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I. Executive Summary 
This report provides a comprehensive assessment of allegations of racism against Benjamin 
Netanyahu concerning Palestinians, drawing upon public statements, policy impacts, and 
evaluations by international and domestic bodies. The analysis reveals that while Netanyahu 
has often framed his actions and policies in non-discriminatory or humanitarian terms, the 
documented impact on Palestinians has frequently been characterized by severe human rights 
violations, disproportionate effects, and systemic discrimination. This creates a notable 
discrepancy between the stated rationales and the realities observed on the ground. 
A critical divergence exists between international legal frameworks and Israeli political 
discourse. International bodies, including the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), along with leading human rights organizations, increasingly 
apply strong legal classifications such as "apartheid," "persecution," "war crimes," and 
"genocide" to Israeli policies, particularly those implemented under Netanyahu's leadership. 
Conversely, Netanyahu and his government frequently dismiss these accusations as politically 
motivated or even antisemitic. This fundamental tension underscores a broader geopolitical 
struggle over legal interpretation and narrative control, making a nuanced assessment of 
"racism" in this context particularly challenging. The report distinguishes between individual 
prejudice and systemic discrimination, concluding that the systemic outcomes of policies under 
Netanyahu's leadership align with definitions of institutionalized discrimination and oppression. 

II. Introduction 
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a deeply entrenched geopolitical issue with profound historical, 
religious, and national dimensions. The question of whether Benjamin Netanyahu exhibits 
racism towards Palestinians necessitates an examination beyond individual prejudice to 
encompass systemic discrimination embedded within state laws and policies. In this analysis, 
"racism" extends to practices that, irrespective of explicit individual animus, result in racialized 
outcomes, often described by terms such as "apartheid" and "persecution". 
A comprehensive assessment of "racism" in this context must extend beyond Netanyahu's 
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personal beliefs to the system he has led and perpetuated. The academic understanding of 
"race" as a social construct and "racialization" as a process by which a group is designated and 
treated as inferior is crucial here. The core inquiry thus becomes whether Netanyahu's 
leadership has actively constructed, maintained, or exacerbated a system that is discriminatory 
in its outcomes. 
The discourse surrounding this topic is inherently fraught, often characterized by what has been 
termed the "Palestine Exception." This refers to the contested nature of naming anti-Palestinian 
racism, which frequently relies on coded language to obscure discriminatory practices. The 
language of antisemitism and Jewish suffering, while addressing systemic racism against 
Jewish people, is sometimes employed as a means to deflect or silence criticism of Israeli 
policies and to suppress claims for redress of anti-Palestinian racism. This report navigates this 
complex landscape by providing an evidence-based analysis of Benjamin Netanyahu's public 
statements, the policies implemented during his premiership, and the assessments of various 
international and domestic actors, strictly based on the provided source material. 

III. Analysis of Benjamin Netanyahu's Public 
Statements and Rhetoric 
Benjamin Netanyahu's public statements and rhetoric concerning Palestinians have drawn 
significant scrutiny, with critics often citing them as evidence of discriminatory or racist attitudes. 
A detailed examination of these statements, their context, and the reactions they provoked is 
essential for a comprehensive understanding. 

A. Electoral Statements and "Arab Droves" 

On Election Day in March 2015, Benjamin Netanyahu issued a controversial Facebook 
message warning that "Arab voters are heading to the polling stations in droves" and were being 
"bused to the polling stations by left-wing NGOs." He urged his supporters to vote to counteract 
this perceived threat to right-wing rule. This statement was widely condemned as "incitement 
and racism" by prominent Israeli figures, including Knesset member Dov Khenin and opposition 
leader Isaac Herzog. The White House also criticized it as a "cynical election day tactic" 
designed to "marginalize Arab-Israeli citizens and their right to participate in their democracy". 
Netanyahu later issued an apology, stating that such an outcome was "never my intent". 
However, analysis of this event suggests that the "Arab droves" comment was not a 
spontaneous "lapse in judgment" but rather a calculated element of a "broader strategy". 
Research indicates that Likud, Netanyahu's party, performed best when voters were "afraid of 
the consequences of a left-wing victory," and that "fear... was the best way for Likud to get 
votes". This suggests a deliberate political maneuver to mobilize the right-wing electoral base by 
framing the democratic participation of Palestinian-Israelis as an existential threat. This 
constitutes an act of political racialization, leveraging existing societal prejudices for electoral 
advantage. Netanyahu's subsequent apology can be interpreted as a form of damage control 
rather than a retraction of the underlying strategic intent. 

