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Subject: Organic Certification in Canada

Organic certification is an essential process for Canadian farmers, food
producers, and businesses seeking to align their products with the highest
environmental and health standards. This guide provides a thorough
exploration of the steps, standards, and resources involved in becoming
certified organic under the Canadian Organic Regime (COR). From
understanding the certification process to navigating international trade, this
comprehensive guide is a must-have for anyone involved in organic
production.

Abstract:

As the demand for organic products continues to rise, businesses and
producers in Canada must understand the detailed requirements for organic
certification. This comprehensive guide walks readers through the organic
certification process, offering practical advice on eligibility, documentation,
inspections, and compliance with the Canadian Organic Standards (COS). In
addition, the guide provides insights into the challenges and benefits of
certification, real-world case studies from successful Canadian organic
businesses, and strategies for exporting certified organic products to
international markets.

Featuring checklists, sample forms, and a full glossary of key terms, this guide
is designed to be an essential resource for organic farmers, processors, and
anyone interested in the growing organic sector. Whether you’re new to
organic production or looking to expand your certified organic business, this
book will equip you with the knowledge and tools to succeed in the Canadian
organic marketplace.
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Introduction

Why Organic Certification Matters in Canada

Organic certification plays a pivotal role in Canada’s agricultural and consumer
landscape. As awareness of sustainable and healthy living grows, consumers are
increasingly looking for products they can trust—goods that are not only free from
harmful chemicals but also produced in a way that respects environmental balance.
Organic certification provides that trust. It assures consumers that the food they eat,
the products they use, and the farms that produce them meet strict national and
international standards for organic integrity.



In a world where the term "organic" is often loosely applied, certification is the key to
ensuring that only genuinely organic products carry the label. For farmers and
businesses, organic certification opens doors to new markets, both domestically and
internationally. It also allows producers to differentiate their products and access
premium pricing, making it a powerful tool for growth and sustainability. But beyond
the economic benefits, organic certification serves a higher purpose: protecting
ecosystems, promoting biodiversity, and safeguarding the health of future
generations.

The Growing Demand for Organic Products

Over the past decade, demand for organic products has surged across Canada.
Consumers are not only seeking out fresh, organic produce but also organic
processed foods, cosmetics, textiles, and even household products. According to
recent studies, organic food sales in Canada have grown exponentially, making it a
multi-billion dollar industry. What began as a niche market for health-conscious
consumers has become a significant sector of the national economy.

This shift has prompted farmers and businesses across the country to explore
organic certification as a way to meet consumer demand and benefit from market
expansion. Organic products are not just a trend—they are part of a larger
movement towards responsible, sustainable consumption. For producers, this means
that becoming certified is no longer optional if they wish to compete in a rapidly
evolving marketplace.

Purpose of the Guide

This guide has been designed as a comprehensive roadmap for anyone seeking to
navigate the organic certification process in Canada. Whether you’re a farmer
transitioning from conventional farming practices, a food producer expanding into
organic markets, or a small business owner looking to certify your products, this
book will serve as your essential resource.

By the end of this guide, you will:

● Understand the different types of organic certifications available in Canada
and beyond.

● Know the key steps involved in becoming certified, from initial applications to
inspections and renewals.

● Be aware of the costs associated with certification, along with potential
funding opportunities.



● Gain insight into the benefits and challenges of organic certification, through
real-world case studies and examples.

● Be equipped with tools, checklists, and resources to streamline your
certification journey.

Whether you are starting from scratch or already familiar with organic practices, this
guide will provide the clarity and confidence you need to achieve and maintain
organic certification. Together, we’ll explore everything from the technical standards
governing organic production to the market opportunities that await certified
businesses in Canada and abroad.

That concludes the Introduction.

Chapter 1: Understanding Organic Certifications in Canada

What is Organic Certification?

Organic certification is a formal process by which a product is verified to meet
specific organic standards, ensuring that it has been produced in an environmentally
sustainable and health-conscious manner. Certification encompasses all aspects of
agricultural production, from soil management and seed selection to pest control and
post-harvest handling. Organic certification is not limited to fresh produce but applies
to processed foods, textiles, cosmetics, and even certain household products.

At its core, organic certification guarantees that no synthetic chemicals, genetically
modified organisms (GMOs), or artificial additives are used in the farming,
processing, or manufacturing of certified products. The process also ensures that
farming practices promote soil fertility, biodiversity, and ecological balance, making
organic certification much more than a marketing label—it is a commitment to
long-term environmental stewardship and sustainable practices.

Certification is critical in distinguishing authentic organic products from those that
may only claim to be organic. By adhering to recognized standards and undergoing
thorough inspections, certified organic products provide consumers with confidence
that what they’re buying truly aligns with organic principles.

A Brief History of Organic Certification in Canada

The roots of organic farming in Canada stretch back to the early 20th century when
small, environmentally conscious farming communities began to explore alternatives



to chemical-laden agricultural practices. However, it wasn’t until the late 1970s and
1980s that organic farming gained momentum as a national movement, driven by
growing concerns over pesticide use and soil degradation.

By the early 1990s, with increasing consumer demand for organic products, several
private organic certification bodies had emerged. However, the lack of consistent
standards across Canada led to confusion in the marketplace. Producers,
consumers, and retailers needed a uniform set of rules to ensure that organic claims
were credible and comparable across regions.

In response, the Canadian government introduced the Canadian Organic Regime
(COR) in 2009, which established a national standard for organic production. COR’s
creation marked a major turning point, providing a unified regulatory framework that
is now the foundation of organic certification across the country. Under COR, the
Canadian Organic Standards (COS) were developed to outline precise
requirements for everything from crop production to livestock management.

Today, COR not only governs the certification process domestically but also plays a
vital role in international trade, as Canada’s organic standards are recognized by key
markets, including the United States and the European Union.

The Role of the Canadian Organic Regime (COR)

The Canadian Organic Regime (COR) serves as the cornerstone of organic
certification in Canada. Administered by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA), COR ensures that all organic products sold in Canada meet the strict
guidelines outlined in the Canadian Organic Standards (COS).

The role of COR is twofold:

1. Regulating Organic Products: COR ensures that products labeled as
organic—whether grown, processed, or imported—comply with national
standards. This covers not only the growing practices but also the handling,
processing, and labeling of organic goods.

2. Accrediting Certification Bodies: COR works with certification bodies
across the country that are responsible for inspecting and certifying farms and
businesses. These certification bodies are audited by COR to ensure that
their inspections meet the national standards.

Under COR, only products that meet the COS guidelines are allowed to carry the
"Canada Organic" label, an internationally recognized symbol of organic integrity.
This label guarantees consumers that the product adheres to the highest organic
standards and has undergone a rigorous certification process.



The Importance of Certification

Organic certification offers a range of benefits, not just for producers but also for
consumers, the environment, and the broader market. Below are some key reasons
why organic certification is crucial:

1. Consumer Trust: Certified organic products are easily identifiable through
labels and logos, offering consumers transparency and confidence in what
they are purchasing. Certification ensures that products have been produced
without harmful chemicals, GMOs, or synthetic inputs, appealing to those who
prioritize health and sustainability.

2. Market Access: For producers, organic certification opens doors to both
domestic and international markets. Certified products are in demand,
especially as consumers grow more aware of the environmental and health
benefits of organic farming. Certification allows businesses to access
premium markets, including export opportunities to countries with similar
organic standards.

3. Premium Pricing: Organic products often command higher prices than
conventional products due to the additional labor and care involved in organic
farming. Certification validates the extra effort and justifies higher price points,
giving organic producers an economic advantage.

4. Environmental Stewardship: Organic farming is rooted in ecological
principles, emphasizing biodiversity, soil health, and sustainable land use.
Certified organic farms contribute to a healthier environment by avoiding
synthetic pesticides and fertilizers, promoting soil conservation, and fostering
ecosystems that support a wide range of species.

5. Brand Integrity: Certification helps businesses maintain a strong reputation
by providing independent verification that their products meet stringent
organic standards. This can be a key differentiator in a crowded marketplace,
where "organic" claims may otherwise lack credibility.

This chapter has provided an overview of what organic certification is, its historical
background in Canada, the role of the Canadian Organic Regime, and why
certification is so important for both producers and consumers.

Chapter 2: The Different Types of Organic Certifications

Organic certification in Canada isn't a one-size-fits-all system. While the Canadian
Organic Regime (COR) is the most widely recognized and enforced certification,



various other national and international certifications exist. These certifications may
differ slightly in their standards, processes, and the regions they cover, but they all
share the core principles of organic production—eschewing synthetic chemicals,
promoting biodiversity, and encouraging sustainable farming practices.
Understanding these different certifications is critical for producers seeking to tap
into multiple markets, both domestically and globally.

National and International Certifications

While most Canadian producers seek certification under COR, other certifications
can be beneficial for businesses looking to expand into foreign markets or adhere to
specific regional preferences. Below are the main certifications that producers in
Canada should be aware of:

1. Canada Organic Regime (COR)
○ The COR is the gold standard for organic certification in Canada,

governed by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). Products
certified under COR are allowed to carry the "Canada Organic" label,
which signifies that they meet the Canadian Organic Standards (COS).

○ COR certification is also recognized internationally, thanks to Canada's
equivalency agreements with major trading partners like the United
States and the European Union. This makes COR one of the most
versatile certifications for Canadian producers looking to sell abroad.

2. USDA Organic (United States)
○ For Canadian producers who export to the U.S., the USDA Organic

certification may be a critical consideration. While Canada and the U.S.
have an equivalency agreement that allows COR-certified products to
be sold as organic in the U.S. (and vice versa), some producers may
still choose to apply directly for USDA Organic certification if they’re
focusing heavily on the American market.

