POST #1 — WHAT IS OSINT? (AND WHY REGULAR PEOPLE SHOULD CARE)
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<article>

<hl>What Is OSINT? (And Why Regular People Should Care)</hl>

<p>Let me guess. You've heard the word "intelligence" and pictured something out

<p>I've been doing OSINT investigations for over a decade. I run <a href="https:/

<p>It is. All of it. And once I show you, you can never unsee it.</p>

<h2>So What Does OSINT Actually Mean?</h2>

<p>OSINT stands for <strong>Open Source Intelligence</strong>. The "open source"

<p>The "intelligence" part means you're not just randomly browsing — you're colle

<p>0OSINT isn't new. Governments and intelligence agencies have used open-source i

<h2>Where Does OSINT Information Come From?</h2>

<p>The short answer: everywhere. Here's a more useful breakdown:</p>

<p><strong>The surface web</strong> — everything indexed by regular search engine

<p><strong>Public records</strong> — corporate registrations, property ownership,

<p><strong>Social media</strong> — what people post publicly, but also metadata.

<p><strong>Web archives</strong> — the internet's memory. Sites like the Wayback

<p><strong>Geospatial data</strong> — satellite imagery, street-level photos, geo

<h2>What Can You Find With OSINT?</h2>

<p>Quite a lot. Without hacking a single thing, without accessing any private dat

<ul>

<li>A person's employment history, professional associations, and educational b

<1i>Their general location — and in some cases, much more specific details</1li>

<li>Business ownership, corporate structure, and related entities</1li>

<li>Financial associations — properties owned, businesses registered, known ass

<li>Relationships and networks — who they know, work with, or are connected to



<li>Past online activity — old usernames, forum posts, deleted social media con

<li>Potential legal history — civil court cases, regulatory actions, licensing

<li>For organizations: infrastructure, vendors, vulnerabilities in their public

</ul>

<p>I want to be clear: this isn't magic, and it isn't always complete. What OSINT

<h2>What OSINT Is NOT</h2>

<p>This part matters enormously to me — enough that I've built it into the founda

<p><strong>0OSINT is not hacking.</strong> Accessing private accounts, bypassing a

<p><strong>0SINT is not social engineering.</strong> Tricking someone into giving

<p><strong>0OSINT is not stalking.</strong> Finding out where someone lives so you

<p><strong>0OSINT is not a license to invade privacy.</strong> This is the nuanced

<h2>Who Uses OSINT — And Why</h2>

<p>The answer to this might surprise you with how broad it is.</p>

<p><strong>Government and law enforcement</strong> use OSINT as a cornerstone of

<p><strong>Journalists and investigative reporters</strong> use it to verify sour

<p><strong>Cybersecurity professionals</strong> use OSINT to understand their own

<p><strong>Lawyers and compliance professionals</strong> use it for due diligence

<p><strong>HR professionals and recruiters</strong> use it to verify candidate cl

<p><strong>Business owners</strong> use it to vet partners, suppliers, competitor

<p><strong>Individuals</strong> use it to protect themselves — understanding what

<p>The democratization of OSINT tools over the past decade means you don't need a

<h2>Why Ethics-First OSINT Matters</h2>

<p>The intelligence world has a complicated history. Surveillance abuse, privacy

<p>At <a href="https://www.marielandryspyshop.com">Marie Landry's Spy Shop</a>, e

<p>Intelligence without accountability is just surveillance. That's not what we d



<h2>What's Coming Next</h2>

<p>Over the next several posts, I'm going to walk you through specific tools, rea

<p>Bookmark this blog. Share it with someone who needs it. And if you ever want t

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar

</article>

POST #2 — YOUR DIGITAL FOOTPRINT IS BIGGER THAN YOU THINK

<article>

<hl>Your Digital Footprint Is Bigger Than You Think — Here's How to Check It</hl>

<p>I want to do a quick exercise with you. Think about the last year of your onli

<p>Now imagine all of that — not just what you intentionally posted, but all of i

<p>That's your digital footprint. And for most people, it's significantly larger,

<p>I'm not saying this to scare you. I'm saying it because knowledge is the begin

<h2>Two Types of Digital Footprint</h2>

<p>Before we get into the how-to, it helps to understand the two categories of da

<p><strong>Your active footprint</strong> is everything you've deliberately put o

<p><strong>Your passive footprint</strong> is everything collected about you with

<p>Most people focus only on the active footprint — the stuff they posted. The pa