B. "Nation-State of the Jewish People" Law and "Not a State of All Its 
Citizens" 



In March 2019, in response to an Israeli actress's statement advocating for Israel to belong to all 
its citizens, Netanyahu publicly declared, "Israel is not a state of all its citizens... According to 
the basic nationality law we passed, Israel is the nation state of the Jewish people – and only it". 
He reiterated this position, characterizing Israel as a "Jewish, democratic state" with equal 
rights, but "the nation state not of all its citizens but only of the Jewish people". 
This statement was made in the context of the Nation-State Law, formally known as Basic Law: 
Israel – The Nation State of the Jewish People, which was passed in 2018. This law 
constitutionally entrenches inequality by defining Israel as the nation-state of the Jewish people, 
granting the right to self-determination exclusively to Jews, promoting Jewish settlement, and 
downgrading Arabic's status from an official language. While the Israeli Supreme Court upheld 
the law's constitutionality, asserting it "does not negate Israel's character as a democratic state" 
, critics, including the Arab League, the Palestine Liberation Organization, and Amnesty 
International, condemned it as a "manifestation of apartheid". Amnesty International specifically 
highlighted how the law "constitutionally entrench[es] inequality and discrimination against 
non-Jews". This legislative act, strongly supported by Netanyahu, establishes a legal framework 
that inherently disadvantages non-Jewish citizens. This transcends individual prejudice, 
signifying state-sanctioned discrimination, which is a core component of systemic racism or 
apartheid as defined by human rights organizations. The Supreme Court's decision to uphold 
the law, despite its discriminatory implications, underscores how legal systems can codify and 
normalize such practices. 

C. "Greater Israel" Vision and Displacement Rhetoric 

Netanyahu has openly endorsed a "Greater Israel" vision, an expansionist concept that extends 
beyond current Palestinian territories to include parts of Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. When 
asked if he supported this vision, Netanyahu responded "absolutely". This stance has drawn 
strong condemnation from Arab and Islamic nations, who view it as a "dangerous and 
provocative escalation" and a "threat to the sovereignty of states". 
Regarding Gaza, Netanyahu has repeatedly articulated a policy of "allowing" Palestinians to 
"leave" the Strip, presenting this as "voluntary migration" or a "humanitarian measure". He 
explicitly mentioned the "Trump plan for voluntary migration" as a condition for ending the 
ongoing conflict. However, Palestinian leaders and campaigners widely interpret this rhetoric as 
a "euphemism for the ethnic cleansing of Gaza" and a "forcible expulsion in violation of 
international law". This interpretation is reinforced by the lack of guaranteed return and the 
uninhabitability of much of Gaza following extensive military operations. An Israeli think tank 
with ties to Netanyahu, the Misgav Institute for National Security & Zionist Strategy, published a 
position paper promoting a "blueprint for the complete ethnic cleansing of Gaza," advocating for 
the "relocation and final settlement of the entire Gaza population" to the Egyptian Sinai, explicitly 
exploiting the current conflict as a "unique and rare opportunity". These statements and 
proposals, when considered together, suggest a coherent, long-term vision that involves both 
territorial expansion and demographic alteration. While framed as "voluntary," the context of 
ongoing war, widespread destruction, and deliberate starvation renders such "voluntary" 
migration an impossibility for Palestinians. This indicates a policy objective that aligns with 
definitions of forcible transfer or ethnic cleansing under international law, which are severe 
human rights violations and can be components of crimes against humanity or genocide. The 
rhetorical shift from "occupation" to "freeing Gaza from Hamas" attempts to legitimize these 
actions. 