○ The USDA Organic label is highly recognized in the U.S. and gives
producers access to a vast, lucrative market for organic products.

3. EU Organic (European Union)
○ Similar to the U.S., Canada has an equivalency agreement with the

European Union, meaning that COR-certified products can be sold as
organic in the EU without needing additional certification.

○ However, businesses targeting specific European countries might
choose to pursue the EU Organic certification to bolster consumer
confidence. The EU Organic label is widely recognized throughout
Europe and provides a competitive edge for businesses heavily
invested in European markets.

4. JAS Organic (Japan)



○ Japan is another significant market for organic products, and the
Japanese Agricultural Standard (JAS) Organic certification is
essential for businesses exporting to Japan.

○ Canada and Japan have an organic equivalency arrangement, allowing
Canadian producers to export COR-certified goods to Japan. However,
for businesses that want to market heavily in Japan, holding the JAS
Organic label might provide additional credibility.

5. Private Organic Certifications
○ Several private certification bodies operate within Canada and

internationally. These bodies often certify products under the COR
standards but may also offer additional services or niche certifications.
Popular private certification bodies include Pro-Cert and Ecocert (both
discussed in detail in Chapter 3).

○ These private certifications can be advantageous for businesses that
require certification across multiple countries or sectors, as many
private bodies are recognized internationally and offer certifications
beyond the COR standards.

Private vs. Government Certifications

Organic certification can come from either private organizations or
government-accredited bodies. The main difference between the two lies in oversight
and recognition. Government certifications, like those under COR or USDA Organic,
are regulated by national agencies and are typically recognized in formal trade
agreements. Private certifications, while still valid, often provide additional layers of
certification, addressing specific market needs or niches. Below is a comparison of
the two types:

● Government Certifications:
○ Examples: COR (Canada), USDA Organic (United States), EU Organic

(European Union)
○ These certifications are mandated by national governments and are

required for products labeled organic in the respective countries. They
tend to follow strict national standards and are recognized through
formal trade equivalencies, making them essential for international
trade.

● Private Certifications:
○ Examples: Pro-Cert, Ecocert
○ These certifications are offered by third-party organizations that follow

government standards but may also certify to additional standards.
Private certifications are often valuable for producers looking to certify
across multiple countries or for those needing specialized services,



such as product-specific certifications (e.g., organic textiles or
cosmetics).

○ Private certifiers may also offer faster application processes and more
personalized services than government agencies, which can be
attractive for small producers or niche markets.

Standards for Various Product Categories

The organic certification process varies depending on the type of product being
certified. Each category has its own set of standards and regulations to ensure
compliance with organic principles. Below is an overview of the major product
categories covered by organic certifications in Canada:

1. Agricultural Products:
○ This includes all fresh produce, grains, and livestock raised for food.

Certification focuses heavily on soil health, crop rotation, pest
management, and the prohibition of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides.

○ For livestock, certification also ensures that animals are raised in
conditions that promote their health and well-being, with access to
outdoor areas and organic feed.

2. Processed Foods:
○ Processed foods, such as sauces, snacks, or frozen meals, can also

be certified organic. In this category, certification ensures that at least
95% of the ingredients used are certified organic, and that processing
aids, preservatives, and additives meet organic standards.

○ Processing facilities must also comply with organic handling
regulations, ensuring that contamination with non-organic products is
prevented at every stage.

3. Cosmetics and Personal Care Products:
○ Organic certification for cosmetics is a growing sector, with standards

focusing on the use of organic ingredients and sustainable production
processes. Ecocert and Pro-Cert are two certifiers that offer
certification for cosmetics, based on both national and international
standards.

○ Certified organic cosmetics must avoid synthetic fragrances, dyes, and
petrochemical ingredients, ensuring that products meet high safety and
environmental standards.

4. Textiles:
○ Organic textile certification focuses on the raw materials used, such as

organic cotton, wool, or hemp. The certification also extends to how
these materials are processed, ensuring that the production methods
adhere to organic principles and minimize the environmental impact.



○ Standards like the Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS) are
commonly used for certifying organic textiles, ensuring the
sustainability and integrity of textile production.

5. Other Products:
○ Certification can extend to products like organic seeds, fertilizers, and

even household goods such as cleaning products. These certifications
ensure that the materials and methods used in these products are safe
for the environment and align with organic principles.

This chapter provided an overview of the various types of organic certifications, both
national and international, as well as distinctions between private and government
certification bodies. It also touched on how organic certification standards vary by
product category, demonstrating the breadth and versatility of organic certification in
Canada.

Chapter 3: Key Organic Certification Bodies in Canada

While the Canadian Organic Regime (COR) governs organic certification
nationwide, various certification bodies are responsible for inspecting farms and
businesses, ensuring compliance with the Canadian Organic Standards (COS).
These certification bodies play a crucial role in maintaining organic integrity by
performing audits, inspections, and verifying that producers meet the necessary
requirements. In this chapter, we will look at the most prominent certification bodies
in Canada, their specific roles, and what sets them apart.

Canada Organic (COR)

The Canada Organic Regime (COR) certification is the standard for any product
sold as organic within Canada. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)
accredits and oversees certification bodies to ensure that their inspections meet
national standards. COR certification ensures that products comply with the
Canadian Organic Standards (COS), which cover everything from crop production
to livestock and food processing.

● Key Features of COR Certification:
○ COR-certified products can display the Canada Organic Logo, which

is internationally recognized and trusted by consumers.
○ COR certification covers a wide range of products, including fresh

produce, processed foods, textiles, and cosmetics.



○ The Canada Organic Standard is accepted by major international
markets, including the U.S., the EU, and Japan, making COR
certification valuable for producers seeking export opportunities.

● Application Process:
○ Producers must apply to one of the CFIA-accredited certification

bodies, which will review the application, conduct inspections, and
verify that the product complies with the COS.

Pro-Cert Organic Systems Ltd.

Pro-Cert is one of Canada’s largest and most well-established organic certification
bodies. It offers certification services not only in Canada but also in the United States
and internationally. Pro-Cert is accredited under the COR, and its certification is
recognized by other organic standards, including USDA Organic and EU Organic,
making it a versatile choice for businesses that operate across borders.

● Key Features of Pro-Cert:
○ Pro-Cert offers a broad range of certification services for food products,

agricultural operations, processors, and handlers.
○ It provides certification for various organic standards, including COR,

USDA Organic, and EU Organic, allowing producers to meet multiple
certification requirements with a single inspection.

○ Pro-Cert has a reputation for its thorough and efficient inspection
process, making it a preferred choice for businesses with complex
certification needs.

● Application Process:
○ Producers start by submitting an application, which includes detailed

information about their farming practices, inputs used, and handling
procedures. Pro-Cert then arranges an on-site inspection to verify
compliance.

○ Pro-Cert’s online portal streamlines the application and renewal
process, making it easy for producers to track their certification status
and maintain their records.

Ecocert Canada

Ecocert is an internationally recognized organic certification body that operates in
more than 130 countries. In Canada, Ecocert is one of the largest certifiers, offering
a wide range of certification services under the COR as well as other international
organic standards. Ecocert’s broad expertise and global presence make it a strong
choice for producers looking for both domestic and international certifications.



● Key Features of Ecocert:
○ Ecocert certifies a wide range of organic products, including food,

cosmetics, textiles, and even household cleaning products.
○ It is highly recognized for its certification in both the food and cosmetics

sectors, with specific expertise in organic cosmetics, a rapidly growing
market.

○ Ecocert also offers certifications for sustainable agriculture and fair
trade, allowing producers to highlight their commitment to both organic
practices and social responsibility.

● Application Process:
○ Ecocert’s process involves an initial application review, followed by an

inspection to verify that the producer meets the organic standards for
their product category. Ecocert offers a flexible certification process that
caters to the diverse needs of producers in multiple sectors.

Other Canadian Certification Bodies

Several other regional and specialized certification bodies provide organic
certification in Canada, many of which are also accredited by COR. These bodies
cater to specific regions or types of products and often offer additional services, such
as certifications for sustainable agriculture or specific market requirements.

1. Pacific Agricultural Certification Society (PACS)
○ Focus: Primarily serves organic producers in British Columbia and the

western provinces.
○ Key Features: PACS is known for its regional expertise and offers

certification for organic food, livestock, and processing operations. It
also provides certifications for sustainable farming practices beyond
the organic standards.

2. Fraser Valley Organic Producers Association (FVOPA)
○ Focus: FVOPA focuses on organic certification for producers in British

Columbia and nearby regions.
○ Key Features: FVOPA provides organic certification under COR and

offers a streamlined certification process for smaller-scale producers
and family farms. Its regional focus ensures it is well-versed in the
specific needs of western Canadian producers.

3. TCO Cert (TransCanada Organic Certification Services)
○ Focus: Primarily serves the prairie provinces, including Alberta,

Saskatchewan, and Manitoba.
○ Key Features: TCO Cert specializes in certifying organic producers

and processors in the agricultural heartland of Canada. It is known for
its close ties to local farming communities and offers a personalized,
farmer-friendly certification process.



Choosing the Right Certification Body

Selecting the right certification body depends on several factors, including your
location, the type of product you are certifying, and your target markets. Below are
key considerations when choosing a certifier:

1. Accreditation and Recognition:
○ Ensure that the certification body is accredited by the CFIA under the

Canadian Organic Regime (COR). If you plan to export, look for
certifiers that are also accredited under international standards such as
USDA Organic or EU Organic.

2. Specialization:
○ Some certifiers specialize in specific sectors, such as food, textiles, or

cosmetics. If your product falls into one of these categories, selecting a
certifier with expertise in that area can simplify the process.

3. Customer Service:
○ The certification process can be complex, and it’s important to choose

a certifier that offers good customer support. Consider certification
bodies that provide comprehensive guidance and support throughout
the certification process.