<h2>Step One: Google Yourself Properly</h2>

<p>I mean really Google yourself — not just your name. Here's the systematic vers

<p>Start with your full name in quotes: <code>"Marie Smith"</code>. Then add vari

<p>Then search your email address in quotes. Search your phone number. Search any

<p>Don't stop at page one of results. Don't stop at Google — run the same searche

<p>Go to Google Images and run your name again. Then, while you're at it, upload

<p>What are you looking for? Anything that surprises you. 0ld accounts you forgot



<h2>Step Two: Check Data Broker Sites</h2>

<p>Data brokers are companies whose entire business model is collecting publicly

<p>Go to these sites and search for yourself. What comes up might stop you cold.

<p>The good news: nearly all of these sites have opt-out processes. The bad news:

<h2>Step Three: Audit the Wayback Machine</h2>

<p>Go to <strong>web.archive.org</strong> and search your website, your old blog,

<p>You can submit a request to have specific URLs removed from the Wayback Machin

<h2>Step Four: Audit Your Social Media Privacy Settings</h2>

<p>When did you last actually sit down and go through your privacy settings on ev

<p>For most people, the honest answer is: not recently, or never. Platforms updat

<p>Do a full audit. Check Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter/X, TikTok, any f

<p>Pay particular attention to: your listed location, your employer, your relatio

<h2>Step Five: Run a Reverse Image Search on Your Photos</h2>

<p>Take the main photo you use across social platforms — your face — and upload i

<p>Why does this matter? Because:</p>

<ul>

<li>Your photo may have been scraped and reused by fake accounts or scammers wi

<li>Your photo may appear on sites you didn't know had indexed it</1li>

<1li>If your photo was posted somewhere embarrassing or problematic, you may not

</ul>

<p>This is also a useful technique for verifying whether someone else's profile p

<h2>Step Six: Check Your Email Breach History</h2>

<p>Go to <strong>haveibeenpwned.com</strong> and enter your email address. This s

<h2>What to Do With What You Find</h2>

<p>I want to be honest with you: doing this audit can be uncomfortable. You may £



<p>Once you have a clear picture, you can prioritize what to address. Submit opt-

<p>If what you find is significant — if there are records that are inaccurate, if

<p>You have more control over your digital footprint than you think. But you have

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar

</article>

POST #3 — THE ETHICAL SPY

<article>

<h1>The Ethical Spy: Why "Ethics First" Isn't Just a Tagline</hl>

<p>Every industry has its disreputable corners. The intelligence and investigatio

<p>I built <a href="https://www.marielandryspyshop.com">Marie Landry's Spy Shop</

<h2>We Only Work With Public Information</h2>

<p>Every piece of data in every report we produce comes from publicly available s

<p>We don't access private accounts. We don't purchase data from brokers who oper

<p>If a piece of information can only be obtained through illegal access or decep

<h2>We Screen Every Request</h2>

<p>I don't take every case that comes my way. I wish I could say every potential

<p>The clearest example: someone wanting to locate an ex-partner who has clearly

<p>More subtle examples: a business competitor wanting exhaustive personal inform

<p>This costs me revenue. I'm at peace with that.</p>

<h2>We're Transparent About AI</h2>

<p>Artificial intelligence is woven into much of the research work I do. It helps

<p>It is not infallible, and I never pretend it is.</p>

<p>When AI-assisted analysis appears in a deliverable, it's labeled as such. When

<p>This matters because AI systems can be confidently wrong. They can confuse peo



<p>I call this a hallucination-free research standard. It means you're not paying

<h2>We Hold the Tension Between Information and Privacy</h2>

<p>Here's the philosophical heart of ethical OSINT practice, and it's messier tha

<p>A journalist investigating a corrupt official has a compelling interest in inf

<p>Navigating this tension thoughtfully — weighing the legitimate interest in inf

<p>There's no algorithm for this. It requires judgment, developed over years of p

<h2>We Believe in Epistemic Integrity</h2>

<p>One more principle that shapes everything I do: I don't publish what I can't s

<p>Every claim in our reports is sourced. Every source is cited. Every inference

<p>This makes our work slower sometimes. It makes it less sensational. It also ma

<h2>Why Does This Matter to You?</h2>

<p>Because when you hire someone to do research on your behalf, you're trusting t

<p>You deserve a practitioner who takes that responsibility seriously. That's wha