D. Counter-Arguments and Alternative Interpretations 

Netanyahu and his supporters have offered counter-arguments to allegations of racism. While 
acknowledging past "neglectful and discriminatory" government handling of the Arab minority, 
Netanyahu has stated, "We should not discriminate against an entire public because of a small 
minority that is violent and militant". The Israeli government has also affirmed its commitment to 
"fighting racism whenever it raises its ugly head and is committed to full equality to all Israeli 
citizens, irrespective of ethnicity, creed or background, as defined by our declaration of 
independence". 
Supporters of Zionism, such as Chaim Herzog, argue that the movement is non-discriminatory 
and contains no racist aspects. Some academic analyses defending Netanyahu's policies or 
Israeli actions argue against the direct applicability of "apartheid" due to the complexities of 
"race" in the context, suggesting it is "less useful than to focus directly on the realities of the 
occupation". Others emphasize security imperatives as the primary driver of policies. 
Furthermore, commentators frequently frame criticism of Israel, particularly allegations of war 
crimes or genocide, as antisemitic, a tactic described as a "weapon wielded by a self-righteous 
government" to "silence critics of Israel". 
The apparent contradiction between Netanyahu's general statements against discrimination and 
the documented impacts of policies implemented under his leadership is noteworthy. This 
suggests that general condemnations of discrimination may serve a rhetorical purpose to 
counter international criticism, while the actual policies pursued lead to demonstrably 
discriminatory outcomes. This highlights a potential disingenuousness or a prioritization of 
ethno-nationalist goals over principles of equality. 
Table 1: Key Statements by Benjamin Netanyahu and Their Interpretations 
Statement Date/Context Netanyahu's 

Stated 
Intent/Justification 

Criticisms/Interpret
ations 

Source Snippet 
IDs 

"Arab voters are 
heading to the 
polling stations in 
droves" 

March 2015 
Election Day 
Facebook post 

Rally right-wing 
voters to offset 
high Arab turnout; 
later apologized 
for offending 

Incitement, racism, 
cynical tactic to 
marginalize 
Arab-Israelis, 
calculated strategy 
to instill fear 

 

"Israel is not a 
state of all its 
citizens... it is the 
nation state of the 
Jewish people – 
and only it." 

March 2019, 
responding to 
actress Rotem 
Sela, referencing 
Nation-State Law 

Affirm Israel's 
identity as Jewish, 
democratic state 
with equal rights 
but unique national 
rights for Jews 

Formalizes 
marginalization, 
institutionalized 
discrimination, 
manifestation of 
apartheid, 
undemocratic 

 

Endorsement of 
"Greater Israel" 
vision 

August 2025 
i24NEWS 
interview 

Affirmation of a 
"great mission" for 
Israel's survival 

Dangerous and 
provocative 
escalation, threat 
to sovereignty of 
states, 
expansionist 
ambitions, 

 



Statement Date/Context Netanyahu's 
Stated 
Intent/Justification 

Criticisms/Interpret
ations 

Source Snippet 
IDs 

delusional claims 
"Allow" 
Palestinians to 
"leave" Gaza; 
"voluntary 
migration" 

August 2025 
interviews, 
conditions for 
ending war 

Humanitarian 
measure allowing 
escape from 
war/hardship, 
Trump plan for 
voluntary migration 

Euphemism for 
ethnic cleansing, 
forcible expulsion, 
violation of 
international law, 
genocidal intent 

 

IV. Examination of Policies and Their Impact on 
Palestinians Under Netanyahu's Premiership 
The policies implemented during Benjamin Netanyahu's various terms as Prime Minister have 
had profound and often detrimental impacts on Palestinians, frequently analyzed through the 
lens of discrimination and human rights violations. 

A. Settlement Expansion and Land Policies 

Under Netanyahu's leadership, Israel has pursued a policy of significant and aggressive 
settlement expansion in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem. This includes the 
approval of over 20,000 new housing units since 2023 and the establishment of 28 "outposts" 
that receive government and military support. These settlements are consistently deemed 
"illegal under international law" by the international community. 
A particularly contentious aspect is the revival of the E1 settlement project, which aims to 
connect occupied East Jerusalem with the existing illegal Israeli settlement of Maale Adumim. 
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich explicitly stated that this development "buries the idea of a 
Palestinian state". Experts assert that this land is "vital for any future territorially contiguous 
Palestinian state" , and the United Nations has warned that its implementation would 
"permanently cut the geographical and territorial contiguity between occupied East Jerusalem 
and the West Bank and sever the connection between the northern and southern West Bank". 
These actions are not merely about security but fundamentally about shaping the demographic 
and political landscape to ensure Jewish majority and control, which aligns directly with the 
definitions of racial domination and apartheid. 
Furthermore, policies involving land seizures and restrictive planning laws make it virtually 
impossible for many Palestinians to build homes legally, often leading to mass demolitions of 
homes constructed without permits. Discriminatory laws permit settler organizations to claim 
land owned by Jews before 1948, while Palestinians are barred from making analogous claims 
for their properties lost in Israel. These policies serve as instruments of demographic control and 
the denial of Palestinian self-determination. 