4. Fees and Costs:
○ Certification costs can vary significantly between certifiers. Make sure

to compare application fees, inspection costs, and renewal fees before
choosing a certification body.

5. Location and Accessibility:
○ Some certification bodies operate nationally, while others may have a

more regional focus. If you prefer more personalized service or
inspections, a certifier with strong local ties might be a better fit.

This chapter has provided an overview of the key organic certification bodies in
Canada, including government-backed certifiers like COR and private bodies such
as Pro-Cert and Ecocert. It also highlighted regional certifiers and considerations for
choosing the right certification body for your organic business.

Chapter 4: Step-by-Step Guide to Getting Certified

Obtaining organic certification in Canada is a multi-step process that ensures your
products meet the Canadian Organic Standards (COS) under the Canada Organic
Regime (COR). While the process may seem complex at first, breaking it down into



clear, actionable steps will help you navigate the certification smoothly. Whether you
are certifying a farm, processing facility, or a product line, the following step-by-step
guide will cover the essential requirements and tasks needed to achieve organic
certification.

Step 1: Understanding Eligibility

Before you begin the certification process, it's important to assess whether your farm
or business is eligible for organic certification. Organic certification applies to a wide
range of products, including agricultural goods, processed foods, cosmetics, and
textiles. However, not all businesses or practices automatically qualify for
certification.

● Agriculture: Farms must adhere to organic farming practices, which include
using organic seeds, maintaining soil health through crop rotation, and
avoiding synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. There is often a conversion period
for conventional farms transitioning to organic, usually lasting three years.
During this period, the farm must follow organic practices before it can be
certified.

● Processed Products: For processed foods, at least 95% of the ingredients
must be certified organic to label the product as organic. The remaining 5%
must come from a list of allowed non-organic substances, and the processing
facility must follow strict guidelines to prevent contamination with non-organic
ingredients.

● Other Products (Cosmetics, Textiles, etc.): Different product categories
may have specific eligibility criteria based on the materials and processes
used. For example, cosmetics must avoid synthetic additives, and organic
textiles must be produced using organic fibers.

Step 2: Preparing for Certification

Preparation is key to ensuring that your application and inspection go smoothly. The
preparation phase includes understanding the necessary documentation, developing
organic management plans, and preparing for potential changes to your farming or
processing methods.

● Documentation: You'll need to keep thorough records of your production
process. This includes inputs used (seeds, fertilizers, etc.), crop management
strategies, pest control measures, and handling procedures for processed
goods. The more detailed your records, the easier it will be to demonstrate
compliance during inspections.



● Organic System Plan (OSP): The Organic System Plan (OSP) is the
cornerstone of your certification application. It details how your farm or facility
complies with organic standards. The OSP covers everything from soil
management and crop rotation to cleaning procedures in a processing facility.
Certification bodies will review your OSP to ensure that your operation aligns
with the Canadian Organic Standards (COS).

● Transition Period for Farms: Conventional farms undergoing conversion to
organic typically need to follow organic farming practices for three years
before certification can be granted. This conversion period is necessary to
ensure that the soil and crops are free from prohibited chemicals.

Step 3: Choosing a Certification Body

Once you have prepared the necessary documentation and ensured that your farm
or business is compliant with organic standards, you’ll need to choose a certification
body. As covered in Chapter 3, different certification bodies offer slightly different
services, but all must be accredited under the Canadian Organic Regime (COR).

● Factors to Consider:
○ Regional focus: If your operation is located in a particular region, you

might prefer a certifier with strong ties to your area (e.g., PACS or
FVOPA for British Columbia).

○ Specialized services: If you're certifying a niche product like cosmetics
or textiles, select a certifier with experience in those industries (e.g.,
Ecocert).

○ Cost: Certification fees vary by certifier, so it's important to compare
costs, including application fees, inspection fees, and renewal costs.

Step 4: Application Process

Once you've selected a certification body, the next step is to submit your application.
The application process involves providing detailed information about your
production methods and how they meet organic standards.

● Filling Out the Application: The application typically includes sections on the
types of products you're certifying, the inputs used (such as seeds, feed, or
processing ingredients), and your Organic System Plan (OSP). Some
certification bodies provide an online application portal to streamline the
process.

● Supporting Documents: You’ll need to submit supporting documents,
including your Organic System Plan, input records, processing logs (if
applicable), and possibly maps of your farm or production facility. This



paperwork demonstrates your compliance with organic standards and will be
used by the certifier to prepare for inspections.

● Application Review: Once your application is submitted, the certification
body will review it to ensure that it meets the Canadian Organic Standards
(COS). They may request additional documentation or clarifications before
scheduling an inspection.

Step 5: Inspections

One of the most critical parts of the certification process is the inspection. The
certification body will send an organic inspector to your farm or facility to verify that
your operations comply with the standards outlined in your Organic System Plan.

● What to Expect: During the inspection, the inspector will review your records,
tour your farm or facility, and check for any potential non-compliance issues.
For farms, the inspector will examine soil quality, crop health, pest
management strategies, and storage facilities. For processing facilities, the
focus will be on cleaning protocols, ingredient sourcing, and preventing
cross-contamination with non-organic products.

● Preparing for the Inspection: Make sure all of your records are up to date
and readily accessible. For farms, this might include field maps, seed
purchase receipts, and fertilizer logs. For processing facilities, you’ll need
records of ingredient sourcing, storage conditions, and production runs.

● Addressing Non-Compliance Issues: If the inspector identifies any areas of
non-compliance, you’ll have an opportunity to address them. Non-compliance
can range from minor issues, such as incomplete records, to more serious
violations, like the use of prohibited substances. In most cases, you can
resolve non-compliance issues by making adjustments and submitting
additional documentation.

Step 6: Certification Decision and Maintaining Certification

After the inspection, the certification body will review the inspector’s report and make
a certification decision. If your operation complies with the organic standards, you’ll
receive your organic certification, allowing you to label and sell your products as
organic.

● Receiving Your Certification: Once certified, you can use the Canada
Organic logo or another relevant organic label, depending on the
certification(s) you applied for. Certification is valid for one year and must be
renewed annually.



● Maintaining Certification: Organic certification is not a one-time process. To
maintain certification, you must undergo annual inspections and keep detailed
records of your production practices. This ensures that you continue to meet
organic standards over time.

● Annual Inspections and Renewal: Each year, your certifier will conduct a
renewal inspection to verify that you still comply with the Canadian Organic
Standards. The renewal process typically involves updating your Organic
System Plan and submitting it for review.

Key Tips for Certification Success

● Stay Organized: Record-keeping is the backbone of organic certification. The
better your records, the easier it will be to prove compliance during
inspections.

● Plan Ahead for Inspections: Ensure that your facilities, fields, and
paperwork are in order before your inspection date.

● Communicate with Your Certifier: If you're unsure about any part of the
process, reach out to your certification body for guidance. They are there to
help you succeed.

This chapter has provided a clear, step-by-step guide to achieving organic
certification in Canada. It covered everything from understanding eligibility and
preparing documentation to undergoing inspections and maintaining certification.

Chapter 5: The Costs of Organic Certification

One of the most important considerations when pursuing organic certification is the
cost. While organic certification can open up access to premium markets and higher
price points for products, there are upfront and ongoing costs associated with
becoming and staying certified. Understanding these costs can help producers
budget effectively and make informed decisions about whether certification is right
for them.

Application Fees and Inspection Costs

The initial expenses for organic certification primarily consist of application fees and
inspection costs. These fees vary depending on the certification body, the size of the
operation, and the complexity of the certification process.



● Application Fees: Certification bodies typically charge a one-time fee when
you first apply for certification. This fee covers the administrative cost of
processing your application and conducting an initial review of your Organic
System Plan (OSP). For small-scale farms or businesses, application fees
generally range between $250 and $750, while larger, more complex
operations may face higher fees.

● Inspection Costs: The inspection is a crucial part of the certification process,
and there are costs associated with having an inspector visit your farm or
facility. Inspection fees can range from $400 to $2,000, depending on the size
and complexity of your operation. Certification bodies may charge based on
the inspector’s travel expenses, the time spent on-site, and the scope of the
inspection. Some certifiers charge a flat fee, while others may have an hourly
rate.

● Additional Inspection Fees: In some cases, a certification body may require
additional inspections. For example, if the initial inspection reveals areas of
non-compliance, a follow-up inspection may be necessary, which can incur
additional costs.

Ongoing Fees

Once your operation is certified, there are annual costs involved in maintaining
certification. These fees help cover the cost of renewal inspections, administrative
processes, and any changes or updates to your certification.

● Annual Certification Fees: Most certification bodies charge an annual fee to
renew your certification. This fee is typically lower than the initial application
fee and can range from $250 to $1,000 depending on the size of your
operation and the certification body.

● Inspection Fees for Renewal: Each year, you’ll need to undergo a renewal
inspection to ensure continued compliance with organic standards. The cost
of this annual inspection is generally similar to the initial inspection fee and
depends on factors like the scope of the inspection and the time required.

● Record-Keeping and Documentation Costs: Maintaining organic
certification requires ongoing record-keeping and documentation. While this is
not an out-of-pocket cost per se, it does require time and labor. Some farms
and businesses may need to invest in record-keeping systems, software, or
staff to ensure that records are properly maintained.

Other Potential Costs



In addition to the standard fees for application, inspection, and renewal, there are
other costs that may arise during the certification process. These costs can vary
widely depending on your operation’s specific needs and circumstances.

● Transition Period Costs: For farms transitioning from conventional to organic
farming, there may be costs associated with converting practices to meet
organic standards. This can include switching to organic seeds, adopting
organic pest control methods, or implementing crop rotation strategies.
Additionally, during the three-year transition period, you cannot market your
products as organic, which may result in lost revenue.

