harm suffered by class members

* Funding for public education campaigns and research on cannabis and hemp

* Expungement of criminal records related to cannabis and hemp possession offenses

* Disclosure of government documents related to the prohibition

* An investigation into the anti-cannabis propaganda campaigns

By achieving these goals, the lawsuit can help ensure a future where cannabis and hemp are
no longer demonized but instead can be utilized for their potential medical, environmental, and
economic benefits.

Important Note:

Consulting with experienced class action lawyers is crucial throughout this process. They can
advise on the best strategies for gathering evidence, navigating legal procedures, and
maximizing the potential for a successful outcome.
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