B. Economic Policies and Disparities 

Netanyahu's approach to the Palestinian economy has evolved significantly. Initially, he 
introduced the concept of "economic peace" (2008-2019), proposing that Palestinian economic 
growth could serve as a substitute for political solutions, arguing it would "mitigate" problems 



and make them "more accessible for solutions". However, this approach yielded "ambiguous to 
destructive results" and led to a "growing disparity between West Bank and Gaza". Gaza, under 
a "severe closure policy," experienced significant economic decline, with unemployment 
reaching 43% by 2019, compared to 14% in the West Bank. 
Post-2009, the strategy shifted towards "economic insurance against Palestinian statehood," 
where Israel's economic development was intended as a bulwark against international pressure 
to end the occupation, aiming to "permanently politically marginalize and control Palestinians". 
The Abraham Accords, while normalizing relations with Arab countries, effectively "sidelined the 
Palestinians" and denied their self-determination. This paradigm is argued to have ultimately 
generated "a colossal failure, leading to the bloodiest war in over a century," with Palestinian 
economic despair acting as an "incubator for fundamentalism and extreme violence". These 
economic policies, designed to maintain control and dependence, contribute to an environment 
ripe for conflict. 
Specific punitive economic measures include the immediate ban on entry for approximately 
150,000 Palestinian laborers who worked legally in Israel and the cessation of clearance tax 
transfers designated for the Palestinian Authority. These measures caused significant income 
loss for families and slashed PA revenue, justified by Israel as necessary for security but 
deemed "not credible" by one report. The broader economic inequity is stark, with disparities in 
unemployment rates (24.4% for Palestinians versus 3.7% for Israelis), maternal mortality (six 
times higher in West Bank and Gaza), and life expectancy (six years longer in Israel). 

C. Security Measures and Human Rights Implications 

Israeli military actions in Gaza have resulted in an unprecedented scale of killings, wounding, 
starvation, and forced displacement of Palestinian civilians. The Gaza Ministry of Health 
reported over 44,000 people killed and 104,000 wounded since October 7, 2023. Nearly all 
Palestinians in Gaza have been forcibly displaced, often multiple times, and face severe food 
insecurity or famine. 
Amnesty International and other groups have accused Israel of implementing a "deliberate 
campaign of starvation" as a policy, systematically destroying the health, well-being, and social 
fabric of Palestinian life. This includes restricting piped water, cutting electricity, razing solar 
panels, and blocking fuel, leading to a severe water shortage where people have access to less 
than 5 liters per day. The blockade denied 83% of food aid entry to Gaza as of September, 
resulting in many people eating only one meal every other day. Amnesty International and 
B'Tselem conclude that Israel is committing the "crime of starvation under international law". 
This systematic deprivation of basic necessities extends beyond mere collateral damage in 
conflict. It suggests a calculated policy to inflict conditions of life "calculated to bring about their 
physical destruction" , which constitutes a severe form of collective punishment and a direct 
assault on the civilian population, indicative of extreme dehumanization that is often a precursor 
or component of racist violence. 
Movement restrictions are severe, including 793 roadblocks and checkpoints in the West Bank 
obstructing Palestinian movement , the cancellation of work permits for 100,000 Palestinian 
workers in Israel , and the blocking of Palestinian exit from Gaza through the Erez Crossing. 
Militarized arrest raids in the West Bank have resulted in hundreds of Palestinian deaths, with 
Israeli authorities reportedly not investigating these "apparently unlawful killings". Thousands of 
Palestinians have been subjected to arbitrary detention and ill-treatment, amounting to torture in 
many cases. The "Deportation of Families of Terrorists Law," passed on November 7, allowed 
for the removal of Israeli citizenship or Jerusalem residency from family members of detainees, 



a measure widely seen as a form of collective punishment. The repeated observation that Israeli 
authorities "rarely prosecute those responsible for violence against Palestinians" and "did not 
investigate the apparently unlawful killings" creates an environment where discriminatory and 
violent acts against Palestinians can persist with minimal repercussions. This institutionalized 
impunity is a hallmark of an apartheid system, where one group is protected while the other is 
subjected to violence without adequate legal recourse, thereby reinforcing a racial hierarchy. 