● Non-Compliance Resolution Costs: If an inspection reveals areas of
non-compliance, there may be additional costs to bring your operation into
compliance. This could include purchasing new equipment, changing inputs,
or making infrastructure improvements. In some cases, you may need to
undergo a follow-up inspection, which will add to your certification costs.

● Organic Inputs: Organic production requires the use of certified organic
inputs, such as seeds, fertilizers, and feed for livestock. Organic inputs are
often more expensive than their conventional counterparts. For example,
organic seeds and organic feed can be significantly more costly, which can
increase operational expenses.

Funding and Support Programs

Recognizing the value of organic farming for environmental sustainability and public
health, several programs and grants are available to help offset the costs of organic
certification in Canada. These programs are offered by government agencies,
non-profits, and industry associations.

● Provincial and Federal Grants: Some provinces in Canada offer financial
support to help farmers and businesses with the costs of organic certification.
For example, programs in provinces like British Columbia and Quebec may
provide grants to cover a portion of certification fees or transition costs. It’s
worth checking with your provincial agricultural department to see if any
assistance is available.

● Canada Organic Trade Association (COTA) Grants: COTA occasionally
offers grants or funding opportunities to support organic producers in Canada.
These grants may help cover the costs of certification, organic inputs, or other
expenses related to maintaining organic status.

● Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) Programs: Some provinces offer
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) programs that provide financial assistance to
farmers adopting sustainable practices, including organic farming. Through
these programs, farmers may receive funding to implement conservation



practices, purchase equipment, or upgrade facilities in ways that align with
organic standards.

● Business Development Programs: In addition to grants, various Canadian
agricultural business development programs can assist farmers and
producers with the costs of expanding organic operations. These programs
may include low-interest loans, cost-sharing arrangements, or direct grants for
organic farming investments.

Is Organic Certification Worth the Cost?

While the costs of organic certification can seem high, the potential benefits often
outweigh the investment. Certified organic products typically command premium
prices in the marketplace, giving producers access to higher profit margins.
Additionally, organic certification opens doors to export markets, where demand for
organic products is often higher than in domestic markets. Finally, for producers
committed to sustainability, the certification process helps ensure that their farming
or processing practices align with their environmental and ethical goals.

Key benefits include:

1. Access to Premium Markets: Certified organic products often sell for higher
prices, and certification is a requirement for accessing many lucrative organic
markets, both domestic and international.

2. Brand Differentiation: Certification allows producers to differentiate their
products from non-certified competitors, enhancing consumer trust and brand
loyalty.

3. Sustainability and Environmental Impact: For many producers, organic
certification is not just about profit but also about contributing to environmental
sustainability by adopting practices that support soil health, biodiversity, and
reduced chemical use.

Calculating Your Return on Investment (ROI)

Before beginning the certification process, it’s a good idea to calculate your potential
return on investment. Consider the following factors:

● Increased Revenue: What price premium can you expect for certified organic
products in your market? How much more product do you anticipate selling as
a result of being certified?

● Costs of Inputs and Certification: Factor in the ongoing costs of organic
inputs, annual certification fees, and inspection costs. Consider any initial
investment needed to transition to organic practices.



● Long-Term Benefits: Beyond immediate profits, organic certification can
enhance your operation’s reputation, improve soil health, and reduce
long-term environmental risks, which may provide indirect financial benefits.

This chapter has outlined the various costs involved in becoming and staying
certified, as well as some of the funding opportunities available to help offset those
expenses. By understanding these costs upfront and calculating the potential return
on investment, producers can make informed decisions about pursuing organic
certification.

Chapter 6: Organic Standards and Regulations

The foundation of organic certification lies in adhering to a set of clearly defined
standards that govern how organic products are produced, processed, and handled.
In Canada, these standards are primarily defined by the Canadian Organic
Standards (COS) under the Canadian Organic Regime (COR). These regulations
cover everything from soil management practices on farms to labeling requirements
for finished products.

Understanding the Canadian Organic Standards is essential for any producer or
business pursuing certification. These standards ensure that organic products meet
high environmental, health, and ethical standards, providing consumers with
confidence in the integrity of organic goods. This chapter provides an overview of the
main organic standards and regulations that apply to Canadian producers and
processors.

Canadian Organic Standards (COS)

The Canadian Organic Standards (COS) are a comprehensive set of guidelines
that detail the practices, inputs, and processes that must be followed for products to
be certified as organic under the Canadian Organic Regime. These standards are
divided into two key sections:

1. General Principles and Management Standards:
○ This document outlines the basic principles of organic agriculture,

focusing on environmental sustainability, soil health, biodiversity, and
animal welfare. It sets out the general practices that must be followed
to maintain organic integrity.

2. Permitted Substances List (PSL):



○ The Permitted Substances List defines the inputs that are allowed for
use in organic production, including fertilizers, pesticides, processing
aids, and additives. It specifies what substances are permitted and
under what conditions they may be used.

Key Organic Standards for Crop Production

For farms growing crops, the Canadian Organic Standards focus heavily on soil
health, biodiversity, and ecological sustainability. The goal is to foster natural
ecosystems and avoid the use of synthetic chemicals that could harm the
environment or human health.

● Soil Health and Fertility: Organic farms must maintain and improve soil
health through practices like crop rotation, cover cropping, and the application
of organic fertilizers (e.g., compost, manure). The use of synthetic fertilizers is
prohibited. Farmers are encouraged to use natural inputs that enrich the soil
and promote biodiversity.

● Crop Rotation and Pest Control: Organic standards require farms to
implement crop rotation plans that help break pest and disease cycles,
improve soil structure, and reduce the need for chemical inputs. Pest control
measures must prioritize biological, physical, and cultural methods before
resorting to permitted organic pesticides.

● Prohibited Substances: The use of synthetic pesticides, herbicides,
fungicides, and genetically modified organisms (GMOs) is strictly prohibited in
organic crop production. This ensures that organic crops are free from
chemical residues and that the overall farming system supports environmental
sustainability.

Key Organic Standards for Livestock Production

Organic livestock production focuses on providing animals with a natural and healthy
environment, ensuring their welfare, and avoiding synthetic inputs like antibiotics and
growth hormones.

● Animal Welfare: Organic livestock standards emphasize the humane
treatment of animals, ensuring they have access to outdoor spaces, natural
lighting, and sufficient space to move freely. Practices that cause unnecessary
stress or suffering, such as confinement in tight quarters, are prohibited.

● Organic Feed: Livestock raised on organic farms must be fed a diet of 100%
organic feed, which cannot include synthetic additives, GMOs, or prohibited
substances. Animals must have access to pasture, and livestock feed must be
grown without synthetic fertilizers or pesticides.



● Health Care and Prohibited Treatments: Organic standards prohibit the use
of synthetic veterinary drugs, antibiotics, and growth hormones. Preventative
health care practices, such as promoting natural immunity and using herbal
remedies, are encouraged. If an animal becomes seriously ill, it must be
treated with approved methods that comply with organic standards.

● Manure Management: Organic livestock farms must manage manure in a
way that protects the environment. This includes ensuring that manure is
properly composted and not applied in a manner that could lead to water
contamination or excessive nutrient runoff.

Key Organic Standards for Processed Products

Processed products, including packaged foods and beverages, must also meet
stringent organic standards to be certified. The key areas of focus for processed
products are the sourcing of ingredients, the handling of those ingredients during
production, and the final labeling of the product.

● Organic Ingredients: To be labeled as organic, processed products must
contain at least 95% certified organic ingredients. Any non-organic ingredients
used in the product must come from the Permitted Substances List (PSL)
and must not exceed 5% of the total product.

● Processing Methods: Processing facilities must follow strict guidelines to
prevent contamination with non-organic ingredients. This includes cleaning
procedures, equipment use, and handling practices that ensure organic
integrity is maintained throughout the production process.

● Labeling Requirements: Organic labeling is strictly regulated under the
Canadian Organic Standards. Products that meet the 95% organic ingredient
threshold may use the Canada Organic logo. Products with between 70%
and 95% organic content can state "made with organic ingredients" but may
not use the logo. Products with less than 70% organic ingredients cannot use
the term "organic" on their principal display but may identify organic
ingredients in the ingredient list.

Prohibited and Allowed Substances

The Permitted Substances List (PSL) is a critical component of the Canadian
Organic Standards. It details which substances are allowed in organic production
and processing and under what conditions they may be used.

● Allowed Substances: The PSL allows natural substances and certain
synthetic substances that are considered safe and environmentally friendly.



Examples include natural fertilizers like compost and manure, as well as some
organic pesticides made from plant-based materials.

● Prohibited Substances: Synthetic chemicals, including synthetic fertilizers,
herbicides, and pesticides, are prohibited. Genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) and irradiated materials are also banned from organic production and
processing. Prohibited substances must not come into contact with organic
products at any point during production or processing.

Labeling and Packaging Regulations

One of the most recognizable aspects of organic certification is the use of organic
labels on products. In Canada, the Canada Organic logo is a trusted symbol for
consumers, ensuring that the product meets national organic standards. However,
strict regulations govern how and when this label can be used.

● Canada Organic Logo: The Canada Organic logo can only be used on
products that meet the 95% organic ingredient threshold and have been
certified by a certification body accredited by the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA).

● Ingredient Listings: For products with less than 95% organic ingredients,
specific labeling rules apply. Products with between 70% and 95% organic
ingredients may use the term "made with organic ingredients," but they cannot
display the Canada Organic logo.

● Packaging Requirements: Organic products must be packaged in a way that
prevents contamination with non-organic substances. This includes ensuring
that packaging materials are free from prohibited substances and that organic
products are clearly separated from non-organic products during storage and
transport.