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar

</article>

POST #4 — 7 FREE OSINT TOOLS ANYONE CAN USE TODAY

<article>

<hl>7 Free OSINT Tools Anyone Can Use Today (No Tech Degree Required)</hl>

<p>One of the best things about the current state of open source intelligence is

<p>Here are seven tools I genuinely use and recommend — all free, all legal, all

<p>As always: use these responsibly, for legitimate purposes. The availability of

<h2>1. Google Search Operators (Google Dorking)</h2>

<p>You already use Google. But almost nobody uses it to its full potential. Googl



<p>The most useful ones:</p>

<ul>

<li><code>"exact phrase"</code> — wrapping words in quotation marks forces Goog

<li><code>site:domain.com</code> — limits results to a specific website. Try <c

<li><code>filetype:pdf</code> — finds documents of a specific type. Useful for

<li><code>inurl:</code> — finds pages where the search term appears in the URL

<li><code>before:2022</code> and <code>after:2020</code> — limits results to a

</ul>

<p><strong>Try it:</strong> Search <code>"your full name" site:linkedin.com</code

<h2>2. The Wayback Machine (web.archive.org)</h2>

<p>The Wayback Machine is one of the most powerful and underused OSINT tools avai

<p>What this means practically: even if someone deletes a website, removes a page

<p>Go to web.archive.org, enter any URL, and a calendar view shows you every snap

<p><strong>Try it:</strong> Enter the URL of a business you're researching and lo

<h2>3. Have I Been Pwned (haveibeenpwned.com)</h2>

<p>"Pwned" is internet slang for compromised or defeated — in this context, it me

<p>It's free, it's well-maintained, and it's an absolute essential for anyone ser

<p><strong>Try it:</strong> Search your primary email address right now. If you g

<h2>4. TinEye (tineye.com)</h2>

<p>TinEye is a reverse image search engine. Upload an image — or paste in an imag

<p>The use cases are broad. Verifying whether a social media profile photo is gen

<p>Google Images also offers reverse image search (click the camera icon in the s

<p><strong>Try it:</strong> Take a profile photo from a social account you're unc

<h2>5. Whois Lookup Tools</h2>

<p>Every domain on the internet was registered by someone, and that registration

<p>Privacy protection services now allow domain owners to mask this information,

<p>Free Whois lookup tools include: whois.domaintools.com, who.is, and ICANN's ow



<p><strong>Try it:</strong> Look up the domain of any website before you do busin

<h2>6. Shodan (shodan.io)</h2>

<p>This one requires a little context because it's unlike the others. Shodan is n

<p>Security researchers use Shodan to identify wvulnerabilities — finding misconfi

<p>The free tier has limitations, but it's enough to get a sense of what's expose

<p><strong>Try it:</strong> Search your organization's domain or IP range. See wh

<h2>7. Hunter.io</h2>

<p>Hunter.io finds email addresses associated with a domain. Enter a company's we

<p>This is legitimate and widely used by salespeople, journalists, and researcher

<p>The free tier gives you a limited number of searches per month, which is usual

<p><strong>Try it:</strong> If you're trying to reach someone at a specific compa

<h2>0One More Thing</h2>

<p>These tools are starting points. Professional OSINT work combines these and do

<p>If your research needs go beyond what these tools can provide, or if the stake

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar

</article>
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<article>

<hl>What Is AI-Assisted Investigation — And Is It Actually Reliable?</hl>

<p>If you follow technology news at all, you've noticed that artificial intellige

<p>Some of that enthusiasm is warranted. Some of it is hype. And in the intellige

<p>I use AI in my research practice. I use it every day. And I want to give you t

<h2>What AI Does Genuinely Well in Research</h2>

<p><strong>Processing large volumes of text at speed.</strong> This is the most s



<p><strong>Cross-referencing and pattern recognition.</strong> When you're workin

<p><strong>Structuring and drafting reports.</strong> Raw research notes are rare

<p><strong>Language and translation.</strong> Significant amounts of valuable pub

<p><strong>Hypothesis generation.</strong> A good AI research assistant can sugge

<h2>Where AI Falls Short — And This Matters Enormously</h2>

<p><strong>Hallucination.</strong> This is the critical one. AI language models s

<p>In investigation work, a hallucinated fact — a wrong date, a misattributed sta

<p><strong>Real-time data limitations.</strong> Most AI models have a training cu

<p><strong>Context and nuance.</strong> Sarcasm, implicit meaning, cultural conte