D. Legislative Frameworks and Discriminatory Practices 

Beyond the Nation-State Law, other legislative and administrative practices contribute to 
discrimination. For example, an Israeli magistrate's court, citing the Nation-State Law, ruled that 
the northern city of Karmiel was a "Jewish city," effectively blocking Arabic-language schools 
and transport for Arab schoolchildren on the grounds that it would alter the city's "Jewish 
character". While this specific ruling was later overturned on appeal, it illustrates the potential for 
discriminatory application of the law. The Citizenship and Entry into Israel Law (Temporary 
Order), continuously renewed since 2003, continues to put certain categories of Palestinians at 
risk of statelessness. The International Court of Justice (ICJ) finding that Israel is in breach of 
the prohibition on racial discrimination and apartheid further indicates a pattern of discriminatory 
practices embedded in the legal and policy framework. 
Table 2: Impact of Netanyahu's Policies on Palestinians: Key Indicators and Assessments 
Policy Area Specific 

Policy/Action 
Documented 
Impact on 
Palestinians 

Key 
Assessments/Labe
ls 

Source Snippet 
IDs 

Settlements Expansion of 
settlements in 
West Bank & East 
Jerusalem (e.g., 
E1 project) 

Territorial 
contiguity severed, 
denial of 
Palestinian 
statehood, forced 
displacement, 
illegal seizure of 
land 

Illegal under 
international law, 
buries idea of 
Palestinian state, 
apartheid 

 

Economy "Economic peace" 
fallacy, "economic 
insurance against 
Palestinian 
statehood" 

Increased disparity 
between West 
Bank and Gaza, 
Gaza's economic 
decline, "incubator 
for 
fundamentalism 
and extreme 
violence" 

Failed to 
de-escalate 
conflict, permanent 
political 
marginalization, 
denial of 
self-determination 

 

Economy Ban on Palestinian 
laborers, cessation 
of tax transfers to 
PA 

Significant income 
loss, slashed PA 
revenue, surging 
housing costs in 
Israel (unintended) 

Punitive, not 
credible for 
security, 
destructive 
economic domino 
effect 

 

Security/Movemen Gaza blockade, Severe food Deliberate  



Policy Area Specific 
Policy/Action 

Documented 
Impact on 
Palestinians 

Key 
Assessments/Labe
ls 

Source Snippet 
IDs 

t restrictions on 
water, food, aid, 
electricity, fuel 

insecurity, famine, 
less than 5 liters 
water/day, mass 
forced 
displacement, 
physical 
destruction 

campaign of 
starvation, crime of 
starvation under 
international law, 
genocide, 
collective 
punishment 

Security/Movemen
t 

Roadblocks, 
checkpoints, 
cancellation of 
work permits, exit 
restrictions 

Obstruction of 
movement, 
delayed 
emergency 
access, economic 
losses, denial of 
medical care 

Repression, 
human rights 
violations 

 

Security/Movemen
t 

Militarized arrest 
raids, arbitrary 
detention, 
ill-treatment/torture 

Hundreds killed, 
thousands 
subjected to 
abuse, lack of 
investigation for 
unlawful killings 

Unlawful killings, 
torture, impunity, 
crimes against 
humanity 

 

Legislation Nation-State Law 
(2018) 

Constitutional 
entrenchment of 
inequality, 
downgrading 
Arabic status, 
promotion of 
Jewish settlement 

Manifestation of 
apartheid, 
institutionalized 
discrimination 
against non-Jews 

 

Legislation Deportation of 
Families of 
Terrorists Law 
(2024) 

Removal of 
citizenship/residen
cy from family 
members of 
detainees 

Collective 
punishment 

 

V. Assessments from International and Domestic 
Actors 
The policies and actions under Benjamin Netanyahu's premiership have elicited strong reactions 
and formal assessments from a wide array of international and domestic entities. These 
assessments are crucial for understanding the characterization of his approach towards 
Palestinians. 

