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Abstract



This forensic analysis examines Dick Cheney's
unprecedented influence as Vice President, focusing on
the intersection of ideology, war, and profit surrounding the
Iraqg War. It details his foundational role in the
neoconservative Project for a New American Century
(PNAC), the systematic manipulation of intelligence to
justify the 2003 invasion, and significant financial conflicts
of interest through ties to Halliburton. The report argues
Cheney was a central architect, transforming a pre-existing
strategic agenda into policy post-9/11 for inmense private

gain.
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Key Takeaways



e Dick Cheney played an unprecedented role in shaping U.S.
foreign policy, particularly after 9/11.

e His actions were driven by a pre-existing neoconservative
agenda, notably from the Project for a New American Century
(PNAC).

 Intelligence was systematically politicized, primarily through
the Office of Special Plans (OSP), to justify the Irag War.

o Cheney maintained significant financial ties to Halliburton,
which profited immensely from war contracts, creating major
conflicts of interest.

e The Irag War is presented as a consequence of ideological
motive, executive means (intelligence manipulation), and
financial opportunity.

1. Introduction: The Architect of
a New American Century

During his tenure as Vice President in the George W. Bush
administration, Richard B. Cheney wielded a degree of power
unprecedented for the office. He was a figure of extraordinary
influence who fundamentally reshaped American foreign policy in
the volatile and defining post-9/11 era. Moving far beyond a
traditional advisory role, Cheney became the central architect of
the administration's most consequential decisions, transforming a
national tragedy into the catalyst for a pre-existing strategic
agenda.



Influential political leader.

This report presents a forensic analysis of the case against Vice
President Cheney, built upon three interlocking pillars of evidence.
It will establish: 1) the ideological motive, demonstrated by his
foundational role in the Project for a New American Century, a
neoconservative think tank that provided the administration's
strategic blueprint for global dominance; 2) the executive means,
by which he orchestrated the 2003 invasion of Iraq through the
systematic manipulation of intelligence to manufacture a public
rationale for a predetermined war; and 3) the financial opportunity,
revealed through the significant conflicts of interest arising from
his deep and continuing ties to corporations that reaped billions
from the very policies he engineered. An examination of these
pillars is essential to reconstructing the ideological foundations
that drove the administration toward conflict.



2. The Neoconservative
Blueprint: Cheney and the
Project for a New American
Century (PNAC)

To comprehend the actions taken by the Bush administration after
September 11, 2001, one must first exhume the ideological
framework that was put in place years before the attacks. The
Project for the New American Century (PNAC), a neoconservative
think tank established in 1997, served as the primary intellectual
and political vehicle for this framework. Dick Cheney's
foundational involvement with PNAC provides the motive for his
subsequent actions as Vice President; he was not reacting to
events but rather executing a pre-existing and comprehensive
strategic vision.

Cheney was a prominent signatory to PNAC's 1997 "Statement of
Principles," a document that explicitly called for a "Reaganite
policy of military strength and moral clarity." This agenda was
designed to capitalize on America's post-Cold War status as the
world's sole superpower.



Strategic blueprint: military, political, architectural integration.
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The primary goals of PNAC's strategic vision were clear and
ambitious:

e A significant increase in defense spending.
e Challenging regimes hostile to U.S. interests and values.
e Promoting political and economic freedom abroad.

e Accepting America's unique role in preserving a U.S-led
international order.

This ideology was not new; its intellectual lineage traces directly
back to the 1992 Defense Policy Guidance. That document,
praised by PNAC as a "blueprint for maintaining U.S.
preeminence," was authored by Paul Wolfowitz under the direct
supervision of Dick Cheney, who was then serving as Secretary of
Defense.



In its September 2000 report, "Rebuilding America's Defenses,"
PNAC articulated the specific requirements for achieving its vision
of American global supremacy. A single sentence from this report
would prove remarkably prescient, noting that the radical process
of military transformation would likely be a long one, "absent
some catastrophic and catalyzing event like a new Pearl Harbor."
This phrase established the political precondition for action,
essentially defining the exact nature of the crisis required to
generate the political capital for their agenda.

The power of PNAC lay not only in its ideas but in the formidable
coalition it assembled—a coalition that functioned as a
government-in-waiting. When George W. Bush took office,
numerous PNAC signatories transitioned seamlessly into senior
national security positions. This government-in-waiting was not
only ideologically unified but also deeply embedded within the
corporate and defense sectors, creating a natural alignment
between their strategic ambitions and future financial outcomes.

Position in George W.

Bush Administration

Dick Cheney Signatory Vice President

Donald

Signatory Secretary of Defense
Rumsfeld

Deputy Secretary of
Paul Wolfowitz Signatory PUtY Y
Defense
l. Lewis . .
) Chief of Staff to the Vice
"Scooter" Signatory

President



Libby

Senior Director, National

John R. Bolton Director Under Secretary of State

The attacks of September 11, 2001, tragically provided the very
"catastrophic and catalyzing event" that this pre-existing
blueprint had identified as the necessary precondition for its rapid
execution.

3. Architect of War: Cheney's
Role in Shaping the Post-9/11
Response

The aftermath of the September 11th attacks was the critical
juncture where the abstract ideology of the Project for a New
American Century was transformed into official U.S. policy. Vice
President Cheney was the central figure driving this
transformation, seizing the political opportunity created by the
national tragedy to pivot the administration's focus toward a long-
held neoconservative objective: the invasion of Iraq.