<p><strong>Identity disambiguation.</strong> When multiple people share a name —

<p><strong>Ethical judgment.</strong> An AI will not stop you from doing somethin

<h2>How I Use AI in Practice — The Honest Version</h2>

<p>Every AI output that enters my workflow is treated as a draft, not a deliverab

<p>I've developed what I call a hallucination-free research standard — a protocol

<p>This makes my work slower than fully automated AI research pipelines. It also

<h2>What This Means for You as a Client</h2>

<p>If you're evaluating any AI-assisted research service — mine included — the qu

<p>At <a href="https://www.marielandryspyshop.com">Marie Landry's Spy Shop</a>, e

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar

</article>

T D e e

<article>

<hl>How to Spot a Scam Before It Spots You (An OSINT Guide for Everyday Life)</hl



<p>Online scams used to be easy to spot. Broken English, implausible scenarios, r

<p>Today's scammers are professionals. They do research. They use your name, refe

<p>The good news is that the same information-literacy skills that make professio

<h2>The Golden Rule: Pause Before You Act</h2>

<p>Every successful scam relies on urgency. The deadline. The limited-time offer.

<p>Make it a rule. Any unsolicited contact asking you to act quickly, send money,

<h2>Verify a Person in Five Steps</h2>

<p><strong>Step 1l: Search their name + "scam" or "fraud."</strong> Simple but sur

<p><strong>Step 2: Reverse image search their profile photo.</strong> This is the

<p><strong>Step 3: Check the email domain carefully.</strong> Phishing emails imp

<p><strong>Step 4: Look up the company or organization independently.</strong> Do

<p><strong>Step 5: Check the domain age.</strong> For any website you're being di

<h2>Romance Scam Red Flags</h2>

<p>Romance scams deserve their own section because they're uniquely devastating —

<p>Warning signs that should trigger immediate verification:</p>

<ul>

<li><strong>The profile photo is unusually attractive and reverse-searches to a

<li><strong>They claim to work overseas in a profession that explains why you c

<li><strong>The emotional relationship escalates unusually quickly.</strong> Pr

<li><strong>Any request for money, regardless of how it's framed.</strong> A me

<li><strong>They consistently avoid video calls or have technical excuses for w

</ul>

<h2>Job Scam Red Flags</h2>

<p>Fake job offers exploded during and after the pandemic, and they remain a majo

<ul>

<1i>The pay is implausibly high for work that's described vaguely</1li>

<li>You're hired without a real interview — sometimes after a brief chat, somet

<li>All communication happens through personal email addresses (Gmail, Yahoo, H

<li>You're asked to buy gift cards, forward payments, or receive and reship pac



<li>You're asked to provide sensitive personal information (SIN number, banking

</ul>
<p>The rule: any job that involves handling someone else's money, receiving and £
<h2>Investment Scam Red Flags</h2>
<p>Investment fraud has become a massive category, particularly with the rise of
<ul>
<li>Investment opportunities introduced through unsolicited contact (text, soci
<li>Returns that seem too consistent or too high</1i>
<li>Platforms that let you "see" your balance growing but create barriers when
<li>Any investment opportunity where the person who introduced you to it will p
</ul>
<h2>When to Call a Professional</h2>
<p>If you believe you're being targeted, if you've already been victimized and ne

<p>At <a href="https://www.marielandryspyshop.com">Marie Landry's Spy Shop</a>, w

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar

</article>

T D e e

<article>

<h1>0OSINT for Small Business Owners: Know Who You're Dealing With Before You Sign

<p>You've spent years building your business. Maybe you bootstrapped it from noth

<p>Here's the hard truth: sophisticated bad actors specifically target small busi

<p>Your gut is a starting point. It's not a sufficient substitute for basic resea

<h2>Before You Sign Any Contract, Check These Five Things</h2>

<h3>1. Is the Business Actually Legally Registered?</h3>

<p>This sounds obvious, but it's the step most people skip. Any business operatin

<p>What are you checking for? First, does the business actually exist in the way

<p>A business that claims to be an established corporation but has no registratio



<h3>2. Are Any Required Licenses Current?</h3>

<p>Many professions in Canada require licensing through provincial regulatory bod

<p>If someone is billing you for licensed professional services, verify their lic

<h3>3. Have They Been Sued?</h3>

<p>Civil court records in Canada are largely public. A pattern of litigation — be

<p>Access to civil court records varies by province. Some are searchable online;

<h3>4. What Does Their Online Reputation Look Like — Really?</h3>

<p>Not just their Google reviews, which can be gamed. Search the company name plu

<p>Look for patterns rather than individual opinions. One negative review among m

<h3>5. Is Their Story Consistent Across Sources?</h3>

<p>Cross-reference what a potential partner or contractor tells you against what

<p>Inconsistencies don't necessarily mean fraud — sometimes they mean sloppiness.