Organic Equivalency Agreements

To facilitate international trade, Canada has established organic equivalency
agreements with several major markets, including the United States, the European
Union, and Japan. These agreements allow products certified under the Canadian
Organic Standards to be recognized as organic in those markets, and vice versa.
Understanding these equivalency agreements is important for producers and
processors looking to expand into international markets.

● USDA Organic Equivalency: Canada’s equivalency agreement with the
United States allows COR-certified products to be sold as organic in the U.S.
without additional certification. This simplifies trade and gives Canadian
producers access to the large U.S. organic market.



● EU Organic Equivalency: Similarly, products certified under the COR can be
sold as organic in the European Union under the EU Organic label. This
opens up opportunities for Canadian producers in Europe’s thriving organic
markets.

● Japan Organic Equivalency: Canada’s agreement with Japan allows
COR-certified products to be recognized as organic under Japan’s JAS
Organic system, making it easier for Canadian producers to export organic
goods to Japan.

The Importance of Staying Up-to-Date

The Canadian Organic Standards are periodically updated to reflect new
developments in organic production and to address emerging challenges in the
organic industry. Producers and businesses need to stay up-to-date with changes to
the standards to ensure continued compliance.

● Regular Updates: Every few years, the Standards Interpretation
Committee (SIC) reviews the COS and recommends changes based on
feedback from the organic sector. This ensures that the standards remain
relevant and scientifically sound.

● Compliance and Audits: Certification bodies may conduct random audits to
ensure that certified producers are maintaining organic standards. Producers
must keep up-to-date records and be ready for inspection at any time.

This chapter has provided a detailed overview of the Canadian Organic Standards
(COS), including key regulations for crop and livestock production, processing
standards, and labeling requirements. By following these guidelines, producers can
ensure that their products meet the highest standards of organic integrity and gain
consumer trust through certification.

Chapter 7: The Challenges and Benefits of Organic Certification

Organic certification offers many advantages, but the path to certification is not
without its challenges. Understanding both the hurdles and the rewards can help
producers make informed decisions about whether organic certification is right for
their business. This chapter explores the most common challenges faced during the
certification process and highlights the significant benefits that come with becoming
certified.



Common Challenges of Organic Certification

1. High Initial and Ongoing Costs
○ One of the most frequently cited challenges of organic certification is

the cost. As detailed in Chapter 5, the expenses involved in applying
for certification, maintaining annual inspections, and converting
conventional operations can add up, especially for small farms or
businesses with tight budgets. Costs for organic inputs (such as
organic seeds, feed, or fertilizers) are often higher than conventional
alternatives, adding to the financial burden.

○ For some operations, the three-year transition period required for
conventional farms to become certified can be financially stressful, as
producers must follow organic practices during this time without being
able to sell their products as certified organic.

2. Record-Keeping and Documentation
○ Organic certification requires rigorous record-keeping to demonstrate

compliance with the Canadian Organic Standards (COS). Producers
must track everything from inputs used on the farm to the handling
processes in a manufacturing facility. For those unfamiliar with such
extensive documentation, the administrative workload can be
overwhelming.

○ Certification bodies and inspectors may request detailed records during
the certification process and for annual renewals. Keeping accurate,
up-to-date records is crucial to passing inspections, and any
discrepancies can result in delays or the need for corrective actions.

3. Compliance with Strict Standards
○ The Canadian Organic Standards (COS) are detailed and

comprehensive, and compliance can be challenging, especially for
operations transitioning from conventional practices. Farmers must
adhere to strict rules regarding soil management, pest control, and
animal welfare, while processors must prevent contamination with
non-organic ingredients and follow specific handling protocols.

○ Failure to meet these standards can result in non-compliance notices,
which may require corrective actions, additional inspections, and, in
extreme cases, revocation of certification.

4. Access to Organic Inputs
○ Finding certified organic inputs, such as seeds, fertilizers, and animal

feed, can be challenging, particularly for smaller farms or operations in
remote areas. Organic inputs are often more expensive and less
readily available than conventional inputs, which can make sourcing
materials a time-consuming and costly process.

○ Producers need to plan ahead to ensure they have a reliable supply of
organic inputs, as using non-organic alternatives, even temporarily,
could jeopardize their certification status.



5. Risk of Contamination
○ Organic farms and processing facilities must take special precautions

to prevent contamination from non-organic substances. This can be
difficult, especially for farms located near conventional farms that use
pesticides or for processing facilities that handle both organic and
non-organic products.

○ Contamination can occur through various means, including drift from
neighboring farms, shared equipment, or improper storage. Producers
must implement buffer zones, cleaning protocols, and storage practices
to minimize the risk of contamination.

The Benefits of Organic Certification

Despite the challenges, the benefits of organic certification are significant, both in
terms of financial rewards and the long-term sustainability of farming and production
practices.

1. Access to Premium Markets
○ Organic certification provides access to a growing market of

consumers who are willing to pay a premium for products they trust to
be free from synthetic chemicals, GMOs, and harmful additives.
Organic products are often priced higher than their conventional
counterparts, which can lead to increased revenue for producers.

○ Certified organic products are also eligible for sale in key international
markets, including the United States, European Union, and Japan,
thanks to Canada’s organic equivalency agreements. This opens up
export opportunities and allows producers to tap into the global
demand for organic goods.

2. Consumer Trust and Brand Differentiation
○ The organic label is a powerful marketing tool that helps differentiate

products from competitors. Consumers increasingly seek out certified
organic products as part of a healthier, more environmentally conscious
lifestyle. By obtaining certification, producers can build trust with
consumers and establish a strong reputation for quality and
sustainability.

○ The Canada Organic logo is a recognizable and respected symbol,
giving consumers confidence that the product meets high national and
international standards.

3. Environmental and Health Benefits
○ Organic certification requires practices that benefit the environment,

including improving soil health, promoting biodiversity, and reducing
pollution from synthetic chemicals. Organic farming practices, such as



crop rotation and the use of natural pest control methods, help sustain
ecosystems and preserve natural resources.

○ By avoiding synthetic pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers, organic
farming protects water quality and contributes to healthier soil. This not
only benefits the environment but also produces healthier food, free
from potentially harmful chemical residues.

○ For producers, working in an organic environment can also contribute
to better health and safety. Farmers and workers are not exposed to
dangerous chemicals that are commonly used in conventional farming.

4. Sustainability and Long-Term Profitability
○ Organic farming and production practices focus on sustainability, which

can lead to long-term benefits for both the environment and business
profitability. Practices such as composting, crop rotation, and natural
pest control improve soil health and productivity over time, reducing the
need for costly synthetic inputs.

○ Organic farms that invest in maintaining healthy soils and diverse
ecosystems often see increased yields and resilience in the face of
climate-related challenges, such as droughts or pest infestations.

5. Increased Consumer Demand
○ Consumer demand for organic products has been growing steadily in

Canada and globally. According to industry reports, organic food sales
in Canada have been increasing year over year, driven by consumers’
growing awareness of health, environmental issues, and ethical
concerns. This trend is expected to continue, offering organic
producers strong market growth potential.

○ Organic products appeal to a broad range of consumers, from
health-conscious individuals and families to environmental advocates
and those concerned with animal welfare. This expanding consumer
base creates a stable demand for organic products.

6. Enhanced Business Reputation
○ Organic certification can enhance a company’s reputation by

demonstrating its commitment to sustainability, health, and
environmental stewardship. Many consumers are looking for
businesses that align with their values, and organic certification is a
clear indicator of a company’s dedication to those ideals.

○ Businesses with strong environmental credentials often attract loyal
customers, media attention, and opportunities for partnerships with
other environmentally conscious brands.

Long-Term Advantages of Organic Certification



While organic certification requires upfront investment and continuous effort, the
long-term advantages often outweigh the challenges. By implementing organic
practices, producers and processors contribute to a more sustainable agricultural
system that supports healthy ecosystems, conserves resources, and delivers
high-quality, trustworthy products to consumers.

● Resilience and Adaptability: Organic systems, which focus on soil health
and biodiversity, tend to be more resilient to environmental stresses such as
climate change, pests, and disease outbreaks. Over time, this resilience can
reduce production risks and stabilize yields.

● Positive Environmental Impact: Organic farming supports soil regeneration,
water conservation, and biodiversity, leading to lasting environmental benefits.
As consumers, governments, and international organizations increasingly
prioritize sustainability, organic producers are well-positioned to meet future
regulatory and market demands.

This chapter has highlighted both the challenges and the numerous benefits of
organic certification. From increased access to premium markets and consumer trust
to long-term sustainability and environmental protection, organic certification offers
significant advantages for producers willing to commit to the process.

Chapter 8: Case Studies: Successful Organic Businesses in Canada

To bring the concepts of organic certification to life, it’s helpful to explore real-world
examples of Canadian businesses that have successfully navigated the organic
certification process. These case studies demonstrate how organic farms, food
producers, and other businesses have overcome challenges, embraced sustainable
practices, and benefited from organic certification. Each case study will highlight the
key steps these businesses took to achieve certification, the challenges they faced,
and the successes they enjoyed afterward.

Case Study 1: Organic Farm—Transitioning to Certified Organic Crops

Farm Name: Green Fields Farm
Location: Ontario
Products: Organic vegetables, grains, and herbs
Certification: Canada Organic (COR) through Pro-Cert Organic Systems Ltd.

Background:
Green Fields Farm, a family-owned operation in Ontario, transitioned from



conventional farming to organic certification over a three-year period. Initially, the
farm produced vegetables and grains using synthetic fertilizers and pesticides, but
the owners began exploring organic practices to meet rising consumer demand and
reduce their environmental impact.