A. International Organizations and Legal Bodies 

A significant and growing body of international legal and human rights organizations has issued 



grave assessments regarding Israeli policies, often directly implicating actions taken under 
Netanyahu's leadership. The International Court of Justice (ICJ), for instance, issued an 
advisory opinion finding Israel's presence in the occupied Palestinian territory "unlawful" and 
stating that Israel is "in breach of the prohibition on racial discrimination and apartheid". The ICJ 
further advised Israel to evacuate and dismantle all settlements and make reparations to 
Palestinians. In January 2024, the ICJ stated that Israel was "plausibly committing genocide" in 
Gaza. 
The International Criminal Court (ICC) issued arrest warrants in November 2024 for Benjamin 
Netanyahu and former Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, charging them with "war crimes and 
crimes against humanity" committed in Gaza from October 7, 2023, to May 20, 2024. These 
charges specifically include "starvation, deliberate attacks on civilians, murder, and 
persecution". 
Amnesty International has accused Israel of committing "genocide in Gaza" and "the crime of 
apartheid". Amnesty states that Israel is carrying out a "deliberate campaign of starvation" and 
that its policies deliberately inflict conditions calculated to bring about Palestinians' "physical 
destruction". The organization has urged Prime Minister Netanyahu to "cancel all orders for 
forced evictions and home demolitions against Palestinians" and end forced displacement. 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) assessed in 2024 that Israeli authorities, under the leadership 
that includes Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, "continued to commit the crimes against 
humanity of apartheid and persecution through their repression of Palestinians". HRW has 
detailed widespread killings, wounding, starvation, and forced displacement in Gaza, as well as 
excessive lethal force in the West Bank. 
B'Tselem, a prominent Israeli human rights organization, has concluded that Israel is 
committing "the crime of starvation under international law in the Gaza Strip". B'Tselem has long 
accused Israel of being an "apartheid state" and stated that Israel's policy towards Palestinians 
in Gaza shifted from "repression and control to destruction and annihilation" after October 7, 
2023. The convergence of these assessments from multiple authoritative international bodies 
and leading human rights organizations, including an internal Israeli organization, suggests a 
significant and robust body of evidence pointing towards systemic, racially discriminatory 
practices and severe human rights violations under Netanyahu's leadership. This is not merely 
isolated criticism but a consistent pattern of legal and human rights findings. 

B. Palestinian Perspectives 

Palestinian leaders and the broader Palestinian population have consistently voiced strong 
condemnation of Netanyahu's policies. Nabil Abu Rudeineh, spokesperson for Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas, has held the US responsible for halting Israel's expansionist actions 
and explicitly noted Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's "Greater Israel" vision. 
Palestinians widely view Netanyahu's calls for "voluntary migration" from Gaza as "forcible 
expulsion" and "ethnic cleansing". They express a deep attachment to their land, stating, "This 
is our land, there is no other place for us to go... We were born here, and here we die". 
Palestinian political parties and civil society groups have consistently struggled against systemic 
discrimination. For example, Balad, a Palestinian party, proposed a bill to redefine Israel as a 
state for all its citizens, recognizing the existence and rights of both Jews and Arabs as national 
groups. 

C. Israeli Internal Discourse 



Within Israel, there is a complex and often divided discourse regarding Netanyahu's policies 
towards Palestinians. 
Opposition Politicians: Prominent opposition figures have sharply criticized Netanyahu's 
government. Yair Lapid accused Netanyahu of enabling "far-right ministers to pursue 'extreme 
fantasies'" such as the "humanitarian city" plan for Rafah. Benny Gantz, a former war cabinet 
minister, called the government "abandoning" and accused Netanyahu of relying on "fueling 
domestic insecurity" to remain in power. Former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert went further, 
accusing Netanyahu's government of making Israel a "pariah state" and inflicting "widespread 
slaughter of civilians... and the deliberate starving of Gazans." These remarks led to 
accusations of "treasonous" comments from Netanyahu's allies. 
Academics and Human Rights Groups: A significant number of Israeli academics have raised 
their voices. Over 1,200 Israeli academics issued an open letter calling for an end to the war on 
Gaza, centering Palestinian suffering. They stated, "It is human societies, not governments 
alone, that commit crimes against humanity" and that "We cannot claim that we did not know". 
Some Israeli academics, including Benjamin Pogrund, who previously refuted parallels with 
apartheid South Africa, now believe Israel is "heading" towards apartheid or that the charge is 
"becoming fact" under Netanyahu's era. 
Pro-Netanyahu/Right-Wing Views: Netanyahu's current government is described as the "most 
right-wing and religiously conservative government in the country's history". His coalition, which 
includes far-right parties like Religious Zionism and Jewish Power, is united by an "anti-liberal 
stance" and a consensus to "implement the settlement agenda". They often justify actions on 
security grounds, with Netanyahu stating, "Our goal is not to occupy Gaza. Our goal is to free 
Gaza, free it from Hamas terrorists". Criticism of Israel, particularly allegations of war crimes or 
genocide, is frequently dismissed as antisemitic. This strategy, as noted by various sources, can 
be seen as a "weapon wielded by a self-righteous government" to "silence critics of Israel". This 
highlights how the discourse around "racism" is manipulated, making it challenging to engage 
with the substantive merits of the allegations. Some commentators assert that ICC warrants for 
Netanyahu will impede peace efforts. The significant internal Israeli divide, with strong criticisms 
from within segments of Israeli society, indicates an ongoing struggle over Israel's identity and 
future, particularly regarding its adherence to democratic and human rights principles for all its 
citizens. 
Table 3: International Legal and Human Rights Assessments of Israeli Actions (with 
reference to Netanyahu's leadership) 
Assessing Body Nature of 