<h2>Going Deeper: When Basic Research Isn't Enough</h2>

<p>The five checks above cover most routine business relationships. But some situ

<p><strong>Before a major investment or acquisition.</strong> If you're buying a

<p><strong>When a partner or key contractor will handle your finances.</strong> A

<p><strong>When something doesn't add up and you can't figure out why.</strong> S

<h2>A Note on International Counterparties</h2>

<p>If you're dealing with businesses or individuals outside Canada — particularly

<h2>Protect What You've Built</h2>

<p>Due diligence is not paranoia. It's professional responsibility to yourself, y

<p>If you want professional assistance — whether it's a basic company verificatio

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar

</article>



<article>

<hl>What Happens to Your Data After You Delete It? (More Than You Think)</hl>

<p>You deleted the post. You deactivated the account. You cleared your browser hi

<p>The internet doesn't forget. It archives, caches, scrapes, replicates, and dis

<h2>Why "Delete" Usually Doesn't Mean Gone</h2>

<p>When you delete a file on your computer, the operating system doesn't actually

<p>At every point between you posting something and a reader seeing it, systems a

<h2>Search Engine Caches</h2>

<p>When Google's crawlers visit a web page, they save a snapshot of it — called a

<p>If you delete a page from your website today, Google's cache may still contain

<p>You can request that Google remove specific cached pages through Google Search

<h2>The Wayback Machine Remembers Everything</h2>

<p>The Internet Archive's Wayback Machine (web.archive.org) is the most significa

<p>For researchers and historians, this is invaluable. For someone trying to scru

<p>The Internet Archive does accept removal requests for specific URLs, particula

<h2>Social Media "Deletion" Has a Grace Period</h2>

<p>Most major social media platforms maintain your data on their servers for a pe

<p>During this grace period, your deleted content technically still exists on the

<p>More importantly: even if the platform eventually deletes your data, it may ha

<h2>Data Brokers Don't Wait for You to Delete Anything</h2>

<p>Data broker companies — Spokeo, BeenVerified, Intelius, PeopleSearch, and hund

<p>Crucially, these databases operate independently of the sources they were scra



<p>Removing yourself from data brokers requires direct opt-out requests to each i

<h2>Screenshots Are Permanent — Forever</h2>

<p>There is no technical solution to this. Anyone who saw your post before you de

<p>The practical implication: before you post anything publicly, apply the "front

<h2>Your Rights Under Canadian Law</h2>

<p>Canada's <strong>PIPEDA</strong> — the Personal Information Protection and Ele

<p>PIPEDA complaints can be filed with the Office of the Privacy Commissioner of

<p>These rights are meaningful but limited in scope. They apply to organizations

<h2>What Actually Moves the Needle</h2>

<p>Given all of this, what can you actually do? Here's the practical hierarchy:</

<p>First, be thoughtful before you post. This is the most effective intervention

<p>Second, audit your current exposure using the steps I described in my digital

<p>Third, submit opt-out requests to major data broker sites. It's tedious, but i

<p>Fourth, request cached content removal from Google and Bing through their resp

<p>Fifth, for situations involving accurate but damaging information, sensitive p

<p>If you need a professional assessment of your current digital exposure and a r

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar

</article>

POST #9 — WHAT IS AML AND WHY SHOULD YOU CARE?

-—>
<article>

<hl>What Is Anti-Money Laundering (AML) — And Why Should Regular People Care?</hl
<p>Money laundering sounds like something that happens in a crime drama — shady d

<p>That perception is wrong — and I think it's worth changing it, because the con



<p>I've spent significant time researching financial crime, producing professiona

<h2>What Is Money Laundering, Exactly?</h2>

<p>When criminals generate money through illegal activities — drug trafficking, £

<p>That cleaning process is money laundering. The name comes from the days when c

<p>Modern money laundering is considerably more sophisticated. The general proces

<p><strong>Placement:</strong> Getting the criminal cash into the financial syste

<p><strong>Layering:</strong> Moving the money through a series of complex transa

<p><strong>Integration:</strong> Pulling the money back out of the financial syst