Steps to Certification:

1. Assessing Eligibility: Green Fields Farm began by researching the
requirements for organic certification under the Canadian Organic Regime
(COR). They determined that their land, which had previously been treated
with synthetic fertilizers, would need to undergo a three-year transition period
before they could market their products as certified organic.

2. Adopting Organic Practices: During the transition period, the farm adopted
organic practices such as crop rotation, composting, and the use of natural
pest control methods. The owners carefully documented their input sources,
developed a crop rotation plan, and stopped using synthetic pesticides and
fertilizers.

3. Choosing a Certification Body: Green Fields Farm selected Pro-Cert as
their certification body due to its strong presence in Ontario and reputation for
supporting small farms through the certification process.

4. Completing the Certification Process: After three years of transitioning their
farm to organic practices, Green Fields Farm applied for organic certification.
The farm passed the inspection and was awarded Canada Organic
certification, allowing them to market their products with the Canada Organic
logo.

Challenges Faced:

● Cost of Transition: The farm’s income was initially impacted during the
transition period, as they could not charge premium organic prices for their
crops. However, careful planning and diversification into other crops helped
offset the costs.

● Sourcing Organic Inputs: Finding certified organic seeds and fertilizers in
the early years proved challenging, particularly for some of the specialized
vegetables they grew.

Successes:

● Increased Revenue: After certification, Green Fields Farm began selling its
produce at a premium price, resulting in higher revenues. The farm expanded
its customer base by selling at farmers' markets, online, and through
partnerships with local organic grocers.

● Environmental Benefits: The switch to organic farming improved soil health
and biodiversity on the farm. The owners reported fewer pest issues over time
as the ecosystem became more balanced.



Case Study 2: Organic Processed Foods—Scaling Up Production with Certification

Company Name: Maple Grove Foods
Location: Quebec
Products: Organic jams, sauces, and frozen meals
Certification: Canada Organic (COR) through Ecocert Canada

Background:
Maple Grove Foods started as a small family business making homemade jams and
sauces from locally sourced ingredients. As demand for their products grew, the
company decided to scale up production and sought organic certification to
differentiate their brand in the highly competitive food market.

Steps to Certification:

1. Commitment to Organic Ingredients: Maple Grove Foods decided early on
that all of their products would be made from certified organic ingredients.
This meant sourcing organic fruits, sugars, spices, and other inputs to comply
with the Canadian Organic Standards.

2. Choosing a Certification Body: The company chose Ecocert Canada due to
its expertise in certifying processed foods and its strong international
recognition. Ecocert’s extensive knowledge of both food production and
cosmetics certification made it an ideal partner for Maple Grove Foods as they
explored expanding their product lines.

3. Preparing the Facility: To meet organic processing standards, the company
needed to ensure their production facility could prevent contamination with
non-organic ingredients. They implemented strict cleaning procedures,
dedicated organic storage areas, and clearly documented their processes for
ingredient handling and production.

4. Inspection and Certification: After preparing their facility and sourcing
certified organic ingredients, Maple Grove Foods applied for certification.
Ecocert Canada conducted a thorough inspection of their production line and
approved them for certification.

Challenges Faced:

● Ingredient Sourcing: Finding a consistent supply of organic ingredients,
particularly fruits and spices, proved difficult. To overcome this, Maple Grove
Foods built relationships with local organic farmers and explored new
suppliers abroad.

● Scaling Up While Maintaining Standards: As the company expanded
production, it faced challenges in maintaining organic integrity on a larger



scale. They invested in training their staff to ensure strict adherence to
organic handling protocols.

Successes:

● Expanded Market Reach: With their organic certification, Maple Grove Foods
was able to expand into new markets, including health food stores, specialty
grocers, and online organic marketplaces. They also began exporting their
products to the United States under the USDA Organic equivalency
agreement.

● Brand Loyalty and Growth: The organic label boosted their brand’s
credibility, resulting in increased customer loyalty and brand recognition. This
allowed them to expand their product offerings, including frozen organic
meals.

Case Study 3: Organic Cosmetics—Creating an Organic Beauty Brand

Company Name: PureEssence Organics
Location: British Columbia
Products: Organic skincare and cosmetics
Certification: Canada Organic (COR) and Ecocert for Cosmetics

Background:
PureEssence Organics is a skincare and cosmetics company that specializes in
natural, organic products. From its inception, the company was committed to
producing eco-friendly, non-toxic beauty products and decided to pursue organic
certification to differentiate their products in the crowded beauty market.

Steps to Certification:

1. Organic Ingredients: The company worked with suppliers to source certified
organic oils, butters, and plant-based ingredients for their skincare line. They
ensured that all preservatives, colorants, and fragrances met the strict criteria
of the Canadian Organic Standards.

2. Certifying with Ecocert: PureEssence Organics selected Ecocert for
certification due to its global reputation in the organic cosmetics industry.
Ecocert's guidelines for organic cosmetics are aligned with both the Canadian
Organic Standards and international standards, providing additional credibility
for the brand.

3. Ensuring Compliance: The company implemented strict protocols for
ingredient handling, production, and packaging to ensure organic integrity.
This included creating designated production areas for organic products and
implementing cleaning procedures to prevent contamination.



4. Certification and Marketing: After passing the inspection process,
PureEssence Organics was granted organic certification, allowing them to use
the Canada Organic logo on their packaging. They also obtained Ecocert
certification, which is highly recognized in the global cosmetics industry.

Challenges Faced:

● Formulation Adjustments: The company had to adjust some of its
formulations to comply with the permitted substances list for organic
cosmetics, particularly when it came to preservatives and fragrances.

● Educating Consumers: PureEssence Organics found that many consumers
were unfamiliar with the benefits of organic cosmetics. They invested in
consumer education, focusing on the health and environmental advantages of
their certified products.

Successes:

● Increased Consumer Trust: The organic certification helped PureEssence
Organics build trust with health-conscious consumers and those concerned
about the ingredients in conventional beauty products. This led to increased
sales and a loyal customer base.

● Access to International Markets: With Ecocert certification, the company
was able to expand into European and Asian markets, where demand for
certified organic cosmetics is high.

These case studies illustrate how Canadian businesses have successfully navigated
the organic certification process, overcoming challenges and leveraging certification
to grow their brands. By committing to organic standards, these companies have
accessed new markets, gained consumer trust, and made a positive impact on the
environment.

Chapter 9: Navigating International Trade and Export Requirements

For Canadian producers and businesses, organic certification opens doors to
lucrative international markets. However, exporting organic products requires more
than just certification under the Canadian Organic Regime (COR). Producers must
also navigate international organic standards, understand market-specific labeling
requirements, and adhere to export regulations. This chapter explores the key
considerations for Canadian businesses looking to export their organic products, with
a focus on navigating international trade and ensuring compliance with export
requirements.



Equivalency Arrangements and International Recognition

One of the major advantages of being certified under the Canadian Organic
Regime (COR) is that Canada has established organic equivalency agreements with
several major trading partners. These agreements ensure that organic products
certified in Canada are recognized as organic in other countries without requiring
additional certification. However, it’s important to understand the specific
requirements of each market and how these equivalency agreements work.

1. United States (USDA Organic)
○ Canada has a longstanding equivalency agreement with the United

States, meaning that organic products certified under the Canadian
Organic Standards (COS) are automatically recognized as organic in
the U.S. under the USDA Organic program.

○ This equivalency agreement covers most organic products, including
agricultural crops, processed foods, and livestock products. However,
there are some exceptions, such as certain livestock products that may
require additional standards related to antibiotic use.

○ Canadian producers exporting to the U.S. can label their products with
both the Canada Organic and USDA Organic logos, increasing their
appeal to American consumers.

2. European Union (EU Organic)
○ Canada’s equivalency agreement with the European Union (EU)

allows Canadian certified organic products to be sold as organic
throughout the EU without additional certification. The agreement
covers most organic food and drink products, including crops, livestock,
and processed goods.

○ However, producers must adhere to specific labeling rules in the EU,
such as including the EU Organic logo and the code number of the
certification body. While the Canada Organic logo can also be used,
the EU requires that the EU logo take precedence on the packaging.

3. Japan (JAS Organic)
○ Canada and Japan have an organic equivalency arrangement that

allows organic products certified under COR to be sold as organic in
Japan. Under this agreement, Canadian products do not need separate
JAS Organic certification, simplifying the export process for
businesses looking to enter the Japanese market.

○ Products exported to Japan must follow specific labeling requirements,
including displaying the JAS Organic logo alongside the Canada
Organic logo.

4. Other Markets



○ Canadian organic products are also recognized in countries such as
Switzerland and Costa Rica under additional equivalency
arrangements. For businesses exporting to other markets, it’s essential
to verify the specific organic certification requirements of the
destination country, as not all nations have equivalency agreements
with Canada.

○ In markets where there is no equivalency agreement, businesses may
need to apply for additional certification under the local organic
standard.

Exporting Certified Organic Goods: Key Steps

To successfully export certified organic goods, Canadian businesses must navigate a
series of steps to ensure compliance with both domestic and international
regulations. These steps include preparing documentation, meeting labeling
requirements, and working with relevant authorities to ensure smooth customs
processing.

1. Export Certification
○ To export organic products, businesses must first be certified under the

Canadian Organic Regime (COR). This certification confirms that the
products meet the Canadian Organic Standards (COS) and are
eligible for export under equivalency agreements.

○ Businesses will need to maintain detailed records of their organic
certification status and ensure that their products comply with the
standards of the destination market.

2. Documentation and Export Certificates
○ For each shipment of organic goods, businesses must obtain an export

certificate from their certification body. This document confirms that the
products in the shipment are certified organic and eligible for export
under the terms of the relevant equivalency agreement.

○ Export certificates are required by customs authorities in the
destination country to verify the organic status of the products. Without
this documentation, shipments may be delayed or rejected at the
border.