Assessment/Allegation 
Specific References to 
Netanyahu's 
Leadership 

Source Snippet IDs 

International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) 

Unlawful presence in 
OPT, breach of 
prohibition on racial 
discrimination and 
apartheid, plausibly 
committing genocide in 
Gaza 

Israel's presence in 
OPT under 
Netanyahu's 
government; plausible 
genocide in Gaza 
under his leadership 

 

International Criminal 
Court (ICC) 

War crimes and crimes 
against humanity 
(starvation, deliberate 
attacks on civilians, 

Arrest warrants issued 
for Benjamin 
Netanyahu and former 
Defense Minister Yoav 

 



Assessing Body Nature of 
Assessment/Allegation 

Specific References to 
Netanyahu's 
Leadership 

Source Snippet IDs 

murder, persecution) in 
Gaza 

Gallant 

Amnesty International Genocide in Gaza, 
crime of apartheid, 
deliberate campaign of 
starvation, inflicting 
conditions for physical 
destruction 

Urges Netanyahu to 
cancel forced 
evictions/demolitions; 
policies under his 
leadership contribute to 
genocide/apartheid 

 

Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) 

Crimes against 
humanity of apartheid 
and persecution, 
widespread killings, 
starvation, forced 
displacement in Gaza, 
excessive lethal force 
in West Bank 

Israeli authorities under 
leadership including 
Netanyahu continued to 
commit these crimes 

 

B'Tselem (Israeli HR 
Org.) 

Crime of starvation 
under international law 
in Gaza, apartheid 
state, shift from 
repression to 
destruction/annihilation 
in Gaza 

Israel under 
Netanyahu's 
government committing 
crime of starvation; his 
policies shifted towards 
destruction 

 

VI. Conclusion: Synthesizing the Evidence 
The comprehensive review of Benjamin Netanyahu's public statements, the policies 
implemented during his premiership, and the assessments by various international and 
domestic actors reveals a complex and deeply concerning pattern. His rhetoric, notably the 
"Arab droves" comment and his assertion that Israel is "not a state of all its citizens" , has been 
widely condemned as incitement and discriminatory. This rhetorical approach, particularly the 
calculated use of fear to mobilize political support, demonstrates a deliberate act of political 
racialization rather than a spontaneous expression of personal prejudice. 
More significantly, the policies implemented and overseen under his leadership, including 
aggressive settlement expansion , restrictive economic measures , and severe security 
operations in Gaza , have had devastating and disproportionate impacts on Palestinians. These 
impacts include widespread displacement, deprivation of basic necessities, and immense loss 
of life. The consistent findings from multiple independent bodies, based on documented 
practices and their severe outcomes, provide strong grounds for the allegations of racism and 
related crimes under international law. 
A crucial observation is the significant and growing consensus among authoritative international 
legal and human rights bodies (International Court of Justice, International Criminal Court, 
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch) and even some Israeli human rights groups 
(B'Tselem) that these actions and the broader Israeli system amount to "apartheid," 
"persecution," "war crimes," and "genocide". These terms, particularly "apartheid," directly relate 