<h2>What Is Anti-Money Laundering (AML) ?</h2>

<p>AML refers to the entire ecosystem of laws, regulations, systems, and procedur

<p><strong>Know Your Customer (KYC):</strong> The requirement that banks and othe

<p><strong>Transaction monitoring:</strong> Financial institutions are required t

<p><strong>Suspicious Transaction Reporting:</strong> When institutions identify

<p><strong>Sanctions screening:</strong> Financial institutions are required to s

<h2>When AML Systems Fail</h2>

<p>Here's where it gets important for regular people. AML systems fail — regularl

<p>Major global banks have paid billions of dollars in regulatory fines for AML f

<p>Similar enforcement actions have hit HSBC, Deutsche Bank, Wachovia, Standard C

<p>What does this mean for regular people?</p>

<ul>

<li>Fentanyl trafficking proceeds that flow through complicit or negligent fina

<li>Corrupt government officials who launder stolen public funds through global

<li>Tax authorities lose revenue when income generated through criminal activit

<1li>The banks themselves, when fined billions, ultimately pass those costs thro

</ul>

<h2>How OSINT Connects to Financial Crime Investigation</h2>



<p>Open source intelligence plays a significant and growing role in detecting and

<p>Corporate registration records show who owns what companies and where. Propert

<p>By mapping these public records — tracing corporate ownership chains, identify

<p>This kind of work supports regulatory agencies, feeds investigative journalism

<h2>What Can You Do With This Information?</h2>

<p>A few practical takeaways for individuals and small businesses:</p>

<p><strong>Understand your own AML obligations.</strong> Certain businesses in Ca

<p><strong>Be alert to financial red flags in your own transactions.</strong> If

<p><strong>Support financial transparency policy.</strong> Beneficial ownership r

<p>Financial crime is a complex and technically dense field, but the core princip

<p>I'll be writing more about financial crime, regulatory enforcement, and the in

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar

</article>

T D e e

<article>

<hl>Is Hiring a Private Investigator Worth It? Here's When to Call a Pro (And Whe

<p>Most people who consider hiring a private investigator talk themselves out of

<p>But there are also situations where the decision not to hire a professional co

<h2>When You Genuinely Don't Need a Professional</h2>

<p>Basic verification of someone you've met online — checking whether their profi

<p>General research on a business before a small purchase or a casual vendor rela

<p>If you're mainly curious about something and there's no significant decision r

<h2>When You Should Call a Professional</h2>

<h3>Before a Major Financial Commitment</h3>



<p>This is the clearest and most important category. Any time you're about to com

<p>Professional investigation in this context goes far beyond a Google search. It

<p>I've spoken with people who wish they'd done this. The conversations are painf

<h3>When You Suspect Financial Fraud or Embezzlement</h3>

<p>If you suspect an employee, partner, or vendor of defrauding you, the investig

<p>Conducting this investigation yourself also creates risks. If the matter proce

<h3>When Someone Has Constructed a Sophisticated False Identity</h3>

<p>Amateur online research is good at catching lazy fraudsters. It is much less e

<p>Professional OSINT investigation has tools and techniques that go deeper. Hist

<h3>When You Need Results That Can Stand Up in Court</h3>

<p>A professional investigation report is a different class of document from pers

<p>If there's any possibility that your situation could lead to legal action — ag

<h3>When You're Too Emotionally Involved to Be Objective</h3>

<p>This one is harder to acknowledge but it matters. If you're investigating a su

<p>Confirmation bias means we find evidence that confirms what we already believe

<p>Some of the most important things I've ever told clients were things they didn

<h2>What to Look for When Choosing an Investigator</h2>

<p>Not all investigators are created equal, and the field has its share of practi

<p><strong>A clear, documented ethics policy.</strong> Can they explain specifica

<p><strong>Transparent sourcing.</strong> Will every finding in your report be tr

<p><strong>Realistic scope-setting.</strong> A professional investigator will tel

<p><strong>In Canada, appropriate registration.</strong> Private investigation is

<p><strong>Communication and confidentiality standards.</strong> How does the inv



<h2>A Conversation Is Always the Starting Point</h2>

<p>If you're unsure whether your situation warrants professional investigation, t

<p>That initial conversation is always confidential. It doesn't obligate you to p

<p>At <a href="https://www.marielandryspyshop.com">Marie Landry's Spy Shop</a>, e

<p><em>— Marie Landry, OSINT Investigator &amp; Founder, <a href="https://www.mar
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