3. Labeling Requirements
○ Organic labeling regulations vary by market, and it’s critical to ensure

that all product labels meet the requirements of the destination country.
For example, products exported to the U.S. must include the USDA
Organic logo, while those exported to the EU must feature the EU
Organic logo alongside other mandatory information.

○ In addition to the organic logo, product labels may need to include
information about the certification body, batch numbers, and specific



handling instructions. Failure to comply with labeling regulations can
result in products being denied entry to the market.

4. Customs and Import Regulations
○ Different countries have varying customs and import regulations that

organic products must comply with. These may include inspections at
the border, adherence to specific packaging requirements, and
verification of organic status through export certificates.

○ It’s important to work with customs brokers or international trade
specialists who are familiar with the organic export process to ensure
that all paperwork and regulatory requirements are met.

Certification for Imports

In addition to exporting organic products, some Canadian businesses may be
involved in importing organic goods from other countries. In this case, the imported
products must meet the Canadian Organic Standards (COS) to be labeled and
sold as organic in Canada.

1. Import Certification Requirements
○ Products imported into Canada from countries with organic equivalency

agreements (such as the U.S. and EU) can typically be sold as organic
without additional certification. However, these products must still be
verified by a Canadian certification body and may need to be relabeled
to comply with Canadian organic labeling requirements.

○ For products imported from countries without equivalency agreements,
the importer must ensure that the products meet Canadian organic
standards. This may involve working with certification bodies in both
the exporting and importing countries to verify compliance.

2. Labeling and Packaging for Imports
○ Imported organic products sold in Canada must comply with Canadian

labeling regulations, including the use of the Canada Organic logo if
the product is certified under COR. Imported products must be clearly
labeled to show their organic status, and packaging must prevent
contamination with non-organic substances during transport and
handling.

○ Imported products must also meet Canadian food safety standards and
other relevant regulations, such as the Safe Food for Canadians Act.

Key Considerations for International Organic Trade

1. Understanding Market-Specific Regulations



○ Each market has its own set of regulations governing organic products,
and businesses must understand these rules before attempting to
export. Regulations can cover everything from permitted substances
and production methods to packaging and labeling requirements.
Staying up-to-date with market-specific organic regulations ensures
that products meet the necessary standards for export.

2. Managing Supply Chain Integrity
○ Maintaining organic integrity throughout the supply chain is critical

when exporting products. Businesses must ensure that organic
products are not contaminated by non-organic products at any stage of
the process, from production and packaging to transport and storage.
Proper documentation, clean handling procedures, and clear
separation of organic and non-organic products are essential to
maintaining certification.

○ It’s also important to work with logistics providers who understand the
specific requirements for handling organic products, especially during
international shipping.

3. Market Research and Consumer Preferences
○ Understanding consumer preferences in international markets is key to

success. For example, European consumers may prioritize different
attributes in organic products compared to consumers in North America
or Asia. Businesses should tailor their product offerings and marketing
strategies to align with local preferences and trends in organic
consumption.

○ Researching market demand for specific organic products can help
businesses determine the best markets to target and how to position
their products for success.

4. Navigating Trade Barriers
○ In some cases, organic products may face trade barriers, such as

tariffs or non-tariff barriers, in certain countries. Businesses should be
aware of any potential obstacles to trade and work with trade
associations, such as the Canada Organic Trade Association (COTA),
to advocate for the reduction of barriers to organic trade.

○ Working with government trade programs, such as Export
Development Canada (EDC), can also help businesses navigate
complex trade regulations and expand their presence in international
markets.

Conclusion: Opportunities in International Organic Markets

Expanding into international markets can provide Canadian organic producers with
significant growth opportunities. By leveraging Canada’s organic equivalency



agreements and adhering to market-specific regulations, businesses can tap into the
growing global demand for organic products. However, exporting organic goods
requires careful planning, thorough documentation, and a deep understanding of the
regulatory landscape.

This chapter has provided an overview of the steps and considerations involved in
exporting certified organic products from Canada to international markets, as well as
insights into importing organic goods.

Chapter 10: Additional Resources and Tools

Navigating the organic certification process and maintaining compliance can be
complex, but a variety of resources and tools are available to help producers,
processors, and businesses succeed. From checklists to contact information for
certification bodies, this chapter provides practical tools and references that will
support you throughout your organic journey. Whether you're seeking certification,
maintaining compliance, or looking to expand into new markets, these resources will
prove invaluable.

Checklists for Certification

To streamline the certification process, it’s helpful to follow step-by-step checklists
tailored to your specific needs—whether you are certifying a farm, processing facility,
or product. Below are sample checklists that cover the key stages of certification.

Farm Certification Checklist

1. Eligibility and Research
○ Determine if your farm qualifies for organic certification.
○ Review the Canadian Organic Standards (COS) for agricultural

production.
○ Plan for a three-year transition period if converting from conventional

farming.
2. Prepare Documentation

○ Develop an Organic System Plan (OSP) that outlines your organic
farming practices.

○ Keep records of all inputs (e.g., seeds, fertilizers) and farming activities
(e.g., crop rotations, pest control).

3. Select a Certification Body



○ Choose an accredited certification body, such as Pro-Cert or Ecocert,
that is a good fit for your farm’s needs.

4. Submit Your Application
○ Complete the certification application, including the OSP, input lists,

and farm maps.
○ Pay the application fee.

5. Prepare for Inspection
○ Ensure that all records are organized and up to date.
○ Clean and prepare your facilities for the inspector’s visit.

6. Post-Inspection Follow-Up
○ Address any non-compliance issues raised during the inspection.
○ Submit additional documentation if required.

7. Maintain Certification
○ Undergo annual inspections and renew your certification each year.
○ Keep detailed records of all farming practices and inputs used.

Processing Facility Certification Checklist

1. Eligibility and Standards
○ Review the Canadian Organic Standards (COS) for food processing

or cosmetics production.
○ Ensure that your facility can meet the standards for organic processing,

including handling, cleaning, and storage.
2. Documentation and Records

○ Develop a Handling Plan that outlines how organic ingredients are
processed and protected from contamination.

○ Document your sourcing of organic ingredients and ensure that they
are certified.

3. Facility Preparation
○ Set up your facility to ensure organic products are separated from

non-organic products during processing, storage, and transport.
○ Implement cleaning procedures that prevent contamination with

non-organic substances.
4. Select a Certification Body

○ Choose a certification body with expertise in processing, such as
Ecocert or Pro-Cert.

5. Submit Your Application
○ Complete the application, including your Handling Plan, records of

organic ingredient sourcing, and facility layout.
○ Pay the application fee.

6. Prepare for Inspection
○ Ensure that production areas are clean and that organic products are

clearly separated from non-organic items.



○ Have all records, including ingredient logs and cleaning procedures,
ready for review.

7. Post-Inspection Follow-Up
○ Address any non-compliance issues raised by the inspector.
○ Submit additional documents or adjustments as needed.

8. Maintain Certification
○ Renew certification annually and prepare for renewal inspections.
○ Keep accurate and detailed records of all organic production and

handling activities.

Directory of Certification Bodies in Canada

Choosing the right certification body is critical to a smooth and successful
certification process. Below is a list of major certification bodies in Canada, including
their contact details and specialties.

1. Pro-Cert Organic Systems Ltd.
○ Website: www.pro-cert.org
○ Specialty: Provides certification for organic farming, food processing,

and textiles. Recognized by USDA, EU Organic, and other international
standards.

2. Ecocert Canada
○ Website: www.ecocert.com/en-CA/certification-organic
○ Specialty: Offers certification for organic agriculture, food processing,

cosmetics, and household products. Known for its expertise in
international organic standards.

3. Pacific Agricultural Certification Society (PACS)
○ Website: www.pacscertifiedorganic.ca
○ Specialty: Focuses on organic certification for farms and food

processors, particularly in British Columbia and western Canada.
4. TCO Cert (TransCanada Organic Certification Services)

○ Website: www.tcocert.ca
○ Specialty: Serves farms and processors in the Prairie Provinces, with

a focus on regional expertise and small-scale operations.
5. Fraser Valley Organic Producers Association (FVOPA)

○ Website: www.fvopa.ca
○ Specialty: Primarily serves producers in British Columbia, offering

certification for organic agriculture and processing.

Sample Forms and Documentation

http://www.pro-cert.org
http://www.pacscertifiedorganic.ca
http://www.tcocert.ca
http://www.fvopa.ca


Keeping accurate records is crucial for both the certification process and ongoing
compliance. Below are examples of the types of forms and documentation you may
need to submit to your certification body or maintain for your own records.

1. Organic System Plan (OSP) Template
○ Purpose: A detailed plan outlining your organic farming or processing

practices, including inputs used, crop management strategies, and pest
control methods.

○ Required For: Initial certification and annual renewals.
2. Input Records Template

○ Purpose: A log of all inputs used in your organic operation, including
seeds, fertilizers, and pest control products.

○ Required For: Demonstrating compliance with the Canadian Organic
Standards.

3. Field Activity Log
○ Purpose: A record of activities related to crop production, such as

planting dates, crop rotations, and soil management practices.
○ Required For: Tracking compliance with organic farming practices.

4. Processing Log Template
○ Purpose: A log of production activities in a processing facility, including

ingredient sourcing, cleaning procedures, and batch records.
○ Required For: Compliance with organic handling and processing

standards.
5. Annual Inspection Checklist

○ Purpose: A checklist to prepare for your annual inspection, ensuring
that all records, facilities, and products are ready for review.

○ Required For: Annual certification renewals.

Further Reading and Online Resources

Staying informed about organic standards, certification updates, and market trends is
essential for maintaining compliance and growing your business. Below are some
recommended readings and online resources.

