
## OSINT Report on Dick Cheney

### Overview

Richard Bruce "Dick" Cheney is a prominent American politician and businessman 
who served as the 46th Vice President of the United States from 2001 to 2009 under 
President George W. Bush. Cheney's career spans several decades, during which 
he held various significant positions in both the public and private sectors. He is 
known for his influential role in shaping U.S. defense and foreign policy, particularly 
during the post-9/11 era.

### Early Life and Education

- **Birth and Family**: Dick Cheney was born on January 30, 1941, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. He grew up in Casper, Wyoming, in a family with Democratic leanings. 
His father, Richard Herbert Cheney, worked as a soil-conservation agent, and his 
mother, Marjorie Lauraine Dickey Cheney, was a former athlete[1][5].
- **Education**: Cheney attended Yale University but did not graduate. He later 
earned a bachelor's degree in 1965 and a master's degree in 1966, both in political 
science from the University of Wyoming. He was also a doctoral candidate at the 
University of Wisconsin but did not complete the program[1][5].

### Early Political Career

- **Initial Appointments**: Cheney began his political career as an aide to 
Congressman Bill Steiger in 1969. He impressed Donald Rumsfeld with a memo on 
handling confirmation hearings, leading to his hiring by Rumsfeld. Cheney served in 
various roles in the Nixon and Ford administrations, including Deputy Assistant to the 
President and White House Chief of Staff[2][5].
- **Congressional Career**: After Gerald Ford's defeat in 1976, Cheney returned to 
Wyoming and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1978. He served 
six terms, holding conservative positions on issues such as gun rights and abortion. 
He also served as House Minority Whip[1][2][5].

### Secretary of Defense

- **Appointment and Tenure**: Cheney was appointed Secretary of Defense by 
President George H.W. Bush in 1989. During his tenure, he oversaw significant 
military operations, including the U.S. invasion of Panama and Operation Desert 
Storm, which liberated Kuwait from Iraqi occupation. He also managed the military's 
downsizing following the Soviet Union's collapse[1][2][5].
- **Post-Defense Career**: After Bush's electoral defeat in 1992, Cheney joined the 
American Enterprise Institute and later became the chairman and CEO of 
Halliburton, a major oil services company[1][2][5].



### Vice Presidency (2001-2009)

#### Key Events and Policies

- **2000 Election**: Cheney was selected as George W. Bush's running mate in the 
2000 presidential election. The Bush-Cheney ticket won in a highly contested 
election decided by the Supreme Court[2][5].
- **9/11 and War on Terror**: The September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks were a 
defining moment of Cheney's vice presidency. He played a crucial role in the 
administration's response, including the invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq. Cheney 
was a strong advocate for the Iraq War, citing intelligence reports on weapons of 
mass destruction (WMDs) that were later discredited[2][3][5].

#### Controversies

- **Iraq War and WMDs**: Cheney's advocacy for the Iraq War based on faulty 
intelligence about WMDs led to significant controversy and criticism. The failure to 
find WMDs damaged his and the administration's credibility[3][5].
- **Enhanced Interrogation Techniques**: Cheney supported the use of controversial 
interrogation techniques, including waterboarding, which were widely criticized as 
torture[3][5].
- **Halliburton Contracts**: Cheney's former company, Halliburton, received lucrative 
government contracts for reconstruction in Iraq, raising allegations of favoritism and 
conflict of interest[5].

### Legacy

- **Public Perception**: Cheney's tenure as vice president was marked by 
unprecedented influence and power. He was both respected and feared for his 
assertive approach to national security and foreign policy. However, his role in the 
Iraq War and support for enhanced interrogation techniques led to a significant 
decline in public approval[4][5][7].
- **Post-Vice Presidency**: After leaving office in 2009, Cheney remained active in 
public discourse, often defending his policies and decisions. He authored several 
books, including his memoir "In My Time," and continued to speak on political 
matters[5].

### Personal Life

- **Family**: Cheney married Lynne Vincent on August 29, 1964. The couple has two 
daughters, Elizabeth (Liz) and Mary. Liz Cheney followed in her father's political 
footsteps, serving as a U.S. Representative from Wyoming[5].



- **Health Issues**: Cheney has faced numerous health challenges, including 
multiple heart attacks and a heart transplant in 2012[5].

### Conclusion

Dick Cheney's career has had a profound impact on U.S. politics and global affairs. 
His tenure as vice president was characterized by significant influence over national 
security and foreign policy, particularly in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks. While his 
assertive approach garnered respect, it also led to considerable controversy and 
criticism, particularly regarding the Iraq War and interrogation practices. Cheney's 
legacy remains a subject of intense debate and analysis[2][3][5].
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