Anonymous, obscured, influential figure.

From the earliest moments of the crisis, Cheney, alongside
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld and Deputy Secretary of
Defense Paul Wolfowitz, formed a powerful triumvirate within the
administration. The triumvirate executed this push through a
relentless public relations campaign designed to convince the
American public that Saddam Hussein posed a grave and
imminent danger. According to available analyses, top
administration officials, Cheney foremost among them, made at
least 532 false statements about the threat posed by Iraq to
justify the impending war.

3.1. Intelligence Politicization and the
Office of Special Plans (OSP)



The administration's primary means of prosecuting its case for
war was the manipulation of intelligence to support pre-
determined policy goals. Vice President Cheney was a primary
influence in the "stovepiping" of raw, unvetted intelligence directly
to senior policymakers. This process, often managed through
newly created structures like the Pentagon's Office of Special
Plans (OSP), deliberately bypassed the traditional analytical
procedures of the professional intelligence community. The OSP
was the operational tool required to bypass an intelligence
community whose professional assessments would not support
the pre-existing PNAC objective of invading Iraq.

Compromised intelligence report.



This politicization of intelligence was later confirmed by official
investigations. The Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
(SSCI) Phase Il report concluded that senior policymakers,
including Cheney, "repeatedly characterized Irag's weapons of
mass destruction programs in more conclusive and threatening
terms than were substantiated by the underlying intelligence
assessments."

Cheney was particularly instrumental in asserting a definitive link
between Iraq and al-Qaeda. He publicly advanced this claim
despite the fact that exhaustive investigations by the 9/11
Commission, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), and the
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) all found no evidence of a
collaborative relationship between Saddam Hussein's secular
regime and the Islamist terrorist group.

This systematic construction of a false rationale for war was
merely an intellectual exercise; it was the necessary predicate for
creating the public mandate for military action. This action, in turn,
unlocked immense financial opportunities that intersected directly
with the architects of the policy.

4. The Revolving Door: War
Profiteering and Conflicts of
Interest



The concept of a "revolving door" between government service
and private industry is central to any forensic analysis of the era's
policy motivations. Dick Cheney's career stands as a primary case
study of this phenomenon, and an examination of his financial ties
is essential to a full assessment of the opportunity that drove the
administration's war policy.

Government-corporate revolving door.
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From 1995 to 2000, immediately before becoming Vice President,
Cheney served as Chairman and CEO of Halliburton, a major
oilfield services and defense logistics company. This position
placed him at the apex of the military-industrial complex he would
soon oversee from the White House. Upon taking office, Cheney
maintained a significant and ongoing financial relationship with his
former company, creating a direct conflict of interest between his
public duties and his personal wealth.

e Continued Financial Ties: Cheney retained substantial
financial connections to Halliburton, including large amounts of
deferred compensation and a significant number of stock
options.

o Stock Option Surge: As Halliburton's fortunes soared with the
onset of war, so did the value of Cheney's holdings. By 2005,
the value of his stock options in the company had risen by an
astonishing 3,281% in a single year, reaching a value of over $8
million.

o Official Conflict of Interest: This financial arrangement was
not an ethical gray area; the Congressional Research Service
(CRS) concluded in September 2003 that Cheney's holding of
these stock options and his receipt of deferred compensation
legally constituted a "financial interest" in the company while
he was serving in elective office.

Under Cheney's vice presidency, Halliburton's subsidiary, Kellogg
Brown & Root (KBR), became a primary corporate beneficiary of
the Irag War, securing massive, often non-bid government
contracts. The "light footprint" invasion strategy, justified by the
false WMD premise, directly contributed to the post-invasion
chaos that necessitated the massive, open-ended logistics and
reconstruction contracts from which KBR profited most.



Financial exchange: contracts and funds.
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The impropriety surrounding these contracts was so severe that it
prompted a public warning from the Army Corps of Engineers' top
contracting official, Bunny Greenhouse. She testified that the
abuse related to KBR contracts was the "most blatant and
improper contract abuse" she had witnessed in her long career.

In his dual roles, Dick Cheney came to "perfectly embodying the
revolving door between war-profiteering and warmongering."

5. Conclusion: A Legacy of
Influence and Impunity



A forensic examination of the available evidence reveals a
consistent and interlocking architecture of influence wielded by
Vice President Dick Cheney. He was a central figure at the
intersection of three powerful forces: a pre-packaged
neoconservative ideology that provided the motive; the aggressive
use of misrepresented intelligence to provide the means for a war
of choice; and a profound financial conflict of interest that
presented the opportunity for immense private gain.

His legacy is that of a uniquely powerful vice president who
successfully merged a pre-existing ideological agenda with the
political opportunity created by a national tragedy. By positioning
himself and his associates at the heart of the national security
apparatus, Cheney was able to transform the theoretical goals of a
think tank into the military and foreign policy of the world's sole
superpower. His career demonstrates a clear through-line from
advocating for regime change in the 1990s to orchestrating its
execution in the 2000s, all while maintaining financial ties to a
corporation that reaped billions from the resulting conflict. For
these actions, he was widely criticized as a "chief architect of the
illegal Iraq War."
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