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Abstract

This class action lawsuit is filed on behalf of Acadian families and students against
specific public schools and school boards in New Brunswick, as well as the Roman
Catholic Church. Despite provincial regulations mandating secular education, certain
schools continued to provide Catholic religious instruction, infringing upon the
plaintiffs' rights to a secular education. This complaint seeks to address these
violations, obtain appropriate relief for the affected students, and ensure future
compliance with secular education policies.

I. Introduction

This is a class action lawsuit filed by the plaintiffs, a group of Acadian families and
students, against certain public schools and school boards in New Brunswick, along
with the Roman Catholic Church, for continuing to provide religious instruction in
public schools despite provincial regulations mandating secular education. This
lawsuit seeks to address the violation of the plaintiffs' right to a secular education, as
guaranteed by New Brunswick law, and to obtain appropriate relief and
compensation for the affected students.

II. Parties

Plaintiffs:

1. [Plaintiff Names], representing a class of Acadian families and students who
attended public schools in New Brunswick and were subjected to Catholic
religious teachings after the implementation of secular education policies.

Defendants:

1. [Defendant School Name and Board]
2. [Relevant School Officials]
3. The Roman Catholic Church (if evidence shows involvement)

III. Jurisdiction and Venue

This court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to the laws of New Brunswick,
which govern the conduct of public education and the protection of students' rights to
a secular education. Venue is proper in this court as the events giving rise to this
lawsuit occurred within this judicial district.

IV. Background and Facts



1. Historical Context:

● In 1875, New Brunswick began implementing regulations to secularize public
education. These regulations prohibited the display of religious symbols and
the teaching of religion in public schools​(Wikipedia)​.

● Significant reforms were introduced in the 1960s under Premier Louis
Robichaud, further promoting secular and bilingual education through policies
such as the New Brunswick Official Languages Act of 1969​(Wikipedia)​.

● The Education Act, which replaced the Schools Act in 1997, reinforced these
secular principles, mandating that public education be free from religious
instruction and influence​(Wikipedia)​.

2. Violation of Secular Education Policies:

● Despite these regulations, Catholic religious instruction continued in certain
public schools, particularly in regions with significant Acadian populations.
This included the use of religious symbols, prayers, and catechism teachings
during school hours.

● Evidence of these practices includes testimonies from students and families,
school records, and internal communications that document the presence of
religious activities in these schools.

3. Impact on Plaintiffs:

● The plaintiffs, as members of the Acadian community, were subjected to
religious instruction contrary to their rights under New Brunswick law. This has
caused emotional distress, infringed upon their cultural and religious
freedoms, and disrupted their right to a secular education.

V. Legal Claims

1. Violation of Provincial Education Laws:

● The defendants have violated the Education Act and other relevant New
Brunswick regulations that mandate a secular public education system. This
includes the prohibition of religious instruction and the use of religious
symbols in public schools.

2. Infringement on Rights:

● The continuation of Catholic teachings in public schools infringes upon the
plaintiffs' rights to a secular education, as guaranteed by provincial laws. This
has resulted in emotional and psychological harm to the affected students.

VI. Prayer for Relief

The plaintiffs seek the following relief:
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1. A declaration that the defendants' actions violated New Brunswick's education
laws mandating a secular public education system.

2. An injunction requiring the defendants to cease all religious instruction and
remove all religious symbols from public schools.

3. Compensation for emotional distress and other damages suffered by the
plaintiffs as a result of the defendants' actions.

4. Implementation of policy changes to ensure that public schools adhere to the
secular education requirements in the future.

5. Any other relief that the court deems just and proper.

VII. Conclusion

The plaintiffs respectfully request that this court grant the relief sought in this
complaint to address the violations of their rights and to ensure the enforcement of
New Brunswick's secular education policies.

This draft provides a comprehensive outline for a class action complaint. It will need
to be reviewed and customized further based on specific details and evidence
gathered. Additionally, consulting with a professional legal expert in New Brunswick
is crucial to ensure that all legal requirements are thoroughly addressed.