1. Canadian Organic Standards (COS)
○ Link: www.inspection.gc.ca/organic
○ Overview: The official document outlining the Canadian Organic

Standards, including the Permitted Substances List (PSL).
2. Canada Organic Trade Association (COTA)

○ Website: www.canada-organic.ca
○ Overview: A trade association representing Canada’s organic sector,

providing updates on market trends, regulations, and export
opportunities.

http://www.canada-organic.ca


3. Canadian Organic Growers (COG)
○ Website: www.cog.ca
○ Overview: A national charity providing educational resources,

advocacy, and support for organic farmers and businesses.
4. Organic Federation of Canada

○ Website: www.organicfederation.ca
○ Overview: Offers information on organic standards, regulatory

updates, and resources for organic producers in Canada.
5. Canada Agricultural Products Act

○ Link: laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-0.4
○ Overview: The legal framework that governs organic certification and

standards in Canada.

Conclusion: Putting the Tools to Work

The tools and resources provided in this chapter are designed to help you navigate
the organic certification process, maintain compliance, and grow your business. By
staying organized, keeping detailed records, and utilizing the resources available to
you, you can successfully manage the challenges of organic certification and take
full advantage of the opportunities it offers.

This concludes the Comprehensive Canadian Guide to Organic Certifications.
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support for the topics discussed in the guide.

Additional Features

Glossary of Terms

Here are definitions of key terms used in organic certification and production:

● Certified Organic: A product or operation that has been inspected and
verified to meet the standards of an organic certification body (such as under
the Canada Organic Regime). Certified organic products are produced without
synthetic chemicals, GMOs, or artificial additives, following the principles of
sustainability and environmental stewardship.

● Transitional: Refers to a farm or operation that is in the process of converting
from conventional to organic production. Typically, this transition period lasts
three years, during which the farm must adhere to organic practices before its
products can be certified organic.

● Biodynamic: A holistic farming approach based on the teachings of Rudolf
Steiner. Biodynamic farming incorporates organic practices but also considers
the farm as a self-sustaining ecosystem, using natural cycles and cosmic
rhythms to enhance soil fertility and plant health. Biodynamic products are
certified by organizations like Demeter.

● Canada Organic Regime (COR): The regulatory framework that governs
organic certification in Canada. It includes the Canadian Organic Standards
(COS) and the system of accreditation for certification bodies.

● Canadian Organic Standards (COS): A set of detailed guidelines outlining
the practices and inputs allowed in organic farming, livestock production, and
processing in Canada. The COS ensures that organic products meet strict
environmental and health standards.

● Permitted Substances List (PSL): Part of the Canadian Organic Standards,
the PSL outlines which substances (e.g., fertilizers, pesticides, processing
aids) are allowed or prohibited in organic production.

● Organic System Plan (OSP): A document prepared by producers or
processors outlining how they meet organic standards. It includes details on
farming practices, inputs used, and methods for preventing contamination with
non-organic substances.

● USDA Organic: The organic certification standard of the United States
Department of Agriculture. Products certified under this standard can be sold
as organic in the U.S., and equivalency agreements allow USDA Organic
certification to be recognized in Canada and other countries.

● Equivalency Agreement: An arrangement between countries that recognizes
each other’s organic certification systems as equivalent. Canada has



equivalency agreements with major trading partners, including the United
States, the European Union, and Japan.

● Crop Rotation: An organic farming practice where different crops are grown
in succession on the same field to improve soil health, reduce pests, and
manage weeds.

● GMO (Genetically Modified Organism): Organisms whose genetic material
has been altered in a way that does not occur naturally through traditional
crossbreeding. GMOs are prohibited in organic production.

● Buffer Zone: A designated area between an organic farm and adjacent
conventional farms to prevent contamination from pesticides, herbicides, or
GMOs. This zone ensures the integrity of organic crops.

FAQ Section: Common Questions and Answers about Organic Certification in Canada

1. What is organic certification?
○ Organic certification is the process by which a farm, processing facility,

or product is verified to meet the organic standards of a recognized
certification body. In Canada, certification under the Canada Organic
Regime (COR) ensures compliance with the Canadian Organic
Standards (COS).

2. How long does it take to become certified organic?
○ For farms transitioning from conventional to organic farming, the

process typically takes three years. During this time, the farm must
adhere to organic practices but cannot sell products as certified organic
until the transition is complete.

3. Can I use the Canada Organic logo on my product?
○ Yes, you can use the Canada Organic logo if your product has been

certified under the Canada Organic Regime (COR) and contains at
least 95% organic ingredients. The logo helps consumers identify
products that meet Canadian organic standards.

4. What is the difference between organic and transitional?
○ Organic refers to products or farms that have completed the

certification process and comply fully with organic standards.
Transitional refers to farms or operations that are in the process of
converting to organic but are not yet certified, typically during a
three-year transition period.

5. Do organic standards differ between countries?
○ Yes, organic standards can vary slightly between countries. However,

Canada has equivalency agreements with major trading partners, such
as the U.S., EU, and Japan, meaning products certified organic in one
country are recognized in the others without needing additional
certification.



6. Can processed foods be certified organic?
○ Yes, processed foods can be certified organic if they contain at least

95% certified organic ingredients and comply with organic processing
standards. The remaining 5% must come from the Permitted
Substances List (PSL).

7. What happens if I fail an organic inspection?
○ If your operation does not meet the required organic standards, the

certification body will issue a non-compliance notice. You will have an
opportunity to correct the issues and, in some cases, undergo a
follow-up inspection to demonstrate compliance.

8. Is organic certification worth the cost?
○ While there are costs associated with organic certification, many

producers find that the benefits, such as access to premium markets
and consumer trust, outweigh the expenses. Organic products often
command higher prices, and certification can help build a reputable,
sustainable brand.

9. What substances are allowed in organic farming?
○ The Permitted Substances List (PSL) outlines the fertilizers, pest

control products, and other inputs that can be used in organic farming.
Synthetic chemicals and GMOs are prohibited, and organic producers
must use natural alternatives that support environmental health.

10.Can I certify my farm organically if I neighbor conventional farms?
○ Yes, but you must implement buffer zones and other measures to

prevent contamination from neighboring conventional farms. Inspectors
will evaluate these protections during the certification process to
ensure that your organic crops remain uncontaminated.

Appendix: Full List of Substances Approved for Organic Production

The Permitted Substances List (PSL) is an integral part of the Canadian Organic
Standards (COS). It specifies which substances can be used in organic production,
ensuring that only natural or approved synthetic substances are utilized. Below is a
summary of some key approved substances, categorized by their use in organic
farming and processing:

Crop Production

1. Fertilizers and Soil Amendments:
○ Compost: Allowed if made from organic material and properly

managed.
○ Manure: Must be organic and managed to avoid nutrient runoff.



○ Fish Emulsion: Allowed as a soil amendment or fertilizer.
○ Rock Phosphate: Used as a phosphorus source for soil fertility.
○ Green Manure: Crops grown specifically to improve soil fertility, like

legumes and grasses.
2. Pest Control:

○ Neem Oil: A natural insecticide derived from the neem tree.
○ Diatomaceous Earth: Allowed for use as a pest control measure.
○ Insecticidal Soaps: Must be derived from approved organic

ingredients.
○ Biological Controls: Natural predators, such as ladybugs, can be

used for pest management.
3. Weed Control:

○ Mulch: Organic materials like straw or wood chips can be used to
suppress weeds.

○ Vinegar (Acetic Acid): Can be used as a natural herbicide in limited
concentrations.

Livestock Production

1. Animal Feed:
○ Organic Grains: All feed must be organic and free from GMOs.
○ Mineral Supplements: Allowed if they meet organic standards and do

not contain prohibited synthetic additives.
2. Health Care:

○ Herbal Remedies: Allowed for preventative and therapeutic purposes.
○ Homeopathic Treatments: Permitted as part of organic livestock care.
○ Vaccines: Allowed if required by law or necessary for animal health.

Processing and Handling

1. Preservatives:
○ Ascorbic Acid (Vitamin C): Allowed as a preservative in organic

processing.
○ Citric Acid: Allowed for use in processing and as a preservative.

2. Processing Aids:
○ Bentonite Clay: Approved for use as a clarifying agent in food

processing.
○ Enzymes: Natural enzymes derived from non-GMO sources are

allowed.
3. Cleaning Agents:

○ Peracetic Acid: Approved for cleaning food contact surfaces and
equipment.



○ Alcohol (Ethanol): Allowed as a sanitizer for cleaning purposes.

For the full Permitted Substances List (PSL), visit the official Canadian Organic
Standards site: CFIA Permitted Substances List.

Final Author's Note

As the author of A Comprehensive Canadian Guide to Organic Certifications, I want
to extend my heartfelt thanks to you, the reader, for your interest in organic
certification and sustainable practices. This guide was created to provide a thorough,
accessible resource for anyone involved in or considering organic
production—whether you’re a farmer, food processor, retailer, or simply a consumer
wanting to learn more about what it means to be certified organic in Canada.

The journey toward organic certification is not without its challenges, but the
rewards—both for our planet and for our health—are undeniable. As more
consumers demand transparency and sustainability in the products they purchase,
organic certification is becoming increasingly valuable for businesses and farmers
alike. Through this guide, I hope to have demystified the certification process and
provided practical tools and insights that will help you along the way.

Organic farming and production are more than just certifications and standards; they
represent a commitment to preserving the earth for future generations. By choosing
organic, you’re contributing to a movement that values soil health, biodiversity,
animal welfare, and reduced environmental impact. Whether you are just beginning
your organic journey or are well on your way, I hope this guide serves as a helpful
companion and source of inspiration.

Thank you for your commitment to a more sustainable and organic future. I wish you
success and growth in all your endeavors.

Warm regards,
Marie Seshat Landry