to systemic racial discrimination and domination under international law. The "Greater Israel" 
vision and the rhetoric around "voluntary migration" from Gaza further underscore a policy 
direction that seeks to alter demographic realities and deny Palestinian self-determination, 
aligning with elements of racial discrimination and forcible transfer. 
While Netanyahu and his government consistently deny these accusations, often framing them 
as politically motivated or antisemitic , the consistent findings from multiple independent bodies, 
based on documented practices and their severe outcomes, provide strong grounds for the 
allegations of racism and related crimes under international law. The issuance of International 
Criminal Court arrest warrants for war crimes and crimes against humanity further highlights the 
gravity of these assessments. The analysis reveals that it is the cumulative effect of 
Netanyahu's rhetoric combined with the sustained implementation of discriminatory policies that 
leads to the conclusion of systemic racism or apartheid. The rhetoric serves to create an 
ideological justification and mobilize political support, while the policies enact the discriminatory 
outcomes on the ground. This demonstrates a powerful, reinforcing loop between discourse and 
action, where words shape policy and policy reinforces the underlying discriminatory framework. 
The report's findings shift the focus from a colloquial understanding of "racism" as individual 
prejudice to a legal and systemic definition, particularly as manifested in "apartheid" and 
"persecution." While proving individual, explicit racist intent is inherently challenging, the impact 
and character of the state policies and actions under Netanyahu's leadership are demonstrably 
discriminatory and oppressive along racial/ethnic lines, as assessed by international law. 

VII. Recommendations 
Based on the comprehensive findings of this report, several avenues for further research and 
policy considerations are proposed to foster a deeper understanding of the issues and to 
explore potential paths forward. 

A. Further Research Avenues 

To further elucidate the complex dynamics at play, it is recommended to: 
●​ Conduct detailed longitudinal studies on the socio-economic disparities between Israeli 

citizens of Palestinian heritage and Jewish Israelis. Such studies should specifically 
examine the legislative and budgetary decisions made under various Netanyahu 
governments that contributed to these gaps, including their long-term effects on 
communities and individuals. 

●​ Perform a comprehensive comparative legal analysis of the Nation-State Law against 
international human rights conventions concerning non-discrimination and minority rights. 
This research should explore its practical application and judicial interpretations in greater 
depth, particularly how it affects the daily lives and rights of non-Jewish citizens. 

●​ Undertake in-depth qualitative research into the lived experiences of Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza under specific policies implemented during Netanyahu's terms. 
Utilizing ethnographic methods would provide a granular understanding of the human 
impact of these policies, capturing the nuances often missed in quantitative data. 

●​ Analyze the evolution of "anti-Palestinian racism" as a distinct academic and legal 
concept. This research would explore how it intersects with, or is distinct from, other forms 
of racism and settler-colonial studies, thereby contributing to the theoretical framework for 
understanding the conflict. 



B. Policy Considerations 

Addressing the systemic issues identified in this report requires a multi-faceted approach 
grounded in international law and human rights principles: 

●​ International actors should be urged to uphold their obligations under international law to 
ensure accountability for alleged war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide, as 
indicated by the International Criminal Court and International Court of Justice. This 
includes supporting their investigative and prosecutorial efforts to ensure that perpetrators 
are held responsible. This imperative for accountability is a fundamental foundation for 
addressing systemic racism. 

●​ Advocacy for increased international pressure on Israel to halt all settlement expansion 
and reverse policies that undermine the viability of a two-state solution or contribute to 
forcible displacement and ethnic cleansing is crucial. These actions are not merely 
political but have direct human rights and demographic implications. 

●​ Calls for the immediate and unconditional lifting of blockades and unimpeded access for 
humanitarian aid into Gaza are essential to address the deliberate starvation and 
humanitarian catastrophe documented by human rights organizations. The weaponization 
of basic necessities constitutes a severe violation of international humanitarian law. 

●​ Support for robust international efforts towards Palestinian self-determination and the 
establishment of a contiguous, sovereign Palestinian state is critical, recognizing this as a 
fundamental prerequisite for long-term peace and stability. 

●​ Promotion and funding of initiatives that foster dialogue, cooperation, and mutual 
understanding between Israelis and Palestinians are important. These initiatives should 
specifically challenge discriminatory narratives and work towards equality and mutual 
respect, moving beyond the "us vs. them" framing. The proposed policy recommendations 
demonstrate that the issues at hand are deeply intertwined, encompassing political, 
economic, and human rights dimensions, and cannot be addressed in isolation. 
Addressing racism in this complex environment necessitates a holistic approach that 
recognizes and tackles these interdependencies, reinforcing the systemic nature of the 
problem and the need for integrated solutions. 
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